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N T E . 

Among the treasures of the American Antiquarian Society the 
Diary of its early anil brilliant I^ibrarian, Christopher C. Baldwin, 
has long been considered as a most valuable nugget. Whether 
as a picture of life in the cultivated society of a shire town in 
Massachusetts three-quarters of a century ago, or the jottings of 
an earnest genealogist and antiquarian, interspersed with shrewd 
and often naive comments upon men and customs, it is certainly 
unique and an exemplar. 

It is curious to note how the work developed as it progressed. 
At first, a few almost common-place memoranda in The New 
Kngland Farmer's Almanack, it gradually expands, and later is 
evidently written out in full and at leisure some time after the 
occurrence of the events. Note the memoranda made during his 
last and fatal journey to the West, which would have furnished 
many pages of interesting comments and information if the life 
of the writer had been spared. 

The Council of the Society, on October 20, 181)0, authorized 
the Committee of Publication to print the Diary. The work of 
editing has been done by one of their number, Nathaniel Paine, 
A.M., who also prepared the introduction and notes. 

The Committee express their thanks to Benjamin Thomas 
Hill, Ksq., who copied the Diary for the printer; to Miss Mary 
Robinson, assistant to the Librarian, who compared the proof 
with the original and also prepared the index ; and to Miss Mary 
G. Whitcomb, of the library staff, for assistance rendered. 

The portrait of Mr. Baldwin is from the original painting by 
Chester Harding, in the possession of our Society. The picture 
of his birthplace is from a photograph procured by Mr. Paine. 

Committee of Publication. 



ERRATA. 

ra||;e 82. TiHler ilate of Nuvciiil>er 24, for Dr. Khvinzrr Taine reaii Dr. I^eonanl 
Paine. 

Paf^e 1U3. Mr. Baldwin gpcaks of a Mr. Harris aH having written a tract entitled, 
"Simplicity's Defewe." This was undoubtedly ♦' Snnplicites l>efen<^e apiinst 
Scven-heade<l Tolioy, Or Inno<'ency Vindicated.'* r^-., T^mdon, 1(>4(>, the author 
of which was iSiimuel <tortr>n, not Harris as stated. An<»ther eilitifui appeartMl 
in ir47 an<l it was rei>rinted in Trovidence by the Ithode Island Historical 
StMiety in lA:{r>and in F'orce's "Tracts" Vol. iv.. No. »», in 1H44>. 

Pa^e 209. It is stated that Samuel Davis was the editor of *• Mort(»n*s New Kn^land 
Memorial." This is incorrect, it having lK»en edited by Jnd^j^e John Davis, with 
notes, in lK2i>. The full title of this very rare lM»ok is "New-Knjclands Memo- 
riall: t^r a brief Relation of the m(»st Memonible and Heniarkable Pas.Hn^(>s 
of the Providem'e of (xod, manifested to the Planters of Nt!w-Knf;land in 
America: With si>ecial Reference t«> the first Cohmy thereof, < 'ailed New- 
IMimouth. As also a Nomination of divers of the most Kminent InstnimcntM 
det^eased, iHith of Church and rommon- wealth, improved in the first be);innin^ 
and after-projrress of sundry of the respective .lurisdictions in those Part*; in 
reference unto sundry Kxemplary I'assii^cs of their Lives, and the time of their 
death." Cambrid>;e: liWK). 

Pai;e 24H. Tender <late of I>eceml>er 17, 1S3.'J, for Itev. SnmiuJ Paine of Weymouth 
read Rev. Thomas Paine. 

I*a)^e 281. First line at ^>l» of pa^e, for Caitt. John Rarker read William Itarker, 
who was landlord of the Kxchanf;e Coffee House at Won-cster from 1T9;J to 
alMuit 1H03. 



INTRODUCTION. 



TiiK author of the tbllowing diary, Christoi)her 
ColumbuH Baldwin, was born at Teniplcton, Massa- 
chusetts, in that i)art of the town now called 
Baldwinville, August 1, 1800. 

Under date of August 1, 1832, in the diary, he 
thus refers to his birth : 

"I was born thirty-two years ago this day, if 
there is any reliance to be put in the family record. 
The record in the Bible reads in this way ' Christo- 
l)her Columbus, born August first, 18(K), sign of 
the thighs/ My father entertains a curious notion 
that the temper is influenced in some way by the 
particular time of birth, so the place of the sign 
in the Almanack is put in the record against each 
of the family." 

His father, Capt. Kden Baldwin, was a son of 
Jonathan Baldwin, a native of Spencer, Mass., and 
one of the first settlers of Templeton. His mother 
was Abigail Force, born elune 1(5, 17G8, a daughter 
of Lieut. Jonathan Force of Wrentham, Mass. 
flonathan Baldwin bi^came a large land-owner in 
that pait of Templeton now called Baldwinville, 
and was the owner of a saw aiul grist-mill. His 
son Kden succeeded him in the business, and also 
had a lumber and brick yard. The name was 
;^iven to the villa^ife on account of the businc^ss 
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enterprise and public spirit manifested by both 
father and son.^ 

Christopher studied at Leicester Academy for 
three years, and entered Harvard College with the 
class of 1823. He left college in May, 1823, hav- 
ing been dismissed with thirty-four others of the 
senior class, owing to certain disturbances, brought 
about by the obnoxious action of a member of the 
class. The college records indicate that Mr. 
Baldwin was a good student and that he luul 
good standing as to conduct. 

He studied law in Worcester, with Gov. John 
Davis and Hon. Charles Allen, then leading mem- 
bers of the bar. He was admitted to the Worcester 
County Bar in October, 1826, and began practice in 
Worcester. He afterwards practised in Barre for 
a short time and later in Sutton, but finally returned 
to Worcester.'- 

Although well cpialified to have gained a good 
standing at the l>ar, law was not to his taste, he 
being specially interested in genealogical and his- 
torical study in preference to the comi)lications and 
details of his profession. In the words of a con- 
temporary, '' he loved better to explore the field of 
history than of law, and to draw from the nuMUory 
of the aged, material whi(*h might sei-ve for futui'c 
amplification and correction." His tastes in this 
direction soon brought him into dose fellowship 
with William Lincoln, brother of CJov. Levi Lin- 

'The liDiiHi* in which riirlHtopher w:us horn, built hy his fath<fr in 1T!IT, is still 
Htandin;; in ^ixxl condition. 

•i Mr. Itahlwin had an oftife on the c>a}$l side of Main Street, Worcej^tt^r, in the 
hnildinp: next south of the United States Hotel, on tht> spot now occupied hy 
riptT Block; also for a short time on the wcMt side of Main Street, opposite the 
Worct»Hter Hank 






* •• • 
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coin, and the local historian of Worcester. In 
1825-26 they jointly edited and published " The 
Worcester Magazine and Historical Journal/' which 
although not financially successful, was of much 
literary merit and became of value to the student 
of history, especially to those interested in town 
histories. 

The great interest manifested by Mr. Baldwin in 
antiquarian and genealogical studies made him a 
suitable person for membership in the American 
Antiquarian Society, to which he * was elected 
October 20, 1827. ' His friends Charles Allen of 
Worcester and Emory Washburn of Leicester 
were chosen at the same time, as was also Jared 
Sparks, the eminent historical scholar. At the same 
meeting at which he was elected a member he 
was appointed temporary librarian and cabinet 
keeper, succeeding his friend William Lincoln, 
who had lately been electcHl coi'respoudiug sec- 
retary. 

In 1829 Mr. Baldwin became editor of the A^r/- 
tional .I'Jf/is, a newsi)aper started at Worcester in 
1801 under the editorship of Hon. Francis Blake, 
later conducted by William Lincoln, his inunediate 
predi'ccssor in the editorial chair.^ He retained the 
editorshi[) till May, IS.SO, when he rcMnoved to Barre, 
Mass., where he practised his profession till the fall 
of that yeai', aiul then settled in Sutton, Mass., 
going into j)artnershij) with Jonas Leonard Sibley 
of that town, who was then United States Marshal. 
He resigned the oHice of lilu'ai'ian of the Antiqua- 



• The \othnnil f.V/Zs was iliscontiinuMl iu IKU. hut pnhlifation was reHiiiin.Ml in 
IKPS, with William Lincoln as tMlifor. 
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Hail Society at the time he took up his residence 
in Barre, and Samuel M. Burnside, of Worcester, 
succeeded him. 

Upon his return to Worcester in 1832 he was 
elected ))ermanent librarian of the Antiquarian 
Society, and a^ appears by his diary assumed the 
office April 1, 18;J2, which he retained till his 
death. 

Mr. Baldwin at once began the work of rearrang- 
ing the books, ])aniphlets, newspapers, etc.^ in the 
library, and to make special efforts to inci-ease the 
collections, sparing himself neither time nor trouble 
in so doing. Besides the diary, he left two quarto 
volumes containing copies of letters written by him 
to institutions and individuals, asking for contribu- 
tions of books, newspapers, and manuscripts for 
the library. A i)erusal of these letters^ will show 
very clearly the indebtedness of the Antiquarian 
Society to him for many of its most rare and 
valuable i)ublications, and there can be no doubt 
that to him more than to any one else except its 
founder, the Society owes its large and valuable 
collection of early American newspapers. 

He writes to John (^uincy Adams in April, I8;i2, 
asking him if [)ossible, to sccinv foi* the libi*ary,the 
WM.»rks of Ilaklnyt, Purchas and ('hurchilK and says: 
''They are so rarely met with that it would Ih' too 

nnich to ask any one to spare them from his librarv, 

ft' 1 ft 

and it would be esteemed a great favor to b(» 



'Tin.' h*tt»*rH, of which there are over two ]uiiHlreil now in the |lo^^essioIl oi tlie 
Anti(|uari:<ii Soeiety, were written hetueen April. ixTJ, and Mareh, ls:;."i, many of 
them beinj; of hist«»rieal valne. There are also two vohnnesol h'tter> ree»Mve«l li\ 
him between Kelirnary 1, IHJJJ, and lii'ei'niher lt>, IKJl, mostly from prominent 
Htudc*nt>( and antitinarich. 
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informed where in tliis eonntry tliey could be 
purchased." He also says '' When you shall dis- 
pose of your copy of the New English Canaan 
by Thos. Morton I wish you would remember our 
library. I do not find that this is borne on any 
catalogue of our public institutions," etc.^ etc. 

He did not hesitate to write Viscount Kingsbor- 
ough, in December, 1834, requesting a copy of his 
great work on the " Antiquities of Mexico." He 
says: "I am not aware that any institution in this 
country is so fortunate as to possess a copy. I 
have ventured to ask your Lordship to enrich our 
library with a copy, from the consideration that the 
American Antiquarian Society is a national insti- 
tution designed to promote the study and insure 
the preservation of American Antiquities."^ 

Writing to Jared Sparks he asks that the nmnu- 
scripts used by him in writing the '' Life of Gouv- 
enieur Morris" be deposited in the library of the 
Society, and soon after he writes to Edward Ever- 
ett for help in completing the Society's sets of the 
North American Review, the American Annual 
Register, etc. 

In August, 1832, writing to Rev. Aaron Ban- 
croft, who was then on a visit to Cincinnati, he 
requests him to interest himself in the mounds in 
the Ohio valley, and says: "What I particularly 
want and am desirous of pro(*uring is a collection 
of skulls. T want the skulls of that unknown for- 
gotten people who built the mounds and foi-ts, and 



■ The letter t<> ViHcoiint Kiii^sbonm^h (l(»es not appear Ut have been reHpondod to, 
but several yean* later a copy of the '• Antiquities of Mexico " wa» presented to the 
Society by Hon. Isaac Divis of Worcester. 
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inhabited the country before the present race of 
Indians." 

To Obadiah Rich, the famous London bookseller 
and bil)liograi)her, he writes August 12, ISIM, in- 
foi'uiing him that as soon as his catalogue of the 
library of the American Antiquarian Society is out 
of the press he |)urposes to prepare a catalogue of 
all the productions of American authors from the 
settlement of the country to the present time.^ 

He says ''The oldest book in the Society's library 
is a Bible printed in 147()," and he asks Mr. Ilich 
to ])rocure one printed in 1470 or earlier if one 
could be had without great expense. lie asks 
" how can the library be enriched with the 
pnblic documents which have been given to 
several of our public institutions by the British 
government ? " 

lie also says '^ I have requested my friend Mr. 
|(leorge| Bancroft of ?s^ortham))ton (who has made 
himself so prominent by his first volume of the 
History of the United States) to add a note in 
relation to the institution with which I am con- 
nected." 

Mr. Rich answered this letter in November of 
the same year and tells Mr. Baldwin that he has 
arranged to have \\\v [)iiblicati()ns of the Itecord 
Commissioners sent to the Society. All the vol- 
umes not out of print will be sent as soon as the 
name* of the institution to which it is given is 
pi'inted on the titU» of each book. He alludes to 
the proposed publication of the (*atalogne ol' the 

'The untimely death of Mr. lialdwiii |>revcnt«*ii his rurr>inir out hi» phin.H in thiK 
direction. 
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productions of American authors and thinks it 
will be a most desii'able addition to tlie stock of 
bibliographical literature. 

In a long letter to George T. Davis, editor of the 
Franklin Mercarn at Greenfield, Mass., in reply 
to one received from him asking if the Antiqua- 
rian Society had any skulls of New England 
Indians, he treats the subject at considerable 
length and says " any specimens sent will be 
thankfully received." 

To Rev. John Pierpont in March, 1834, he writes, 
asking for a copy of each of his publications for 
the library. In the same letter, speaking of the 
collections of the Boston Athenaeum, he says " I 
know of no collection in New England so large 
and valuable as that. Thei*e are many things 
iu it no doubt that are of small value, but my 
experience daily tells me that we cannot deter- 
mine what is valuable and what is not. There 
is scarcely anything that issues from the press 
that will not be wanted by somebody. There is 
a maxim among misers which says ' take care of 
the pennies and the pounds will take care of them- 
selves.' A faithful librarian should observe this 
rule: take care of the pamphlets and the books 
will take care of themselves. I can assure you I 
am a most |)unctilious observer of my version of 
the proverb.'' 

In a letter dated June 30, 1834, to Temple Cutler, 
son of Manasseh Cutler, in regard to the records 
and papers of the Ohio Company, he says: " I have 
made many inquiries in I'clation to the disposition 
of the records and papers of the Ohio Company." 
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" Many of the emigrants who settled at Mari- 
etta went from sevei'al of the towns in this eonnty 
and I ean obtain bnt very little information from 
any of iheir families as to the history of the Ohio 
settlement." General Putnam was " born in Sut- 
ton, and lived several years in Brookfield and 
Rutland, and from the esteem and regard enter- 
tained towards him by the pubhe in these i)laees, 
many families aeeompanied him in his removal to 
Ohio." lie thought Mr. Cutler might have many 
papers relating to the subject which he could send 
to the Antiquarian Society library, and says " they 
must become interesting to the future historian, 
and their ])reservation will identify the name and 
memory of yoiu* fatlier with the original formation 
of one of the most powerful and wealthy States of 
the Union." " Every fi*agment of paper relating 
to it shonld be carefully laid up for future i*efer- 
ence," and he asks Mr. Cutler to give information 
about all such " lettei's, maps, journals, pamphlets 
and newspapers concerning the settlement'' as he 
may know to be in existence. 

Many more letters might be quoted if it wei*e 
necessary to show Mr. Baldwin's interest in his 
vocation. Nearly every one of the two hundred or 
more letters contains a plea for books, manuscrii)ts 
or newspapers for the library in his charge, and 
many of them contain histoi'ical and bibliographical 
matter of interest and value, liut one otluM* will 
be quoted, and that because it n»lates to a circum- 
stance mentioned on page Jill of the diary, whciv 
he refers to John Howard Payne. 

In a long letter to Payne dated August 31, liS;U, 
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he speaks of his (Baldwin's) efforts to get sub- 
scriptions to Payne's journal ("Jam Jehan Nima"), 
and says " I have not been able to obtain a single 
subscription, it is too high." I could not make 
them understand that anything but a daily news- 
])aper could be possibly worth ten dollars," etc. In 
the same letter he speaks of a remarkable case of 
somnambulism, the subject being Jane Rider, then 
under the. care of Dr. Samuel B. Woodward, at 
the Worcester Limatic Hospital. He gives a long 
and very interesting account of what he saw and 
heard about this remarkable case, which had 
attracted much attention from medical men.^ 

Mr. Baldwin was a natural antiquary and gene- 
alogist; wherever he travelled he visited the burial- 
places and copied names and epitaphs, examined 
town records, and interviewed aged men. Many 
examples appear in the diary .^ 

He also took great interest in natural history, and 
spent many hours in searching for specimens, 
returning after long tramps in the woods and fields, 
"with his hat wreathed with butterflies and his 
shoulder loaded with ores.'' In a letter, written in 
July, 1832, to Thaddeus W. Harris, librarian of 
Harvard College, he encloses insects for his cabi- 
net, the smallest of which "was found in a new 
locality, in the midst of a large folio volume, having 
by appearance passed directly through the binding 
into the leaves of the book." 



1 " An Account of Jane C. Rider, the Somnambulittt," by L. W. Hehlen, M.D., was 
published at 8prinf?fleid, Mafw., in IKH. 

'The Antiquarian Society has in its iibrar>' a volume of epitaphs, (MiUected by 
Mr. Baldwin, containing copies of over a thousanti inscriptions, from monuments 
and ^rave-stones in various burial grounds in New England. 
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His interest in histoncal study caused him to 
collect a mass of material with the intention of 
writing a history of Sutton, Mass., but his early and 
unexpected death prevented him from arranging 
it for i^ublication. He ])repared for the Worcester 
Mayazhie and Historiad Journal a paper entitk^d 
the ''Topographical View of Templet on''; also 
various historical and biographical papers signed 

" b;' 

Mr. Baldwin spent a gi'eat deal of time in pre 
paring for publication the first catalogue of the 
library of the Anti<iuarian Society. He says ol 
this work in a letter to Jared Sparks that it has 
been })repai*ed after the i)lan of the '' new College 
Catalogue" and he i*equests Mr. Sparks, if he is 
acquainted with any better way to suggest it. He 
did not live to see this w^ork comi)leted for publica- 
tion as it did not come from the i)ress till 1837. 

In the spring of 1834 Mr. Baldwin prepared a 
series of articles for the Worcester Palladiam 
under the title " Reformer," some of which are 
signed '^ Democritus." 

In the first article he says: — 

" I am induced to try my hand at a series of 
papers for a variety of reasons. There are seveial 
subjects which I wish to talk about. 1 nuist 
confess, too, that I have some vanity to see my 
speculations in type. But what is of prime im- 
portance with me is the connecting ol* certain laults 
which, within a few years, have si)rung up in 
frightful abundance. I shall attack these, Mr. 
Printer, with a courage that shall reconnnend both 
me and my cause to the sym]>athies of the public. 
I have prepared myself for the encounter and 1 
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shall give them no quarter. I have borne with 
them until patience ceases to be a virtue, and I am 
resolved now to speak out. There are many indi- 
viduals in the comnnuiity whose impudence in some 
particulars has reached to such an insufferable pitch 
that if they are permitted to go on unchecked and 
without rebuke, we shall be in danger of falling 
into a state of barbarism. 

" You may have a curiosity, Mr. Printer, to know 
who I am, and I will tell you. I am a retired sort 
of gentleman, having little to do but to look after 
my affairs and consult my ease. I occupy a kind 
of middle station between riches and poverty. 
I have no pretentions to learning, and I assure 
your readers that I shall not distress them with 
either Latin or French. I am not free from the 
little ills and perplexities that occasionally disturb 
every one's enjoyment. Alternate pleasure and 
pain are the common lot of humanity. I am ex- 
tremely miserable when I pay my tailor's bill, and 
gloriously happy when my interest money is brought 
in punctually. * * * So you may see from 
these few hints, that I am something of a philoso- 
pher, and not an unsuitable hand to give advice to 
those who need it." 

Mr. Baldwin also prepared for one of the 
Woi'cester newspapers, over the signature of 
" Pilgrim," articles giving an account of excursions 
to the White Mountains, the lakes and the seashoi*e. 

He was much interested in education and in the. 
public schools of Worcester, serving on the School 
Committee and acting as their Secretary. 

Mr. Baldwin's connection with the Antiquarian 
Society brought him into affiliation with kindred 
societies in the United States as well as with 
historical students generally. He was an honoraiy 
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member of the Essex Historical Society, the New 
Hampshire Historical Society, the Historical Soci- 
ety of Pennsylvania and the Rhode Island Histori- 
cal Society. 

As a librarian he was preeminently snccessful 
and had to a great degree the faculty of interesting 
othei'S in his work and in the success of the library 
which he had so much at heart. He lost no oppor- 
tunity to increase the collections of the Antiquarian 
Society, and to encourage the use of them by all 
who were interested in antiquarian or historical 
studies. 

Owing to ill health, brought on largely by his 
incessant labors in building up the library and 
increasing the usefulness of the Society, Mr. Bald- 
win felt the need of rest and a change from the 
daily routine of his vocation, and in July, 1835, he 
left Worcester with the intention of making an 
extended trip in the West. 

The journey was undertaken at the suggestion 
and with the approval of the Council of the Society, 
with the hope and expectation that he might regain 
his health, and at the same time atford facilities for 
examining the ancient mounds in Ohio, and in 
other ways promote the objects of the Society. 
At a meeting of the Council of the Antiquarian 
Society it was voted to I'cquest Mr. Baldwin '' to 
visit the Western Country tor the purpose* of 
making examinations as contem[)lated b}^ the will 
of Mr. Thomas and that one hundred and fifty 
dollars be appropriated for the purpose.'' 

He started on this journc^y about the middle of 
August, 1835, reaching Pittsburgh, as appears by 
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the diary, August l/>. Five days after, as he was 
about to enter the field of his intended investiga- 
tions, he was suddenly killed by the overturning 
of a stage on which he was travelling from Wheel- 
ing, Virginia, to Zanesville, Ohio. 

" Start by stage on the Cumberland road for 
Zanesville" — are the last words written on the 
small memorandum book found in his pocket. 
A few hours later, as the stage was entering 
the village of Norwich, Muskingum County, Ohio, 
the accident occurred which caused his instan- 
taneous death. His remains were kindly cared 
for by strangers and buried in the churchyard at 
Norwich. 

Many years later, Samuel P. Haven, his succes- 
sor as permanent librarian of the American Anti- 
quarian Society, visited his grave and copied the 
inscription on the stone erected to his memory, 
which is as follows: — 

In 

Memory of 

CHRISTOPUEII C BALDWIN ESQR 

of Worcester, Mass 

the Librarian 

of the 

American Antiqaariao Society 

Killed 

Aug 20 1835, 

By the overturning of a stage 

coach In Norwich, Ohio. 

Aged 35 years.' 

At the annual meeting of the Antiquarian So- 
ciety, October 23, 1835, the death of the librarian 
was formally announced by the Council in a report 



I The lapse of time havint; caused the Krave-«tone to be displaced, and the i^rave 
Itself having sunken, the Council of the Antiquarian Society have lately caused 
them to be put in good condition. 
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prepared by Dr. John Park and Samuel M. Burn- 
side. 

The report says : — 

"The Hall, both internally and externally remains 
secure from injury; — the Evergreens, selected by 
the taste, and many of them planted l)y the hand of 
the late lamented Librarian form an interesting 
ornament to the neat and j)leasantly situated struc- 
ture ; — their pereiniial verdure is a fit symbol of 
the memory of that excellent officer, as cherished 
by the many who enjoyed the i)leasure of his 
acquaintance, and most particularly by those, who 
from official association, intimately knew his merits 
and his worth. 

" The Council cannot close this report without 
further observing that while the Institution appears 
in every other respect successful and prosperous, 
the privation, just alluded to, is felt by them as 
a deep calamity, and, perhaps irreparable loss. 
The unexpected dispensation of Providence, by 
which Mr. Baldwin was brought to a premature 
and instantaneous death, has deprived the Society 
of the services of a Librarian, whose singular 
qualifications for the station he occupied, were the 
theme of frequent and general admiration. His 
assiduity in inore than duty, was lapidly augment- 
ing the valuable collections of the Society — and his 
polite and kindly intercourse with the numerous 
strangers, whom the growing reputation of the 
Institution induced to visit it, was spreading its 
popularity tlu-oughout the Union." 

On the same day as the annual meeting, at the 
request of the Council of the Society, AVilliam 
Lincoln delivered an elocpient eulogy on the life 
and services of Mr. Baldwin, in the meeting-house 
of the second (Unitarian) parish at Worcester. 
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Extended notices of Mr. Baldwin appeared in 
the AVorcestcr and Boston newspapers. The fol- 
lowinfi^ extract from a Worcester paper, written it 
is supposed by his friend William Lincoln, will 
show to some extent the estimation in which he 
was held : — 

''In the meridian of life, in the midst of useful- 
ness, in the indulgence of an honorable ambition, 
and the enjoyment of an extensive and increasing 
intercourse w^ith men of congenial tastes and kin- 
dred occupations, his course has been thus suddenly 
arrested. With the peculiar literary taste of Mi*. 
Baldwin other (|ualities were happily combined, 
which rendered him a favorite in the social circle. 
He possessed ready wit, a love of humour, and a 
vivacity which, springing from a disposition cheer- 
ful and benevolent, diffused habitually its sym- 
pathetic influence ai-ound him. With a ready 
perception of the absurd and the ludicrous, which 
he well knew how to render tributary to his pleas- 
ure, he was yet considerate of the feelings and 
honest prejudices of othei'S, and never willingly 
gave offence by rude expression of his own opinions 
or bv ill-timed sarcasm. 

'* His memory will long be cherished, and it 
would have been to him a pleasing consideration 
that he died in peace with all men, and that while 
there were none to reproach, there were many to 
honor him, and to lament his untimely fate.'' 

The diary here printed has been copied from 
the original now in the library of the American 
Anti<|uarian Society, which is contained in inter- 
leaved co|)ies of the " Massachusetts Register and U. 
S. Calendar'' for 1829 and Thomas G. Fessenden's 
"New England Farmer's Almanack" for the same 
year; "Thomas's Farmer's Almanack" for IHlii) 
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and 1831 bound in one volume interleaved and sev- 
eral extra pages at the end, a bound quarto volume 
apparently made for the purpose, containing the 
diary from March 15 to September 10, 1832, and a 
folio volume with the diary from September 15, 
1833, to July 15, 1835, after which date the few 
remaining entries, which are from August 15 to 
August 20, the day of Mr. Baldwin's death, were 
in a small unbound memorandum book. It has 
been copied as written by Mr. Baldwin, with the 
exception of some changes in punctuation, erroi's 
in spelling which were evidently accidental, and the 
discarding of many of the capital letters, \^hich he 
freely used. In many cases where persons are 
named in the diary the surname only is given. 
When known by the editor, the Christian name has 
been inserted in brackets. 

The diary from September, 1832, to September, 
1833, is missing and no mention of it has been 
found in the other manuscripts of Mr. Baldwin, 
now in possession of the Antiquarian Society. 



DIARY OF CHRISTOPHER C. BALDWIN. 



January y 1829. 

1. There has been no snow yet, and but very little 
rain during the whole of the last month. The ground is 
frozen, tho. not deep. The roads are perfectly smoothe, 
and the weather during the last 30 days has been unusually 
mild and pleasant : much of the time the earth could be 
ploughed and all the old people say that they rarely have 
seen such a December. To-day cloudy and appears like 
snow ; cold. Spy, ^gis and Yeoman addresses for the 
new year are rec*^ and paid for. Snow falls about an inch 
in the afternoon and evening. Visit the Burbank School, 
to ascertain whether the master does his duty, he having 
been complained of; complaint not without foundation. 
Reprove the Master & give advice to the scholars. Visit the 
New Worcester school ; divide it, giving pait to the Master 
and part to Mistress, being over 100 pupils in the District. 
Ride T. Kinnicutt's^ horse ; rains in the ev'g. Visit John 
Davis and see for 1st time Miss Mary H. Estabrook of 
Royalston, intended wife of Isaac Davis, Esq. ; think well 
of her. 

2. Cold, cloudy ; aftenioon snows fast. Subscribe for 
American Jurist, $5, Editors, Richard Fletcher, Willard 
Phillips, Sam* Sewall, John B. Davis of Boston ; pay C. 
Harris $25 for books &c :^ 

3. Very cold — at sunrise 10^ below zero ; clear ; get 
1350. insured on my books at the Franklin Ins. Office. It 
all cost $3.45. Insurance begins at noon. Attend Justice 
Court, enter 16 actions before C[harles] Allen. 

^ Thomas Kinnicutt, afterwards Judge of Probate for Worcester County. 
* Clarendon Harris, one of the early booksellers of Worcester. 

2 
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4. Sunday. Not so cold, cloudy, thermometer at sun- 
rise 5° below 0. New Year sermon by Mr.[Alonzo] Hill.* 
55 died ; 11 in our Parish, — 10 females and one male. 

5. Cold, clear, more moderate than yesterday, ap- 
pearance of snow. Attended Justice Court before Isaac 
Goodwin, Esq. Lowell Factory burnt; loss $120,000.* 
Receive a letter from Hon. John Davis from Washincrton. 

(). Warm, cloudy, thaws. Have sick-headache ; go to 
bed. 

7. Very warm ajid pleasant all day, thaws much and 
all the snow disappears. Appears like rain. Get well of 
headache. 

8. During the night it rained, and froze as it fell, and 
the ice gathered on the branches of the trees more heavily 
than it was ever known to before. The shade trees in the 
street are greatly injured, many of them crushed to the 
eaith. Cloudy and cold, with wind which injures the trees. 
Dine with Dr. [Oliver H.] Blood. 

9. Clear and very cold. The ice on the trees gives 
everything the appearance of enchantment. Many families 
ride out in their sleighs to enjoy the sight. The ice makes 
good sleighing. 

10. Continues very cold and clear, does not thaw ; 
wind ; and great damage to the trees, which are surpass- 
ingly beautiful. Very cold. 

11. Clear, cold, does not thaw. The trees and grass 
invite the people to ride out to enjoy the sight, wliich is 
wonderful. 

12. Clear, cold, does not thaw. Go to Boston, Charles 



> Rev. Alonzo Hill, D.D., colleague with Rev. Dr. Bancroft, minister of tlio Second 
Congregational Church; Recording Secretar>' of the American Antiquarian S<M;iety 
186{^-1871. 

'Mill No. 2, belonging to the Merrimack Manufacturing Co., at Lowell, was 
totally burned on the morning of January 5, 1S29. 
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Paine keeps my office. Put up at Eyrie's. ^ Go to the old 
theatre. 

13. Rather cloudy, warmer, looks like rain. Go to 
the Court House at Lechmere Point to look after the his- 
tory of the name of Baldwin, do not find much. Go to the 
new theatre.' Josiah Quincy is proposed for President of 
Hai'vard College by the corporation. 

14. Warm and foggy. Look and laugh at many very 
ridiculous things, viz, : a ram with 4 horns ; an ox weighing 
4000 lbs. ; a cow that runs under the ox ; and an Ostrich 
eating ropes, broken glass and boot heels ! Go to the old 
theatre. 

15. Rains all day. Call on Gov. Lincoln. Go to the 
new theatre. At 10 P. M. start for Worcester in Mail 
Stage : reach W. 5 A. M. 

16. Clear, warm, no snow or ice. Hear of many fail- 
ures. Great distress among woollen manufacturers. 

17. Rainy and warm. 

18. Snows and waim. Sick of a cold. Lewis Bigelow 
assigns his property for benefit of his creditors. George 
T. Rice & [Emory] Washburn return from Washington. 
Have a letter from Hon. John Davis, from Hon. Simeon 
Baldwin, Conn. 

19. Cold and clear. Study law all day, and do no 
business. Examine a school. 

20. . Clear, cold. A little snow but not good sleighing. 
Examine a school. Study law. Do no business, tho. there 
are failures almost daily. 

21. Cloudy and appearance of snow. Sick with a cold. 
Study law all day. In the evening visited by Joshua Coffin 
of Newbury, a queer genius and an antiquary ; lend him a 

1 Hezekiah Earrs Coffee House was in Hanover Street, near Court Street, and was 
the starting place of the Accommodation Stage for Worcester. 

* The old theatre was the Boston, built in 1796; and the new one the Tremont, 
opened in 1827. 
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dollar, which he says will defray his expenses to Concord, 
N. H., & thence to New^bury via Providence, R. I. ! ! ! 

22. Twelve manufactories of wool & cotton have 
been burnt in N. E. within the last 20 days. 

23. Clear & cold. No sleighing. A little snow. Visit 
the apprentices school. 

24. Study law. Cold, clear, looks like snow-. 

25. Mr. Noyes of Brookfield preaches.^ 

20. Pleasant and w^arm, thaws. Eliz*. Blake returns 
from Keene with G. T. Rice. 

27. Cloudy and wann. Study law. 

28. Read life of Sir Josh : Reynolds by Northcote. 

29. Have rheumatism in my wrist very bad. Study 
law & write to Mr. Davis at W. 

30. Study law. Examine school. It snowed on Tues- 
day night & since has been good sleighing. Cold & clear. 

31. Cold. Study N. T. & law. 

I have boarded at Worcester Hotel ^ since 20 Oct., 1827. 
From 19 June, 1823, to 20 Oct., 1827, I boarded with Mrs. 
Eliza A. Blake, widow of the late Hon. Fmncis Blake. 

February, 1829. 

1. Cold, clear. Mr. [Alonzo] Hill preaches & Dr. 
Bancroft.^ After meeting ride to Holden in sleigh with 
Gardiner Paine ; fine sleighing. Study N. T. 

2. Write to Maj. Davis. Study law. Afternoon 
begins to snow and continues into night. Not very cold. 
Examine school. Studv N. T. 



» Rev. Georpe R. Noyes. Settled over Unitarian (IJhurch, Brookfleld, in October, 
1827. AfterwarilA professor of sacred literature in the Divinity School of Harvard 
University. 

> At the corner of Main and Mechanic Streets. Afterwards called the United 
States Hotel. 

> Rev. Aaron Bancroft, minister of second parish (Unitarian), father of George 
Bancroft the historian. 
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3. Cold and pleasant. Snow falls 6 inches. Study 
law. Read ^. A. Bevieio. Hear of death of Gen. 
Andrew Jackson, which is contradicted. 

4. Read an interleaved almanack of Rev. Thomas 
Prince for 1736. Stud}^ law. Finish N'. A. Review. Invite 
Miss Eliz* Green to ride out in sleiirh. Chs : Paine caiTies 
Rebecka Curtis ; fine ride ; go to Leicester ; thence to So. 
Leicester & home. Take possession of land set off on 
Execution. 

5. Cold night. Study law. Examine school. 

6. Pleasant. Perfect sleighing. Ride to Wesson's in 
Westboro with Eliz*. Green, C. Harris et ux., T. Kinni- 
cutt, Esq., et ux. Ste. Salisbury, Esq., et Sa Bigelow 
accompany us. Very fine time of it. 

7. Warm, thaws. Enter seventeen justice actions. 
Study law. Read N. T. 

8. Cloudy, waim. Rv, George Allen preaches for Mr. 
Hill for first time ; * he is orthodox ; much talk about it ; 
the more rigid are worried about it. Study N. T. It rains 
all night and snow disappears. 

9. Examine school. Study law and N. T. Visited by 
Rev. Mr. Hill officially. 

10. Warm for season. Study law & N. T. in Greek. 
Witness Lucy Patch's will : snows in evening. Read Presi- 
dent Adams' letter to H. G. Otis & others. 

11. Cloudy and warm. Snows in the evening but not 
so as to make sleighing. Study law in A. M. et P. M. 
N. T. in Greek. Visit Doctor Blood's in evening ; meet L. 
& S. Bancroft ; play vingtun. 

12. Study N. T. and law. Receive an invitation to 
a party at Gen^ [Nathan] Heard's for Friday evening*; 
accept it. 

iRey. George Allen, was settled at Shrewsbury, Mass., in November, 1823, and 
remained there till June, 1840. 
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13. Cold, pleasant, no sleighing. Study law and N. 
T. in Greek. Read Clarkson's life of William Penn. 
Receive a letter from my friend Jos. Willard of Lancaster. , 

14. Have a new blue coat of Kimberly $20.50, to be 
paid for first of June ; wear every day. 

15. Cold. Attend meeting. Hear Mr. Hill. Invite 
Is. Davis to dine with me. Read in N. T. 

16. Last day of service for March Court; make no 
writs. Read law and N. T. in Greek. 

17. Cold and pleasant, no sleighing. Examine the 
White school. Horseback. Make a specification of Thomas 
Howe's improved boot cutter. 

18. Have letter from Hon. J[ohn] Davis. [Emory] 
Washburn goes to Boston. Study N. T. in G. Have sick 
headache and go to bed. 

19. Examine school on Burnt Coat plain, in afternoon 
examine school in Read's district. Horseback. Coldest day 
of the winter. Buy load of wood, $3.50. 

20. Examine in forenoon school in Monroe's district. 
Horseback. Very cold but appears like snow storm. In 
afternoon examine school at New Worcester; 42 pupils 
under 8 years. At 2 o'clock begins to snow and snows very 
fast until 12 at night, when it is judged more than a foot 
had fallen. 

21. The wind blows fiercely and the roads are impassa- 
ble. Judge Cummins^ is stop** here on his way to Berkshire. 
Rev^ Mr. Nath^ Hewit of Fairfield, Conn., is here also. 
Study law. 

22. Cold and clear ; no mail from Boston or elsewhere * 
reaches town ; all the roads are impassable. Hear D'. Ban- 
croft. Study new T. Spend the evening with J. Cummins. 
Write to Benj. Trumbull, Es(|., of Colchester, Conn., to 

1 Judge David Cummins, of Salem, an Associate Justice of the Court of Common 
rieas. 
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have him give his father's manuscripts to the Library of the 
American Antiquarian Society ; he is son of the Historian 
of Conn. 

23. Very cold, clear. Study law and Memoirs of Cardi- 
nal De Retz. Roads are opened ; few persons able to pass. 
Judge Cummins sets off for Lenox. Very cold. Meet to 
get up a Ball ; am made one of the Managers, but decline. 

24. Clear, looks like snow ; at night snows, but not 
much. Read Memoirs of Cardinal De Retz ; read Apochry- 
phal New Testament, a bad book, who reads it is in great 
danger of scepticism. Mr. Rice comes from Boston ; is 24 
hours about it on account of the travelling. Visit Kinnicutt 
in the evening. Br. Bumside requests the Subscribers of 
the Ball to meet. He makes a speech against dancing 
cotilions, prefers contra dances, procures a vote to be 
passed that the mgs, shall not call more than half cotilions ! 
Br. Burnside is about 47 years old 1 ^ 

25. More mild and pleasant, like rain, cloudy at sun 
down. Washburn comes from Boston. Study law. Read 
Memoirs of Cardinal De Retz, a most excellent book. Look 
over Abbot's History of Andover. Hear of Gen. Jackson's 
new cabinet. Snows fast at 12 at night. 

26. Rains very fast during most of the day. Read 
De Retz ; law a little ; and Ethan Allen's Oracles of 
Reason, a queer book. 

27. Clear, cold, travelling much worse than it has been 
known during the winter. Dine at Dea. [Benjamin] But- 
man's with several gentlemen. Attend ball in the evening 
at Mr. Thomas' public house ; sixteen ladies and nineteen 
gentlemen present. Nero Powers on the Fiddle and old 
Peter Rich on the Tamborin are the Musick. No musick 
from abroad could reach us on account of the going. Have 
a fine time. Toadies in gay dresses and musick always 
please me. Pay $3.00. 

^ Samuel M. Bumside, attorney at law. 
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28. Cold, fair. Examine school. Hear complaints aboat 
Mr. Worcester of the hig^ school. Get a new hat at $8.00 : 
Kead Kent's a<ldress to New York Hist. Soc. & Cardinal 
De Retz and N. T. 

March, 1829. 

1. Pleasant, windy, cold. Mr. Hill preaches A. M., 
Dr. Bancroft P. M. Read N. T. in Greek, Cardinal 
De Rctz. In evening call at Dr. Bancroft's & Mrs. Rose's. 

2. It is now good sleighing*; warm and looks like rain. 
March meeting ; am candidate for Town Clerk ; people 
will not vot« for me because I have no wife I Jupit«r 
Tonans ! Men are judged by their coatti and not bv their 
motives. C. C. P. sits. Judge [Solomon] Strong. I 
enter 14 actions. 

3. Attend court. The Old Docket is called over this 
day, according to established usage. Ten hundred and 
Bfty new entries ; a most unui^ual number. Receive a let- 
ter from my &thcr informing me of the dangerous illness 
of my mother ; make arrangements to go to Templeton ; 
Mr. Washburn takes charge of my Docket. 

4. Ijeave Worcester in the Keene stage at 5 A. M. ; 
good sleighing; road badly drifted; snow here judged to 
be eighteen inches deep. Beach Templetonat 12. Leave 
with Coi. Townsly $?<8.20 for cousin Avarj' Turner, being 
money collected of Jos. T. Turner of Worcester. Reach 
my father's at 1 P. M. and find my mother better, tho. not 
out of danger ; her complaint, fever. Pay to my father 
180 ; money collected of Elias Carter. Pleasant and looks 
like rain. 

.'i. Mother IfOHer. At ri.".ii rains; at 4, snows and 
blown II t<'m]x\'*t all night, 

6. It is judgxil lliat on<* UhA tif snow has fallen. The 
road« all iuiiiassabU- ; ni> |x-num itai^^e^ during the day. 
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Mother better. Doctor [J. W. D.] Osgood thinks her case 
vet doubtful. 

7. Clear, cold ; wind subsides. Break roads. Go into 
the woods with Jonathan, and on measuring find the aver- 
age depth of the snow to be near three feet. Mother much 
the same. This nigh* dies Hon. Joseph Estabrook of 
Royalston, aged 59. 

8. Cold, clear. Mother much the same. 

9. Very pleasant and warm. Spend the day in visiting 
the neighbors and talking about old friends and mates. 
Find that father has paid for me since I have been in 
Worcester three hundred and eighty seven dollars and 
fourteen cents. This is all he has paid towards my legal 
education. 

10. Very warm and pleasant. Mother better. Start for 
Worcester with the stage. Pay Dexter Gilbert for Thos. 
Bond $51.30, money collected of Lewis Bigelow. Turn 
over many times ; no one hurt ; 14 passengers ; reach W. 
at 5 P. M. 

11. Warm and pleasant; very bad travelling; roads 
almost impassable. 

12. Rain falls in torrents during most of this day and 
no stages can get along ; roads all impassable. Study law. 
Whist at C[harles] Allen's, Esq. 

13. Warm and very bad travelling. Examine two 
schools at New Worcester. Am visited by Doc. Elisha 
Bartlett of Lowell, my particular friend & correspond- 
ent. 

14. Very cold and clear ; bad going. Study law. Talk 
with Judge Cummins. 

15. Very cold, clear. Spend forenoon with Judge 
Cummins. Read N. T. in Greek. Do not attend meeting. 
A little indisposed. Go to Gov. Lincoln's in evening. 
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IB. Adjourned town meeting. Snows with hail. Am 
elected one of the school conmiittee. Study law. Write 
to Richard H. Vose, Esq., of Augusta, Maine. Write 
to father. Do no business. Am visited by Rev. Mr. 
Hill ; object to belief in miracles ; his wonder at my 
heresy very great ; hopes to refonn me. 

17. Cloudy, warm, snows but melts, a gloomy day. 
Call at D' Blood and at C. Allen's. Send depositions by 
mail to Noithampton. Study law. 

18. Very cold. Said to be as bad a day to be out in as 
any of the winter. Snow flies & the roads are hardly pass- 
able. Called a remarkable day by old men. Snow is yet 
deep & the roads wholly filled. Write to Judge Simeon 
Baldwin of New Haven about our ancestors. Study law. 
My friend W™ Lincoln, Esq., applies to me to take charge 
of the ^gis paper while ho is absent on a journey to 
Maine. 

19. Warmer, pleasant. Study law. Read many news- 
papers, ^gis exchanges with more than an hundred, so 
that one has to open one hundred different papers each 
week. 

20. I am told by Doctor [Benjamin F.] Hey wood that 
the snow is two feet deep on a level ! I There is great 
depth of ice too on the ground. Invited to spend the evg 
at the Misses Denny's and have pleasant time enough. 
They are sisters of Austin Denny, Esquire. 

22. Attend Meeting; hear Mr. Hill & D'. Bancroft. 
Visit in evening D^ Blood's, Mr. Allen's, D^ Bancroft's. 

23. Very cold indeed ; men with ears tied up. 

24. Cold, thaws a little, not nuich. Am chosen Secre- 
tary of the town's School Connnittee for the year. Make 
up newspaper. 

25. Attend the Court of Countv Commissioners. Will- 
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ard Day fails ; Gould & Patrick fail. Study Phrenology. 
Receive a poet Letter ex Lucretia Bancroft to visit Hon. J. 
Davis J spend eveg at whist & feeling each other's heads, 
find some well developed Bumps : 

26. So cold that every morning my water in wash 
bole freezes quite hard. Am made assignee of Avary 
Maynard with Sam Harrington ; write the assignment. 

27. Very pleasant, but cold. Examine yesterday, to- 
day and tomorrow. I make sharp speech to the Latin 
school which gives great offence to Mr. [Leonard] 
Worcester. 

28. Warmer, snow disappears rapidly. 

29. Attend meeting; dine with Gov. Lincoln, and 
read 3d vol. of Black Book by Mrs. Boyal. 

30. Cloudy, warm. Make an ^gis. Isaac Davis, 
Esq., marries Miss Mary H. Estabrook of Royalston. 



April, 1829. 

1. Warm & pleasant, snow disappears rapidly, thick 
banks of it yet remain. Have the Rheumatism in my knee 
very bad, do not go out. Cannot walk. Study law — not 
much. 

2. It has rained most of the night and rains most of 
the day. Knee yet lame and very provokingly so, does 
riot swell. Write some mortgages of personal property, 
&c. 

3. Am very lame and sick, can but just hobble, am 
visited by Doctor Blood. 

4. Warm, pleasant. Read newspapers and the North 
American Review. Am better. 

5. Take medicine and am more unwell. Call on Mr. 
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Wilson* the Postmaster out of his regular hours and he 
is very mad. 

6. Pleasant. Write Mr. Wilson a note and he returns 
a repentant letter. I forgive him. Vote for Governor 
[Levi] Lincoln for Governor, and Thos. L. Winthrop for 
Lieut. Governor — am better, have a bad cold. 

7. Am more unwell, knee lame from Rheumatism, 
feverish, send for Doc. [John] Green. Write for my 
paper and go to bed sick. 

8. Rains most of the day, do not go out. Fast day, 
hear guns, idle fellows firing at a mark ; meeting forenoon 
and afternoon. Invite Thos. Kinnicutt, Esq., and Henry 
K. Newcomb to dine with me. They play shoemaker hie 
all the afternoon, with Rice and Town. I never play 
myself — playing cards Fast day ! ! 

9. Rainy. Read the Weekly Journal^ a newspaper 
published by the pupils of Miss Lucretia Bancroft's school ; 
am greatly pleased. Rains most of the day. 

10. Rains much during the day. Get better of my 
lameness. The first appearance of small birds. Study 
law. 

11. The canal-boat "Washington," the first built in 
Worcester, is carried through the street on Avhccls from 
near the Gaol to the basin near the Distillery, where it is 
to be launched : there are banks of snow yet in the Main 
Street and the going very bad. Read the iV. A. Review. 
See a martin, lark & robin for first time. 

12. Attend meeting, hear Mr. Hill. Read an essay on 
the Eleusinian Mysteries by Ouvaroff ; am nmch instructed 
by it. Visit Isaac Davis & his new wife for the first time. 
Gov. Lincoln's & D'. Bancroft's. 

13. At ten o'clock the boat '* Washington " is launched. 



* Dea. James Wilson (of Firet Baptist Cliurcli) was postmaster from 1801 to ViiXi. 
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Emory Washburn, Esq., makes a speech on the occasion, 
writes a song and Emory Perry sings it ; have a collation 
aboard ; ride to the Red Mill and return ; attend Parish 
meeting & vote to raise $1568.00. Washburn's speech & 
song very good. Study law & read N. A. Review and 
[write] a letter to Ebenezer Baldwin, Esq., of Albany about 
our ancestors. Chief-Justice [Isaac] Parker is on his way 
to the Western Counties. 

14. Very pleasant. Supreme Court sits today, held by 
Judge [Samuel] Putnam. 

15. Make a specification of a Patent for Thomas 
Howe's Boot crimper. Very beautiful weather. Attend 
court. According to immemorial usage, Mr. George T. 
Rice, Hardware Merchant, is summoned before a Court, 
called the Augmentorial Court, composed wholly of old 
Batchelors, to answer for his desertion of the corps and 
wilfully, contra pacem^ uniting himself, malice with a 
woman in mamage. The defendant is 35 years of age 
and has led a life of commendable purity as appears ; but 
iiTifragable proof is adduced certifying the Hon. Court 
that he has often been led into temptation and has more 
than once demeaned himself coquettish in his conduct. 

Present, Hon. Silas Brooks, Chief Justice 

*' Joseph G. Kendall, Associate J. 
Chris : C. Baldwin, Clerk. 
John W. Lincoln, Marshall 
William S. Hastings, Cryer 
Emory Washburn, Attorney General 

Jurors 

William Lincoln, foreman 
Grardner Burbank 
Stephen Salisbury 
William D. Wheeler 
Samuel B. Rice 
Gardiner Paine. 

Henry K. Newcomb, Counsel for Defendant 
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The Deft, "wages his Law" and offers to justify his 
conduct ! ! After inviting the Coui*t and jury to partake 
of a sumptuous enteitainment provided at the Worcester 
Hotel moves for a continuance of the action until the next 
night, and invites all present to call at his house at 8 
o'clock P. M. 

Primates, Curia advisare vult, and the motion gmnted. 
April 16, the Deft, exhibits to the Hon. Court his new 
wife, and tho' not being able to " behold such beauty and be 
silent," looking first at the wife and then at each other, 
"presto," order a "non sequitur" and it was therefore 
recorded in these words : 

George Tilly Rice : The Court having examined the 
cause of your arrest order that you be discharged from 
duress and that you go thereof so discharged without day. 

Chris. C. Baldwin. 

" Mopso Nisa datur ! quid non spcremus amantes ? " 

16. Very beautiful indeed! George T. Rice marries 
Miss Elizal)eth C. Blake, youngest daughter of the late 
Hon. Francis Blake of this town. Attend the wedding 
paity in the evening. Seeing how happy it makes folk 
appear to marry, I am half inclined to go at the business 
myself. He is 35 & she 18 ! ! and a good match too. 

17. Write to the Hon. Henry Baldwin of Pittsburg, 
Penn., enquiring after his ancestors. Attend Court. Hon. 
John Davis and Charles Allen, Esq., dine with me at the 
Hotel, and W^ Lincoln, Esquire, Editor of the ^gis. 

18. Very pleasant. Ride to the Coal minc^ on horse- 
back with Joseph Willard, Esq., of Lancaster. Attend 
Court; hear two ingenious arguments, one from Hon. 
John Davis of this town, and one from Hon. Daniel Davis, 
Solicitor-General. 

19. Anniversary of the Battle of Lexington. Attend 



1 The coal mine was in the easterly part of Worcester, near Lake Quinsif^amond. 
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meeting. Dr. Bancroft gives a sermon on the late Rev. 
William Nash of West Boylston. He was bom in Williams- 
burg, Aug., 176S, grad. Yale '91 ; Prof, of Divinity there ; 
studied with Dr. Lothrop of West Springfield. Dine with 
Gov. Lincoln ; sup with T. Kinnicutt. 

20. Rainy. Attend court, tho. I have no business. I am 
only attorney. Read " Elements of Materialism " by Dr. 
Charles Knowlton, a native of Templeton ; think very well 
of his talents, but am sorry he has made such a bad 
book. 

21. Pleasant. Attend coui%. Assist friend Lincoln in 
making an ^gis. Spend the evening at Mr. [Calvin] 
Willard's, high Sheriff for the County. Have a sumptuous 
entertainment. Mr. Willard always affords such an enter- 
tainment once during each Court. I like him for it. 

22. Attend court during the day. Jonathan Holman 
comes from Templeton, bearing me the melancholy intelli- 
gence of the dangerous illness of my mother. I return 
with him immediately and arrive at Templeton 

23. at 4 in the morning. Find her very low. Thanks 
me for my timely arrival and converses sensibly upon her 
condition. Stay with her through the day and most of the 
night. 

24. On Friday morning, twenty minutes before seven, 
she dies without a struggle — consumption. 

25. The remains of my mother are deposited in the 
family tomb. Her maiden name was Abigail Ware Force, 
bom at New Braintree, 16th of June 1768. 

26. Attend meeting. Hear Rev. Mr. [Charles] 
Wellington. 

27. Remain with father all day. 

28. Continue with father ; he becomes sick. 

29. Go to Rindge with him and he feels better. 



20 American Antiquarian Society, 

30. Remain with him mitil noon, when I return by the 
stage to Worcester. The month has been unusually cold ; 
old men say there has been nothing like it since 1794. 

May, 1829. 

1. Pleasant. Attend court which [is] yet sitting. 
Purchase some books for father. Call on Mr. [Isaiah] 
Thomas, the Antiquary ; talk about old things ; his faculties 
are unimpaired — I call on him once a week. 

2. Wann. The steeple to our Unitarian church is 
raised. Have a justices' court before Emory Washburn, and 
he has gone to Springfield to examine Miss .... to see 
Avhether he can put up with her faults for $25,000, and 
take her for a wife. Get mv writs served overarain. Ride 
to Millbury with Austin Denny, Esq. Asa Waters' new 
house is great extravagance. Examine the gun factories. 

3. Rainy. Attend meeting all day, hear Mr. Hill. 
Dine with lion. John Davis. Read Edinburgh Review; 
receive 2nd No. of American Jurist; read N. T. Call at 
Mr. Kinnicutt's in eve ; see his three sisters, who have 
just come from Seekonk to reside permanently in this 
town. 

4. Cold. Attend couit. Make out papers for a Patent 
for setting fractured limbs for Doctor David S. C. H. 
Smith of Sutton. He is the son of the celebrated Dr. 
Nathan S., professor at Yale College. 

5. Doctor [John S.] Butler comes to town from North- 
ampton to establish himself as a Physician. 

6. Bonapai'te dies. Attend court. Ride to Holden with 
Ichabod Washburn to obtain evidence in his case at Bos- 
ton. Very pleasant. 

7. Warm. Set off on a journey with said Washburn ; 
go through Ward to Oxford, thence to Dudley, where we 
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dine and call on George A. Tufts, Esq., thence go to 
Woodstock, and stay over night at Ashford. 

8. Pass through Asliford to Mansfield, and thence to 
South Coventry to Mr. John Boyn ton's, an extensive 
Machinist ; lives on the border of Wangombog pond ; dine 
with him and return through Mansfield & Woodstock to 
Southbridge, where we remain all night. 

9. See Linus Child, Esq., who visits the factories with 
us. Pass through Charlton and Leicester to Worcester. 
The object of our journey was to examine cotton and 
woollen machinery and procure witnesses in a Patent case. 

10. Very rainy in the forenoon. Go to church. Dr. 
Bancroft preaches. Dine with Hon. John Davis and 
afterwards ride in my friend W? Lincoln's birchbark 
canoe with him and Mr. D. — a very pleasant ride. 

11. Cold ; snows at Paxton & Rutland. May Meeting. 
Chose 5 representatives, and vote to fence the common. 
Stephen Salisbury, Esq., dies at 5 P. M., aged 82. He is 
reputed the richest man in the County or that has ever 
l>een in it — $500,000 at least, & many suppose much 
more. 

12. Pleasant, but cold ; very cold for the season. Study 
law. Kead Edinburgh Review. 

13. Dr. Smith of Sutton visits me from Sutton ; con- 
verses on entomology, he having attended much to the 
subject. Attend Parish meeting. 

14. Warm and pleasant. Go into the woods with 
Rejoice Newton, Esq., for trees to ornament the burial- 
ground by the common. Jos. T. Turner, Caleb Newcomb, 
Thos. Kinnicutt, Esq., and Luther Burnett go with us. We 
return with seventy trees.* 



* Several of these trees are still standing [1900]. 
3 
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15. Set out the trees in the burial-ground. Attend the 
funeral of the remains of .Mr. Salisbury. Read the lives of 
the 12 apostles. 

16. Go with Ch's. Paine and get from the woods 40 
trees for the burial-ground and set them ; it rains very hard 
in the meantime. Have a justice court & enter fourteen 
actions. 

17. Fair. Attend meeting; dine with Hon. John 
Davis ; read New Testament; spend evening with W^ Lin- 
coln, Esq. 

18. Very pleasant & looks like rain. Read law. Walk 
at eveng with Misses Bancroft. 

19. Pleasant and wann, rains at sunset. Read law, 
Edinburgh Review, Mr. [John] Weiss, ^ the Barber, 
lately from Boston, gives me two beautiful pictures. 

20. Anthony Chase raises his sign as collector for the 
Canal ; that's according to custom. Am called on by the 
Rev. W? B. Spi'ague of West Springfield,*** who informs me 
that his collection of pamphlets contains nearly thirty 
thousand! I Examine Lat. school. 

21. Very pleasant and warm. Henry W. Miller of the 
firm of Rice and Miller of this town marries Miss Nancy 
Merrick, sister of Pliny Merrick, Es(i., of this town. Do 
not attend the wedding party in the evening. 

22. Study law. Ride on horseback. 

23. Very warm. Read Christian Examiner and witness 
the exhibition of a Caravan of animals. There were many 
monkeys. 

24. Attend meeting. Mi*. B[ancroft] forenoon and 
Mr. H[ill] afternoon. Invite H. K. Ncwcomb & brother 
J[oseph] W[arren] N[ewcomb] to dine with mc at Hotel. 

1 Father of Key. John Weiss. 

« William B. Sprague, D.D., removed from West Sprinp^fleld to Albany, N. Y., in 
1829. He was the author of Annals oS tfie American PulpU. 
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25. Wannest day. Read Christian Eocaminer. Study 
law. Write letters. 

26. Rains ; warm. Read American Jurist, 

27. Election day. Dine with William Lincoln, Escj., 
who boards with Hon. John Davis. Exceeding warm. 
After dinner fish in Mr. Lincoln's pond ; * catch many pouts 
and breams ; drink punch ; Mrs. D. and children ride in 
the boat. 

28. Warm and pleasant ; vegetation never appeared 
better. Meeting of Encampment at Holden ; do not 
attend ; they vote to move it to this town. Great excite- 
ment about Masonry. Ichabod Washburn raises his house 
without using any ardent spirit ; believed to be the first 
instance of the kind in New England. 

29. Rains most of the day. Read newspapers. 

30. Have a Justice's Court before Emory Washburn, 
Esq. Read the Federalist^ and newspapers. 

31. Attend meeting. Invite William Lincoln, Esq., & 
Henry K. Newcomb to dine with me ; have a good time. 

June, 1829. 

1 . Last day of service for June Court. Emory Wash- 
burn leaves the Hotel and commences boarding with Mr. 
[Benj.] Butman. Pay my quarter bill, $40.00. 

2. Rains, cold, afternoon warm and pleasant. Roll 
nine pins at New Worcester. Hon. Josiah Quincy inaugu- 
rated as President of Harvard College. 

3. Called up at 4 o'clock by a fire in Mechanick's 
street, [Samuel] Boyden's Blacksmith's shop, put it out ; 
damage $100. Examine school. Have Kinnicutt's horse 
and chaise. Hon. Jonathan Russell & Lady stay at Hotel. ^ 



* Lincoln's pond was where tbe soattaerly end of Crescent Street now is. 
' Jonathan Russell, LL.D., was one of the five Commissioners who negotiated the 
treaty of Ghent in 1814. 
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4. Cloudy but very wami. Spend the evening with the 
Hon. Isaac C. Bates of Northampton, now meml>er of 
Congress. The steam frigate, Fulton^ is blown up in Long 
Island sound by accidental firing of the magazine,, and 
thirty-two lives are lost. 

5. Very pleasant and very warm. Everything looks 
beautiful and promising ; the season is delightful. Isaiah 
Thomas LL.D. calls at my oflSce ; above 80 and yet healthy 
and vigorous.^ 

6. Make justice writs ; read Federalist; take tea with 
Hon. John Davis ; read Newspapers. Town meeting to 
reconsider the Vote by which the town authorized the 
fencing of the common ; some excitement about it. The 
street are mostly for it and the out parts of the town 
against. William Eaton, Isaac Davis, Jul)al Harrington, 
Docs. [John] Green and [B. F.] Hey wood oppose the 
interests of the street and all impute their conduct to a 
peoplish spirit; the vote is reconsidered, 100 for & 66 
con. 

7. Cloudy, but very wann. Mr. Hill preaches. Dine 
with William Lincoln and sup with him, and ride in his 
boat, and he and I and Hon. John Davis spend the after- 
noon (heaven forgive the sin) in catching frogs. 

8. ^Qdi,di Federalist ; study law ; examine school ; play 
whist at G. T. Rice's. 

9. Read Southey's "Book of the Church." Examine 
School at New Worcester with Thos. Kinnicutt, Esq., and 
spend evening with Dr. Flagg. 

10. There is a party this evening at Pliny Merrick's ; 
I do not attend. Take tea at Hon. J. Davis'. Read 
"Book of the Church." Read law. Ride on horseback 
with Charles Paine. 



1 Isaiah Thomas was the founder and first president of the American Antiquarian 
Society. 
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11. Cool, but fine weather. Read "Book of the 
Church." Examine Tatnuck school with Thos. Kinnicutt, 
Call at E[dward J.] Vose's, Esq. 

12. Doctor Jacob Porter comes to town and D"^ Thomas 
pays his board for 2 weeks. He is distinguished for his 
devotion to the natural sciences. He is a member of the 
A. A. S. There is a ride today to West Boylston among 
the old folks ; D' Bancroft and the like. 

13. Enter 15 justice actions. Ride horseback with W". 
M. Towne, Esq. 

14. Attend m. Mr. [Joseph] Allen of Noilhboro 
preaches. Dine with Mr. Geo. T. Rice and remain with 
him most of the afternoon. 

15. First day of the Court for June ; holden by Hon. 
Judge Cummins ; enter seventeen actions. Take tea with 
Mr. Kinnicutt. Ride on horseback. Read " Book of the 
Church." 

16. Attend court. 650 actions on the new docket. 
Beautiful weather. 

17. Attend court. Invite Thos. Kinnicutt and William 
Lincoln, Charles Allen, Esqs., to dine with me at the Hotel ; 
2 bottles. 

18. Attend court. Ride on horseback. Am sick. Dr. 
Butler gives me pills. 

19. Attend court, which rises at nine A. M. Accord- 
ing to immemorial use the members of the Bar in Worces- 
ter devote the afternoon to rolling nine pins; it is usual 
for court to rise on Saturday but it fell this time on Friday ; 
have a very pleasant time, and dont lose any money ; I 
bet only one fourpence per game. 

20. Have a justice court. Richard H. Vose, now of 
Augusta (Me.), and formerly lawyer in this town, came 
yesterday and left this day. 
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21. Attend meeting ; Dr. Bancroft forenoon, Mr. Hill 
afternoon ; a beautiful sermon. Dine with Gov. Lincoln. 
Have cherry s for the first time this year. Cool, but verj' 
fine weather. 

22. Set off for Templeton. Leave Mr. Wadsworth in 
my office. Arrive at Templeton at 12 at noon by stage. 
The country never looked better. Call on the neighl>or8 
and have a very pleasant time. 

23. Bains. Go a fishing and take two hundred ^crcA or 
thereabouts ; get wet through ; Henry Newton, Edward 
Loud, and brother Jonathan go with me. 

24. .Set off with father for the White Mountains ; pass 
through Winchendon, Fitzwilliam, Rindge, Jaffrey, Peter- 
boro, Hancock, Antrim, Deering, HilLsboro to Henniker, 
where we stay the first night, fifty miles. 

25. Pass through Hopkinton to Concord wiiere I call on 
Gov. [Benjamin] Pierce.* See the legislature in session. 
Boscawen, Salisbury. Visit the tomb of El)enezer Wel>- 
ster, father of Hon. Daniel We])ster. Franklin to James 
Sawyer's. 33 miles. 

26. Here spend the day. View the rapids, factories, 
&c. 

27. Pursue our journey through Sanbornton, Gihnan- 
ton, Guilford, Meredith, Senter Harbour, Moultonboro, 
Sandwich, Tamworth. 

28. Kains. Ossipee, Eaton, Conway, Bartlett. 

21). Rains. Adams through ungranted lands, to Han- 
son's, six miles from any inhabitant. 

30. Rains. Spend the day at Hanson's, vvliich is only 
four miles from the smnmit of Mount Washington, the 
highest of the White Mountains. 

1 Benjamin Pierce, father of President Franklin Pierce. 
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Jvly, 1829. 

\. Clear. Ascend Mount Washington with Mr. Han- 
son as my guide ; start from his house at half past five 
and reach the summit at quarter before ten, passing over* 
the top of Mount Madison in our course. At half past ten 
we are shut up in a cloud ; hails very fast at first for a 
few minutes, then snow, and then rains, the wind blowing 
very fiercely ; are unable to descend on account of the 
darkness occasioned by the denseness of the cloud. At 
eleven the storm ceases and the sky partially clear. Dis- 
tance from Hanson's to the pinnacle was about five miles. 
In 1827, on the 3rd July, I ascended Mt. Washington on 
the west side from Crawford's and find the east side much 
the easiest ; pursue the Pinkham road through Shelburne 

addition to Randolph. 

« 

2. Randolph, Killkenny, Jefferson, Lancaster, Dalton. 
On Connecticut River. Rains. 

3. Dalton, Littleton ; pass over to Flanders, in Water- 
ford ; back to Littleton, L3anan, Bath, Haverhill, Piermont, 
Orford. 

4. Orford, Lyme, Hanover, Lebanon, Plainfield, 
Cornish; pass over the Con. into Windsor; back to 
Cornish into Claremont ; Charlestown. Afternoon rainy. 

5. Charlestown, Walpole, Bellows Falls, Rockingham, 
Walpole, Westmoreland, Surry, Keene, Swansy, Marlboro, 
Troy. Rainy. 

6. Pleasant. Fitzwilliam, Royalston, Winchendon, 
Templeton. Find family well. Our journey has cost us 
ten dollars and eight cents each, and have travelled near 
four hundred & fifty miles. 

7. Pleasant. Return to Worcester by stage and con- 
clude Worcester to be the handsomest, largest and most 
flourishing town in our journey. 
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8. Cloudy ; read newspapers. Sup with W2 Liilcoln, 
Esq. 

1). Fair and warm ; read newspapei-s. Henry M. 
Sikes, Merchant, aged 40, dies of a consumption ; he was 
Ixn'n in this town. 

10. Very wann. Kinnicutt & wife go to the Springs, 
etc*. Examine two schools. Information is received that 
Levi Lincoln, Jr., is living-and not dead. Sup with W°. 
Lincoln, Esq. 

11. Very warai ; spend the day in reading newspapers. 

12. Very wann. Dr. Bancroft preaches. Mr. Hill 
h^ft town on Monday last to pay a visit to the White 
Mountains. Dine with William Lincoln, Esquire. 

i;j. Cool, dusty. Take charge of the ^gis while Mr. 
Lin(*()ln is absent at Boston with Mrs. Davis. 

14. Write for the paper. Read newspapers. 

1ft. Very wann; accounted one of the wannest that 
havo luH^n this summer. Attend on Mr. Charles Mirick, 
now Hwk ut the hotel. A native of North Yarmouth; for 
I ft months has resided in Boston; is a merchant; com- 
plivlht, utt'oction of the heart. 

Id. Warm. Read newspapers. Stay with Mr. Mirick 
\\\\\h\ of tho <lay. Think very highly of him. 

17, Mr, Hill and Washburn return from the White 
MountHiu'*. ^^»'• Mirick ])ccomes more unwell ; think him 
\\\ InM '***' I*** rovivoH. I stay with him during much of the 
M\ \\\\\\ hII tl»o night; Doc. Butler is his physician and is 
\\\w\\ dt^votod t(» him. 

\^. rioudv all <lay. Mr. Mirick is very low; unable 
\\\ <^\<\^V I^Mul, I writo to Rev. Asahel Bigelow of Wal- 
y\A\^ \\\\ \\\\\\x Nvl^o WHS my classmate. 

\\^ \ \\\\\\\ Hud warm and a little min. Attend Church ; 
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Rev. John Brazer preaches, from Salem. He is a native 
of Worcester. Mr. Hill in the afternoon. Dine at the 
Hon. John Davis' with my friend William Lincoln. 

20. Very warm. Stay with Mr. Mirick, our sick 
stranger. Read newspapers. 

21. Very waim. Make up the ^gis. Watch with 
Mr. Mirick during the night. Hear the celebrated Dr. 
[Lyman] Beecher preach in Mr. Waldo's Meeting house ; 
a very powerful preacher — never heard one more so.* 

22. Thought to be the warmest day so far. Read 
newspapers and concluded contract with Griffin and 
Morrill, proprietors and publishers of the National ^gis^ 
to edit that paper for two hundred dollars per annum, 
they furnishing me with all the periodicals as perquisites 
and paying quarterly. 

23. Cloudy, but very warm. Study law. Stay with 
the sick stranger. Remove my office to one formerly 
occupied by Austin Denny, Esq., nearly opposite the 
Worcester Bank ; hire it of Judge [Nathaniel] Paine ; pay 
thirty dollars a year ; pay quarterly. 

24. Very pleasant. Henry K. Newcomb invites me to 
go to Hopkinton Springs — a very pleasant place. 

25. Pleasant. Meet much company; roll nine pins, 
swing, hang the ring, talk to the ladies, walk with them, 
eat, drink and laugh ; return at night. See remarkable 
comet in eve., at 10. 

26. Warm. Attend meeting; Mr. Hill preaches. 
Dine with my friend W^ Lincoln at Hon. John Davis'. 

27. Warm. Read law and newspapers. 

28. Enter into contract with Griffin and Morril to edit 
the National ^gis for two hundred per year. 



> The CalviiiiBt (Central) Church building was erected by Hon. Daniel Waldo and 
for many years was known as " Mr. Waldo's Meeting House.*' 
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29. Examine school with Mr. Hill at N[ew] W[or- 
cester] . 

30. The greatest shower ever known ; much damage 
done. Abel Flagg's barn burnt by lightning. 

31. Cool. Read American Jurist. Take tea at Dr. 
Bancroft's. 

August y 1829. 

1. My birth-day. Kead law, Avierican Jurist & 
newspapers. 

2. Mr. [Edward B.] Hall* of Northampton preaches. 
Dine and sup with William Lincoln, Esq., & Hon. John 
Davis. Call at the Gov. in the eve. & find Hon. Daniel 
Wel>ster there. 

3. Ride with T. Kinnicutt, Esq., to Millbury, in com- 
pany of Gov. Lincoln, Mi\ Webster, Hon. Mr. Hunt of 
Brattleboro, and with them & other gentlemen at the 
Governor's. I have never seen any man who said so manj' 
good things as Mr. Webster. 

4. Make up my paper. Spend most of my time in 
reading newspapers. 

5. The National ^gis is issued with* my inaugural 
speech as Editor. I am paid two hundred dollars a year 
& have the exchange papoi*s, &c. 

6. The weather is warm and beautiful. I find that the 
number of papers that the ^gis exchanges with is one 
hundred. 

7. Mr. Sawyer visits me from Franklin, N. H. 

8. Read newspapers. 

9. Do not go to meeting ; stay with Mr. Myrick. 

10. Read papers and watch with Mr. Myrick. Mr. 
[William C] Rives, Minister to France, passes through 
town. 



^ Rov. Edward B. Hall, afterwards settled at Providence, K. I. 



Diary of Christopher O. Baldwin. 31 

11. Make my paper. Attend to oflSce business, which 
is smaller now than it has been for the year p^t. 

12. Very warm. Dine with Mr. Davis, and in the eve 
ride with Mr. Lincoln and Washbm'n on his pond till 1 1 
o'clock ; take coffee and return home. 

13. Watch with Mr. Myrick ; he gains a little. The 
season is fine. 

14. Study law, reviews, newspapers. 

15. Warm weather. 

16. Attend meeting — Doc. Bancroft in forenoon. Dine 
at Maj. [John] Davis.* Mr. Hill preaches a farewell 
sermon to the old house of worship and Dr. Bancroft 
[makes] a most eloquent prayer; much sobbing on the 
occasion. 

17. Last day of service for our next court ; very little 
business. 

18. James G. Carter, Esq., of Lancaster, sends Sam* 
Batcheller, Esq., (of Lowell) to me with a letter. 

19. Very pleasant. Chester Harding comes into town 
from Boston to take the portraits of Mrs. Salisbury and 
her son Stephen Salisbury, Esq.^ 

20. The meeting-house of the 2nd Congregational 
Society in. this town was dedicated this day. Sermon by 
the Rev. Dr. Bancroft ; consecrating pmyer by Rev. Mr. 
Hill ; and original hymn supposed to be written by Emory 
Washburn, Esq. House very much crowded. Dine at Mr. 
Thomas' public house ; walk with Mr. Harding. 

21. Pews are sold at auction in the new meeting-house. 
Mr. Simeon Burt pays the highest price, viz. $337, being the 
sixth pew on the south side of the aisle. I purchase No. 

1 John Dayis was commissioned March 18, 1820, as Judge Advocate, with the rank 
of Major, and was discharged from that office January 29, 1829. 

2 Harding also i>ainted a jiortrait of Mr. Baldwin, the author of the Diary, which 
is now in Antiquarian Hall. 
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55 and give $150, and sell half of it to Maj. Gardiner 
Paine. 

22. Carpet my pew, purchase a cushion at $8 ; am 
much pleased with it. 

23. Mr. Hill preaches fore & after noon in the new 
meeting-hoase. I dine at Maj. Davis' in company with 
Mr. Harding ; walk with him at evening. 

24. Make my newspaper and walk with Mi*. Harding ; 
am much pleased with him. 

25. Mr. Harding leaves town for Boston. I leave the 
hotel and commence boarding with Hon. John Davis, who 
resides on the estate of William Lincoln, Esquire, the 
residence of the late Lieut. Gov. Levi Lincoln. Col. 
John W; Lincoln and his brother William are fellow 
boarders.^ 

2(). Purchase pair of shoes of Augustus Cowdin ; 11/3 
price. 

27. Study law; read newspapers. 

28. Study law. 

29. Have a justice court before Emory Washburn, 
Esq. ; enter 12 actions. The day is very pleasant. 

30. Attend church all day. Furniture for my pew, 
consisting of three hymn books, hair cushions, carpet, 
fan, and rests, cost foui-teen dollars. 

31. The August or fall term of the Court of Common 
Pleas begins its session this day. 

Sept., 1829. 

1. Seven hundred actions arc entered at this term of 
Court of Common Pleas. Judge Strong presides. The 
day is very warm. 

* This estate was ou the west side of Lincoln Street, where the Moen house now is. 
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2. One of the warmest days of the season. Ther- 
mometer at 90 in the shade. In the evening a most 
tremendous thunder shower comes up ; many barns are 
struck and great damage done. 

3. Attend court. Few criminal cases. Grand Jury 
dismissed on Wednesday morning at opening court. 

4. Attend court. The weather very cold ; have a fire 
for the first time. 

5. Court rises. Ride to Ram's horn pond in Sutton or 
Milibury, a reservoir of the Blackstone Canal, in company 
with Hon. J. Davis, John W. Lincoln and William Lin- 
coln. All go in the Col.'s wagon with two horses and 
his new harnesses. Bring back many grapes, and notwith- 
standing my headache have a pleasant time. 

6. Attend meeting all day ; Mr. Hill and Doctor Ban- 
croft. Make calls in the evening as usual. Every body is 
delighted with the new house. 

7. Read law and Clapperton's second expedition into 
Africa. 

8. Make an ^gis — and read Clapperton ; it is a good 
book. 

9. Very pleasant weather. Read law and in evening 
invited to visit Mr. Geo. T. Rice's ; do not. 

10. Asa Walker fails. His brother Vamnus absconds 
with a girl, leaving a wife and children. He owes me one 
hundred and fifty dollars. Attend Mrs. Davis' party in 
evening. 

11. Col. Lincoln goes to his farm at Oakham in his two 
horse wagon and carries Mrs. Davis, with his sister, Mrs. 
[Rejoice] Newton, and Miss Sarah Bancroft ; they return at 
evening and give marvellous accounts of their adventures. 
The weather is pleasant ; a frost the last night kills much 
corn and other damage. 



34 American Antiquarian Society. 

12. Road law and Clappei-toii and newspapers. Day 
pleasant. The earth suffers for want of rain. My father 
visits me from Templeton. 

13. Mr. [Abner D.] Jones of Hubbardston preaches. 
Attend meeting fore & afternoon, do not think much of 
parson Jones. 

14. Read law ; my office is painted. 

15. Make my paper. Mr. Alonzo Lewis, author of the 
*' History of Lynn," attacks me in tiiQ Li/nn Mirror iov 
coiTccting a gi'oss en*or in his history in saying that our 
ancestors were Episcopalians. 

1(). Warm and pleasant. Read law and news. Find 
that I exchange with one hundred different presses. Mr. 
[John M.] Earle, editor of the Spy, excliangcs with a 
still larger number and Mr. [Emory] Washburn, editor 
of Yeoman with about one hundred. I do not know how 
many the Republican takes. 

17. I go with W™ Lnicoln to Shrewsbury and Grafton 
to procure testimony to be used in the trial of the Com- 
monwealth vs. Daniel Newton for the murder of Ezekiel 
Knowlton. The chances are against the prisoner. 

18. Read law and newspapers. 

19. Attend meeting. Rev. Mr. Thomas preaches all 
day ; a good preacher. 

20. Study law and write for my paper. 

21. Pleasant. 

22. Rainy. 

23. Study Davis's " Justice." 

24. Attend a party in the evening at Thomas Kinni- 
cutt's, Esq. ; a general turn out. 

25. Study law. 
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26. Beautiful weather. 

27. Attend meeting all day ; Mi*. Hill and Dr. Ban- 
croft. The weather is cold but pleasant. Spend the 
evening at home. 

28. Write for my paper, etc. Stephen Salisbury, Esq. , 
leaves town for Boston, and sails for Europe on Thursday 
next, in the Liverpool packet. 

29. Rainy. Attend a party at Major Rejoice Newton's, 
Esq**. ; it is a large party. 

30. Cloudy and rains in the evening. Attend a 
dancing party at Gov. Lincoln's. A great number of 
persons are there — from eighty to an hundred at least. 

October, 1829. 

1. Pleasant but cold. The Supreme Court is sitting 
this week. Daniel Newton is this day tried for the murder 
of Ezekicl Knowlton and is acquitted. Both of Shrews- 
bury. Ought to have been convicted of manslaughter. 

2. A party this evening at Mrs. Brazer's ; attend it. 
Joseph Willard of Lancaster delivers an address at the 
court house before the members of the Bar. It was near 
three hours long ; it did not tire. The best thing friend 
Jo. ever did. Have a splendid supper afterwards at 
Thomas' Coffee House, at which upwards of 70 lawyers 
sit down & partake. The members of the Court attend and 
drink many toasts which are remarkable for wit & sense. 
All insensibly, court & bar, grow quite smutty ; tell many 
bad stories. Hon. W™. Steadman of Lancaster keeps the 
table in a roar with his stories. Hon. Judge Nath^ Paine 
presides at the table. Gov. Lincoln and Rev. Dr. Ban- 
croft are present, besides Chief Justice Parker & the 
Judges. None of the company get drunk that I see — 
leave the table at one A. M. 
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3. Cold and pleasant. 

4. Attend meeting all day ; Mr. Hill and D"^. Bancroft. 
Spend the evening at Dr. Bancroft's with the Judges. 

5. Make my paper, read law and attend court. 

6. Court rises. Get ready for Cattle Show. 

7. Cattle Show day. Gov. Lincoln, president of the 
Agricultural Society. William Lincoln, Esq., delivei"s a 
very good address ; every one is pleased with it. I am 
one of the Managers of the Ball in the evening. It has been 
usual always to give a Ball "Cattle Show night" ; more splen- 
did fonnerly than now. Pay three dollars each for it. 
Hon. H. G. Otis, Mayor of Boston, Hon. Edward Everett 
are present. Gen. IL S. Dearborn, &c. Mr. Buckingham 
is here too, editor of the Boston Courier. Have a pleas- 
ant time. The day has been very pleasant and everything 
has gone off well. The Agricultural Society dine at 
Banister's. I dine at Dr. Bancroft's. 

8. Read papers and law. 

9. Pleasant and warm. Write a very long letter (being 
40 pages) to John Farmer, Esq., of Concord, N. H. He 
is about publishing his New Enf/land Register. My let- 
ter is on the subject of my ancestors. He is to return it 
when he has done with it. 

10. Pleasant. Infonnation comes to town that Gov. 
Enoch Lincohi of Maine is dangerously ill at Augusta, and 
this is confirmed at evening mail by a letter from Gen^ 
Coney, who writes that the case of Mr. L. appears hope- 
less. 

11. Cloudy. William Lincoln starts for Augusta in the 
mail stage. I attend meeting all day. Dr. Bancroft — 
Mr. Hill. I dine at Gov. Lincoln's. Kains at ni^ifht. 

12. Letters are received bearinor the melanchollv infor- 
matiou of the death of Enoch Lincoln, Governor of the 
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State of Maine, on Thursday the 8th inst. at one quarter 
past ten P. M. Born in this town Dec. 28, 1788, elected 
Gov. 1826, reelected twice without opposition ; was to 
have been married on the first of Jan. See Nation, ^gis 
for Oct. 14 & 21, for further particulars. His Excellency 
Levi Lincoln leaves town at noon for Augusta. The funeral 
is on Thursday next. 

13. Very pleasant. Make an ^gis; read law. 

14. Very pleasant. Assist Isaiah Thomas, LL. D., 
President of the A. A. S. in making an account of books 
given to the Society within the year. 

15. Very pleasant. Assist Mr. Thomas. 

16. Very pleasant. Assist Mr. Thomas. 

17. Very pleasant. Assist Mr. Thomas. 

18. Cloudy. Mr. Noyes of Brookfield preaches ; in 
afternoon I hear Rev. John Nelson at South Meeting- 
house.^ 

19. Cloudy, rain in evening. Write for my paper. 
Attend a meeting of American Antiquarian Society. 

20. Carry a subscription paper to Isaiah Thomas to 
raise funds for publishing a Catalogue of Library of A. A. 
S. and he gives one hundred dollars.^ 

21. Go to Boston in the mail stage which leaves at 12, 
noon. Reach Boston at 6 ; go to the Tremont Theatre ; 
hear Cooper. 

22. Put up at the new Tremont House. It opens this 
day. Go to theatre ; hear C. 

23. Anniversary of the landing of Columbus. Annual 
meeting of American Antiquarian Society ; I am Librarian 
& make my report. Dine with His Hon. Lieut. Gov. 
Winthrop. Go to theatre again. 

^Rev. John Nelson, D.D. of First Congregational Church, Leicester, Mass., for 
nearly sixty-years. * The catalogue was published in 1837. 

4 
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24. 5 last days all beautiful. Return to W. 

25. Don't go to meeting. 

26. Very pleasant. This is called Indian Summer. 

27. Write for my paper. 

28. Study law. Very pleasant, warm. 

29. Mild as before. Study law. 

30. Cloudy ; a storm coming. 

31. Rains all day and through the night. 

November y 1829, 

1 . liains ; cold northeaster ; wind blows violently. I 
attend meeting ; Mr. Hill, Dr. Bancroft. I dine at Gov. 
Lincoln's. The new piazza is completed. 

2. Rains most of the day. Have sick headache. 
Study law and write for my paper. 

3. Rainy with a strong northeast wind. Make up my 
paper. There are many failures. 

4. A gross and malignant libel is published this morn- 
ing upon me in the Worcester County liepublican, Jubal 
Harrington is the author. I apply to Hon. John Davis for 
advice, and direct him to do for me as may be proper ; 
Emory Washbuni, Esq., is joined with hhn. I am in- 
formed that Pliny Merrick, Escj., County Attorney, advised 
Harrington ! Hon. John Davis delivers an address before 
the Worcester County Lyceum ; very good.^ 

5. Pleasant. This evening a meeting of the Odd Fel- 
lows. The restoration of the library of the society is 
the subject of the meeting. These are my friends : Col. 
•fohn W. Lincoln, Emory Washburn, William M. Towne, 
Henry K. Newcomb, George T. Rice, Henry Paine and 



> Afterwards known as the Worcester Lyceum, which had courses of lectures 
nearly every winter till 1856, when it was merged in the Younj; Men's Library 
Association, 
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James Green, whose kindness and friendship I must not 
forget. And these are my enemies : Col. Pliny Merrick, 
Isaac Davis, Jubal Harrington, Otis C. Wheeler, William 
N. Green, and two or three others, their hostility and 
attempt to confinn the libel in the Worcester Republican of 
yesterday, I, in part, forgive but can never forget. 

6. There have been more failures within the last 3 weeks 
in this town than have been ever known in the same time 
before. They are mostly farmers ; they have averaged 
almost one a day ! ! Sorry day for them & for me ! 

7. A northeast storm ; rains all day. William Lincoln 
returns at night from Maine, where he has been during the 
last fom* weeks. He left town Oct. 11, on the news of 
the sickness of Gov. Enoch Lincoln, his brother. I request 
him to unite himself to Maj. Davis and Mr. Washbura in 
my behalf to look after the author of the libel mentioned 
yesterday. 

8. Tempestuous. Attend meeting. Rev. Mr. [Calvin] 
Lincoln of Fitchburg preaches.^ 

9. Pleasant. Read New England Register^ by John 
Fanner of Concord, N. H. ; full of mistakes, yet a good 
book. 

10. Rains. Much excitement about the libel. I have 
a letter sent to Jubal Harrington, asking him whether I 
am the person alluded to in his paper of Nov. 4. Make 
my paper. 

11. Very cold. Read law. In evening play whist at 
Maj. Davis'. The ground freezes for the first time. 

12. Study law. Fraternity of Odd Fellows meet in 
the evening and continue their session until near 11 
o'clock. The libel referred to on the 4th is the subject. 
Twenty vote for me and 8 against me ; two of the 8 arc 

* Rev. Calvin Lincoln, ordained pastor of First Congregational Society ( Unitarian ) 
in Fitchburg, June 30, 1824. 
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from out of town. The meeting is adjourned to Saturday 
evening. 

13. Great excitement about the libel and the authors of 
it begin to repent & propose terms ; are very humble. 
They promise a full & satisfactory repamtion ; I promise 
to accept it. 

14. It snows in the moniing & by 8 o'clock it is two 
inches deep. This is the first appearance of snow this 
season. An apology for the Republican is shown me by 
Col. Merrick, in the handwriting of Isaac Davis, with which 
I am satisfied. A meeting is called in the evening, and a 
vote passes giving the books to the Lyceum and thus fully 
justifying my conduct. Otis C. Wheeler makes a written 
apology and I forgive him ; but the others — Isaac 
Davis — Pliny Merrick. The Society of Odd Fellows is 
dissolved, and a supper proposed to be had during Court 
week. I obtain a complete triumph over them. 

When the Odd Fellows' Socictv was first or^mnized 
(1825), a vote was passed that at its dissolution the library 
should l)e given to the American Antiquarian Society. Dur- 
ing the last 8 or 10 months no meetings of the Society have 
l)een called and no officers elected. The constitution of it 
requires that the officers shall be chosen quarterly. From 
this state of thintrs, my friend W™ Lincoln & myself took 
the books and depositinl them in A. A. S., according to 
the vote. We were the more induced to this course from 
the fact that the books have been improperly kept, and it 
is believed that many of them have ])een lost. Soon after 
their removal, we notified several of the Society of it and 
(concluded that when the members should recjuire their 
return, the re(iuest should be complied with if properly 
made. Nothing was said to us about it for 5 or (> weeks 
and no recjuest ever made to have them returned. On 
Wednesday, Nov. 4th, Jubal Harrington, editor of the 
Worcester County liepublicany under the editorial head of 
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that paper, advertised the Library as Stolen^ and offered a 
reward for the thief, and referred to my report as librarian 
of the A. A. Society for information. This notice was a 
most malignant libel, for it could not but be understood 
that I was the person pointed at as the thief — for the 
detection of whom a reward was offered. On seeing this 
libel, I went immediately to some of the members & offered 
to restore the books, thinking that that would be suflScient. 
But nothing was done until the next night when a meeting 
of the Society was called and the subject of the libmry 
was gravely brought upon the carpet. Pliny Mer- 
rick, County Attorney, was the leader of the malig- 
nant spirits, who attempted to get a committee appointed 
to wait on the American Antiquarian Society and demand 
the books, thereby justifying the published libel. This 
being the case, and my friends finding that they were in 
the minority and that my character was at stake, sent a 
messenger to my office to appraise me of their deteimina- 
tion. I went before the Society and made a full and 
complete disclosure of every fact connected with the sub- 
ject under consideration. This, with some very appro- 
priate remarks from my friend, induced to an adjournment 
of the meeting for one week, and at the same assurances 
were given that the books should be returned. 

In the meantime, my friend William Lincoln returned 
from Maine, and when informed of what had been done, 
joined with my friends and appeared at the next meeting 
and offered resolutions expressive of their sense of indig- 
nation at the libel and a justification of the removal of the 
books. This meeting was adjourned to Saturday evening, 
Nov. 14, when the society was dissolved by a large vote 
and the books given to the Lyceum. 

When the libel was first published, I applied to John 
Davis & Emory Washburn to call on Jubal Harrington for 
an explanation, which he answered by saying that he did 
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not intend that it should allude to mo, & that the aiticle 
was furnished by two gentlemen whose names he could not 
then give up. 

15. Warm & pleasant; snow all disappears. Attend 
meeting all day. Rev. Dr. Bancroft & Mr. Hill. 

16. Write for my paper. Samuel Allen, Jr., fails and 
is said to owe forty thousand dollars. Dr. Bancroft 
(now 74) says that there never has been such a failure in 
town before. lie has lived here above forty years. 

17. Rainy. Attend a party in the evening at Mr. 
George T. Rice's. 

18. Rainy. The Republican contains the apology 
mentioned on Saturday. Study law^ and read Farmer's 
New England RegiMer, A very good book, but full of 
mistakes ; still I like the book. 

19. Study law and read newspapers. 

20. The antiraasonic excitement w^hich has prevailed 
so generally in Nc^v York begins to be felt in the adjoining 
towns. Public sentiment is wiiolly against it. 

21. Am requested to deliver a lecture before the 
Lyceum. 

22. Attend meeting all day ; Dr. Bancroft and Mr. 
Hill. 

23. This is the last day of service for Dec. Court of 
C'ommon Pleas. It rains hard all day & becomes very 
muddy. 

24. Make my newspaper and look up a subject for 
my lecture. 

25. Have the sick headache all dav. 

2G. Thanksgiving day. Dine at Gov. Ijincoln's with 
Mr. Hill, Mr. Washburn and Newcomb. Si)cnd the after- 
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noon at Dr. Bancroft's frolicking, and the evening at Gov. 
Lincoln's. In 1823, 1824, 1825, 1826, 1827, I eat my 
Thanksgiving dinners with my friend William Lincoln at 
his mother's. The two last years I have had it at Gov. 
Lincoln's, and have had my Thanksgiving supper at Gov. 
Lincoln's seven years in succession. In the night the 
snow falls about 4 inches & the day has been rainy. 

27. Very pleasant. 

28. Mr. Davis goes to Washington & I return to the 
hotel to board ; pay Mrs. D. $40.00. 

29. Do not go to church. 

30. Make paper. 

December y 1829. 

1. Snow disappears. 

2. In the evening I deliver a lecture before the 
Worcester Lyceum ; subject of it being the Steam Engine ; 
delivered in the Town Hall. 

3. Study law and prepare for court; read newspapers. 
Warm for season. 

4. Examine school at north part of town. This is 
pronounced the coldest day that has been in the sea- 
son. 

5. Warm. Study law and attend a reference — R. Mills 
vs. J. P. & D. Kettell's. 

6. Sunday. Attend meeting all day. Dine at J[ohn] 
Davis' and take tea there. 

7. Get ready for court; enter twelve actions. Hon. 
Judge Strong presides. 

8. An antimasonic meeting is held at the Couit House 
for choosing Delegates to the State Convention at Boston 
on the last Wednesday of this month. Pliny Men'ick, 
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Esq., of this town, attends the meeting, makes a speech, 
renounces masonry and represents the institution as cor- 
rupt in its principles and dangerous to government. He 
has been High Priest of the Chapter in this town. 

9. Attend court all day. 

10. Attend court all day. Pleasant. 

11. Attend court and in evening examine old couil 
files with my friend Jo. Willard of Lancaster. 

12. Write to Hon. John Davis ; look over newspapers. 

13. Do not go to meeting. Dine at Hon. John Davis' 
and take tea there. 

14. Hon. Judge Cummins takes the place of Judge 
Strong and the court commences a second week's session. 
Make my paper ; abuse Col. Merrick in it and he stops 
his subscription. 

15. Attend court. Visit Isaiah Thomas, Esq., daily; 
ho is sick with a cancer. Col. Merrick's conduct is viewed 
with disgust by the public. 

1(). Attend court; report criminal cases for my paper. 

17. Attend court. Wann for the season. 

18. Attend court. 

19. Attend court ; it adjourns to Monday. 

20. Warm and pleasant. Attend meeting all day. 
Mr. Hill. Dine and sup with William Lincoln at Hon. J. 
Davis'. 

21. Write to Maj. Davis at Washingt<>n. Attend 
court. Have a trial and ":et mv case. 

22. Landing of the fathers at Plymouth. Very pleas- 
ant and warm. Hon. W"'. Sullivan of Boston makes the 
Anniversary Address at Plymouth. We celebrate the day 
here in Worcester, and have a very great time. Have a 
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supper at Mr. Bannister's tavera.* William Lincoln de- 
livers an oration and Emory Washburn a poem. Nearly 
an hundred sit down to the supper. Col. John W. Lincoln 
presides. His Excellency the Governor and Hon. Judge 
Cummins are present ; Rev. D**. Bancroft and Rev. Mr. 
Hill also. The whole goes off very pleasantly. Ought 
not this day to be more noticed in New England. It 
should be made a grand holy day. I meet with the Rev. 
Joseph Emerson of Weathersfield, Conn. I find him an 
excellent antiquary and he gives me some historical tracts 
of which he is the author. I dine with Isaac Goodwin,^ 
Esq., and eat succotash in honor of the Pilgrims. He is a 
native of Plymouth ; his wife also. 

23. Attend court. It is warm & muddy. 

24. Make my paper and attend court. 

25. Christmas. Very warm & pleasant. Attend 
meeting; Rev. Mr. Hill preaches. Am invited to Hon. 
A[bi]ah] Bigelow's ; do not attend. Attend court, & in 
evening go to a party at Mr. Sheriff Willard's. Memliera 
of the Bar attend. Court adjourns. 

26. Wai-m, and very bad travelling. 

27. Attend meeting all day ; Rev. Mr. Hill and Dr. 
Bancroft. I dine and sup with Mr. Lincoln and Mrs. 
Davis. 

28. Very warm and pleasant. Prepare my paper. 
Visit Mrs. Davis and play whist in the evening. 

29. Waim. Make up my paper, and get ready to visit 
Templeton. 

30. Set off for Templeton. Going very bad. Warm 



* Samuel Banister was landlord of the Central Hotel in 1829, which stood on the 
present site of the Bay State House. 

* Isaac Goodwin came to Worcester from Sterling in 1826. He was a member of 
the American Antiquarian Society and delivered the address at the opening of the 
first Antiquarian Hall, in August, 1820. 
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and pleasant. Ground not frozen. Find Lowell Barrage 
of Templeton ploughing. Reach home about two P. M. 

31. Warm and pleasant. Hunt all day with Henry 
Newton & Edward Loud ; find nothing. Spend the 
evening i)laying whist with father and brother Jonathan 
and some friends. Usher in the New Year with glad faces 
and merry hearts, and after wishing that the end of the 
New Year may again find us thus happy, retire to rest. 

January^ 1830, 

1. A very beautiful day. I am at Templeton, and 
spend the whole day in hunting. In the evening, the 
neighbors call at my father's and the time is spent in talk- 
ing about former days and those who are now dead. Play 
whist. 

2. Pleasant as before and warm. I read Gill Bias in 
the morning, and then take gun and dog, in company with 
brother Jonathan, and we go a hunting. Just at sunset we 
find a red scjuirrcl upon the top of a very high dead pine 
and we fire at him seven times before we bring him down ; 
adjudge to be twelve rods high and nothing in sight but his 
tail and ears ! Neighbors come in at evening and we spent 
the time in pleasant conversation, W™. Brown & Henry 
Newton. 

3. Again very pleasant. Stay at home and read Gill 
Bias. Neighbors come in at evening and we talk about 
the excitement against Masonry. 

4. Rise early, the day being pleasant 8c go a hunting 
all day. Have Asa Hosmer with me, who is a hunter by 
profession having done nothing else for several years. 
He informs me that durin<i: the last fall he cau<rht eiffht 
hundred and thirty dozens of i)igeons, and the story is 
confirmed ])y his father. Wo hunt foxes all day and 
have no luck. Some of the ncighl)ors come in at night 
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& we talk about old times and how Templeton looked 
formerly. 

5. Very pleasant, tho' it rained during Sunday night, 
which rendered the travelling very bad. At eleven, take 
the stage and return to Worcester. Have Isaac Bassett 
for a companion. There was a small boy in the stage 
whom we leave at Holden, believing him to be runaway ; 
his name was Skiff, ten years old. Reach Worcester at 
sunset. 

6. Resign my place as Editor of the uEgis. Its duties 
interfere with my profession. 

7. The prophesy of the author of this Almanack is 
wonderfully correct. He says, "may now look out for 
some snow," and true it is, for the weather has looked like 
snow every day, but no snow has fallen, and I presume 
that only an expectation was intended.^ 

8. Study law and make a specification for a patent for 
Asa White of Templeton, for a Post OflSce Stamp. Ho is 
a son of Abel White of Phillipston. 

9. This is the coldest day thus far. Write a letter to 
Rev. William Goodale, American missionary at the Island 
of Malta, and send it with a number of the North Ameri- 
can Review^ by the Rev. Mr. Temple, missionary to that 
place. Mr. Goodale is a native of Templeton. 

10. Rains all day very hard. Attend meeting and 
hear Rev. Mr. Thayer,^ son of Rev. D^ [Nathaniel] Thayer 
of Lancaster. Very well. 

11. Attend court which sat all last week, it having 
been adjourned from 26th ult. to 5th inst. 

12. Very cold. We have venison today for dinner 
and have six gentlemen to dine with me. Dr. Butler & 

' Robert B. Thomas'H Farmer' a Almaiuic. 

' Christopher T. Thayer, for a quarter of a century minister of the First I'arish of 
Beverly. 
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T[h(>rnton] A. Memck invite other gentlemen and we 
have a very [)lea8ant time of it indeed. We drank tem- 
l)erately, yet did not go away dry, nor suffer our friends 
to, either. In the evening attend a paity at Geo. T. Rice's. 

13. Cold. Snow scjualls. The earth yet bare. Court 
of C. C. P. rises this day, having been in session for above 
four weeks. In the evening attend a meeting of the 
Lyceum. Rov. Mr. Going delivers a lecture on Domestic 
Kconoiny, which is very well received by the society.* 

14. Cloudy, and the frost gathers upon the trees. 
Austin Denny, Es(|., agent of the Franklin Insumnce 
Office, renews my policy of insumnce. My Books arc 
insured to the value of three hundred and fifty dollars. 
The policy, at Mr. Denny's request, is dated Jan. 2, 1830, 
— premium one dollar & ninety-three cents. Write a let- 
ter to Ed. of Boston Mirror in answer to enquiries do 
(/ol. Pliny Merrick. Read the Life of D'. Franklin and 
visit the Lyceum with Mrs. Worthin^ton & sister. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Paine^ wife of Hon. Nath^ Paine, dies in the 
afternoon of this day, aged G5. 

15. The ice gathers plentifully on the trees and they 
exhibit a most beautiful appearance. I examine two 
schools, one in forenoon and one in afternoon. 

1<). Very rainy all day and icy. Attend the funeral of 
the late Mrs. Paine. The family omit wearing mourning 
apparel and this is the first instance I have known. 

17. Attend meeting. Funeral scnuon on the death of 
Mrs. Paine by IK. Bancroft; afternoon a sermon on mourn- 
ing apparel by Mr. Ilill. Dine and sup with W". Lincoln 
at Maj. Davis'. Attend omtorio in the evening. Go with 
Miss Bartlett of Smithfield. Snows in evening. Great 
complaint lias existed for a long time against the practice 

* Rev. Jonathiin (Joinp^, D.I)., miniHt<;r of the Firnt Haptist <.'lnir<'li in WorcoRter 
from 1816 to lt»l. 
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of wearing expensive mourning apparel, occasioned by the 
death of friends or relatives. The first person who ven- 
tured to make an inroad upon fashion and discourage such 
an expensive and embarrassing custom was the Hon. 
Nathaniel Paine, the Judge of Probate for the County of 
Worcester. The aged rarely take lead in the work of 
innovating upon long established usages. Judge Paine, 
however, must enjoy the fame of having been first to set 
an example in this particular. He did it on an occasion 
when no one, who was acquainted with his estimable and 
excellent lady, could impute to it a wrong motive. It 
appeared very odd and singular to see the family the next 
day, which was Sunday, attending Church without any 
appearance of mourning. They wore their usual dress 
and the example was well thought of by all excepting a 
few elderly women who regarded the change as pagan 
and heathenish and would by no means consent to its 
adoption. The Rev. Mr. Hill preached on the subject on 
Sunday afternoon and he made a most furious attack upon 
the fashion of mourning. Rev. Mr. Going preached to his 
people on the same subject. I understand that a society 
was formed at Newburyport immediately after the Revolu- 
tion to do away with the practice of wearing mourning. 
It had a constitution which the members of the association 
subscribed to, and a strong effort was made to increase the 
members and extend the influence of the society. Com- 
merce, however, about that time was managed so success- 
fully and the trade of Newburyport was so prosperous that 
the members of the society diminished instead of being 
increased. Money became plenty and the pui'chase of 
mourning apparel was not felt as a burden. Some of the 
members of the association lived up to the constitution 
through life, and Joshua Coflin infoiins me that there are 
those yet living who still adhere to the practice. 

18. Pleasant and cold. Study law. 
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19. Pleasant and cold. Send two hundred dollars to 
Col. Lee, by Jonathan Cutting, Jr., from W". T. Lesure of 
Gmfton, and eighty-eight dollars to A. Turner by same 
from E. H. Trowbridge. Jacob Wales, Esq., of Win- 
chendon, is witness. 

20. Cold. Joshua CoflSn, Esq., of Newbury, calls on 
me. A most diligent antiquary. Talk with him about old 
times. He offers to make out a catalogue of the libmry 
of A. A. S. The venerable president declines engaging 
him. Settle with Griffin & Morril. Annual meeting of 
Morning Star Lodge. Have a full meeting. Otis Corbett 
made master. 

21. Cold. Study law. , 

22. Very cold. Examine a school. In the evening 
call at Ichabod Washl)urn's. 

23. Very cold indeed. Study law. 

24. Attend meeting. Rev. Mr. Allen of Northboro 
l)reaches. Dine and sup with Mrs. J. Davis. 

25. Cold. Study law. Snows and some sleighing. 

26. Coldest day thus far. Jo. Davis of T. calls. 

27. Col. Lee of T. calls. Cold. Dr. Butler lectures. 

28. Ordination of Rev. Mr. [John S. C] Abbott over 
the Calvinistic Society in this town was on this day, being 
Thursday. The day was exceedingly pleasant and the col- 
lection of people unusually large. The performances were 
all of a high character and the more acceptable because of 
the absence of all uncharitableness to other denominations. 
The scnnon by the Rev. Mr. [Joel] Ilawes of Hartford (a 
native of Brookfield in this County) was well received. I 
have never attended an ordination where the services were 
more acceptable. Mr. Abbott is a native of Brunswick, 
Me., and is very much beloved by the people under his 
cliarge. I think he will be much respected by the other 
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parishes. His appearance thus far is altogether in his favor. 
There was an oratorio in the evening at the South Meeting 
House com{)osed of the singers from the different parishes 
in the town, under the direction of Mr. Emory Perry, 
which was numerously attended.^ I was present and 
enjoyed it very much. The house was very full. 

29. Cold. 

30. Coldest day for two years. 10 below zero. 

31. Cold. Dine & sup with Mr. Davis. 

February, 1830. 

1 . The weather moderates and at nine in the evening, it 
commences snowing and continues until today noon. The 
snow is now about ten inches deep and is in quantity 
greater than all that has fallen before put together. Study 
law all dav. 

2. Cloudy; not cold. Good sleighing. Invite Miss 
Elizabeth Green to ride with me to Wesson's in Westboro. 
Accompanied by Emory Washburn, Esq., with Miss Giles 
from Fitchburg, and Henry K. Newcomb with Miss Helen 
Bigelow of Petersham, daughter of Hon. Lewis Bigelow. 
Leave Worcester at 4 P. M. and return between nine and 
ten. Have an exceedingly fine time. 

3. Pleasant. Fine sleighing. Study law all day. In 
the evening get a double sleigh and ride to Leicester 
with A. D. Foster, Esq., and his wife. Miss Giles, Miss 
Bigelow and Washburn, all in one sleigh. They sing, 
going and returning, which sounds very prettily. Have 
some hot coffee and return at half past nine. The ride is 
very pleasant. On my return, find my friend Doctor 
Elisha Bartlett at the hotel. We spend much of the night 
together. He resides at Lowell & is now on his way to 
visit one of his townsmen taken sick in New York Citv. 



Emory Perry was for many years a noted music and singing teacher at Worcester. 
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4. Wanner and looks like a stonn. The sleighing is 
j)crfect. Many parties of i)leasure are formed to enjoy 
it. 

5. Very pleasant, and very cold. A sleigh ride is got 
up to go to Westboro. Mr. Ncwcoml) induces me to 
attend. Ride with him and Marv and Catherine Robinson 
in a 4-h()rse sleigh. Leave Worcester at 3 and return at 10. 
Between 20 & 30 In the party. Most all married peoi)le. 
Mulled wine was prei)ared for the ladies and flip for the 
gentlemen, but by mistake the flip is carried to the ladies 
and they do not find their error until our flip is mosth' 
gone, when they pronounce it very unpleasant stuff ! ! I 
find that I have been very dissipated this week, and foim a 
resolution to be more sober. 

(). Thermometer this moniing at 8 o'clock stands 10° 
])elow zero. It is very cold all day, and is said to be as 
cold as it was last Saturday. The Debating Club, composed 
of law students generally, hold a public debate. Oliver 
Harrington's store at New Worcester is burnt. Alarm 
ffiven about 10 at ni«:ht. Theimometer 10° below zero. 
I attend the fire. Get very wet. Freeze my ears and both 
cheeks. Work the enfjine with diflSculty. Return at 2 
o'clock. Intensely cold. Many freeze themselves. 

7. Thermometer 10° below zero at 8 o'clock, A. M. 
Attend meeting in afternoon ; Dr. Bancroft. Dine with 
Mrs. Davis & Lincoln. Washburn is there. 

8. Snows all the forenoon and cloudy most of day. 
Study law. Mr. Worcester, formerly instructor of Latin 
School, calls on me to see records of the School Committee. 
I show them and he makes copies of parts of them. He 
called on me on Thursday last for same purpose and si)ent 
an hour in the examination. I fear that he has no <rood 
object in view. I am told that he is about making a book 
of the committee because they removed him. 
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9. Warmer and pleasant. In evening attend a geo- 
graphical lecture from Mr. Evans. 

10. Thaws rapidly all day and rains in the night. In 
the evening settle with William Lincoln, Esq. Adjust the 
concenis of our partnership which was formed in 1825 in 
the editor and proprietorship of the Worcester Magazine 
and Historical Journal. We lose our labor and much 
money besides. I believe in the doctrine of total depravity, 
I am a lover of mankind generally y but I have little reject 

for them individually, 

11. It is warm in the morning having rained during 
the night. Grows colder. 

12. Very cold. Study law all day, and in the evening 
attend Mr. Evans' lecture on geography. Go with Miss 
Elizabeth Green. 

13. Study law all day. The debating club hold a 
public meeting this evening. 

14. Attend meeting at Old South forenoon and hear 
Mr. [J. S. C] Abbott the successor of Mr. [Loammi I.] 
Hoadly . Like him very well. Hear Dr. Bancroft in after- 
noon at our own church. Have tea with Mrs. Davis. 

15. Last day of service for March Court. There is 
very little suing ; at least, I have very little to do, and I 
understand that others have very little. I do not attend 
Mr. Evans' lecture this evening. 

16. Cloudy and prospect of rain all day. Write to 
Noah Webster, Esq., of New Haven, requesting him to 
give a copy of his dictionary to A. A. S. 

17. Warm. Thaws much. Study law all day. 

18. Warm. Examine school. In evening attend Mr. 
Evans' lecture with Lucretia Bancroft. 

19. Warm, like March. Thaws rapidly. Examine 
school. Sleighing bad. Washburn goes to Boston to 
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help Joseph Willard, Esq., of Lancaster, get iriarriccl. 
Attend Mr. Evans' lecture in evening with Lucretia Ban- 
croft. 

20. Warm & springlike. Purchase David Day's right 
in equity. Give $824.00 and my note for that sum \ 

21. Warm. Attend meeting in forenoon; Dr. Ban- 
croft. Dine at Mrs. Davis' with William Lincoln. Spend 
the afternoon with him. 

22. Washington's birthday. Ball in evening. I do 
not attend. It has been the invariable practice in this town 
for many years on the 22nd of February, the birthday of 
Washington, to have a public ball. I have been here seven 
years and a like observance of the day has not been omitted. 
During my residence here, I have, until now, at every 
l)all with the exception of three, taken pait as one of the 
managers. This year I did not attend. I am told by 
those who did that the occasion was very pleasant tho' the 
number was small, being only a])out twenty couples. Tho 
expense to each has always been three dollars. The music 
generally consists of two fiddles, a clarionet or bugle and 
base viol. The entertainer furnishes this under direction 
of the managers, and also carriiiges to collect & distribute 
the ladies. Two coaches are employed with a manager in 
each, who commence soon after sunset to cany the ladies 
to the hall, and it is a pai*t of their duties to wait upon 
them lumie in the same way. The party retires about one 
o'clock, sometimes earlier and sometimes later. 

23. Wanu. Snow disappears very fast. Study law. 
Get a new green coat of W[illiam] & A[ll)(^rt] Brown. 
Agree fourteen & half dollars. I have been too extrava- 
gant. Resolve to be more economical. 

24. Very pleasant. Dine at the lion. Judge Paine's. 
Have a pleasant time. Make out a specification of a 
patent for Abner Foster of Phillipston for machine for 
mortising. 
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25. Warm again. Study law. Attend Evans' lecture 
with the ladies. 

26. Wann ; springlike. Attend lecture in evening 
with Miss E. Green & R. Curtis. 

27. Cold; pleasant. Study law. 

28. Attend meeting. Sup at Maj. Davis' and at ten 
return with Lincoln and Washburn and have a second 
supper. Receive (3ol. John W. Lincoln's present of a 
wife, which is a Dutch oyster woman — a toy. A very odd 
looking creature. 

March, 1830. 

1. Snows. Town meeting. The ground is perfectly 
l)are and the street mostly dry. The largest number of 
votes cast today that ever have been before in this town. 
The old officers are left out and new ones elected. Pliny 
Merrick is left out wholly. His friends impute his failure 
to Masonic influence. It is no such thing. I decline a 
re-election to the place of school committeeman and find 
out that had I consented to be a candidate should not have 
been chosen ! I am not orthodox and am denounced as a 
Pagan Unitarian ! ! 

2. I enter five actions. Whole number entered is 
about 450. Judge Strong holds the court. It begins to 
snow in afternoon and in the morning the snow is six or 8 
inches deep. Attend a lecture in evening. 

3. Attend court all day, and in evening attend a 
caucus. Am made secretary and chairman of committee 
to address the people on the approaching election. 

4. Warm, and snow disappears rapidly. Attend court 
all day ; lecture in evening. 

5. Warm. Street becomes settled. Attend court. ' 
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6. Write the address to the County Electors. Attend 
court. (>)urt adjourns to Monday. 

7. Attend meeting ; Mr. Hill preaches. Dr. Bancroft 
has gone to Hartford to establish a Unitarian Church there. 

8. Very cold. Judge Cummins holds the court this 
week. Attend court all day. Buy a pair of pantaloons 
of W. & A. Brown for four dollars. Attend lecture. 

J). Very cold. Attend court. 

10. This is the last day of the sitting of court. It is 
very cold. Town meeting. I decline being a candidate 
for re-election as school committeeman, & this was well 
for me, as 1 should not have been elected had I not 
declined. There is an orthodox party in town who mur- 
mur because the incumbents are all Unitarians. They are 
for havin^i: a chan<2:e and thev have succeeded in circulating 
such a report to their advantage. All the clergy are 
elected. Antimasonry had something to do with the 
business. I learn from various sources that one of the 
committee is indebted to his office on this score. 

11. Study law, and in the evening attend lecture. It 
is a rainy day. I put in two dollars with eight others and 
raffle for a musick box. It is valued at eighteen dollars. 
I am lucky enough to get it. 

12. Attend lecture in evening and study law all day. 

13. Rainv day. Study law all day. 

14. Attend meeting, and dine with G. T. Rice at his 
house. Dr. Bancroft in fore, & Mr. Hill in afternoon. Sup 
with Mrs. Davis. See at hotel Mr. [Ichabod] Enmicms, 
member of House of Representatives from Hinsdale. 
A queer genius. I am informed by several of the mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives that Emmons has 
afforded much amusement at Boston during the present 
session. He has a very strong prejudice against the prac- 
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tice of making long speeches, so prevalent in our day. I 
am told that when he finds a member engaged in a speech 
of any length, he leaves his own seat and walks round 
behind the speaker and whispers in his ear, " you had better 
not say any more ; you have said enough ; you have cost 
the state already several thousand dollars ; you had better 
hold your dam'd tongue and set down." It is his constant 
habit to hold such brave discourse to those who address 
the House. He has a good mind naturally but is wholly 
uncultivated. He has an amusing and original wit, and is 
made much of with a certain class. He has unbounded 
impudence and says what he pleases to any and every body. 
He told Governor Lincoln that his salary was too large, 
and that if he was willing to throw off the odd hundreds 
and accept of three thousand dollars a year, he would con- 
sent to his continuance in office, " But," says he, " there 
are many men in the state who would be glad to be Gov- 
ernor for $3,000 a year and they would make as good 
Governors as you. Three thousand is too much, and, faith 
you must throw off the odd hundreds or we will throw 
you off ! " He is ver}' large and corpulent, and has a harsh, 
unpleasant voice. He has an intelligent face, and a good 
shaped head. Anecdotes, almost without number, are 
related of him, and many of them highly amusing. Hon. 
Mr. [William B.] Calhoun of Springfield represents him to 
me as an honest man possessed of more than ordinary 
share of mind, but injured by having been made too much 
of. Mr. Calhoun is Speaker of the House. 

15. Cold. Study law all day. 

16. It becomes cloudy and appears like rain. Study 
law. 

17 Rains all day. I spend the day at the Court house 
writing. The wind blows during the night with very 
great fury. 
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18. I attend the lecture in the evening with Miss 
James of Barre and afterwards go to Mr. Charles Allen's, 
where I play checkers. 

19. Very pleasant and beautiful and seems like spring. 
The street liecomes dry. Attend the lecture in the even- 
ing. 

20. Very fine & pleasant. It is discovered that the 
American Antiquarian Hall has })een forcibly broken open 
and articles stolen. I devote my whole time to the busi- 
ness and find that the perpetrators of the offence are three 
boys, the eldest of whom is about thiiteen. They break a 
window and go in & open a door on the backside of the 
])uilding, which they leave oi)en and everybody that pleases 
go in. I recover all the stolen property and bring the 
little evil doers to justice. It was broken open on 
Thursday. 

21. Attend meeting in forenoon; Rev. Mr. Hill. 
Dine at Gov. Lincoln's. 

23. Make my complaint for trespass against the boys 
and one of them is sent to jail, there to remain until I am 
satisfied. 

24. I am requested ])y Gov. Lincoln to procure some 
one to go in pursuit of a runaway, Joseph Willet, a Cana- 
dian Frenchman. Joseph Lovell engages to catch him and 
overtakes him this side of Concord, N. II., when he 
obtains from him about $400, in silver. He left town 
leaving debts to that amount. 

25. Attend a party at Mr. Charles Allen's in the 
evening. 

26. The snowfalls to the depth of one foot in the night 
and day, and blows a temi)est. At night attend the last 
lecture of Mr. Evans, and attend a i)arty at Abijah 
Bigelow's. 
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27. Study law. The going is very bad. 

28. Cold and sleighing. Attend meeting. Rev. Mr. 
Hill has been settled three years. 

■ 

29. Pleasant. Going very bad. Snow thaws rapidly. 
Study law. William Kinnicutt marries Mrs. [James] 
Brazer. 

30. Very pleasant. Write for papers. In the evening 
attend a party at Col. Isaac Davis', the anniversary of his 
marriage. Yet he has no children. 

31. Warm & snow wholly disappears. Send Abner 
Foster's papers to Washington for a patent, and enclose 
thirty dollars. 

April, 1830. 

1. Very pleasant. Study law. 

2. Very pleasant. In the evening attend a party at 
Miss Elizabeth Green's. 

3. Very pleasant, and the walking becomes vety good. 
Robins and bluebirds appear. Read N^orth Amei'ican 
Review. 

4. Very pleasant. Attend meeting in forenoon. Dine 
at Maj. Davis' and do not go to meeting in the afternoon. 

5. Very pleasant. Town meeting. The Jackson paity 
are very busy and troublesome. They are discomfited. 

fi. The going has become perfect and the birds sing 
merrily. Visit the Athenjeum and Antiquarian Hall with 
Miss James of Barre. 

7. Rainy. Study law and read N. A. Review. Am 
afflicted with sore boils. News reaches town of the 
murder of Mr. White of Salem, and the Gov. is called 
upon to issue a proclamation offering a reward for the 
assassin. Mrs. Sever and Misses Blake come in town. 
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8. Fast Day. Rainy. Gov. Lincoln goes to Salem 
in consequence of the murder. Dine and sup at Maj. 
Davis' and do not attend meeting. 

9. Pleasant. Study law and enclose thirty dollars & 
send it by mail to Washington, being for a patent for 
Charles P. Goodrich of Rutland. Call in evening on 
Miss James. 

10. Study law. Rainy. 

11. Dine at home, having watched last with Daniel 
Uphiim, who is dangerously sick of a rheumatic fever ; 
Washburn watches with me. Take tea at the Hon. Judge 
Paine's. 

12. Rainy. Study law. 

13. Rainy. S. J. Court sits, holdcn by Judge Parker.^ 
Miss Caroline Thomas, granddaughter of Isaiah Thomas, 
is married to Mr. Crocker of Taunton. 

14. Pleasant. Attend court. Take medicine. 

15. Pleasant. Attend court. Anniversary of the 
schools. 

10. Pleasant. Attend court. In the evening visit 
Geo. T. Rice ; anniversary of his wedding. He has no 
children yet. 

17. Pleasant. Attend court and read Halyburton's 
" History of Nova Scotia," and ride to Milll^ury with Miss 
flames, and dine with Charles Allen, Esq. 

18. Pleasant. Attend meeting; Rev. Mr. [Peter] 
Osgood of Sterling preaches very well. Dine with William 
Lincoln, Es(i., and spend afternoon with him. 

IIL The warmest day thus far; I sit in my office 
without fire and with my windows up till nine in evening. 

K-liief Justice Isaac Parker. 
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20. Very pleasant and warm. In the evening attend a 
party at Mr. Lincoln's, and everybody complains of the 
heat, tho' there are no fires. 

21. Attend court. So warm that the windows of the 
court house are opened all day. 

22. Attend court. Very warm. In the evening attend 
a meeting of the debating club holden at Banister's tavern, 
where an appropriate and well-written address was deli- 
vered by T. Kinnicutt, Esq. ; and, after supper, a poem, 
prepared for the occasion by Wm. Lincoln, Esq. The 
Gov., the Chief Justice and members of the bar, with the 
Rev. Dr. Bancroft and Rev. Mr. Hill, attend and take 
supper. The meeting is pleasant, and none indulge to 
excess. 

23. Warm, but at noon clouds up and becomes cooler. 

24. Pleasant. Finish Halyburton's " History of Nova 
Scotia." Am thankful he has made so interesting a book, 
but am disappointed ; it should have been better ; it is 
wanting in system and awkwardly written. 

26. Do not attend meeting. Dine with Judge Paine, 
and spend the evening with Judge Parker and Hon. Sam* 
Hoar of Concord. Talk about phrenology. Mr. Hoar is 
made a convert to the phrenological doctrine from having 
read Coombe on the "Constitution of Man." I have paid 
some attention to the subject and am disposed to embrace 
to a limited extent. 

26. Rains all day. Attend couit. Upon the recom- 
mendation of Mr. Hoar, read Cooml)e on the " Constitution 
of Man." Like it much. 

27. Pleasant. Attend court. In the evening receive 
a letter from my father requesting me to visit to do busi- 
ness for him. 

28. Pleasant. Go to Templeton with horse and chaise. 
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Mrs. Wellington, wife of Rev. Charles Wellington of 
Templeton, is buried today ; an excellent lady and in high 
esteem in the town ; her funeral is very numerously 
attended. Spent evening with my father ; neighbors call 
in. 

29. Hunt in forenoon. Afternoon carry father to 
Winchendon Springs; return, & in evening visit J. 
Davis & play whist. 

30. Return to Worcester. Very fine day. Go by way 
of Barrc ; call on Miss James and cuiTy her to Dana. Take 

tea at her father's & have a channing time of it 

and reach Worcester at 10 in evening. Make up my mind 
to remove to BaiTe. 

May, 1830. 

1. Saturday. Pleasant. Resolve to leave Worcester 
and cstal)lish mvself in l)usiness in Barre. There are too 
many lawyers here either to be profitable or reputable — 
there are al)ove twenty. My earnings here are worth 
five hundred a year, and it costs that sum to live, 
and the business of the profession is daily growing less. 
Many go out a maying, and more to see the girls. 

2. Sunday. Attend meeting. Dine at Gov. Lincoln's 
and take tea at Judge Paine's. Am invited to take a part 
in the ceremony of marriage of William Pratt, Esq., of 
Shrewslmry, to Miss Elizal)eth Sikes of Worcester. De- 
cline the appointment on account of removal. 

3. Monday. Attend court, which is yet in session. 
Kains all day. Am invited to go to Barre, and have the 
promise of enough to live ui)on. 

4. May training, and mins all day ; and soldiers appear 
l)ad enough. 

5. Wednesday. Go to BaiTc to make arrangements 
for my intended remove thither. Reach there at 10 A. M. 
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Received politely ; take tea with the family of E. James. 
Can find no place for an office. 

6. Thursday. Dine at E. James, Esq. ; make a finiit- 
less search for an office, and Bi'other Seth Lee darkens the 
prospect by the prediction of my stai'vation. Call on Mr. 
Wadsworth and return to Worcester, carrying with me his 
son, Charles Wadsworth, student at law in the office of 
Davis & Allen. Reach Worcester at 8 o'clock in evening. 

7. Friday. My friends are amazed at my determina- 
tion, but most approve it. Make settlements with people. 

8. Saturday. Attend court. Prepare for my removal. 

9. Sunday. Do not attend meeting. Dine with Wm. 
M. Towne, Esq., and take tea with Judge Paine. 

10. Monday. Attend court and prosecute arrange- 
ments for my departure. 

11. Tuesday. Pleasant. Take leave of the people. 

12. Wednesday. Take stage for Barre. Have lived 
in Worcester seven years on the 19th of June next com- 
ing, and they have all been years of great happiness. 
Reach BaiTe at 5 o'clock, and commence boarding with 
Archibald Black, Esq., at nine shillings per week. Take 
tea at E. James, Esq. This is the day of my removal 
from Worcester to Barre. There are now three lawyers in 
the place — Eleazer James, Esq., Hon. Nathaniel Houghton 
and Seth Lee, Esq. 

13. Thursday. A very rainy, cold day, and I am 
almost disheartened at the prospect before me. I can 
procure no place for an office, and no one is willing to help 
me. 

14. Very cold and rainy, and no office can be found. 
Am informed that Lewis Bigelow of Petersham has made 
arrangements to remove to this j)lace with the view of 
opening an office here. 
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15. Pleasant, but cold. Make a contract with Mr. 
Hathaway to build me an office for $25 rent, first year ; 
and $20 per annum afterwards ; to be completed June 1 . 
Charles Allen & wife come in town. 

16. Pleasant. Attend meeting all day & stare at the 
people and they at me. Take tea at Mr. James' and pass 
the evening there. 

17. Monday. Mr. Allen returns to Worcester and 
Mr. James goes to Boston. Rains all day. I read Angel's 
treatise on the "Law of Limitation." 

18. Cold. Ride on hor8el)ack with Miss James. 

19. Wednesday. Read Angel and receive several 
letters from Worcester and answer them. 

20. Thursday. Cold. Read Angel. 

21. Pleasant. Ride on horseback with Miss James, 
& go a hunting with Mr. Ezra Jones. 

22. The weather is so cold as to ruin fruit and many 
kinds of vegetables ; people sit by the fire in the middle of 
the day. 

23. The ground freezes during the night and great 
destruction is made with fruit and grain and almost every 
kind of vegetable. Attend meeting all day ; Rev. Mr. 
[Alphcus] Harding preaches, of New Salem. Attend a 
Justice Court. 

24. Monday. Read Davis' "Justice." Cold. 

25. Tuesday. Read same and make marginal notes. 
Ride out with Miss J. 

26. Wednesday. Election Day. Eat cake. See the 
people play ball and attend a horse race. Walk in evening 
to Deacon Holden's with Miss James and Miss Thompson. 

27. Thursday. Read Davis' "Justice" and Jefferson's 

«■ 

works. 
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28. Friday. Read Davis' "Justice" & Jefferson's 
works. The weather is yet cold. 

29. Rains all day. Read Jefferson's works. 

30. Rains all day. Attend meeting all day ; Rev. 
Mr. Wellington of Templeton preaches. It is very warm. 

31. Cold and very pleasant. Attend the raising of 
Ezekiel Williams' bam, being the largest in town. 

June, 1830. 

1. Tuesday. Rains all day. Attend to the finishing 
my office. 

2. Pleasant. Go to Westminster for Abel Rice on pro- 
fessional business. Get back at 8 and go in & see a 
dancing party at the public house. In the morning get 
my things into my new office and — 

3. Thursday — put them up and study law, and read 
the story of "Paul and Virginia." 

4. Pleasant and cold. Receive a great quantity of cake 
from W^ Pratt, Esq., of Shrewsbury, who was married to 
Miss Elizabeth Sikes on 25th May. Take tea at Mr. Ezra 
Jones' and ride on horseback with Miss James to Peters- 
ham. In the evening serenade a Mr. Rice, who was 
married yesterday. This is customary here to pay a salute 
to those embark* in matrimony. He gets up and enter- 
tains the company. 

5. Study law all day. It is cold. 

6. Rains all day. Attend meeting and hear Mr. 
[James J Thompson. He preaches better than any of 
his neighbors. Call on him in evening. 

7. This is the last day of service for June court. 1 
make no writs. Little business anywhere, & of that have 
little & expect little. 
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8. Rainy, and hailj^ in the afternoon. The orthodox 
clergy congregate at Mr. Storrs' meeting house this day, 
and preach from 2.0 P. M. to 6 in the evening ! Read 
law and a " Year in Spain " ; a very interesting volume of 
travels l)y a young American. It is a clever book. In 
the evening hear Rev. Parsons Cook of Ware preach a 
sermon on "Intemperance." It is a most intemperate pro- 
duction & is one hour & half in length ; well written & 
dcl^. 

9. Cool and pleasant. Alexander Hamilton calls on 
me. Spend the afternoon at Mr. James' and hear Mary's 
nuisick. Miss Ellen Bigelow of Petersham and Miss 
Martha Wilson are there. Take tea there. 

10. Rains plentifully during the whole forenoon; in 
afternoon showers. Study law all day. 

11. Very pleasant. Read DL Channing's Election 
Sermon. Very fine. Ride with Rev. Mr. Thompson to 
Clark's factory. Last night the aurora borealis exhibited 
very remarkal)lc phenomena. About nine o'clock in 
the evening the " northern lights " began to shine with 
unusual In-ifjhtness. Bri<?ht streams of li«:ht would start 
fro'm the northern horizon & rush up almost to the 
zenith and then instantly disappear; these coiniscations 
raj)idly succeeded each other and had also the appear- 
ance of travelling to the south west. Immediately after 
the streams of light appeared brightest, a very bright 
l)elt or band, like a rainbow, came up out of the 
nortlieast and extended itself to the opposite horizon. 
It appeared at an elevation of about 45° and moved rapidly 
to the south west. It resembled very nuich the appeamnce 
of a like phenomenon in Sept. of 182(). Many people here 
are irreatlv alarmed and think it the forerunner of some 
terrible calamity. It was light enougli to be able to dis- 
tinguish the hour by the watch, and continued so for 
near half an hour. The streamers were so thick and 
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bright a8 to resemble a shower of fire. The scene is very 
splendid. 

12. Rainy. Study law. 

13. Rainy and warm. Attend meeting. Rev. Mr. 
[John M.] Merrick of Hardwick preaches. Like him. 
In the evening walk down to the Hon. Nathl Jones'. 

14. Pleasant. Study law. Ride on horseback with 
Miss J. Take tea at Mi\ Thompson's. 

15. Very pleasant, and warmest day. Study law. 

If). Wann. Ride to Templeton with Rev. Mr. 
Thompson. Association meet. Mr. [Ezekiel L.] Bascom 
of Ashby preaches. Dine at Mr. Wellington's and take 
tea at Mr. Walker's. Showers in afternoon. Return at 
evening. 

17. Anniversary of Battle of Bunker Hill. Very warm. 
Study law. Get boots footed and pay Jonas Smith three 
dollars for same. Ride on horseback in evening with Miss 
James. This day a public dinner is given Hon. John 
Davis of Worcester for his speech in Congress. 

18. Study law all day. 

19. Rainy. Study law. Am invited to deliver an 
oration on July 3rd in this town. Consent. Last night 
I went to serenade Mr. Harwood, who has been recently 
married. Have a pleasant time. 

20. Rains. Attend meeting. Hear Rev. Mr. Thomp- 
son. 

21. Rains all day. Go to Worcester in stage. Roach 
there at ten o'clock. Dine with Hon. Judge Paine. Am 
invited to spend the week at Hon. John Davis'. 

22. Pleasant. Attend court. Visit the people & find 
old friends. Have a pleasant time. Take tea with 
Charles Allen, Esq. 
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23. Attend court. Dine with Charles Allen, Esq. 
Settle with my old clients. 

24. Pleasant. Go to Ban-e. Take tea at Mi-. James'. 

25. Pleasant. Ride on horseback with Miss James. 

26. Engage in writing an oration for the coming anni- 
versary of the Declaration of Independence. 

27. Warm. Attend meeting. Rev. Mr. [Thomas 
Russell] Sullivan of Keene pre^iches. Take tea with him 
in the evening at Mr. James's. 

28. Writing an oration, and a dull time I have of it, 
having been directed by the Committee of Arrangements 
not to mention Jackson or anti-tTacksonism, Adams, Clay, 
or Calhoun, masonry or anti-masonry, orthodoxy or her- 
esy, nor anything touching politics, religion or domestic 
life. 

29. Finish my oration which is fifty minutes long. 

30. Very warm. 

July, 1830. 

1. Pleasant. Study law, and employ myself in com- 
mitting my speech to memory. 

2. My friend Otis C. Wheeler from Worcester arrives 
in town. Misses Walker from Teuiplcton and Rebecca 
Wellington. Spend the evening at Mr. Thompson's. 

3. Cloudy and intensely warm. Rains a little in the 
morning and about 4 o'clock rains again. Deliver my 
speech, it being Saturday. The meeting-house is crowded, 
and about 200 sit down at the table, which is spread under 
a bower. Everything goes off well & happily. Nothing 
transpires to mar the festivities of the day. In the even- 
ing take tea at Mr. Thompson's. 
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4. Very pleasant. Attend meeting in forenoon. Mr. 
Thompson preaches. Mr. AVhoeler returns to Worcester. 

5. In the afternoon the ladies give a public tea party 
in the same bower which was used on Saturday. One 
hundred and thirty partake and about the same number of 
gentlemen. Many excellent toasts were given. Musick 
follows each toast and the whole goes off very pleasantly. 
I have never seen so many pretty faces together before. 
The ladies contributed as each one felt disposed. Some 
brought cake, some pies, some cherries, others furniture 
for the table, and all, good feelings and cheerful faces and 
meny hearts. Seth Lee, Esq., delivers a speech in the 
evening on temperance in the brick meeting-house and has 
fifteen hearers. 

6. It is very pleasant. In the eve walk up to Mr. 
Jenkins's with Miss James, and Malissa Walker of Temple- 
ton and Miss Thompson. 

7. Miss James leaves town for the Springs and Miss 
Louisa Thompson for New York city. 

8. Bains all day. Furnish an account of the celebra- 
tion of the 3d & 5th for the Worcester papers, and read 
the "Letters of Lord Littleton." 

9. Very warm and pleasant. Procure Mr. Jones' 
horse and ride to Temple ton on horseback. Reach there 
at 4 o'clock. Find family all well. 

10. Go fishing with father and Mr. E. Bruce. Go in a 
boat and return at noon, having caught about an hundred, 
being perch, pickerel, and bream. In the afternoon go a 
hunting, but do not have much success. 

11. Pleasant. Take a long walk with Jonathan and 
examine places of resort in our youth and call up many 
reminiscences. 

12. Cloudy all day. Hunt for pigeons. The woods 

6 
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are thick with them, but they are in the t<)i)s of pines and 
so beyond the reach of shot. Take tea with Capt. eloseph 
Davis. 

13. Leave for Barre. Rains all day. Dine \vith Col. 
Artemas Lee in his new house with his new wife. Every- 
thing snug and favorable. Reach Barre at 4 o'clock, very 
well wet. 

14. Pleasant and warm. Read the "Letters of Lord 
Littleton " and study law. 

15. Wann and pleasant. Read law and the North 
American Revieio. This is the first number under the new 
Editor, Hon. Alexander H. Everett. His predecessor was 
Rev. Jared Sparks. 

16. The warmest day of the season thus far. Finish 
AT. A, Review. 

17. Very wann. Study law. 

18. Very warm. No meeting. Mr. Thompson preaches 
at Athol. Do not attend any meeting. I am infonued 
that the Rev. Mr. Storrs of the Orthodox society, preaches 
a very pointed seimon, rebuking all classes of society for 
their sins. 

19. Very warm. TVIuch excitement prevails on account 
of the abusive sermon of Mr. Storrs. 

20. Intolerably wann. Read the first vol. of " Tom. 
Jones " and am exceedingly entertained. Invited to tea at 
Mr. Thompson's. 

21. Very wami. Read second vol. of "Tom. Jones." 
Col. Crane of the army visits town. His wife was of this 
town, Miss Charlotte Ranger. 

22. Very warm. This is the eighth successive day of 
extremely warm weather. There has been no rain in all 
that time and the earth has become parched with the heat. 
The theiinometer has been as high as 88° each day and 
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rarely ever rises above that point. Seth Gates, laborer, 
this day dies of the heat. 

23. Very warm, tho' a pleasant breeze blows all day. 
Bradford Sumner, Esq., of Boston eomes in town to attend 
a Reference. Isaac Goodwin & wife arrived in town last 
night from the Springs and are now on their return home 
to Worcester. T[imothy] W. Bancroft, Deputy Sheriff, 
also calls on me. 

24. Quite comfortable weather. 

25. Very warm. Attend meeting & Rev. Mr. Thomp- 
son. In the afternoon several showers come up and it 
becomes cooler. Hon. Isaac Parker, Chief Justice of the 
Commonwealth, dies this day at his residence in Boston, 
aged 62, of apoplexy. 

26. Rains all day. 

27. Rainy. I go hunting with Ezra Jones & kill 
nothing worth bringing home. I subscribe for the Juris- 
prudent and send the price ($3.) to Boston, by Mr. 
Charles Lee. 

28. Cloudy with some rain. 

29. Pleasant. Read law & Christian Examiner. 

30. Pleasant. Study law. 

31. Pleasant. Have a court before N. Houghton, 
Esq., and take tea at Rev. Mr. Thompson's. 

August, 1830, 

1. Warm. Attend meeting all day. Rev. Mr. Thomp- 
son preaches. There is great excitement in town among 
the orthodox de breaches of the Sabbath. Many are 
threatened with " breaches of the Sabbath " prosecutions. 

2. Very pleasant. I work for Rev. Mr. Thompson in 
getting in his hay. Kill a skunk and get perfumed. 
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3. Pleasant. Study law. Read the history of Saco 
and Biddeford by Geo. Folsom, Esq., and am well enter- 
tained with it. 

4. Pleasant. Work for Mr. Thompson and take tea at 
his house with Rev. Jesse Chiekering now preaching at 
Oakham. 

5. Pleasant. Study law and read newspapers. Rev. 
James W. Thompson, son of Rev. Mr. Thompson of this 
town, arrives. He is settled at Natick. 

(). Study law and read Abbot's "History of Andover." 
Am called on by Rev. Mr. Men'ick of Hardwick. 

7. Have a court before Lyman Sibley, Esq. Read 
law and Jefferson's works, and in the afternoon take tea 
at Setli Holden's with the parson's family. My friend 
William Lincoln, Esq., of Worcester calls on me in the 
evening. Talk with him till one o'clock. 

8. Very warm. Attend meeting and Mr. Lincoln 
with me. Rev. James W. Thompson, Jr., of Natick 
preaches and very acceptably. Mr. Lincoln returns. 

9. Cool. Study law. Afternoon ride to Hardwick 
with Ezm Jones and roll ninepins with Col. Billings, who 
infonns me he catches from forty to fifty foxes each win- 
ter, and that he had one hound with which he had taken 
above four hundred. 

10. Study law. Mary James returns from her journey 
to the Springs, whither she has been w^ith Charles Allen, 
Esq., and his wife. Mrs. Young also arrives in town from 
Boston. 

11. Pleasant. Dine at Mr. James's. Study law. 
Charles Wadsworth, Esq., calls on me. He has concluded 
to remove from Natick and establish himself in Lowell. 

12. George IV. died on 2r)th June & William IV. is 
proclaimed. I give Wadsworth letters of introduction to 
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Dr. Bartlett and John P. Robinson, Esq., of Lowell. He 
returns to Worcester. Rev. Alexander Young of Boston 
comes in town. 

13. Pay Mr. Arch. Black my first quarter's board. It 
is eighteen dollars. Ride out on horseback with Rev. Mr. 
Young and Rev. James W. Thompson. Miss Seraphina 
Gates arrives in town ex Montreal. Spend evening at 
Rev. Mr. Thompson's. 

14. Study law and read Jefferson's works. Walk 
with Rev. Mr. Young. 

15. Very warm & in afternoon rains. Dine with 
Mr. Ezra Jones in company with his brother-in-law, Mr. 
Bancroft of Montreal. Take tea there also. 

16. This is the last day of service and business is very 
dull. 

17. Probate Court. Spend much of the day with 
Judge Paine. Walk out with him, and spend the evening 
with him. 

18. Pleasant. Unitarian association meet here todav. 
Rev. Mr. Hill from Worcester is present and preaches. 
Informs me that he has been to Princeton & engaged him- 
self to Miss Clark, niece of Rev. Mr. Clark of that place. 
Am invited to dine with the venerable clergy. There are 
present Rev. Mr. [Luther] Wilson of Petersham, Mr. 
Wellington of Templeton, Mi\ Noyes of Brookfield, Mr. 
Jones of Hubbardston, Mr. Chickering of Oakham, Mr. 
Bascom of Ashby, Mr. [John M.] Memck of Hard wick, 
Mr. Young of Boston & Mr. Thompson of Natick. Take 
tea at Rev. Mr. Thompson's. 

19. Mr. Young & Mr. Thompson leave town. Study 
law. Walk in evening with Miss James & Miss Houghton. 

20. Study law. 

21. Have a court before Seth Lee, Esq. Sam. F. 
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Dickenson, Esq., of Amherst, appears against me. In the 
afternoon I walk to Templeton. Take tea at Lovell 
Walker's, Es(i. Walk to my father's in evening. 

22. Spend the day with my father. My brother Jona- 
than is presented this morning by his wife with a fine boy. 
lie has six daughters living, & this is his first boy. A 
very heavy shower falls in the cve^. 

^3. I hunt pigeons all day. 

24. Hunt all day, and take tea with Capt. Jos. Davis. 

25. Mr. Ezm Jones of Barre comes after me. Wo 
spend the forenoon in hunting and the afternoon in fishing. 
Jonathan goes with us. We take about one hundred and 
fifty perch in three hours, and return to Barre. 

2ii. A very cold day, with a great wind. 

27. Study law. A copious i*ain in the night. 

28. I go to Hubbardston to attend a justice court, and 
liave others to attend at Barre. 

29. Rev. Jesse Chickering of Oakham preaches; now 
a candidate at' Oakham. I dine at Mr. James'. 

30. Go to Worcester to attend court. Have a pleasant 
[time] with m}'^ friends. I am invited to pass the week at 
Hon. John Davis' with my friend William Lincoln, Esq. 

31. Attend court, &c. 

September^ 1830, 

1 . I attend court. Attend a party in tlie evening. 

2. Attend court. Visit friends. 

3. Attend court. Take tea at C. Allen's, Esq. 

4. Return to Barre. The week has l)een most pleas- 
antly i)assod. Only 270 actions entered in court, the 
smallest number known for sevenil years. 
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5. Attend meeting and dine with the family of Eleazer 
James, Esq. Leam that Charles Wadsworth has deter- 
mined to establish himself as a lawyer in Barre. He went 
first to Natick and then to Lowell, and has now come to 
this town, his native place. 

fi. Rains all day. Study law. 

7. Wadsworth calls on me, and states his determination 
to remain in town. I offer to sell to him and we quickly 
come to an agreement. He gives me three hundred dollars, 
pays my rent from 1st of June, takes all my furniture at 
cost and pays me my costs on my justice business that is 
unfinished, and engages to pay over to me all the money 
he shall receive for his services in his profession dur- 
ing the first year beyond the sum of $550. A written 
agreement is entered into and placed in the hands of 
William Robinson, Dep. Sheriff, who is to examine Wads- 
worth's books and ascertain the amount that may be my 
due. 

8. Rains all day. Wadsworth takes possession of the 
office and enters upon business. 

9. Settle up my business and spend the day in hunting 
with Mr. Black. 

10. Go to Worcester, and in the afternoon to Sutton 
to see Jonas L. Sibley, who proposed to me to become his 
partner. We settle the terms, to wit : an equal division 
of the office business, I to pay no rent, and in making 
deeds, contracts and the like, each to take the fees to 
himself. 

11. Stay with William Lincoln, Esq., at Hon. John 
Davis'. Ride to Templeton with Daniel Henshaw, Escj., 
and reach my father's at 4 in the afternoon. 

13. Hunt pigeons, and fire at many and kill very few. 

14. Hunting all day and have pretty good luck. 
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15. Hunt as before, and am reprimanded by Mr. Geo. 
W. Bryant for killing what he calls his pigeons. They 
are on my father's land and far from his bed. 

1(). I am informed Mr. Asa Hosmer, Jr., has CAught 
above a thousand dozen during the present summer. Mr. 
Bryant and John Hancock have caught half as many more. 
They take them in net« and find a market for them in 
Boston. They sell at from 25 cts. to a dollar per dozen. 

17. Centennial celebration in Boston. I go to Bari'e 
and carrv Miss Malissa Walker. Dine at Mr. James' ; 
take tea there, and spend the night at Mr. Black's. 

18. Dine at Mr. James' and return to Templeton in the 
afternoon and take tea at Mr. Walker's. Reach home in 
the evening. 

19. Attend meeting all day, and dine with Col. 
Artemas Lee, and sup with Capt. Joseph Davis. 

20. Spent the day in hunting and fishing. 

21. Regimental muster at Templeton. I attend. Dine 
at Col. Lee's. See many foolish things to laugh at, and 
nothing more laughable than the dress parade and flum- 
mery of the officers and soldiers. Return home in the 
afternoon satisfied. 

22. Spent the day in hunting and fishing & have tolei'a- 
ble luck. 

I si)end the remainder of the month with my father in 
riding about and in hunting, fishing and visiting. 

October, 1830. 

1 . Pleasant weather. 

2. Father carries me to Hubbardston, when he returns 
and I go to Worcester in the stage. Put up with William 
Lincoln, Es<i., who is boarding with H(ni. John Davis. 
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3. Attend meeting at Worcester and in the evening 
call on His Ex. Gov. Lincoln. Meet the Hon. Sam. 
Hoar of Concord there and J. H. Ashmun, Esq., Professor 
of Law in Har. University. 

4. Spend the day in visiting friends. 

5. Attend court, being the law term. Hon. Lemuel 
Shaw, the new Chief Justice, is present for the first time. 
His appearance is good and is so far popular with the bar. 
Dine with the Hon. Judge Paine. 

f>. Today I am admitted a Counsillor to practice at 
this court. Return to Templeton in the afternoon with the 
Hon. Lovell Walker and take supper at his house, and 
reach home at 1 1 in the evening. 

7. The weather has been perfectly fair, without any 
rain, since the 9th of September; hardly a cloud has 
appeared in the sky any day ; today it is cloudy and 
appears like rain. I visit Uncle Cooper Sawyer, with my 
father, who is dangerously sick. 

8. Cloudy. 

9. Rains in the afternoon. 

10. I do not attend meeting. Remain at home and 
read North American Review, Cooper Sawyer dies this 
day. He was born at Sterling, Nov. 14, 1768, making 
him sixty-two years of age. 

11. Rainy. Remain at home. 

12. Attend the funeral of Uncle Cooper Sawyer and 
prepare to go a journey. 

13. Cloudy, and at night rains. I set off in company 
with my father. We pass thro' Winchendon, Royalston, 
Fitzwilliam, Troy, Swansey, Keene, and in Surrey stay 
all night. 

14. Cloudy, and at noon begins to rain. We pass to- 
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day out of Surrey into Walpole, thro' Westminster, Rock- 
ingham, by Saxton village, through Grafton, Windham, 
LondondeiTy to Landgrove, on the top of the Green 
Mountains, where we remain all night. 

15. Rainy in forenoon, but fair in afternoon. We 
leave Landgrove and pass thro' Peru, Winhall, Manchester, 
Dorset, Rupert, Powlet to Granville, where we remain all 
night. 

16. Pleasant. Leaving Granville, we enter Whitehall, 
at the south end of Lake Champlain, thence we pass south 
into Fort Ann, where I am taken for a minister, and we 
put up for the night. 

17. Very pleasant. We pass from Fort Ann to 
Queensbury, in which town are Glen's Falls, which we 
visit, & pass thence through Sandy Hill, which is in 
Kingsbury, to Fort Edward, and over the Hudson to 
Moreau, thro' Northumberland and Wilton to Saratoga 
Springs, and put up at the Columbian Hall. 

18. From the Springs we pass thro' Malta, by way of 
Dunning Street to Half Moon, thro' Mechanicville to 
Werford by the Cohoes Falls on the Mohawk, through 
Watervliet to Albany. In the afternoon it rains and here 
we remain all night. 

19. We take the steamboat "Albany," at 6 in the 
moming, reach the City of New York a little before 7 in 
the evening. We have a pleasant ride. We attend the 
Park Theatre in the evening. 

20. We spend the day in visiting places of interest 
and curiosity in the city, & in the evening go to the 
theatre. 

21. We leave New York at i) A. M., in the steamboat 
" Thistle," for Philadelphia, Land at New Brunswick and 
take stage to Trenton, by Princeton. Reach Philadelphia 
at (> in the evening, «5c attend Chestnut Street Theatre. 
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22. Pleasant. Spend the day in visiting different 
parts of the city, and in the evening attend the Arch Street 
Theatre. 

23. At 7 A. M. we leave for New York, and take the 
steamboat "Philadelphia" and land at Bord^ntown, and 
pass by stage thence to Washington, and thence by steam- 
boat to New York, and in the evening attend the theatre. 

24. Leave New York at 8 A. M. in the steamboat 
"Albany," and reach Albany at 9 in the evening. 

25. Leave Albany and pass through Green bush, 
Schodac, Nassau, New Lebanon Springs into Hancock, 
where we remain during the night. 

26. We leave Hancock, and pass through Lanesboro, 
Cheshire, Savoy, height of the Green Mountains, thence 
into Plainfield, and through Hawley and Buckland to 
Shelbume Falls & put up. 

27. We pass through Shelbume, Greenfield, Montague, 
Erving, Grant, Omnge, Athol, Royalston to Templeton. 
Our expenses have been about forty dollars for each. 

28. Learn that Levi Bruce died on the 14th, the day 
after we left. 

29. 30 & 31, I spend in preparing to remove to Sutton. 

November^ 1830. 

1. I get my things in readiness to leave town to- 
morrow. 

2. Take the stage for Worcester. Miss Elizabeth 
Walker goes with me. Have a pleasant ride. She is 
going to make a visit to Mr. [Alfred Dwight] Foster's in 
Worcester. I take tea there with her. 

I take dinner and tea with my friend W^ Lincoln, at 
Maj. Davis', and spend the day in visiting my friends. 
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4. I dine at the Hon. Judge Paine's,* and take tea at 
Maj. Davis', and pay the Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
one dollar for my father on account of alterations made in 
one of his houses that has been insured. 

5. Col. Sam. Ward cairies me to Sutton, where I am 
to remain. I dine with Mr. Sibley and remain there over 
night. 

G. Beginning of a stoiTu. Enter the office with Mr. 
Sibley and spend the day in looking over old pamphlets 
and the like. 

7. Rainy. Attend meeting. Hear the Rev. Mr. 
[Osgood] Henick, who is now a candidate for settlement 
at Millbury to succeed the unlucky and disappointed Rev. 
Mr. [Joseph] Goffe, who for his manifold sins, and anti- 
masonry among the rest, has been ejected from his pastoral 
charge. 

8. Rainy. Study law and arrange papers. 

9. Rainy. Am thus [far] well contented. Spend the 
day in arranging papers. 

10. Rainy. Study law. 

11. Rainy. Commence boarding at noon with Mrs. 
March. I give two dollars per week, including washing. 
Dr. [Aitemas] Bullard brings us 8i feet of wood (n' $3 per 
cord. 

12. Rains all day. Commonco reading life of Lord 
Byron by Thom. Moore. 

13. The rain fell in torrents during the night and 
mined most of the day. 

14. It rains all day, and I do not attend meeting. 
Read life of Byron. It is a very pleasant book. No one 
can read it & not think pretty well of him. He has fine wit, 

^Jmlf;^ Nathaniel Paine lived at the northwent corner of Main and Pleasant 
Streets. The house is miw on the west side of Salem Street. 
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as appears from letters and journals. No one could have 
doubted this, however, who had read his Don Juan, & 
English Bards, &c. This will do away the stain thrown 
for a season over the poet's fame by the iniquitous pub- 
lication of Leigh Hunt. I thought otherwise tho' when 
I read that fellow's book. It is an ingenious but most 
malignant libel. 

15. It rains yet! and, d me, I believe it [will] 

never stop rainhig. I ride down to Millbury with Mr. 
Sibley. I purchase me a pair of shoes & get measured for 
boots. I get two reams of paper from Gen' Burbank's 
paper factory, one of letter and the other foolscap ; $3.00 
for the foolscap and $2.75 for the letter. This is partner- 
ship stock. 

16. Study law and read Lord Byron's life. I am more 
and more pleased with this book. Moore is about as selfish 
in making it as Boswell was in writing the life of Johnscm. 
But I like a minute biography of a famous man as every- 
body does the minute geography of a famous city or battle 
gi'ound. 

17. The sun shines ! the first time too since I have 
been an inhabitant of Sutton. Jonas A. Ilovey, nephew 
of Mr. Sibley, is this day married to a Miss Waters of 
Millbury ; glad tisn't I. 

18. I study law all day. Mr. Sibley leaves town with 
the view of going to Woodstock in Vermont. 

19. Study law and read life of Byron. 

20. Make writs all day. Mr. Sibley returns from 
Worcester, postponing his journey to Windsor for a 
couple of weeks. 

21. Very pleasant. I go to meeting in forenoon. 
Hear Rev. Mr. [John] Maltby for the first time ; am very 
well pleased with him. He is orthodox or Calvinistic. 
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22. This is the last day of service for Deceml>er court. 

23. Rains all day. I finish reading first vplume of 
Moorc^'s life of Byron and have had great pleasure in 
reading it. It is full of lively and pleasing anecdotes of 
the distinguished men of the times in which he lived. 
Among the poets are Wordsworth, Campbell, Scott, Hogg, 
Southey, Shelly, Leigh Hunt, besides a whole troop of 
statesmen, divines and prose writers. 

24. Spend the evening at Capt. Isi'ael Putnam's and 
play whist with Dr. [Ebenczer] Peirce, Le Baron Putnam 
and his sister Mary. 

25. Study law all [day]. It rains copiously and the 
wind blows like a tornado. 

26. Study law. 

27. Study law. 

28. Pleasant. Spend the day at Mr. Sibley's and at 
the office in as Christianlikc way as I could without going 
to meeting. 

29. Quarterly meeting of Olive Branch Lodge. Mr. 
Sibley delivers an address. 

30. It snows most of the day. In the evening I eat 
poached eggs with Mr. Sibley, Dr. [David S. C. H.] 
Smith, Mr. Putnam and Mr. Sherman. 

December y 1830. 

1 . I study law. 

2. Thanksgiving Day. Very pleasant. I ride to 
Worcester & have Mr. Sibley's horse and sulkey ; attending 
at Dr. Bancroft's church. Dine with (Joorgo T. Rice and for 
first time sec his ])()y, which he calls after himself. Take 
t<)a with Hon. Judge Paine and in the evening call on Mr. 
Washburn and his new wife, wlio are boarding with A. D. 
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Foster, Es(i.,' and go with Miss E. Walker of Templeton 
to hear Mr. Foster deliver a lecture on the proper method 
to read history, before the Worcester Lyceum ; & W. 
Lincoln reads an interesting memoir of the life of old 
Gen*. Gookin of Indian memory, it being a part of his 
intended history of Worcester. Attend a party at Gov. 
Lincoln's and have, according to long usage, a supper. 

3. Cloudy and warm, and I return to Sutton. 

4. Cold and pleasant. Have a trial before Mr. Justice 
Tenney and prevail. 

5. Pleasant. Attend meeting in aftenioon and hear 
Rev. Mr. Maltby. 

6. Dec. Court at Worcester. It begins to snow at ten 
in the morning and continues until two at night and falls 
nearly a foot in depth and is very much drifted. We arc 
unable to start for Worcester and so remain at home, and 
in the evening eat a very great quantity of poached eggs 
and out of a vessel not to be named. 

7. Cold. I go to Worcester with Mr. Sibley. The 
snow has fallen about eight inches. The going is very 
bad. At Millbury we leave our wagon and take a sleigh. 
Keach Worcester about one. 

8. Three hundred actions only are entered. I am 
invited to pass the week with Mr. Wm. Lincoln. In the 
evening I call on Mrs. Washbura, who receives company 
tonight for the first time. 

9. Attend court all day ; and in the evening play at 
chess with Mrs. Doctor [John] Green, and beat her and 
the Doctor, her husband. 

10. Attend court ; and in the evening go to a paity at 

1 Alfred Dwight Foster's house was on the east side of Main Street, at the comer 
of what is now Foster Street. It was afterwards known for several years as the 
American Temperance House. 
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Isaac Davis', Es(|., to soo his wife's sister, Miss Esta- 
brook of RoyaLston. Dance after the piano. 

11. Spend the day in company with Mr. Lincoln. 

12. Do not attend meeting. Read Rev. Dr. Harris' 
history of Dorchester. 

13. Attend court. Spend the evening at Sam\ Jenni- 
son's in playing whist and backgammon. Dine at Judge 
Paine's. 

14. Attend court, which is holden this week by Judge 
Strong. Last week.it was holden by Judge Cummins. 

15. It rains all day and the snow mostly disappears. 
An interesting trial is had today between D'. Azor R. 
Phelps, Plff., and D*". William Workman, Deft., both of 
Shrewsbury.^ It is a case of slander. Jury do not agree. 

16. Cold. I return to Sutton, takuig Mr. Sibley's 
horse and gig, and stop at J. A. Hovey & Co.'s store in 
Millbury and purchase the materials for eight shiits. 
While at Worcester I pay twenty-seven dollars for a share 
of the stock in the Worcester County Athena? um. 

17. Coldest day thus far. Thermometer at 9 A. M. 
stands 23^. I spend the forenoon in reading Boswcll'^ 
life of Johnson, and in the afternoon I walk to a place 
called Purgatory, which is in the south pait of Sutton and 
remarkable for caverns in a great ledge of rocks. In eve 
play whist at Mr. P.'s. 

18. Continue to read Boswell with which I am first 
disgusted, then mad, and then pleased. Mr. Sibley comes 
from Worcester where he has been attending: court. 

19. Cloudy, and in afternoon & night snows. Read 
Boswell in forenoon, and afternoon attend meetinff and 
hear Rev. Mr. Maltby. In the evening walk up to the 
Street to hear Rev. Lyman Maynard of Oxford preach. 

* Dr. Workman removed to Worcester in 1635 and died there iu 1886. 
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He i« the son of Harvey Maynard of Tenii)loton, and i.s 
about my age. We used to go to school together, and he 
was our standard fiddler at all the junkets. He is now 
very much respected as a preacher of the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation. We do not hear him. We spend 
the evening in the tavern and drink, smoke, eat a supper 
of poached eggs and coffee, and hire a four-horse stage to 
bring us home. This was a bad way to spend Sunday 
night and I am satisfied it was a great eiTor in me to do so. 
L. B. Putnam, E. Putnam, E. Clark, Esq., & Mr. Sumner 
Cole were with me, or rather I was with them. We get 
back at 11 o'clock. 

20. Cold. Mr. Sibley returns to Worcester to attend 
court, which is still in session. 

21. I read Boswell all day, & spend the evening in 
learning Mr. Sibley's girl to play backgammon. 

22. Coldest day thus far. Ther. 10° above zero at nine 
A. M. & same at 9 P. M. This is the anniversary of the 
landing of the Pilgi'ims at Plymouth. I drink a glass of 
wine to their glorious memory, and this is all the notice I 
take of the day. A poem, an oration, supper and trim- 
mings are had at Worcester and I am invited but cannot 
attend. 

23. Ther. as yesterday. I read the American Quar- 
terly Review. Ride to Simeon Phelps' in this town in a 
sleigh. Very cold. Have a load of wood of Freeman 
Freeland at $3 per cord ; 8 ft. <& 2 inches in the load. 

24. Warmer. Finish American Quarterly lieview and 
read Boswell's Johnson. 

25. Christmas. The wind blows furiously from the 
south and rains hard. Snow all goes off. Read Boswell. 

26. Very pleasant & mild all day & ai)pears like 
spring. Spend the day at Mr. Sibley's. Nathan Arnold, 

7 
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Jr., is this day drowned, an only child, in his father's mill 
pond. Mr. Sibley came from Worcester last night, where 
he had been attending court. 

27. Warm and rains all day. Theimometer at 45^ & 
has been so since 24th. 

28. Wanii and rainy. Study law. 

29. Warm and pleasant. Reuben Sibley cuts up our 
wood and has $1.17 for it. 

30. Cloudy and warm. Li evening go with Edward 
Putnam to Wilkinsonville where we play whist at Maj. 
Har])ack's and have a grand supper. The evening is 
passed very pleasantly ; about twenty gentlemen were 
present. 

31. Wann and foggy. Mr. Sibley goes to Veimont. 
I go to Worcester to see about docket and to Millbury 
to see about trustee case. The travelling is very bad. 
Rev. Alonzo Hill was married to Miss Clark of Princeton 
on 29th. The wind blows most violently all the afternoon 
and evening with great (juantity of i*ain, and in the night 
there is very heavy thunder with much sharp lightning and 
thus departs in a I'age the year one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty. 

NOTES. 

Cold Days. 

Saturday, 3()th of January, was a very cold day. The 
thermometer fell 10° below zero and it was adjudged by 
many to have been the coldest day this or the two preceding 
years. There was only a little snow on the ground, not 
enough to make sleighing. The wind was strong from the 
west. I have not heard that any lives have been lost. 

Saturday, 6th of Feb., was as cold as the 30th, see 
Massachusetts Spy of Feb. 10, for particulars. 
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Fashions. 

Square toed boots & shoes were first worn in 1828 & 9, 
and in 1830 they have become in general use, and what is 
quite amusing is that even the sedate and sober yeomanry 
undertake to say that the fashion is a good one and that 
they have adopted it from convenience and economy, when 
in truth they do it fi*om sheer pride. But another fashion 
is now about to be introduced and the square toed one is to 
give place to picked toes. I have seen seveml of the 
pioneers of fashion with boots having toes very pointed 
and they look fierce enough. 



Aurora Borealis of Dec. 11, 1830. 

The whole noithern sky was most brilliantly lighted up. 
Streams of light from the whole northern horizon came up 
and pierced their way even to the zenith. These were 
constantly changing, and, at intervals, of one or two min- 
utes, clouds of light, appearing like the light of a fire 
through a mist, pass rapidly upward ; and then a broad 
belt of great splendor & beauty in the form of a rainbow 
came up. At times I thought I could hear it, making a 
noise similar to that of passing the hand quickly over a 
piece of silk cloth. I never have seen any appearances of 
the kind half so bright and magnificent. Rev. Mr. Going 
of Worcester was with me and he is of opinion that he has 
never seen them so splendid. The sky was perfectly clear 
and the weather rather cold. 



Cheese. 

Harding P. Woods, a trader in Barre, sold in Boston 
market, in one year one hundred and ninety-six thousand 
pounds of cheese, nearly all of which was manufactured 
by Barre farmers. 
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Statistics of Bauke, 1830. — Palm Leaf Hats. 

There are two stores here which procure large numbers 
of these hats braided by females. H. P. Woods & Co. 
and Charles Lee & Co. are the two mercantile houses doing 
the largest amount of business, and I am informed that the 
number of hats sold by each finu in the year now past, 
which have been manufactured on their account, is upwards 
of one hundred thousand ! One palm leaf is sufficient for 
a hat. These are brought from one of the West India 
islands and are sold hero to the bmiders at eight cents 
a leaf. The cheaper sort of hats are braided for twenty 
cents each. The principal market for them is New York, 
whence they are carried south. 



Dr. David S. C. H. Smith, of Sutton, was bom at 
('ornish, N. H., on June 27, 1795. He never was gradu- 
ated at anv colle^re. He entered at Hanover in 1810 and 
left in his sophomore year. He studied his profession 
with his father. He practised first about a year and a half 
in the St^ite of Indiana at a place on the river below 
Cinciimati. Before this, which was about 1818, he had 
tmvelled much over the northern part of the United States. 
He spent one summer at Kingston in Upper Canada, and 
resided in the family of Thomas Scott, Commissary of the 
army stationed at that place, and brother of the celebrated 
Sir Walter Scott. He was there with Dr. Whitloe, of 
London, a distinguished botanist. In his travels he be- 
came acquainted with Frederick Pursh, the author of a 
treatise on Botany, wiio was by birth a Prussian. Dr. 
Smith informs me that he died in MontreiU in 1815. He 
was about 35 at his death, and was exceedingly intemper- 
ate. He was a man of distinguished talents and had 
visited Montreal with the view of connecting himself to 
the Northern fur expedition under Lord Selkirk. 

The name of the town where Dr. Smith began practice 
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in Indiana was Lawrencebiirg, about 12 miles below the 
city of Cincinnati, and tlie name of the village was 
Hardensburg. He was there from the spring of 1818 to 
the fall of 1819, when he returned, and, in 1820, estal)- 
lished himself in Sutton. While in Indiana he devoted 
liimself to the study of natural history & brought a very 
considerable collection of plants back to New England with 
him. 

January y 1831. 

1. Pleasant. Re^id " Life of Johnson " by Boswell. 

2. Do not attend meeting. Read "Life of Johnson." 

3. Cold. Go to Worcester to attend putting questions 
to trustees. Remain there over night. 

4. Rains all dav. Settle Carter Eliot's estate in 
Probate Office. Dine with Judge Paine and return in 
aft(»rnoon, and in evening attend a ball at Tourtelott's, in 
the west part of Sutton.* Dance till 2 o'clock. Have a 
pleasant time ; see and dance with many pretty girls ; there 
are above thirty couples present. My bill is $2.25. (Jet 
home about 3 o'clock. 

5. Rains all day. Read North American Review^ and 
in the evening play whist at Capt. Putnam's. 

6. Pleasant. Road N. A. JievieuK 

7. Finish iV. A. Review. Mr. Siblev returns from 
Vennont. The aurora borealis api)ears in c^arly part of 
evening. The whole noilhern sky, as high as the zenith, 
is splendidly illuminated. It has the appearance of a fire 
through a mist and is of a unifonn brightness, and continues 
so for an hour, when it suddenly becomes unusually dark ; 
a bright belt of light comes uj) from the northeast and 
extends itself at the elevation of 45^ in the southern 
horizon to the southeast, and appears like a river of fire. 



iThis hotel is still standing. (1900). 
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8. Pleasant. Study law. 

9. Snows all night and most of the day. There is 
no meeting, Mr. Maltby^ having gone to Connecticut to 
visit his mother, who is dangerously sick. I spent the 
day in the office. 

10. Cold. Read law, and in the evening attend a 
party at Mr. Benjamin Woodbury's ; where [there arc] 
many of both sexes. Play whist and do not get home 
until 4 o'clock ! Have pleasant time. 

1 1 . Read the records of Sutton & " Life of Dr. John- 
son." 

12. Very cold. Thermometer at sundown at 5^. Ride 
to Grafton to Col. Cyrus Leland's, and procure the records 
of the Hassanamisco Indians. Mr. Leland is the trustee 
of the Indians. Carry with me Susan & Joanna Sibley. 
The sleighing is very fine. Return at 5 P. M., and spend 
the evening at Mr. Chase's playing whist. 

13. Spend the day in reading the Hassanamisco records. 
This is the coldest day thus far ; thennometer at 5° all 
day. 

14. Cold, and the sleighing good. Read law all day. 

15. It begins to snow and continues all day. The winil 
blows with extreme violence and is withal very cold. Mr. 
Sibley starts for Boston to take his seat in the Legislature, 
he being a member from Sutton. Le Baron Putnam carries 
him to Millbury. 

1(). Snows and blows furiously. The roads are blocked 
up and there is no meeting. Ox teams are driven out to 
break a road for the funeral of Andrew Woodbury, who 
died on Friday, jet. 23 ; son of Capt. John Woodbury. 
Spend the day at the office. 



> llcv. John Maltby wa8 settled in Spencer in 1820 and remained there tUl June, 
1834. He died at Worcester, 15 May, 1860. 
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17. Pleasant. Snow has fallen at 6 or 8 inches, and is 
unusually drifted. 

The weather to the end of the month was exceedingly 
cold, the thermometer standing about 10° above zero 
nearly all the time. Tlie coldest day was Friday, 22nd, 
when most of the thermometers sunk to 4 & 5 degi'ees 
])elow zero. The snow is judged to be 18 inches deep on 
a level and is very badly drifted. 

On Thursday, 27, I went to Worcester, and returned on 
Friday. 

On Saturday, Mr. Sibley returned from Boston. 

Sunday I attended meeting and hear Mr. Maltby. The 
day is cold. 

31. Cold. 

During the month I have read Le Sage's amusing work, 
entitled "Devil upon Two Sticks." It is replete with the 
most severe and cutting satire upon the people of Spain. 
Beside this, I have read "Roderick Random," Moore's 
"Amatory Customs," Moore's ^' Lalla Rookh," Gay's poems 
and life, besides many other miscellaneous writings, all 
of which has been accomplished while I have been waiting 
for my meals. I do not mean by this, however, to com- 
plain that I have had to wait improperly. 

The newspaper which I read most constantly is the 
Boston Courier^ edited by Joseph T. Buckingham. I 
rely upon this more than upon any other paper. It is 
managed with liberality, candor, & a resi)cct4ible rcgjird 
(compared with others) to truth. 

February, 1831. 

1. Study law. In the afternoon ride to Douglass with 
Dr. Pierce, and return at evening. It begins to snow 
about ten in the evening and continues all night and — 
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2. — until about ten in the morning, when it is thought it 
has fallen to the depth of fifteen inches. The depth of 
snow now on the earth is at least thirty inches on a level. 
It is much drifted, and the roads are impassal>le. In the 
evening I play whist at Capt. Putnam's. 

3. The people are busy in breaking out roads which 
have lieen !>locked up with snow. Mr. Sibley returned to 
resume his seat in the legislature on Monday ; and, on 
account of the snow, did not reach Boston until Wednes- 
day evening. Spend the evening at 'Squire Clark's playing 
whist. 

4. The snow fell last night near six inches deep, and 
then rained and settled the snow very much. In the after- 
noon it becomes cold and the snow freezes. 

5. It is cold. Study law. 

(>. Cold. Do not attend meeting. Copy the records 
of the Hassanamisco in Grafton. 

7. Pleasant; warmer. Play whist in the evening at 
Mr. RusselVs. 

8. Wanner, and very pleasant. Bon'ow Le Baron 
Putnam's horse and sleigh & carry Mr. Sibley's girls and 
two of Mrs. March's to Worcester ; return at dark. In 
forenoon there is a trial before Mr. Justice Tenney against 
Davis Lomliard for wood stealing, upon the complaint of 
Dea. James McClellan. He is convicted. 

9. Pleasant and colder. Thermometer at 10^, and in 
morning, at 7 above zero. Copy Hassanamisco records for 
my history of Sutton. 

10. Pleasant and cold. In the evening play whist at 
Mr. {/lark's. Maj. Tenney and Le Baron Putnam arc 
there. Copy records of Hassanamisco and study law. 

11. Pleasant. Copy records all day, & in evening 
attend an oratorio at Millbmy (old town), CaiTy Mrs. J. 
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L. Sibley and Mary Ann Sibley. The meeting house is 
very crowded. The singing is pronounced fine by judges, 
but in my opinion was most diabolical. I have no ear for 
music and cannot, therefore, speak professionally ; but the 
sounds to me were execrable, and the whole performances 
seemed rather to have been a trial at making up mouths 
and faces than singing. Miss Longley, daughter of the 
late Dr. Longley of Millbury, was the most eminent among 
the ladies, both for voice and beauty of person. 

12. Great eclipse of the sun. The forenoon was very 
pleasant and wann. The snow thawed the front side of the 
office, and the atmosphere was not uncomfortably cold. The 
sun was obscured by clouds, and the eclipse appeared only 
at intervals. The eclipse commenced 49 minutes after 1 1 
A. M., and continued until between one and two. The 
darkness not so great as expected. Had I not been api)rise(l 
that sjich an event as the eclipse was to Imve taken place 
I should not have noticed it. No stars were to be seen, as 
was anticipated. Expectation was greatly raised by the 
magnified accounts of editors and almanac makers. The 
whole disc of the sun was covered except a small circle of 
the upper left-hand side or edge. 

13. Cold. Attend meetin<i: in forenoon. Hear Mr. 
Maltby. He is too orthodox to be pleasant, tho' i)crsonally 
I think well of him. 

14. Very pleasant. Play whist in evening at Nehcmiah 
Chase's with Maj. Tenney and Cai)t. Sim. Wo()d])ury. 

15. Pleasant. Copy Hassanamisco records. 

16. It begins to rain at 8 in the morning and continues 
till 8 in evening. The snow has merited away very fast, 
and yet there remains a great burden ui)on the ground. 
The sleighing since the ninth of January has been perfectly 
good. The school was examined here yesterday, which I 
attended. It has been kcj)! by Mr. Amos W. Stockwell of 
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this town, now a sophomore in Amherst College. He has 
been my fellow boarder at Mrs. March's. 

The sleighing becomes bad. The drifts are yet deep 
and the going is almost impassable. I study law and 
miscellany until the end of the month. On the 26th, Dr. 
Pierce carries me to Worcester and leaves me. I remain 
there until Monday afternoon, when I return. While 
there, I appoint W^ Lincoln my agent to settle and adjust 
my affairs with David Day & Timothy Johnson, and 
deliver him my receipts, notes, &c., for that end. I dine 
& sup with Mr. Lincoln on Sunday at Maj. Newton's. 
There is great excitement in Worcester about the arrest of 
the High Sheriff, Calvin Willard, Esq., upon the com- 
plaint of old Eliakim Davis of Fitchburg. 

He [Eliakim Davis] was born in Rutland, March 28, 
1760. His father was Jesse Davis, who was also born 
in Rutland in 1739, who was the son of Daniel Davis, 
born in Bedford, near Boston, and one of the first settlers 
of Rutland. Eliakim's mother was a daughter of Daniel 
Estabrook of Rutland, and sister of Jedidiah Estabrook, 
who is the father of Dr. George Estabrook, fonnerly a 
practising physician in Holden, and now of Rutland. 
Eliakim has been famous for between twenty and thirty 
years for his undauntable love of litigation. Perhaps no 
man ever lived who had manifested throughout so great 
a fondness for contention. He lias been imprisoned again 
& again for perjury, maintenance and defaming the names 
of honest citizens, and yet no sooner is he set at liberty 
than he gets into some scrape for which he is severely 
punished. He has squandered a good estate in (]uaiTelling 
with his neighbors and, notwithstanding his poverty, still 
succeeds in getting funds to carry on his suits. He left 
Rutland in 1820, or thereabouts, and moved to Fitchburg, 
where he married a respectable widow lady, with a small 
real estate, and, from his litigious temper, has become a 
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terror to all the people of the town. Hia love of the law 
seems to have become a passion, and every other feeling 
is made subservient to it. I do not think he would steal 
or cheat, and I believe he is temperate in bis habits. A 
perfect history of him may be found on the records of 
Court for the County of Worcester, where he has regularly 
appeared at every term for near or quite thirty years. In 
all civil suits he appears as plaintiff, but in criminal matters 
he is generally on the defensive. He always has about a 
dozen suits that are to be brought, and if any attorney 
consents to say anything to him beyond asking after his 
health, he will give an exact detail of all his cases and, 
perhaps, produce his papers, all of which must be read, 
and then comes a request to engage as his counsel ; and if 
he cannot persuade you to it peacefully, ho will resort to 
threats and tender money for a writ or warrant. 

On Friday, 25, I dined and supped at Capt. Isi-ael 
Putnam's with a large company. 

March, 1831. 

1. Warm and pleasant. No sleighing. During this 
week I am busily engaged in transcribing in the Sutton 
Town Books the minutes of records of meetings held since 
1827. These minutes were put down by J. L. Sibley, 
E^q., and never placed in the clerk's book. He has been 
town clerk for some time, and did not record his minutes in 
the proper volume of records on account of his handwriting, 
which to strangers is difficult to be read. From a weakness 
in his right hand, occasioned by sickness, he cannot hold a 
pen, and therefore writes with his left hand. I have tran- 
scribed enough into the town records to cover over forty 
pages. 

The weather during the week has been pleasant and 
warm ; but the travelling has been unusually bad. On 
Saturdaj' I went to Uxbridge on horseback to attend a 
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justice court before the Hon. Benjamin Adam8, between 
Luke Prentis, Esq., and Sim. Fuller. I rode down there 
with Dr. Smith of this town, and we concluded that we 
could not pass off the summer more ))leasantly tlian to get 
each of us a horse and ride about the country laughing at 
ridiculous objects. In our ride down there we saw, for 
the first time this spring, a bluebird and robin, & on my 
retuiTi home saw the bird called kill-dill (so called from its 
voice), or the gull. 

6. There is no meeting, Mr. Maltby liaving gone to 
Conn, to visit his father, who lies dangerously ill. He 
lives at Northford. It is but a short time since his mother 
died. 

7. This is March meeting day. Before the centre 
meeting-house was torn down in 1828-9, it had always 
been customary for the town to hold its meetings in it. 
When the new one was erected, a b&sement story was 
built for the accommodation of the inhabitants, with the 
expectation, however, of receiving ceilain rent. This 
disappointed the town, and became a bone of strife for 
a long time. The meetings were held by vote, alternately 
at the Street and Wilkinsonvillc, and a refusal to pay rent 
to the Congregational Society, The charge for rent was 
put at $40 a year, and was by many believed to be small 
as could be expected. The difficulty was cured in the 
course of the summer of 1831 and an arrangement effected 
by which all the town meetings in future are to be held in 
the basement story of the first Congregational meeting- 
house in Sutton. 

9. Mr. Mills, our deputy sheriff, carries me to Worces- 
ter. The going is very bad. We enter two actions. 

10. I attend court all day. Judge Cummins is present. 
Very little has been done by our profession during the 
vacation, much less than has been done for several years. 



Diary of Christ oj^her 6\ Baldwin, 97 

I pass the overling with Mr. Henry Shaw of Laneshoro, 
who is the leading member of our House of Rei)resenta- 
tives. His great strength lies in his powers in debate and 
his bitin<>: wit and sarcasm. He is now one of the 
candidates for governor at the ai)proacliing election. He 
is personally hostile to Gov. Lincoln and omits no opi)or- 
tunity to lash him. Mr. Lincoln once sent him a justice's 
commission and Mr. Shaw enclosed it in a letter and 
returned it, savin^r that he did not consider himself as fit 
to dischar<2:e the duties of a ma^istrnte. He told me this 
himself. He has good conversation powers, and amuses 
by his good sense and wit. His father was a i)hysician in 
Castleton, Vermont, from whom he inherited a large 
estate. 

11. I attend court all day. Take tea at Hon. Judge 
Paine's, and in the evening hear Doctor Oliver Fiske 
deliver a lecture before the Lycemn on the subject of 
''.Agriculture." Play whist in the evening at C. Allen's. 

12. Meet Mr. Chester Harding the painter, and have a 
ccmversation on i)hrenology. He is a full believer and 
convert to the doctrine, and has taken the dimensions of 
all the most distinguished heads in the country, such as the 
members of the Supreme Court of the U. S., Daniel 
Webster's, &c. The largest he^ul is that of Judge 
Marshall, <& the next is that of Mr. Webster. Mr. Harding 
now resides at Springfield. I come home with Mr. Mills 
to Sutton. I received my justice's commission. 

13. No meeting, Mr. Maltby not having returned from 
Northford. 

14. I spend the day in reading town records. 

15. I go a hunting with Le Baron Putnam and kill a 
mink. 

It). I go to Worcester to attend court. Stoj) in Mill- 
bury to sec Rev. Mr. [Joseph] Goffe and procure from him 
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his old papers relating to the Waters family. Reach 
Worcester at noon. 

17. Attend court. In the evening attend a meeting of 
Lyceum. William Lincoln delivers a lecture, giving an 
account of Arnold's expedition to Quebec. 

18. Attend court, and in evening play whist at Sam. 
Jennison's ; have good [time].^ 

19. Retura to Sutton. It snows very fast, and by 
noon is 5 inches deep ; it then begins to rain. 

20. Mr. Maltby preaches. I don't attend chm-ch. 

21. Warm, and snow disappears. Ensign John Wood- 
bury presents me a box of old papers, which contains 
above one hundred old deeds, most of which belonged to 
the D wight family of Dedham, the oldest of which is dated 
in 1<>46. 

22. I make an abstmct of the D wight deeds. 

23. Continue making an abstract. 

24. Prei)are to go to Boston with William. Lincoln, 
Esq., of Worcester. IIo goes by way of Concord — 

25 — ^and I go directly from Sutton to Boston, and reach 
there about 7 o'clock A. M. 

The following facts were taken from the Boston Evening 
Post for 1741 & 2, being a volume of that newspaper : — 

John Burleigh, Escj., removed from the office of a 
justice of the peace for the county of Essex, for receiving 
and passing the Land Bank or Manufactory Bills, Jan. 12, 
1741. 

Feb. 2, 1741. An order is passed in Council prohibit- 
ing the passing or rec<?iving Manufactory Bills. 



'Samuel Jennison was librarian of the American Antiquarian Society, from 1814 
to 1825, and for twouty-eight years its treasurer. 
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April 6, 1741. Isaac Little, Es(|., for the county of 
Plymouth, and John Metcalf, Esq., for the county of 
Suffolk, were removed from their offices for receiving and 
l)assing Manufactory Bills. 

April 13, 1741. Last Thursday, by order of the gov- 
ernor and council, Samuel White, Esq., one of his 
Majesty's justices of the peace for the county of Suffolk, 
and Samuel Dudley, Esq., one of his Majesty's justices of 
the peace for the county of Worcester, were removed from 
their respective offices for receiving and passing the notes 
commonly called Manufactory Bills, and persisting therein. 

April 27, 1741. Col. Estes Hatch (Capt. Adams and 
Capt. Watts of Chelsea) , and 7 or 8 lieutenants and one 
ensign, were dismissed from their offices for being con- 
cerned in the Land Bank. 

May 18, 1741. Zabdiel Boylston of Brooklyn offers 
for sale 940 acres of land situated in Sutton. 

June 1, 1741. Gov. Belcher is greatly incensed with 
the House of Representatives for their favorable opinion 
of the Land Bank, and the assembly is prorogued. 

1741. Jonas Bond was a representative from Water- 
town and Elisha Putnam from Sutton. 

July 13, 1741. See the act of Parliament for abolishing 
the Land Bank. 

July 27, 1741. See advertisement about Sam. Adams 
and his connection with manufactory bills, and following 
paper. 

Nov. 9, 1741. Dr. Gardner of Boston operates upon 
Joseph Baker, a lad of six years, for .stone in the bladder, 
in " latteral way," and the child gets well. 

Nov. 9, 1741. Elisha Putnam, a representative from 
Sutton, with many others, was fined 5/ per diem for 
breach of duty in being absent from the house. 



» 
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Jan. 18, 1742. Andrew Eliot chosen colleague in the 
new North Church, Boston ; and in the same pai)er see 
Rev. Mr. Wi«:<i:les worth's notion about the doctrine of the 
" Inii)utation of Adam's first sin upon his posterity," and 
that doctrine is not distinctly avowed in any of the writings 
of John Calvin. 

March 1, 1742. Samuel Greenwood, Esq., of Boston, 
dies, aged 52 ; and, in the next paper, Isaac Greenwood 
writes a letter about the comet whi<?h at that time was 
visi])le in the heavens, and which created some alarm. 

April 2f>, 1742. The students of Yale College all leave 
that institution on account of religious confusion and 
(piaiTclling. 

May a, 1742, & July 5. The Rev. Mr. Rogers of 
Ipswich, Mr. Daniel Rogers & Mr. Bewell, candidates for 
the ministry, visit Newbury and take possession of Rev. 
Mr. Lowell's meeting-house while he was out of town, and 
go to preaching, to the great confusion of the people. 

July 5, 1742. Rev. James Davenport of Stoughton, 
Long Island, visits Boston and preaches daily on the 
Connnon for seveml days. His hearers make great con- 
fusion, being very much affected with his discourses. The 
Boston clergymen judge it meet not to invite them into 
their desks. 

July 2(>, 1742. Letters a])out Rev. Gilbert Tennent, 
Whitfield and Davenport. 

Aug. 23, 1742. The above Daveni)ort was committed 
to jail, a bill having been found by the grand jury against 
him at Boston, for disturbing the peace and reviling Boston 
ministers. He refused to give bail upon the capias and 
was accordingly conunitted. The jury, upon his trial, 
found him guilty and, in their verdict, returned, '' non 
compos mentis^'' at the time of his scandalizing the clergy. 
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He was remanded to prison and wa« discharged th(» next 
day, and he again went to preaching. 

He had been banished by the authority of Connecticut 
Colony for outi'ages of a similar character. 

Thatcher, a fellow preacher, was styled his armour 
bearer. Sept. 27, 1742. 

Sept. 13, 1742. Ezekiel Hunt of Ipswich was ccmi- 
mitted to jail on suspicion of having murdered his wife. 

Nov. 22, 1742. Dies David Jeffries, Es(i., aged 85; 
father of Hon. John Jeffries of Boston. 

Daniel Denny's family of Leicester is badly scalded. 
There are 4 children ; one dies thereof. 

Sept. 30, 1736. There is yet surviving Mr. Daniel 
Stoddard, in Hingham, in his 103 year. — Neios Letter, 

Sept. 30, 1736. News LeUer. 

We have advice by letters from Newfound I^and that 
William Keene, Esq., fonnerly of this town, but who has 
for many years since been a merchant there, was last 
spring appointed judge of the Court of Vice-admiralty 
there ; and that he has lately condemned a London shij), 
newly arrived from Lisbon, and a sloop from Maryland, 
seized by the man of war upon that station. 

April, 1831. 

1. At the Tremont House in Boston with William 
Lincoln of Worcester, where I have been since the 25 of 
March. We have spent our time in copying old papers 
relating to Worcester and Sutton, which we found in the 
garret of the State House. 

2. We spend the day in walking about the town, 

examining the odd-looking tips and dandies who appear in 

the middle of the day in the principal streets for exhibition. 

They are indeed worthy of being gazed at. In the after- 
8 
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noon we ride over to Cambridge & examine the college 
libniry ; revisit our old hamits, attend prayers in the 
chapel, and return to Boston at H P. M. At 10 in the 
evening we start foi* Worcester in the mail stage and reach 
there at 5 A. M., — 

8. — and have an amusing ride, from the company of an 
Irisliman and a woman who tried to pass for his wife. I 
put on the Irish Iwogue, and succeeded in making my 
fellow passenger believe me a countryman. I agreed with 
him, and more than once offered to help him whip the rest 
of the passengers, who treated him mther unceremoniously. 
This gave him great courage, and he talked loud and 
stormy. At length I unluckily spoke >vithout brogue, ^nd 
he had no sooner discovered the imposture than he swore 
he would lick me, and my friend Lincoln held his hands to 
keep me from a i)ounding. I take tea with E. Washburn, 
Es(i., who has begun housekeeping. 

4. Isaiah Thomas, LL.D., of Worcester, at the age of 
82 years, dies at 7 o'clock this morning.^ 

5. I return to Sutton. I hire a horse and chaise of 
Congdon for this purpose. 

6. Arrange papers, and spend the day in puttering. 

7. Fast day. I do not attend meeting. 

8. I start this morning for Queechy river in Vermont, 
in company with Le Baron Putnam. I go as agent of the 
Millbury Bank to adjust the affairs of the Queechy Manu- 
facturing Company, the property of which was conveyed 
to the bank by Putnam. There are now opposing claim- 



I Dr. Thomas's remains were laid in a iinnnite tomb which he had erected 
in 1817 in the Meotianic Street Burial Ground. Isaac Goodwin of the Worcester 
Rar delivered an address on his life and public services. In 1878 the tomb was 
removed to the Rural Cemetery at Worcester (the old burial ground having been 
discontinued), and on the 24th of June of that year his remains were reinterred 
with impressive ceremonies by the city government and the Antiquarian and 
Masonic Societies. The Hon. Stephen Salisbury, President of the Antiquarian 
Society, delivered an address on that occasion. 
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antn to the property, and I go to have them mottled. We 
ga in an open gig and reach Windsor on the Sunday 
evening, the 10th ; and we reach Worcester, on our return, 
Tuesday the 19th, and on Wednesday the 20th I retuni to 
Sutton. I give my receipt to the bank of twenty-five 
dollars for cash to pay expenses. I carry thiity-eight 
dollars with me — thirteen dollars of my own and twenty- 
five dollars as above — and, on my return, find that the 
expenses have been twenty-six dollars and fifty cents, 
which sum is to be charged to the bank in addition to 
my sei*vices. 

(The following account of the visit to Queechy is taken 
from the end of the diary for 1831.) 

Friday, April 8, 1831. 

So I set out in company with Le Baron Putnam of Sutton 
to go to Queechy river in the town of Hartford, in the 
State of Vermont. I go as the Agent of the Millbury Bank. . 
The business on which I am sent is to adjust and aiTange 
difficulties existing between the Bank and John Downer, 
Es<i., of Hartford. The Queechy Manufacturing Company 
having failed in 1828 and being largely indebted to Mr. 
Putnam conveyed the whole of the Company property to 
him. Putnam assigned his deed to the Bank, and Downer 
now comes forward with a previous title to the same estate, 
claiming it as his. A compromise between him and the 
Bank having been proposed, the Bank delegates me as its 
Agent to go and conclude an agreement. I receive of the 
Bank twenty-five Dollars to defmy expenses, for which 
I give my receipt. We go in a gig and when we reach 
Worcester it begins to rain accompanied with a strong 
wind. We pass through Holden into Rutland and to 
Hubbardston, and there remain over night. The wind 
increases in violence and blows a tempest the whole night. 
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The house shook and trembled so much that I was unable 
to sleep and the landlord did not go to bed at all. 

Saturday, 9. 

It grew cold fast, and when we reached Templeton we 
had partly concluded to remain there until the wind should 
abate its fury. I called at my father's and found him in 
usual health, tho' he had been shortly before confined to 
his room of a fever. From Templeton we passed through 
Winchindon, and a corner of Royalston to Fitzwilliam 
where we took dinner at Foster's. The wind blew as 
fiercely here as at any other time in the day, accompanied 
with s(|uawls of snow. Here I gave Mr. Putnam five 
dollars to discharge our expenses, he to account for it to 
the Bank on our return. The road was very bad and many 
places we could [not] pass in our carriage without getting 
out. We pass into Troy and Sw^ansey and so to Keene, 
the snow having fallen to the depth of near two inches. 
We do not stop in Keene, but ride on to Holbrook's in 
Surrey, where we put up for the night ; and we conclude 
that we have never travelled in so tedious and uncomforta- 
ble a day. Mr. Holbrook says that he has been in Surrey 
about twenty years and tliat he was bom in the town of 
Beilingham in Massachusetts and is cousin to Sylvanus 
Holbrook, the manufacturer of Northbridge. 

Sunday, April 10, 1831. 

The weuther is milder and quit« pleasant compared with 
what it was yesterday. I find a man by the name of 
Briggs who stayed at Holbrook's over night who says that 
he belongs to Ludlow. His father was from the town of 
Berkley. I enquire of him if he is acquainted with any 
person by the name of Baldwin and he says there is a 
family of that name living in Cavendish. I asked him 
what he knew of them, and all the infoimation he could 
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give of them was that one a few weeks before had been 
arrested for stealing a horse ! I suppressed further en- 
quiry and did not let him know my name. The town of 
Ludlow was partly settled by emigrants from Templeton. 
A family by the name of Patch went there, if my memory 
be correct, and one also by the name of Fletcher. Tho' of 
this I am not certain. 

We take our breakfast at Holbrook's and proceed on our 
journey. We pass out of Surrey into Alstead and so into 
a corner of Walpole through Drewsville. Here we saw a 
Lawyer's office which had been sadly mangled and muti- 
lated by having a cannon, charged with brick-bats, chain 
links, broken iron and earthen fired through it. It was 
placed before the door and a slow match let it off, sending 
its miscellaneous contents completely through the tene- 
ment. The Lawyer had done something that gave offence 
to a couple of miscreants who took this course to revenge 
the injury. He was out of the office at the time so that 
no injury was done except to the building. The authors 
. of the mischief arc now in jail waiting for trial. From 
Walpole we passed into a corner of Langdon and so into 
Cliarlestown, having found the travelling the whole way 
exceedingly bad. From Charlestown we passed into Clara- 
mont. I walked along leaving Mr. Putnam to overtake 
me at the ferry, two miles from the Street, the Cheshire 
bridge having been swept away by the freshet two weeks 
ago. I was carried across in a small boat and had just 
l>egun enquiry into the history of a man by the name 
of Whipple emigi'ated to this i)lace (Springfield) from 
Sutton, when Mr. Putnam came down to the Ferrv and 
said that he could not cross, bis horse being unaccustomed 
to such trials. And being unable to prevail on him to 
make an experiment, I was compelled to enter into con- 
tract with Mr. Charon to be retransported, which cost me 
twelve & half cents. I got into the gig and wo proceeded 
on our jouniey through very muddy roads into Cornish 
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and thence over the bridge into Windsor. We put up at 
Pettis' public house. 

Monday, 11. 

We find that Thomas Emerson, P^scj., the person con- 
nected with Mr. Downer, is absent on a visit at Norwich, 20 
miles north of Windsor, and will not return until Wednes- 
day noon, and the weather being cold and tempestuous, we 
conclude to remain at Windsor until his retuni. I sret me 
a Grazetteer of Vennont, and in the coui'se of the day read 
most of it. I visit the State's Prison, where arc 124 con- 
victs, and examine the prison register to see if there are 
any prisoners from Worcester County. I do not find any. 
The prison is now undergoing great changes. Solitary 
cells are in course of building, when the plan and aiTange- 
ment will be similar to that which exists at Cliarlestown, 
Mass. I go into the gi'avc-yard and copy off many 
epitaphs. I find some Sutton people buried here, among 
whom is Abner Forbes. He came from Sutton to Windsor 
while he was (juite young, with Mr. Jonathan Hall, with 
whom he lived. He was educated for commercial life and 
succeed in acquiring an ample fortune. He was Major- 
Goneml and finally a judge of the County Court and, I 
l)elieve, a member of the State Senate. He had a brother 
Jotham, also born in Sutton, who settled in Windsor, 
was a physician and acted as surgeon in the war of 
1812-13. He died in Ohio. There were two other 
l)rothers, Lil)}>eus and Absolom, who settled as fannei's in 
the noio:hborhood of Windsor. There arc manv stones 
erected in memory of a family by the name of Sterne. 
This family came from Worcester, being originally from 
Oxford. Many of them have been highly respectable. 
Deacon Nathan Cooligc, who is now living at Windsor, 
infonns me that he once lived in Worcester and is a native 
of Watcitown. S. Shuttles worth, Esq., a classmate of 
Judge Bangs, formerly a minister and now a lawyer, 
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informs me that he once preached for some tune in Worces- 
ter. He is very old and very poor. Thomas Leland, 
Esq., attorney at law, is a native of Grafton, and is cousin 
to Col. Cyrus Leland at the New England Village. 
Cornish in New Hampshire was settled by emigrants from 
Sutton. The burying-ground is in sight from Windsor 
Street. In the afternoon I visit that and find a great deal to 
interest me. The first monument that met my eye was that 
of the Rev. James Wellman, the first minister of the north 
parish of Sutton, now MiUbury. Beside him lay the bodies 
of the Chases, the Putnams, Marbles, Morses, &c., all 
Sutton names and natives of that town. I copied above 
fifty epitaphs, being nearly all that were to be found in the 
yard. The oldest of the Chase family was the Hon. 
Samuel Chase, who was bom in 1707 at Littleton and 
went to Sutton before 1730 & remained there until 1763 
or 4 and then went with a part of his family to Cornish. 
He died at the age of 93, having been a judge, senator, 
and sustained a variety of honors, and with profit and 
respectability. He has left a gi*eat number of descendants, 
among whom is the Hon. Dudley Chase of Randolph, now 
a senator in Congress from Vermont. 

Tuesday, April 12. 

It is cold. I call on Harvey Chase, Esq., a lawyer of 
Cornish, having his office near the Windsor Bridge, who is 
the youngest son of Moses Chase, who was the youngest 
brother of the Hon. Samuel Chase above named. I 
informed him of my intention to collect materials for a 
history of the town of Sutton, and he politely offered to 
furnish me an account of the Sutton families who came to 
Cornish. He invited me to take tea at his house, which I 
accepted, and I there met Dr. Phelps of Windsor, who 
assisted in surveying for the Blackstone Canal ; and Parson 
[George] Leonard, an Episcopalian clergyman, now offici- 
ating as rector in Cornish, at the church a little distance 
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l)elow Windsor Bridge. He was a classmate of Sam. M. 
Bumside, Esq., of Worcester, and is one of the ugliest- 
looking men I ever saw, yet withal a most honest counte- 
nance. I found him very pleasant and intelligent. He is a 
native of Noi*ton. Dr. Phelps is a native of Windsor and, 
I understand, is a young gentleman of good promise. In 
the afternoon I see the Rev. Mr. Hoi*ton, who was [of] 
the class after me at Cambridge, who is now rector of an 
Episcopalian Church in Windsor. I also see the Rev. Mr. 
Barlow, now a Unitarian minister, settled in Lynn and a 
native of Windsor, on a visit to this place to attend the 
maiTiage ceremony of his sister, who today became the 
wife of Esq. Fletcher, a young lawyer from Chester, Vt. 
I believe he is a descendant of the Dr. Fletcher who went 
from Templeton, and who was a brother of Dea. Joel 
Fletcher of Templeton, who died in 1824, at the age of 84. 
He is cousin of Richard Fletcher, Esq., now an eminent 
lawyer in Boston. In the evening, I am inti*oduced to 
Jabez Sargent, Escj., who was foimerly a lawyer in 
Chester, but now a Jackson postmaster of Windsor. His 
father was the Rev. Samuel Sargent, once minister of 
Woburn, who was thfe son of Jabez Sargent of Worcester. 
Chester was originally settled by emigmnts from Worces- 
ter. Adonijah Whitney of Chester was born in Templeton. 
Many encjuiries are made in relation to Dr. Smith of 
Sutton, he being a connexion of the Chase family. His 
father. Dr. Nathan Smith, married a daughter of Grenl. 
flonathan Chase, who was a son of old Samuel Chase Ix^fore- 
named. On the decease of his first wife in 1793, he 
married for a second, her sister. Dr. Nathan Smith 
formerly pmcticed in Cornish. 

Wednesday, April 13. 

The day is pleasant and wann. I ride out with Mr. 
Pettis, who shows nie the residences of the principal men 
of the place, and among the rest, the house whei'e the famed 
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John Henry, the Spy in the last war, resided. It is on 
the east side of the road nearly a mile north from the 
Street. Mr. Pettis' ancestors came from Amherst, Mass. 
Mr. £mei*son returns at noon and I see him in relation to 
my errand. After much talk, conclude that I must go to 
Hartford and examine the Registry of Deeds and ascei*tain 
the condition and situation of the titles to the estate. And 
get Mr. Do>\'ner to meet us at Windsor. In the evening I 
am invited to play whist with Mr. Pettis and his brother. 
I have a pleasant time. Lose 8 games at a quarter each 
and then go to bed. Today I saw the famous living skele- 
ton, whose singular leanness has been the subject of public 
curiosity for many months. His name is Calvin Edson ; 
he resides at Randolp[h] , Vt., where he has a wife and four 
children. Until he was about thirty years old, he had as 
much meat on his l)ones &s anybody. He looks somewhat, 
as, it might be expected, a pei*son would look, who should 
have a consumptive complaint that should not stop where 
it kills ordinary consumptive persons. He was born close 
by Stafford mineml springs in Connecticut. He is now 
forty-three years old. He is i-ather short and has a simple 
looking head. He coughs a good deal and has a hollow, 
sepulchral sounding voice, tho' it does not fatigue him 
greatly to talk. He has just returned from Europe, having 
been absent about a year exhibiting himself as a curiosity. 
He seems to have no shame, but rather feels a pride in 
showing his legs and anns. He spent the last winter 
in Paris and amused us much in relating his odd experi- 
ences while there. He was carried, it seems, into one of 
the publick hospitals for examination l)efore the doctors of 
medicine. He says he was placed on a table and a cele- 
)>rated doctor began to jabl)er at him, at which all the rest 
laughed. He could not understand a word of his speech, 
yet it was very pleasant to those who he^ird it. Some one, 
at length, asked him in English if he had any strength, 
upon which, he said, he got off from the table and select- 
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ing one of the most muscular and athletic Fi*enchmen in the 
hall, took him by the collar with one hand, and, with trip 
and a twich, cast him head long under the benches. This 
perfoiinance was received with great applause, and he was 
actually, while in Paris, regarded as a bully ! While in 
London, he says that the people there told him that they 
should never venture to fight us Americans any more, for it 

would l>e impossible to knock up such trotters as his. 

«««««« 

He walked about without the assistance of any one, and 
ate as heartily as tho' in ordinary health. He weighs about 
sixty-three pounds, and might, I should judge when his 
flesh was on, have weighed from one hundred & forty to 
fifty pounds. He had rode in the stages to this place from 
New York, where he landed on his return from Eui'ope, and 
did not appear to be suffering greatly from fatigue. He 
was present in the same house with me for nearly two 
hours, and during most of that time he was enteilaining 
the crowd with his London and Paris experiences. 

I do not know when I have seen a more humiliating or 
unpleasant object. It is difficult to realize that he is a 
human being, and although neat and cleanly in his person, 
there is something in his appearance even disgusting. It 
affected me to so great a degree that when sitting at the 
dinner table with him, I could not eat my dinner, and 
1 found that others were affected in a similar manner. 

His mind, I understand, has not been injured by his 
stmngc infirmity of body. He has great vanity accom- 
panied with foolishness. And any one might presume him 
to possess this cliaracter from the fact that he is w^illing to 
show himself round the country for 25 cents. 

Thursday, April 14. 

The morning is warm and pleasant. I set out in com- 
I>any with Mr. Putnam this morning in his gig to go to 
Queechy village, in the town of Hartford. We pass out 
of Windsor into Hartland and so on to Queechy River. 
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The country hereabout is exceedingly beautiful. I have 
never seen any place before that looked so inviting for a 
permanent residence. The hills are large swells, unbroken 
by cliffs or ledges and susceptible of cultivation to the very 
pinnacles. Tho' many of them are yet partially covered 
with banks of snow, yet the valleys begin to look gi'een 
and inmiemse flocks of sheep and cattle are already tunied 
away from the barns to find their su})sistence upon the 
tender herbage. The roads are mostly settled and arc 
safely passable with the exception of the clay-pits which are 
numerous & difficult to be got over. These are produced 
l)y the frost penetrating the earth deeply and when it 
comes out, the surface becomes dry first and thus leaves 
the parts underneath loose and almost in a liquid state. If 
a carriage wheel once gets through into the soft, it can 
rarely be got out except }>y the help of levers or un- 
loading. These places make the roads difficult and even 
dangerous for travellers. The holes are deep & it is diffi- 
cult, especially for a stranger, to asceitain where they are. 
Horses and stages frequently get into them and escape 
with difficulty. Besides the roads, I know of no serious 
objection to the country as very eligible for a residence. 
The scenery is every where picturesque and beautiful. 
The land is fertile and the climate as healthy perhaps as 
any part of New England. The people are hospitable, 
intelligent and industrious, and live as happily as any 
community I have ever seen. 

We reach Queeehy village about noon and, after dinner, 
we go to the office of the Registrar of Deeds, who is the 
Town Clerk, for the purpose of making such examinations 
there relative to the titles to the estate of the Queeehy 
Company as might be necessary in our negociation with 
Emerson and Downer. I spend the afternoon in the Town 
Clerk's office and walk back to the village, distant about 
two miles. On my return back, I find a grave-j'^ard near 
the bank of Queeehy Kivcr, situated about fifty feet al)ove 
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its bed, commanding a fine view of the surrounding 
highlands and the beautiful valley below. I had no sooner 
passed the fence enclosing it than I found the following 
inscription upon one of the monuments there erected : 

REBECCA 

Consort of 

Wniis Hall 

departed this life 

March 18. 1814. 

Aged 78 years. 

She was the wife of Mr. Willis Hall of Sutton. He was 
the son of Willis Hall, Es(|., who was the President of the 
Chaise [Shays] Convention held at Worcester, 1786. He 
was an adjutant during most of the Revolutionary war, and 
went from Sutton to this part of the world about 1790. 
His brother Jacob Hall came here about the same time. 
Jacob lives in Hartford, in the 83rd year of his age. 
Jonathan, another ))rother, now lives in the west part of 
Windsor, and is a highly respectable citizen. They had a 
lirother Nathaniel, who was a minister and settled and died 
at Granville, N. Y., and an obituary notice may be found 
of him in the Recorder for about 1820 or 1. These are 
gi'andchildren of old Pei*cival Hall, who was a first settler 
of Sutton and who came from Medford. Near the before- 
mentioned monument is another, as follows : 

ESTHER. 

wife of 

Jacob Hall 

died Feb. 20. 

1814 aged 45 

years. 

The names whi(».h were most abundant in the vard were 
Daman, IJdal, Al)lx)t, Jones and Marsh. The following 
are a few of the epitaphs copied verlwitim : 

' "JOSEPH MARSH ESQ. 
was born Jan. 12, 1726, old style, 

at 

Lcttanon Connecticiitt & 

died, Feb. t>. ISIl, aged 85 years." 
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*' In Memory of Mrs. 

MARCY, widow to Eusign 

Joseph Marsh who 

died June 1. 1786 

In his 85th year ** 

•• DOROTHY MARSH, wife of Joseph 

Marsh Esq. was born April the 

9th 1732, at Norwich, Connecticutt 

and died 14. April 1810 

Aged 78 years." 

•* To the Memory of 

DANIEL MARSH ESQ. 

who died 

Dec. 11. 1829 

Aged 69." 

" DOROTHY wife of 

Capt. Abel Marsh 

was born 1. Oct. 1736 

at Stoneington. 

Connecticutt. 

& died Sept. 7. 

1813 
Aged 77 years." 

" In memory of MR. ROSWELL 

son to the 

Honourable JOSEPH 

MARSH of Hartford, 

& MRS. DOROTHY his 

wife, died 30 June 
1784. in her 22nd Year." 

•* In memory of 

LEVI DEMMAN 

who departed this life 

March 24. 1797 

In the 40th Year of his age." 

Joseph Marsh, first named, was for seveml years Lieut. 
Gov. of Venuont. lie distin<ruished himself in the (juar- 
rel with New York. 

In the evening I go with Mr. Putnam to a Mrs. Fosttu^'s, 
a widow lady, sister of »)ames Walcott of Southbridge, 
manufacturer. Iler fatiier was foniierly a physician in 
Charlton or Southbridge. Her huslmnd was a goldsmitii, 
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and moved to this place purely from fondness of its rich 
natural scenery. She was once distinguished for her 
poetry and occasionally furnished pieces for the Worcester 
papel*s. She is now about 50. Her daughter is very 
pretty and enteilained us very pleasantly by singing a 
great variety of songs. Her brother sang with her. She 
has been ac^costomed to good society & is now soon to 
become the wife of a retired merchant from Boston, 
living in this place. 

There are many persons in this town by the name of 
IJdal. They came from Lebanon, in Connecticut, or some- 
where in that vicinity. One of that name was clearing his 
land near Queechy village on the memorable 17th June, 
1775, and distinctly heard the discharge of artillery at the 
Battle of Bunker's Hill. The truth of this story is well 
authenticated. The distance from Boston, as the roads are 
travelled, is one hundred and nineteen miles. I have been 
told that the canon were distinctly heard at Templeton on 
the same day. There were many men in the battle from 
that town, and when the discharge of artillery was heard, 
the women and children gathered together in the several 
neighborhoods to afford each other such comfort and hope 
as they could, inasmuch as there was scarce a family in the 
place which had not sent one of its members to Cambridge. 
I have this from my father and othera who were then young, 
and who retain a distinct reccollection of the melancholly 
condition of our revolutionary mothers on that day. 

Friday, April 15. 

Wann and pleasant. I leave Mr. Putnam at Queechy, and 
I take passage in the stage to Woodstock, distant about six 
miles. The road is on the south bank of Queechy river, 
and passes through a most delightful country. I reach 
Woodstock about ten in the forenoon. This is a pleasant 
village. It is situated in a delightful valley surrounded 
with the most romantic scenery. There are valuable water 
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privileges near the village occupied by various kinds of 
machiuei^y. I saw a sign with the name of Hutchinson 
upon it, and concluding that the owner might be a descen- 
dant of the Rev. Aaron Hutchinson, formerly of Grafton, 
I enquired of an elderly man, whom I met in the street, 
what he knew in relation to Mr. Hutchinson's family. He 
^ve me the following account: Rev. Aaron Hutchinson, 
who was formerly a settled minister in Grafton, Mass., 
died in Pomfret, Vt., in Oct., 1800. He had several sons. 
The eldest was Aaron, who for some time taught a school 
in Worcester, afterward became a minister and finally left 
the desk for the bar and has for many years practised with 
eminent success as a lawyer in the town of Lebanon, 
N. H., where he now resides, and is about seventy years 
old. The next brother is Titus, who is now the Chief Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court of the State of Vermont. He 
was educated to the Bar and has, I believe, always resided 
at Woodstock. The next brother was Samuel William, 
who was a farmer, and moved some years ago to the state 
of Ohio, The next is Alexander. He has always lived at 
Woodstock, is a merchant and has been Post Master of the 
place for near twenty years. He has been recently reformed 
and a successor appointed. He is rich and is a bachellor. 
The person who gave me the above information made such 
short answers to my enquiries that I was more brief with 
him than I otherwise should have been had he treated me 
more civilly. I enquired afterwards who he was, and 
learned that he was the above named Alexander Hutchin- 
son himself. He is about sixty years old and, I am told, 
at intervals is very polite and at other times is a little other- 
wise. I conclude he saw something in my face or manners 
that did not suit him, and I readily forgive his apparent 
bluntness, for I have been placed in similar situations. 

This town was settled mainly from Middleboro in Mass., 
Pomfret, Conn., & some few families from Worcester. 
The gi-ave-yard has very few monuments in it that afford 
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intercHt to a Worcester County traveller. I found the 
following : 

*• ELIZABETH MOWER 

born 

at Worcester, Mass. 

Feb. 3. A. D. 1785 : 

died 

at WoodNtock 

April 19. 1814. 

Aged 29 years." 

•* Sacred 

To the memory of 

HENRY MOWER 

Born at Worcester, Mass. 

March 13, 1777 

Died March U, 1808." 

"SAMUEL CHANDLER 

Born 

at Worcester, Mass. 

Feb. 26. 1767. 

died 

In this Town Oct. 26. 1813. 

^t. 66." 

He was brother to the wife of the Revd. Dr. Aaron 
Bancroft of Worcester. Dr. Bancroft was one of his 
executors. He made a grand will, and disposed of his 
whole estate, which was estimated as very large, to his 
friends. He was a bachellor at the time of his death. 
His proi>erty, however, was barely sufficient to pay his 
** just debts and defmy funeral charges." He was a 
merchant.' 

After examining the gi*ave-yard, I went into the Clerk's 
offire of the County of Windsor to get some papers 
relating to Queechy. Benjamin Swan, Esq., is the Clerk'. 
He was born in Worcester. His father was William 
Swan, who was a native of Boston and moved from there 
to Marlboro' to get away from the Small Pox and thence to 
Woivester, where he died in 1774, aged 59. Benjamin 

1 Samuel Chandler was town treasurer of Worcester in 1796, and a director in the 
Worcester Bank in 18DI. He lived at the foot of what is now Pearl Street, and at 
one time had a farm on the east side of the town, including what Is now known as 
Chandler Hill. 
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was a clerk in Mr. Salisbury's store and came to Wood- 
stock in 1791, and went into business with Saml. Chandler 
as a merchant. He is now Trejisurer of the State of 
Vermont, to which office he has been elected almost with- 
out opposition thii*tv-one years successively. He has been 
clerk of all the C/Ourts for the County of Windsor for 
a>)ove twenty years and makes a more beautiful record thftn 
siny man I have ever seen. He enjoys a high reputation 
for honesty and probity, and is very much respected. 

There are many persons in Woodstock by the name of 
Warren. They came to this place from Leicester. Those 
of the name of Bryant, are from Tenipleton. Robert Bar- 
ker, the keeper of the public house, is from Billerica or 
Reding. He is an amusing })()dy and leaves nothing out 
of the way which may help make his customers comfort- 
al)le. The name of Dana came from Pomfret, Connecticut. 
I saw a tombstone in the shop of a lapidary, unfinished, 

intended for a Mrs. Dana, who was a daughter of 

(len. Israel Putnam of Wolf's Den memory. Old Parson 
Dana, the fii*st minister of Barre, was a native of Pomfret, 
and one of his sons is now Cashier of the Bank at Keenc. 

Saturday, April 16. 

It rains all day. I take the stage this morning to return 
Xa) Windsor. I go through Hartland and reach Windsor 
a))out ten A. M. We here meet Messrs. Emerson & 
Downer and conclude our negociations, and get ready to 
return to Sutton. I should have mentioned while in 
Woodstock that there is a Sutton man there by the name 
of Pierce. His name is David Pierce. He is a lawyer. 
His father was David Pierce, son of Ebenezer Pierce, l)orn 
at Sutton, Aug. 12, 1700. He moved from Sutton in the 
early part of his life and settled in the town of Barnard, 
Vt., near Woodstock, where he died Sept. 12, 1816. 
David, Jun., has a brother who is now a practising 
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physician in Weathersfield, Vt. David, Senr, was a Dea- 
con. Three of his brothel's were also Deacons, and all 
born in Sutton. The oldest was Ebenezer, born June i), 
1 745. He settled in Hensdale, Mass., and died in Marietta, 
Ohio. One of his sons, Enoch, is now a physician in 
Lanesboro, in good practice. John, another brother & 
Deacon, born April 20, 1754, now resides in Millbury. 
Aaron, another Deacon, also lives in Millbury, who was 
born April IB, 1762. Jonathan moved to Southboro and 
died there. 

I revisited the Windsor gmve-yard and remained there 
long enough to get wet to the skin, and abandoned copying 
inscriptions. The Jonathan Hall before named, being the 
one who brought up Gen. Forbes, was a brother of Willis 
Hall, who died at Hartford, near Quccchy village. He 
was born at Sutton, Oct. 21, 1757. Willis Hall was born 
May 29, 1747, and Jacob Hall, another brother, was bom 
Fc}>. 2, 1748/9. Jacob is now living in Hartford. The 
Rev. Nathaniel, the minister, settled at Granville, N. Y., 
was born April 9, 1764. He had a son who graduated at 
Yale College and afterwards studied law and is now settled 
somewhere in the state of New York. Josiah Hall, born 
Oct. 5, 1759, and also son of Willis, now resides in Sutton. 

There is a grandson, now living in Windsor, of the Rev. 
Dr. David Hall of Sutton. By occupation he is a cooi)cr. 

Sunday, April 17, 1831. 

It rains incessantly until noon. It fell in torrents during 
the night. We start for home this morning. We pass 
down on the Vermont side through Weathersfield and 
Springfield and there cross over the ferry into Cliarles- 
town. Just above the feny in Springfield resides a person 
by the name of Whipple, who is a native of Sutton. The 
river had risen above twelve feet. It is now ver>' high and 
the current (juite mpid. I could not stop at Cliarlestown to 
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look at the giuve-yarcl, and we passed on [to] Bellows Falls 
and crossed there into Rockingham, whore we remained 
over night. The falls present a very grand spectacle. The 
waters are much above the common level, and rush down 
the channel with tremendous violence. T cannot find anv- 
thing of interest in the burying-gi'ound. It is too new. 
The most common name is Burt, which, I Iwlieve, is of 
(Connecticut origin. 

Monday, April 18, 1831. 

Pleasant. We cross the bridge into Walpolo and pass 
up (yold river and so to the Surrey Turnpike. We i)ass 
through Surrey to Keene. Daniel Day, who keeps the 
public house a mile or two out of the street, is the son of 
John Day, who was born in Sutton, Jan. 12, 1749. This 
John Daj', the father of Daniel, was a native of Wren- 
tham, and was one of the early settlers of Sutton. He had 
a brother l)y the name of Daniel who came to Sutton aliout 
the same time. This Daniel had a son, Daniel, Jun., who 
was in the Anny at Roxbury and Cambridge in 1775 and 
was distinguished as a good marksman. He owned a large 
Pennsvlvania rifle and a Brittish officer comin<r within 
reach, tho' adjudged to be half a mile distant, he levelled 
his piece and shot him dead. He was wounded in the 
battle at the White Plains by a musket shot. The ball 
entered his wrist and went beneath the skin almost to the 
elbow joint. The ball was not taken out and he, failing 
to keep out of the water, took a violent cold and died of 
the lockjaw. A soldier from Sutton, who knew him, hap- 
pening to call at the house where he died an hour previous, 
recognised him, and with true soldier feeling dug his gmve 
and had his bodv as decently interred- as circumstances 
would pennit. He was buried by the roadside at Horse- 
neck and Capt. Josiah Hall, now living in Sutton, says he 
could point out the place of the gnive. Daniel Day, Jr., 
was born Nov. 16, 1755. His mother had three children 
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at one birth ; their names were Mo«es, Aaron and 
Miriam. 

I call on Hon. Levi Chamberlain, Attorney at I^w, in 
Fitzwilliam, and remain with him an hour or two. He was 
born in Worcester and is brother to (ren. Thomas Cham- 
l)erlain* of that town. He studied law in the office of Gov. 
Lincohi, and enjoys a high reputation as a lawyer and is 
grejitly esteemed as a citizen. He is a bachelor. Another 
brother of his, John C. Chamberlain, is eminent as a law- 
yer, and resides somewhere in New Hampshire. I call on 
Mr. Joel Hayden, who formerly lived near my father's in 
Templeton. His parents died when he was young, and he 
went to live, until he became nearly of age, with an uncle 
in the town of Oakham. I think his father was from 
Sutton. Dr. Patridgc, now in pi^actice here, was bom in 
Templeton. His father was Deacon Patridge of Temple- 
ton, who came from Walpole, in the county of Norfolk. 
Dr. Patridge first commenced pmctice in Princeton, where 
he remained for a season, and afte wards went into partner- 
ship with Dr. Charles W. Wilder of Templeton. This 
connexion was, after a few months, broken off, and he 
finally esta})lishod himself in Fitzwilliam. Dr. Wilder was 
born in Leominster and began practice in that place. He 
went to Templeton in 1819 and took the place of Dr. 
Josiah Howe, who retired to private life. Dr. Wilder sold 
out his estate and right to practice in Templeton to Dr. [J. 
W. D.] Osgood in 1828, and returned to Leominster and 
after a year or so removed to Fitchl)urg and is now in part- 
nership with a physician in that town. Dr. Osgood is the 
son of the Rev. Mr. [flonathan] Osgood, who wa^ formerly 
the minister of Grardner. He was the only physician as 
well as minister of that place for a great number of years. 
He made himself very useful and acquired an estate worth 
at his decease about forty thousand dollars. He learned 



1 Gen. Thomas Chamberlain was for seventeen years Crier of the Courts of Wor- 
cester County. 
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the trade of a tanner and worked at it until he was 21, 
and, I believe, after ; and was as apprentice in the same 
shop with Mr. Benjamin Read of Templeton, who died in 
the winter of 1821-2 and left an estate of about sixty 
thoiLsand dollars. Dr. Ebenezer Wright of Fitzwilliam, 
who died a few years ago, was, I believe, a native of 
Templeton. He was brother of Moses Wright, who died 
in 1828, I think, of Templeton. His father was from 
Westford in the county of Middlesex. 

19. In the evening I attend a party at Emory Wash- 
burn's, Esc}., in Worcester. This is his first party since 
he liegau keeping house. There are more people present 
than can conveniently be accommodated. M}' toes are 
trod upon, and I am suffocated with heat. The party, 
however, goes off very well. The Supreme Court is now 
sitting, and holdcn l)y Judge Putnam. 

20. I attend court in the forenoon and return to Sutton 
in Mr. Sil)loy's carriage. Reach lumie about one P. M. 

21. 8i)cnd the day in arranging papers in the office. 

"^"2, Study law. Make up my Vennont journal. Mr. 
Sibley returns from Wor(;ester. 

23. I write letters to W. Lincoln, Es(|., and make out 
a rule between myself and Timothy Johnson of Worcestt»r, 
submitting our affairs to the judgment of William Lincoln 
and Isaac Davis, Es<|uires. 

24. Spend the day in getting ready to go to Boston to 
meet Judge Emerson and Mr. Downer from Vermont. 

'lb. I leave mv trunk for the sta<i:e and set off on foot. 
Hon. Jonas Sibley, in company with Le Baron Putnam, 
Edward Clark and J. L. Freeman, all from Sutton, set out 
for Ohio. The stage overtakes me at Westboro. D' WH? 
M. Benedict accompanies. He is the paitner of Putnam. 
We rea(Ji Boston about 5 P. M., cNc put uj) at Doolittlc's, 
Brattle St. 
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I go to the Tremont Theatre and hear Mr. [Junius 
Brutus] Booth in the character of Sertorious, in the play 
of that nanie.^ The afterpiece was Wm. Thomson, and 
was received with great applause. It being Booth's benefit 
the house was well filled. Booth appears finely. 

The whole community is greatly astounded at the resig- 
nation of the present cabinet of President Jackson. No 
apology is attempted even by the friends of Jackson 
himself. 

I set out for Boston this morning to meet Mr. Downer 
and Emerson to conclude the arrangement proposed at 
Windsor, week before last, between them and Millbury 
Bank. Dr. William M. Benedict of Millbury accompanies 
me in the stage. He acts for himself and Le Baron Put- 
nam, who are to be partners with Downer and Emei'son at 
Queechy. 

Dr. Benedict's father was born at Salem in West Chester 
County, N. Y. He was gi'aduated at Princeton College, 
I believe, and settled as minister of Plainfield in Conn., 
where he died 1818 or thereabouts. He had a large family 
of children. One of the daughters maiTied the Rev. Dr. 
Nott, President of Schenectaday College ; another married 
Mr. Hunter of Philadelphia, an eminent lawyer of that 
city ; another . married a gentleman by the name of Brown 
(whose father was an Irishman), who now resides in the 
city of New York. He is very rich and belongs to a firm 
— Brown, Brothers & Company, who own extensive com- 
mercial establishments in New York, Philadelphia and 
Baltimore, and one in Liverpool. The father and sons 
are jointly interested, there being one in each store. Dr. 
Benedict has one or two brothers, who are settled in the 
western Country. He married a daughter of Dr. Bmman 
of Millbury. 

Joshua W. Leland of Gmfton informs me that his gi'cat 



I *' SertoriuH; or the Uouiau l*atriut,*' by David Faul Brown uf Philadelphia. 
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grandfather, James Leiand, was one of the nine families in 
Grafton before the purchase of the town of the Indians, in 
1729. James lived on the spot now owned by Joshua W. 
and had five sons, all of whom he settled on paits of his 
estate, near to his own house. One of his sons, by the 
name of Phinehas succeeded to the family mansion, which, 
at his decease, came into the hands of his son Phinehas, 
and, on the death of Phinehas, fell into the possession of 
his son, the present Joshua W. Leiand. The ancestor 
James Leiand was from Sherburne, I think. The place 
where he settled, the same where Joshua W, now lives, 
was formerly in Sutton. 

Thomas Harback, who now keeps the public house at 
Wilkinsonville, savs that his orrandfathcr was born in 
Alcester in England and came to this c'ountrv when he was 
twentv-one, and settled in Newtown. He there married 
and in the early beginnings of Sutton, removed with a 
pait of his family there. The name was formerly pro- 
nounced as tho' spelled Harbridge & in the early records 
of Sutton is written Ilarfta^e. 

We reach Boston about 5 in the afternoon, and put up at 
Doolittle's in Brattle Street, where we have vorv shabbv 
entertainment. We find Judge Emerson in the morning 
prostmte with the gout. lie intr()du.<?es me to his son-in- 
law, Mr. Morris, now a Lieutenant in the U. S. Navv. 
He is a native of Springfield in Vermont. His father is a 
wealthy fanner in that town, living in a beautiful place on 
the bank of the Connecticut. He is a nephew of (tov- 
erneur Morris, of New York. The Lieut, married a 
daught^M' of Judge Emerson of Windsor and is now about 
30 vears old. 

2(>. I travel al)()ut the city and call on several of my 
classmates. Dr. Thomj)son dines with me. He first settled 
at Kennel)unk, Me., and there married his wife, a daughter 
of the physician of that place. He removed to Boston in 
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1830 <& there began practice again. His parents live in 
Charlestown. Call on my classmates in college — DL Charles 
Choate, DL Mai-tin Gay, DL Fred. A. Sumner, DL Thorajv 
son — and tell our experiences, & in the evening go to the 
theatre and hear "Zembuca," a Turkish story, and am well 
entertained. 

27. Have infonnation that Mr. Downer has concluded 
to break off his Queechy negotiations and we determine to 
return back. Spend most of the day in the State House, 
and find that John Wampus, the Indian who formerly 
owned the town of Sutton, owned a house and land in 
Boston, and was the same land now covered by St. Paul's 
Church. 

28. Retum to Sutton. It rains all day. Roai*h J>ntt<)n 
about 5 P. M. Expenses are ten dollars. 

29. Attend to business of the office. 

30. Attend to office business. Cannot go to meeting. 

May, 1831. 

1. Sunday. 

2. Study the records of Sutton, and commence making 
a copy of the births from the first settlement, for my own 
use. 

3. Very pleasant. Continue making my copy. 

4. Am summoned to Worcester as a witness in the 
action of Rice & s vs. Sam. Whitnev of Westminster. 
Seth Holden of Barre comes after me, and I ride with him 
to Worcester, & take tea at Maj. John Davis'. 

5. Attend couit and he^ir a famous slander case, 
between DL AzorR. Phelps and DL William Workman, 
both of Shrewsbury. This is the 3rd trial and the verdict 
is given for DL Workman, who is the deft. DL Phelps 
was born in Sutton, April 30, 1798. His father is Azor 
Phelps, formerly of this town, but now of Shrewsbm'y. 
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6. Very ple&sant, and I walk back from Worcester to 
Sutton. Dine at Mr. Jabez Hull's of Millbury, and pass 
l)y the west side of Crooked Pond in my way homo ; and 
Mr. Stephen Stockweil gives me a large bundle of ohl 
papers relating to his ancestors, the substance of which 
may be found in my Itinerary. 

7. Pleasant. I proceed in making my copy of the 
records. 

8. Rains all day. I go to meeting in the forenoon, 
and hear the Rev. Mr. [Osgood] Hcrrick of Millbury. 

9. Cold. I go on with my copy. 

From the ninth to the 20th of the month I devote my 
whole time to collecting and gathering old papers and the 
like for a history of Sutton. The papers which I collect 
are mainly old letters, deeds and occasionally a deposition, 
and some of them are odd enouofh. I have l)etjun one 
labor which I fear I shall not live long enough to accom- 
plish ; it is to procure a history of each family that has 
lived in town, and the births and deaths of each, and 
where they have all gone to. I have already procured 
most of the name of Sibley and also the name of Chase. 
I am greatly indebted to Deacon Jonathan Ldand of i^ut- 
ton for assistance and also to the Hon. Jonas [L.] Sible3\ 

21. I take Le Baron Putnam's horse and Maj. Tenney's 
sulky and start for Windsor to attend the Circuit Court of 
U. S. for Vermont to take charge of the case of Millbury 
Bank vs. John Downer. Hon. John Davis gives me a 
letter to Hon. Horace Everett of Windsor. I reach Tem- 
pleton at sunset and stay with my father until Monday 
morning, when I take the stage and reach Keene about {\ 
P. M. The wife of Emory Washburn, Escj., is a passenger, 
being on her way to visit her parents at Walpole. Her 
father's name is Giles. I coj)v one-half of the epitaphs in 
Keene burvln<r-irround, bein<r those on the south side. 
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Spend the evening with the Hon. Levi Chamberlain. His 
father was Jacob Chamberlain, who was bom in Newtown 
and settled in Worcester. 

22. At 3 A. M. start in the stagfe for Windsor by way 
of Walpole and reach Windsor at one P. M. I am intro- 
duced to the Hon. Elijah Paine of Williamstown, District 
Judge of the Vt. Circuit Court of U. S. He was made Judge 
of this Court by the elder Adams. He is now past 75, ven- 
ei-able in his appearance, and a very pleasant old man and 
highly respectable as a Judge. The Court commenced its 
session on Saturday and rose tWs afternoon ! I take tea 
and spend the evening with Hon. Horace Everett. I never 
have been in any garden so delightful and beautiful as his. 
I have seen those which were larger and cost more. It is, 
I am informed, altogether the best in Vermont. His build- 
ings are built in good taste and advantageously situated 
near the bank of the river. I pass the evening very pleas- 
antly with him and his family. His wife's name was 
Leverett, of Windsor. He settled in Windsor as a lawyer 
in 1795. He is now a member of Congress and at the 
head of his profession as a lawyer. 

23. Copy epitaphs in the Windsor gitive-yard and all 
those in the yard in the north part of Cornish, N. IL, near 
Blow-mc-down River. Call on Harvey Chase, Es(i., of 
Cornish and s[)end the evening with Dr. Phelps of Wind- 
sor. Armnge Bank business with Judge Emerson. The 
action is continued to Oct. 3 next. 

24. Set out on foot to go to Charlcstown, N. 11. , & 
call on Solomon Wellnian, son of the first minister of what 
is now Milll)ury, Mass., and obtain a large and valuable 
bundle of old papers belonging to the old minister. Visit 
the Catholic Church in Claramont with Dr. Phelps of Wind- 
sor, and copy all the epitaphs in the grave-yanl there, and 
stay over night in the north part of Charlcstown, at Met- 
calf's tavern. 
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25. Walk into the Street and copy one hundred & 
fifty epitaphs there before noon. When I reached Charles- 
town, which was about 6 in the morning, I met with Mr. 
Sumner, an attorney in that town, and father of my class- 
mate, Dr. Frederick A. Sunmer of Boston, who related 
the following story : '' He had occasion to visit Claramont 
3'esterday and when opposite the grave-yard, near the 
Catholic Church, two or three men came out of a house 
and enquired of him if heknew what man that was who was 
so busy in examining the gi'ave-stones in the gi'ave-yard. 
Upon his saying that he did not, they then told him that 
they had l>een watching him nearly all the forenoon and 
were satisfied that his object was to disinter and carry off 
a dead body, and they had determined not to let him escape 
without a full knowledge of his errand. The weather l)eing 
exceedingly hot, the thermometer standing at 85, Mr. 
Sumner remonstrated with them upon the improbability 
of the truth of their suspicions, but they answered by 
saying that they knew more about him than he did, for he 
came there in company with Dr. Phelps of Windsor and 
pretended that he wanted to see Dr. Barber, the Priest of 
the Catholic Church ; but that thev believed such a story 
to be all a fudge and made up only to blind them." 

I was the person whom they saw in the yard, and recol- 
lected, when Mr. Sumner told me the story, of seeing him 
pass and of seeing the men come and stop him. I did not 
know then that I was the subject of their conversation. 

When Dr. Phelps & I encjuired for the Priest, a person 
by the name of Asa Dmper, whose father came from 
Spencer, came uj) and very i)olitely offered to introduce us 
to the Doctor, but from something which was said he was 
led to believe that we knew him and so he soon left us, 
saying that he concluded we were Catholic Priests. I then 
undeceived him as to that & introduced Dr. Phelps to him 
as a physician from Windsor. Ib^ then took me for a 
Doctor and from the fact that a dead body had been stolen 
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from Windsor a few weeks before, he could not explain 
my being in the grave-yard except upon the ground that I 
was there in pursuit of a dead body ! 

Dr. Jarvis of Claramont married a sister of the above 
Asa Draper, who was born in Spencer. Dr. Jarvis is 
cousin to Consul Jarvis of Weathersfield,.Vt. 

27. Reac^h Keene & there spend the night. 

28. Reai^h my father's in Templeton, and — 

29. return to Sutton. My exj)enses are eighteen 
Dollars. 

* 

Jime, 1831 . 

1. From the first to the 21st of June I do nothing but 
collect materials for mv historv of Sutton. I visited most 
of the old families and they obligingly gave me all their 
old letters, deeds, wills and the like, and I have now filled 
a large chest with them, which are indispensable to a cor- 
rect account of the town. I have also procured an account 
of several families with great minuteness ; to wit. Stock- 
well, Sibley, Rice, Dike and Morse. I first procure a- 
(»opy of births and then go to the most suitable person of 
the name and enquire out the life of each individual and 
write down the same as dictated from mv informer. In 
this wav I o:et much valuable information which otherwise 
might be lost. Many are now doctors, ministers or law- 
yers, of whom I should have known nothing had I not 
taken this course. I asceitain in this way, too, the new 
towns in other States which liavc been planted from Sutton 
and also the names of those who have att4iined to great 
age. 

The task at times is ver}' pleasant and entertaining, and 
then tedious and peri)lexing ; for I am obliged to sit patient 
and hear the whole of the Revolutionary war fought over 
inch by inch, and occasionally intersperse such praises and 
admiration of patriotic suffering as shall lead prattling old 
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agre into some untold danger. By this means I get much 
that othei'wise would be lost. 

I received a polite invitation from the Lodge of Masons 
at Leicester to deliver an address on the 24 inst. 

21. Mr. Mills carries me to Worcester to attend court 
and Mr. Sibley meets me there on Thursday, having come 
there from Boston. I leave Worcester on Friday and go 
to Tem|)leton in the stage. I remain with my father until 
Thursday, 7 July, when I return to Worcester. While 
at Templeton I fish and hunt daily, having purchased 
me an old gun of that class called " Queen Ann's," carry- 
ing ten balls to the pound, and having it new stocked, 
with a good lock, for which I paid six dollars. I procured 
it for hunting pigeons and it answered a good purpose. 
While at Templeton I copied all the epitaphs, being in all 
about 180, and all those in Athol, and Winchendon, and 
all in the yard by Royalston Factory. I collected a large 
num>)er of cases of longevity in Templeton, having found 
above 160 who had attained the age of 80 and upwards & 
two who had passed 100. I spend the time very pleasantly 
in visiting old places and bringing up old events, and with 
them a thousand recollections of days of childhood. I 
went to Templeton with the view of visiting Quebeck in 
company with my father, but the weather being extremely 
hot with almost daily rains, we concluded to postpone our 
journey to some other day. I read, for the 4th time, " Gill 
Bias."' 

July, 1831. 

7. I leave Templeton and go to Worcester in the stage, 
and in the evening find that I have lost my valise. 

8. I stay with my friend William Lincoln, and in the 
morning asceilain that my valise which has been lost con- 
tained my satchel, in which are many valuable papers. 
One note against Charles & David Wadsworth of Barre 
of three hundred dollars, dated Sep. 7, 1830, payable to 
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me or order in one year with interest ; one against C'apt. 
PJaily of Worcester, the stone cutter, of eighty-five dollars, 
dated some time in the summer, I think, of 1829 ; and two 
against Samuel Harrington of Worcester, one for seventy- 
five dollai's and one for twenty-five dollars, dated about the 
same time ; and one, I believe, of throe dollars, dated in 
1828 ; and all for lent money. One against N. & P. Dan- 
forth of Millbury for the sum of about thiity dollars, 
dated in June, 1830, I think. One against Varanus 
Walker of about twenty dollars, and one against Josei)h 
Lovell of between six and seven dollars, and one against 
Joseph Daniels of ten dollars ; one against Edward Clark 
of Sutton of 3 dols., one vs. Jonas [L.] Sibley 3 or 4 dols., 
])esidcs many others which I cannot remember. Besides 
there were many accounts running to me and several exe- 
cutions. There were some articles of clothing in the valise 
and my shaving apparatus. 

1). I spend the day in settling accounts with sundry 
individuals. 

10. I do not attend meeting; remain all day with Mr. 
Lincoln. 

11. Monday. I spend the forenoon in attending a 
reference between myself and Timothy Johnson as Admin- 
istrator on the estate of Nahum Johnson, his son. The 
Referees are William Lincoln, Esq., & Isaac Davis, Esq. 
They make up their award and we sign it. Nahum John- 
son was a creditor of David Dav & Ebenezer Grates in 
the sum of about 170 dollars, and to secure the claim 
attached Day's Right in Equity to redeem a ceitain faim in 
W. His attachment was lost and to get his debt it became 
neccssar}^ to purchase in the estate. He Avas a stmnger to 
th(» Sheriff and could get no one to be surety for the pay- 
ment of the prior attachments. I became his surety, 
reluctantly, and he soon after died. I was compelled to 
pay the note to the Sheriff, of about 780 dollars, and Tim- 
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othy conii)eHcHl me to hold the i)iirchased estate from Fel)., 
1830, to this time, and I was subjected to great trouble in 
looking after rents and profits, and the sul)]ect matter 
refeiTed was what I should be paid for my trouble in con- 
se<iuenee of elohnson's not having relieved me as surety. 
The referees allow me twenty dollars ! I impute no blame 
to Mr. Lincoln. 

12. I remain in Worcester all day to see >vhether mv 
lost valise will return with the Keenc stage. The driver 
can hear nothing from it. I send a letter to Col. Towns- 
ley to aid me in finding it, and write a letter to Charles 
Wadsworth of Barre, notifying him that his not-e to me 
has been lost and direct him not to pay it. 8i)end the 
evening at Gov. Lincoln's. 

13. I walk to Sutton by way of Gmfton and copy 100 
ei)itaphs in the Gmfton gmve-yard. I have never found 
any yard where so many instances of longevity occur. 
There are only two yards in town, one between the New 
England villa«:e and the meetinof-house, and the other near 
Uxl)ridge or Upton in the south part of the town. The 
former contains between 3 cfe 4 hundred monuments, 
while the latter has but few. There is what is called the 
Indian burying-ground, where the Hassanamisco Indians 
were interred, in which there are no monuments. This is a 
little way south of the old Baptist meeting-house, on the 
new road from Worcester to Providence. I reach Sutton 
about 8 P. M. 

14. I pay my (juartcr bill and settle all up to this day, 
July 14, 1831, being twenty-four dollars for board, &c., 
and five dollars and seventy-six cents for making shiits and 
hemming handkerchiefs. 

15 to 23. I read the last numbers of the North Ameri- 
can Review and American. Quarterly lievieWj and the 
"Antiquities of the Jews," by Jose|)hus. I read this last 
work that I may better understand the discoveries of 
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(/hanipollion, the ingenious expounder of the Egyptian 
Hieroglyphics, which are learnedly treated of in the 
American Quarterly. I prefer Josephus to the account 
given in the Scriptures. The language is better and events 
can l)e better remembered. His narrative everywhere 
abounds with good sense. On Saturday, 23, I walk to 
Worcester in the evening to make inquiry for my valise, 
lost on the 7. I stay at Worthington's [U. S. Hotel] over 
night. I walk genemlly from Sutton to Worcester in three 
hours, distance ten miles. I can learn nothing of my valise 
tho' the driver has l>een diligent in searching for it. I ac- 
cordingly advertise it in the Spy paper, and at the same time 
furnish a notice of Benjamin Shattuck, who died at Little 
Rock, in the territory of Arkansas, 29 of May last.* 

Hon. John Davis and William Lincoln are absent, having 
{rone to Boston. I walk back to Sutton on Sundav, and 
n>ach home about 3 P. M. 

25. I make the following wager with my partner, 

Jonas L. Sibley, Esq., to wit : I am to give him a good eight 

dollar hat if Andrew Jackson shall be reelected President 

of the United States, and if he shall not be reelected, he 

is to give me two good eight dollar hats, always provided 

that he, the said Jackson, shall be living at the time of 

election. 

Jonas L. Sibley, 

Attest: Sumner Cole. Chris. C. Baldwin. 



' Note by Mr. Baldwin :— 
Benjamin Shattuck, son of Dr. Benjamin Shattuck of Templeton, died at a place 
near Little Rock, in the territory of Arkansas, on the 29th of May, 1831, at the afre 
(»f flfty-four. He was grafluated at Harvard University 1797, and was a classmate 
and chum of Thomas O. Selfridf^e. On leaving College, he obtained the appoint- 
ment of midshipman in President Aflams' navy. He afterwards was captain in the 
mercantile service, and about 18 went to the Western country and, finally, settled 
u|K)n a small plantation in Arkansas, where he died. He never studietl any pro- 
fession, tho* was always esteemed as a person of more than ordinary mental powers. 
He was exceedingly indolent in his habits, and passionately fond of fishing and 
hunting. He was very large and corpulent, with pride or vanity, and very much 
regardetl and esteemed among his friends. He had made arrangements to visit 
Temple ton In the course of the summer. He was the oldest brother of Dr. George 
Cheync Shattuck, now an eminent ]»hysician in Boston. Dr. Josiah Howe of 
Templeton married his eldest sister. He never married. 

[The notice of Mr. Shattuck was in the Aiasa, JSpy of July 27, 1831.] 
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T spend all my time in (H)lle('tinf^ materials for my con- 
templated history of Sutton. I have now commenced 
collating the town records. I get over 5 years per day. 

There is now in Sutton an attempt at an awakening or 
revival on the subject of Religion. Religious meetings are 
hold almost daily. They are held at different parts of the 
town. On Sunday, 24, a pmyer meeting was held at the 
meetinff-house at sunrise. I understand that it was thinly 
attended, the numl>er not exceeding twenty. This effort 
at an awakening was first announced about the beginning 
of May. I believe that it makes l)ut slow progi-ess. I 
impute this to the intelligence of the people, who seem to 
be many years in advance of the (clergymen. Mr. Maltby, 
the present pastor, is full of zeal and is of the most rigid 
sect of the Calvinistic school. I heard him use this lan- 
guage in his pmyer, or something of similar impoil : "The 
whole human race are odious in thy si«:ht. Thou wantest 
power to punish them according to the enormity of their 
transgressions. Thou ail surrounded with saints, and 
angels shouting praises and hosannas, whose enjoyments 
and pleasure multiply as the volumes of smoke ascend from 
the pit of torture and increase with the tortures and agonies 
of the damned spirits in hell." The above contains the 
sentiment of the preacher and, nearly as I can recollect, his 
language. I have no doubt that he is honest in his feelings 
and acts from the purest motives. He will not suffer the 
singei's to meet for practice on Sunday, and his reason is 
that conscience will not suffer it. This is all the reason 
ijiven. I «:o to hear him onlv al)out once in B or 8 Sun- 
days. The people, I think, are very li])eral in their 
religious opinions. 

I have read during this month " Vermont State Papers," 
an exceedinoflv interesting collection of Revolutionary 
documents, arranged by William Slade, Jr. I have read 
also a small volume entitled "Moml Philosophy," [Phys- 
iology] bv Robert Dale Owen. 

10 
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August^ 1831. 

1. This is my birthday, I am not sensible that I 
grow old, but feel that as I advance in age da^^s and years 
pass away more quickly than formerly. 

2. I go fishing with Dr. D. S. C. H. Smith upon Single- 
tary Pond. We take about an hundred and fifty fish, being 
mostly perch, bream and pout. They are caught as fast 
as the hook can be baited. They are prodigiously abun- 
dant. They are small, but taste very well when well 
cooked. I have been several times of late with Dr. Smith 
and have taken about a peck basket full each time. There 
are large pickerel in the pond, but are difficult to be caught 
from the great plenty of small fry which furnish them 
abundant food. 

3. * I continue transcribing the town records. 

4. William Lincoln, Esq., and T[imothy] W. Bancroft 
call on me from Worcester. I give them a dinner at our 
Sutton Tremont^ kept by Joseph Whiting, an old bachelor 
of 77, and they invite mc to ride with them to Worcester. 
I go accordingly, and remain there until Saturday, when I 
return on foot. 1 call on many families in Worcester and 
spend my time very pleasantly. I get a snuff box for my 
father. It is a South Sea shell, with a silver top ; very 
pretty. I give five dollars for it. Boyden & Fenno 
make it. 

5. I spend the day in collating the town records, and 
this is now my principal business. 

Very great efforts are now making in town to get up a 
religious excitement. Prayer meetings, enquiring meet- 
ings, conferences and the whole apparatus of fanatics and 
enthusiasts are held in different parts of the town dail}'. 

12. Friday morning the bell rang at sunrise for a 
prayer meeting at the meeting-house. About twenty 
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attende>d. This continued till seven o'clock. The mot- 
hers of the Church then had what they call closet devotions, 
eai^h having pmyor in his own house from seven till ten. 
At half-past ten, public exercises were held in the 
niceting-house and lasted till noon. At two o'clock, exer- 
cises were resumed and continued most of the afternoon. 
A meeting was again held in the evening in the vestr}' of 
the church. The number attending appeared very small, 
and little interest apparently felt out of the circle of 
Church members. 

18. Saturday, at sunrise, "was ushered in," as 4th of 
July folk say, with the " ringing of the bell " and public 
prayer until seven ; andthen, as if to insult the goodness 
of God, the day was observed as a day of fasting, humilia- 
tion and prayer. Religious exercises were held forenoon 
and afternoon in the meeting-house, and with a prayer 
meeting in the evening at the centre school-house. The 
Baptist minister from the Street united with Mr. Maltby 
in carrying on the exercises of the day. The fast was 
appointed, I suppose, with the view of preparing for the 
four days' meeting which is to take place in this town 
next week. It could not have been for any other end. 
For the oldest inhat>itants have never witness [ed] a season 
of more universal plenty of all the products of the earth, 
and it is a time of uncomn^on health ; and the inhabitants 
of Sutton are as devout as their neighbors and, I believe, 
are as little addicted to vice, and I am fully confident that 
liberal sentiments on the subject of religion prevail hero 
more generally than in either of the adjoining towns. 

14. Bell rang at sunrise for public prayers and a great 
number of religious meetings were held in different parts 
of the town. I have not attended any of them. I do not 
believe in the doctrine they preach, and they call me such 
hard names when I do venture to hear their preaching that 
I think it improper to go near them. 
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15. Bell mug at sunrise, as usual, and meetings were 
held in the afternoon in the church and in the vestry in 
the evening. The thermometer stands today at eighty-six 
and is intolerably hot. Many are alarmed at the appearance 
of the sun. It is of such a pale whiteness that it can be 
looked upon as easily as the moon. What connection it 
can have with the religious transactions going on I cannot 
tell. It first appeared so on Saturday. 

10. Bell rang at sunrise and the whole day is spent in 
preaching. This is the first of the meetings of the Four 
Days, The bell rang at nine A. M. for public prayers, 
and at ten it rang again for public exercises, when a ser- 
mon was preached and addresses from various clergymen. 
There were 12 ministei*8 present. At half-p&st 1, prayers 
were again offered up, and 2, a sermon was preached and 
several addresses. At half-past 7, the bell rang for evening 
exercises. 

17. Bell rang at sunrise for public prayers and at 8 for 
prayers again, and at ten exercises commenced as yester- 
day. The number of i)eople present yesterday was 
inconsiderable ; today it was much larger, and the after- 
noon was disposed of as yesterday. 

18. Bell rang at sunrise and the same proceedings had 
>is yesterday. The crowd was very gi'eat and a few women 
and children are made to weep. 

19. The bell rang at sunrise, at 8, then at 9, at 10, at } 
past one, at 2 and at 7. There were above twenty clergy- 
men present. They were from the adjoining towns, and 
the preaching was incessant from sunrise till 10 in the 
evening. These two last days the meeting was as full as 
it could be. Many old people say they have never seen 
so many persons collected in Sutton on any occasion. 

20. Bell rang at sunrise for public prayers. The 
town looks like a day after muster. I have done nothing 
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for eight days but read Butler's "Reminiscences" and 
Hoyt's [Antiquarian] "Researches." I have attended no 
meetings. 

21. Those who have been present at the evening and 
day meetings represent them as being of the most violent 
character; violent from the tone of the language of the 
preachers and the effect i)roduced upon the younger part 
of the hearers. Their manner is to select one of the most 
fluent speakers and when he has produced an excitement 
upon his audience, he stops, and another calls upon all 
those "who wish to fall into the arms of Jesus" (I use 
their language) to stand up. When this demand is made 
and no one moves, the preacher admonishes them of the 
terrible conseciuence of being refmctory, and tells them 
that " Christ is readv, the saints are re^dv and that God 
Almighty is the witness of their doings." This produces 
the desired effect, and man v of the women and children 
are frightened upon their feet. As soon as they are thus 
risen from their seats, they are requested to accompany 
the members of the Church into the vestry, or an apartment 
separate from the public meeting, and they are further 
dealt with when there, in such manner as to secure them 
from falling from a state of hope. 

This plan or method is repeattni from time to time to 
produce the desired effect. It was, in the meeting referred 
to, done seveml times. As I was not present at an}' of 
the meetings, I cannot tell how often it was repeated. I 
dare not insert here the language, which, I am told of from 
good authority, the preachers made use of. But it was of 
the most bold and unauthorized stamp. It wjis very much 
like that employed at Camp-meetings by the Methodists 
and the whole proceedings were of a similar character. 

The whole number " who have obtained a hope " is 
variously estimated from seventy to an hundred. These 
are genemlly women and children. Many of the age of 
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ten and twelve of both sexes are included in this number. 
And I cannot believe, from what I have heard of the 
meetings, that they have been operated upon in any other 
wav than throuafh their fears. Adults could hardlv sit 
unmoved under the frightful denunciations of the preach- 
ers. And it is highly creditable to the children that they 
should l)e found weeping under such severe threats and 
reproaches, for to remain silent and unmoved would indi- 
cate insensibility at least. 

Numerous religious meetings were held during the month. 

23. George T. Rice, William Lincoln, Esq., and Henry 
K. Newcomb, of Worcester, came over in a carriage and 
carried me to Ilopkinton Springs ;* we arrived there about 
one in the afternoon and rolled nine pins until tea time. 
We met there William M. Towne, Esq., & Thornton A. 
Merrick, from Worcester, and we had an exceedingly 
luerry time. At 6, we started for Worcester and had the 
bad luck to break one of the springs of our carriage, a 
shoit distance from Brigham's in Westboro. We stopped 
there to repair and a severe shower cunie up Avhich deter- 
mined us to remain all night. We ate fruit and drank 
wine till 11, when we retired. 

24. We aiTived in Worcester about 8 A. M. I dined 
with G. T. Rice, and then he carried mo to Millburv w-here 
we found my partner, Mr. Sibley, in company with Jubal 
Harrinfrton and James Estabrook of Worcester and wo 
spent the afternoon in rolling \) pins ! This wound up the 
second day of dissipation. I have enjoyed every moment 
of the time. Five of us, Rice, Newcomb, Towne, Merrick 
and myself had boarded together in the hospitable house 
of Mrs. Blake (widow of tlie late Hon. Fi'jincis Blake), and 
our meeting brought to memory many very pleasant as well 
as ridic'ulous scenes in which we had been en^faffed.* 

^The mineral Rpriu^i: in Hopkintcm was at the time thin Diar>' wan written, a 
fashionable phu^e of resort, a larjre hotel l>ein^ located there. 

=« Mrs. HIake's house was on Maple Street, near the present location of the Classi- 
cal Hi|j:h School builUiug. 
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25, I spend the remainder of the week in collating the 
Town Record. I read the memoirs of Sam. Foote and 
Cicero's Letters to his son. 

September y 1831. 

1. I am at Worcester attending coui*t. This is the 3rd 
day of a Four Day meeting, held in the old South Meeting 
house in Worcester. A Four Day meeting was held in 
Ward* last, and next week there is to be one in Millburv. 
This day assemble in State Convention the Jackson party 
to nominate a candidate for Gov. It is rather a misemble 
concern and is composed of such as want office and the 
disaffected of all parties. I dine at Hon. John Davis'. 

2. I attend court. There are only one hundred and six- 
ty-three new entries ! A bad state of things for lawyers. 
Like everybody else, however, we hope for better times. 
I dine at Mr. Davis' and take tea at Dr. Bancroft's. 

3. I dine at Cliarles Allen's, Esq.,^ in company with his 
brother, the liev. George Allen of Shrewsbury. After 
dinner, he brings me t-o Millbury and we spend the balan(*e 
of the day in rolling nine pins. I beat him soundly — and 
reach Sutton at sun-down. 

4. I attend meeting today at Rev. Mr. [D. Le Baron] 
Goodwin's Church at Wilkinson ville. This is Episcopalian. 
Mr. Goodwin is the present Rector. This is the first time 
I was ever in an Episcopal C-hurch and 1 made a very sorry 
figure in getting along with the ceremonial part of devotion. 
The preaching was very well. 

5. I carried Susan and fJoamia Sibley, daughters of my 
]>artner, to Worcestcn- and left them there to attend Mrs. 
Wells' school. Thev board at Col. Sam. Ward's. 

6. I go a hunting and kill 9 grey woodpeckei's. 



*The name waa (rhaiig^ed to Auburn iu 1K37 because of ccuifuMioii with Ware. 
'Hon. Charlea Allen resided at the corner of Main and Fark Streets. 
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7. I go a bunting and kill (> pigeons and .spend the 
whole day in the business. 

8. I go to Worcester for Capt, Simeon Woodbury to 
get some money from the old Bank to take up a note at 
the new Bank and one also at Millbury Bank. I get 
measured for a new coat at Brown's and for a vest, and 
settle with Thornton A. Merrick & pass receipts in full. 

\). Augustus W. Roberts, Esq., only son of Amasa 
Robeii:^, Es(i., of Millbury dies this day of a fit. He was 
graduated at Providence College and was born in Sutton, 
Aug. 28, 1799. His middle name was We)lington. He 
was foiTOerly a paitner with Franklin Dexter, Esq., in 
Boston, as an attorney. Mr. Sibley goes to Vennont. 

10. I spend the day in reading Unitarian ti'acts sent 
me by the Rev. Mr. Alex. Young of Boston. 

11. The wife of the Rev. David Holman of Doug- 
las, commits suicide, by hanging herself, while the family 

are at meeting. Her maiden name was Adams from 

Northbridge. She hung herself on Friday 9th, I since 
leani, and while he was attending a 4 day meeting at 
Millbury. 

12. I spend the whole week in collecting and arranging 
accounts of the early settlers of Sutton. Most of my 
information is from aged people of the third generation 
from the settlers who came into town between 1720 & 
thirty. I also complete the collection and transcription 
in alphabetical order of all the epitaphs in Sutton and 
Millbury. 

15. This day dies the venerable Nathaniel Stockwell, 
in his 91st year. He was the son of Nathaniel, who was 
the son of John, who came from Ipswich in 1717 and 
settled in the Eight lots. 1 have obtained much informa- 
tion from him, and now that he is dead I think of much 
that 1 should have cn(|uired about. 
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17. This day is observed by the Church in this plaice as 
a day of humiliation, f&sting and prayer, but for [what] 
])aiticular object I am unable to learn ; but I conclude it to 
be to fit and prepare for a three days' meetings, which I am 
informed is to be held in this place next week. 

18. I spend the day in reading publications of the 
American Unitarian Association and the Mvtftionart/ 
Herald. I have, during the last 3'^ear, read most of the 
leading orthodox periodicals. I do this that I may under- 
stand subjects in controversy between the two great 
contending religious parties, which now divide and, to a 
certain extent, distract the community. It is to be 
regi'etted very much that our foreign missionaries do so 
little for the cause of science and general information in 
relation to the various subjects of interest which present 
themselves where thev are stationed. There are some 
exceptions, & I would mention those stationed in the 
islands of the Pacific Ocean. 

19 & 20. I spend both days in collecting my mate- 
rials for my account of Sutton. 

21. I walk to Worcester, dine at Judge Paine's and 
take tea at Hon. J. Davis' and spend the evening at 
Govenior Lincoln's tjilking about [)olitics, and he reads me 
his letter to the Antimasonic Committee of Boston on th(^ 
subject of Antimasonry. 

22. I spend the day in the Anti<|uarian Library, read- 
ing the Boston N^ews Letter, and return in the afternoon 
with Dr. Alexander L. B. Monroe to Sutton. 

23. I should have mentioned that on Mondaj^ 19, I 
went to Douglas to obtain information in relation to the 
family of Samuel Dudley, Escj., and I find that he died in 
May, 177'), aged one hundred and five years. He had 
twenty-one children. 1 reiid the life of the Rev. Samuel 
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John Mills, son of Rev. S. J. Mills of Toiringford, Ct., 
who is brother of the late Rev. Edmund Mills of Sutton. 

24. I read the American Quarterly Review. 

25. I attend meeting in the forenoon and hear Mr. 
Mai thy. 

2(>. I spend the whole week in collecting accounts of 
the historv of families. 

28. Rev. Nathaniel Emmons, D.D., of Franklin, was 
this dav married to the widow Abisfail Mills of Sutton. 
He was born May 1, 1745, at Hebron, Ct., and is now in 
his eighty-seventh year. His dress was anti(]ue enough, 
having on a cocked hat, silk satin breeches, with large 
silver knee & shoe buckles, silk vest, made after the 
fashion of olden time, with a kind of flap and cut off at 
the comers, and a single-breasted coat, with straight collar 
and large buttons. His appearance was very comely and 
imposing. His head is bald, completely so above the ears, 
and of the best shape. What hair is left upon his head is 
perfectly white. He is yet unbroken, and active as men 
ordinarily are at 75. Mrs. Mills was. the widow of the 
Rev. Edmund Mills, formerlj'^ minister of Sutton, She 
was born at Mansfield, Ct., Oct. 14, 17(54, and is sister of 
the Rev. Dr. Zephania[h] Swift Moore, former President 
of Williamstown College. She is an excellent old lady. 

Dr. Alexander Le Baron Monroe, son of Dr. Stephen 
Monroe, this dav left Sutton to establish himself as a 
doctor in Medway, Mass. 

October, 1831. 

1. Collecting familv histories. 

2. Attend meeting half the day. 

3. (xct ready for court. 

4. Go to Worcester with Mr. Sil)lev. This dav is 

• .- 

celebrated there in commemoi'ation of the close of one 
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hundred years from the incoiporation of the county & 
organization of its courts. Hon. John Davis delivers the 
address, which was two hours and an half long. Rev. Aaron 
Bancroft, D.D., makes the first prayer. Rev. George 
Allen of Shrewsbury makes the last one. Rev. Mr. 
[Rodney A.] Miller reads from the Scriptures. The Boston 
Cadets are present and pei'form escoit duties, and our little 
Historical Society is greatly honored.* The Cadets visit 
town to pay their respects to Gov. Lincoln. They break- 
fast with him this morning. Their dress is white broad- 
cloth, trimmed with gold lace. Elach uniform cost ninety 
<lollars. One-half of the crown of their caps is black and 
the upper half red. The plume is placed in the centre of 
the top of the cap, made of beautiful white feathers and so 
large &s almost to cover the top of the cap. The caps have 
no brim except in front and are of a most prodigious 
height,'* and in the shape of a bell, muzzle up. Their 
appearance is very splendid and magnificent. The band 
of musicl^ accompanying them consists of twenty-four 
distinguished musicians. They perform delightfull}'. 
They play in the meeting-house before and after prayer, 
and Emery Perry, leader of the singing in Dr. Bancroft's 
Society and the most distinguished singing master in the 
county, sings the "Pilgrim Hymn," wiitten by Mrs. 
Hemans. Adjutant-General William H. Sumner from 
Boston and three of the aids-de-cainp of Gov. Lincoln, as 
also Major-Gen. Nathan Heard of Worcester, with his aids, 
Thomas Kinnieutt of Worcester and William Pratt, £s(|s., 
of Shrewsbury; all in full uniform. Thcj' sit directly 
under the pulpit, facing the audience, and make a bold 
appearance. The aids of the Gov. are Col. Josiah Quincy, 
son of the President of Harvard College, Pliny Merrick 
and Emory Washbuni, Esqs., of Worcester. Gov. Lincoln 



*The Worcenter County HiMtoricitl Society, incor]>oratecl in 1831» for the )uirpofte 
of ** rreservinK materials fur a complete and minute hi»tor}' of Worcester County." 
Hon. John Da via was its first president. 
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is in a citizen's dress. The Judges of the S. J. Couit are 
all present, who have adjourned their sitting to join in the 
festivities of the day. The Worcester Light Infantry and 
Rifle Corps assist the Cadets in the escort duties. The 
procession refoi*med on leaving the meeting-house : the 
band first, then the Cadets, then the Worcester companies, 
then his Excellencv Gov. Lincoln with his aids, and 
Gen. Heard with his aids, the Adjutant-Gen^ then the 
committee of arrangements, being eight of us ; then the 
author of the address and the three ministers, then the 
judges and then the ignobile vulgus. In this way the 
procession returned to the tavern of Jones Estabrooks 
[Centml Hotel] and went to dinner, and there we had a 
most glorious time. A gmnd enteilainment is given in 
the evening by Gov. Lincoln. 

5. Attend court, and in the evening, at a meeting of the 
Historical Society, am chosen to make a report of all the 
proceedings of [the] 4th, which report, with a bottle of 
wine and other appropriate articles, are to }>e enclosed in a 
tight and safe box, made for the purpose, and committed 
to the care of the Antiquarian Society, and there remain 
unopened until the end of one hundred years, when they 
are to be brought forth and examined.^ 

6. Attend court, and in the evening go to a party at 
Maj. Simeon Burt's, and wind up with a dance. 

7. Attend court. 

8. Return to Sutton on foot. I get an entire new suit 
of clothes — coat $20, pantaloons $7.75, and silk vest $3.75 ; 
have them of William & Alliert Brown of Worcester, and 
resolve to be more economical for the future. 

9. It mins almost incessantly for three days, & I 
read last numl)er of American Revie^c and compare the 

^ The l>ottle of wine iH in the ]K>HHeHMion of the Antiquarian Sot^iety, but there i8 
no record of the l>ox having l»een depoeited ; neither Dr. Haven, the late librarian, 
or Mr. Barton, the present one, have been abl« to g«t aay trace of it. 
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article there upon the subject of Indian biogmphy with 
my account of Ma8.s&soit, the Wompanoag Sachem, which 
was pubHshed in the " Worcester C!ounty Magazine and 
Historical Journal," which was edited & pu1)Ii8hed jointly 
bv William Lincoln and myself in 1825 & 6. I read the 
"History of Lynn," by Alonzo Lewis, Es(|., a copy of 
which he gives me. I like it. I receive a letter fnmi Cady 
cSc Doolittle that my valise is in their tavern at Burlington, 
Vt., having l)een carricnl there from Worcester by mistake 
in Julv 7 last. 

I devote my whole time until the 20 in collecting my 
materials for history of Sutton & then go to Boston. The 
cattle show^ at Worcester was on 20. I went to Boston to 
be present at the annual meeting of th(» American Anti- 
(]uarian Society, which is to be on the 24th, the 23rd 
falling on Sunday. I copy a few epitaphs in Hopkinton 
and reach Boston about 3 P. M. I go to the theatre and 
the next day walk to Maiden to examine the town records 
there, to find my ancestors. I find many of the name have 
l>een born and died there, but nothing ceilain appears that 
they were my ancestors. T copj^ all of the name of Baldwin 
from the record. I examined the Charlestown records for 
the same purpose but found nothing. Return to Boston 
and attend the theatre. I visit the next day the old 
burial-ground on C^opp's Hill and copy about ()0 of the 
epitaphs. Among the rest, I lookt particularly at the 
tomb of the Mathers. This family should have a monu- 
ment as high and splendid as that which it is proposed to 
place upon Bunkers Hill. Sunday, which is the next day, 
I spend in reading and visiting burial-grounds. I could 
find no one to go to meeting with, and so I spend the day 
with as little sin as I could. William Lincoln, Ksq., and 
Hon. John Davis come down from Wori^ester in the 
evening. We are all at the Tremont. 

24. 1 am in Boston, at the Tremont, in company with 
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Hon. John Davi.s, William Lincoln, Isaac Goodwin, Samuel 
M. Biirnside, Esqs., all of Worcester. This day is the 
annual meeting of the American Antiquarian Society, which 
is the occasion of our beincr in Boston. The Society met 
at the Exchange Coffee House.* The following gentlemen 
were present : Rev. Aaron Bancroft, His Excellency Levi 
Lincoln, His Hon. Lieut. -Gov. Thomas L. Winthrop, Rev. 
Abiel Holmes, D.D., Rev. Charles Lowell, Rev. Thad- 
[d]eus M. Harris, Rev. W^ Jenks, Hon. Benjamin Russell, 
Hon. James C. Merrill, Hon. John Davis of Worcester, 
James Bowdoin, Esq., Joseph Willard, Escj., of Boston, 
William Lincoln, Isaac Goodwin, Samuel M. Burnside, 
Es(i., Pliny Merrick, Escj., of Worcester, Hon. Edward D. 

Bangs, Mr.[EbenezerT.] Andrews and Mr. of Boston. 

The meeting was very ])leasant, and an entire revolution 
was proposed and earned rnto execution, tho' not without 
manifest opposition from Col. Merrick. At 5 the Society 
adjourned to 7, and in the interim partook of a magnificent 
dinner from His Honor Lieut.-Gov. Winthrop. Hon. 
Edward Everett and Rev. Dr. Parkman of Boston were 
present, who were also present at the meeting. The meet- 
ing resumed its sitting after dinner, and at about 8 in the 
evening dissolved. I then went to the theatre and saw 
Miss Clara Fisher.* She is delightful ! She looks well, 
acts well, and is, in truth, a most interesting lady. I 
never have seen any female, off or on the stage, whose 
appeamnce gave me so much pleasure. Gall and Spui*z- 
heim would swear her head was cast under the direction of 
a committee of taste chosen at the court of beauty. She 
is not, after all, so handsome ; but she looks well, and has 
decidedly the best-shaped head that I have ever seen upon 
the shoulders of a female. She is mther short, tho' not too 



1 The Kx<;liange CofTee If oiise was in Congress Square. 

-On the occasion of Mr. Baldwin's visit to the Tremont Theatre, Miss Fisher 
appeared as Rosalind, in •• As You Like It," and as Kate O'Brien, in »» Perfection, or 
The Maid of Munster." Clara Fisher ( Maeder ), dfed November 12, 1898, aged 87 yrs. 
6m8. 
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much 8o, and i^) ju»t fat enough to look delicious. She 
looks as tho' she might be about 20, yet is about 26 or 7. 

25. I called upon Joseph Willard in the morning and in- 
vited him in company with Isaac Goodwin to accompany me 
to visit the house occupied by Increase, Cotton and Sam. 
Mather to see if there might not be found some of his 
])apei*s in the garret. I found the house which I supposed 
to be the one they occupied and I knocked at the door and 
a fat lady came out and upon my telling her that I came 
out of respect to the memory of the ancient occupants and 
wished to visit her garret to see the famous study and 
to search for old papers, she told me that had I made such 
a reijuest the week before she should not have known what 
answer to have returned to ray inquiry, but her husband 
onW the day before while in the gaiTct, dropped a piece 
of money which slipped through under the floor and when 
he raised a board to obtain it, he found the ceiling was 
completely filled with old papers which nobody could read ; 
and added they can be of no use to you, for you cannot 
read a word of them ! ! I insisted upon going into the 
garret, but she refused outright, and persisted in it to the 
last. She finally agreed that her husband should gather up 
all the papers and I might have them in welcome, and 
again added, "But I tell you you can't read a bit of 'em." 
They were boxed up and sent to the oflice of Jo. Willard, 
Esq. I never have gone away from any house so reluct- 
antly as I did from that. How much, how very much it 
is to be regretted that our Boston Anti(}uaries will not 
rescue such invaluable gems from destruction ! Many 
old houses in the city are full of such treasures. They 
are perishing daily. The Rev. Dr. Harris of Dorchester 
told me that about thirty years ago, he went into this 
same garret and that at that time, there were man}' 
camels' loads of old papers. He brought away some 
few papers from the great mass that lay heaped together 
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there, and had never l)een there smee I I intended to 
have visited the Hut<?hinson house, hut other business, 
necessary to be tmnsaeted before leaving town, compelled 
ine to postpone the pleasure to some future visit to the city. 

26. William Lincoln, Es(i., carries me to Worcester. 
We stop at the College Library and remain there till 
noon and then go over to Brighton and call on the Hon. 
Mr. [Jonathan] Winship, a distinguished gardener. He is 
a pleasant, hospitable old bachelor. We go thence and 
call on Mr. [John] Kenrick, another gardener. He is now 
78 and is prodigiously corpulent. He lives in Newton. 
We go to Dedham to dinner and I copy a few e[)ita})hs 
and tjo thence to Fi*aminorham and reach Worcester about 
1 1 o'clock in the evening. 

27. I remain in Worcester until Saturday morning, 
visiting and idling away my time. T am a candidate for 
Libmrian of the Antiquarian Society and am anxious lest 
I be outwitted and another get the place. And my friends 
desire me to stay on that account that I may reconcile some 
of my opposers. 

November^ 1831. 

1. I busied myself in tmnscribing the Diary of the 
Rev. David Hall of Sutton. Joseph Hall, his son, now 
HO, gave me the whole Diary. ^ It contains many facts 
interesting and of value in compiling the history of the 
Town. He was learned and highly popular as a preac^her 
in his time. I found much fault with it at first, because it 
was not more particular, but I find on looking back into 
mv own diarv, T am very much in the same fault and even 
more so than he. . I hope hereafter to cure myself of that 

difficulty. 

Dece'inber^ 1831. 

8. Settled this day with J. L. S. and adjusted all our 
copartnership concerns. He agreed to give me 300 Dolls. 

^ Now in the Massachusetts Historical Society's Collection. 
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for my nerviccs beyond what I had rec"*, and paid nie in two 
notes of 150 each. We amicably adjust all our business 
and separate without havinjr any occasion to distrust each 
other. He [)avs all the copartnership debts and dischargees 
from all and every liability connected with or growing out 
of the affairs of the office. 

4. In the evening I returned to Worcester, bid- 
ding adieu to S. where I have lived a year in a pleasant 
and agreeable mannei*. This day was int<3rred the 
remains of Mrs. Sarah Woodburv, who was the wife of 
Caj)t. Simeon W., son of Col. Jonathan W., son of l)ea. 
Benjamin W. She was the d. of Caleb Chase and sister 
of Nehemiah Chase. I was carried to Worcester by 
Edmund John Mills, Deput}' Sheriff, son of Kev. Edmund 
Mills, fonner minister of Sutton. I should mention here 
that the Rev. Mr. Goodwin, of the Church at Wilkinson- 
ville, attended the funeral of Mrs. Woodbury, altho' she 
was a member of Rev. Mr. Maltbv's Church. Mr. Wood- 
burv had become dissatisfied with Mr. M. on account of 
the four days' meetings and of certain sentiments promul- 
gated from the pulpit on the observance of the Sabbath. 
It began snowing in the afternoon and fell plentiful Ij- 
during the night. On our way to Worcester, we met 
Jenks Brown who had been to Woodstock in Vt. and had 
brought back my valise. All the papers were safe, nothing 
having been taken out save a few articles of dress. 

5. I continue in the house all day, being sick of a cold, 
and read Hardie's " Account of the Citj' of New York." 
It is rather a poor concern. Dine at Maj. Newton's. 

rt. I continue within doors and read newspapers. 

7. I attend couit, being first day of Dei!. Tenn of C'. 
C. P. and get ready to depail for Templeton to see my 
father. Mr. Sibley pays me 50 Dolls, which I endorse 
upon one of my notes. Got a new vest — woollen. 

8. Leave at 6 A. M. for Templeton and reach there 

11 
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about noon. The snow eHtimatcd to be 2 feet on a level 
and not much drifted. John Field, a mulatto, and native of 
Worcester, is a passenger. He practices ventrilo()uisin 
and is now on his way to Vt. for that purpose. He has 
with him his fiddle and I persuade him to pull it from his 
bag and scrape away, which he does after much solicita- 
tion, and he fiddles all the way to Templeton gi'eatly to my 
edification. Find my friends all well. 

9. The weather from the 8 to Dec. 23 was every day 
extremely cold. All old men agree that they have [never] 
known such severe continued weather during Dec. The 
Theiinometer was near all the time, and the sleighing 
delightful. I rode out almost daily with my father. 
Sometimes to visit our neighbors and cousins and some- 
times on business. Once we went to Royalston and at 
another time we went to Gardner, Ashbuniham, Rindge, 
Fitzwilliam and through Winchendon home. I purchase 
me flannel for the first time and put it on thinking thereb}' 
tH) cure my cold, but to no purpose. On the 22, a mem- 
omble day, I put on much warm clothing and go a hunting 
with the view of creating a pei'spiration, which is effectual, 
all other remedies having failed. 

While at Templeton and confined much of the time to 
the house bv the severe cold with which 1 was afilicted, I 
employed myself in recording accounts of the early settle- 
ment of Templeton, as dictated to me by my father. He 
is now among the oldest of the natives of Templeton, l)eing 
bom in 1760. His opportunity for accurate information has 
been greater perhaps than anyone now living. My grand- 
father was a leading man in town, and there l)eing but 
one mill, which all were of necessity obliged to visit, it 

Note by Mr. Baldwin :— 
Jodcpb Baldwin Binned a petition to the Gen. Court with many other cititenji 
of Hadley dated April 26, 1666. He writes his name very well, but Samuel Baldwin 
on the same occasion made his mark. 

The subject of the i>etition, danger from Indian Incursions and a request to be 
protected. The petition is on file. 
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enabled him to become personally acquainted with all the 
inhabitants. I wrote down as he dictated and had the 
pleasure to find him oftentimes confirmed in his statements 
by Mr. Brice & Mr. Knowlton. My apology for cora- 
niitting it to writing is that at some future time it may 
be useful for a chronicler of the place. 

24. I left T, for Worcester, whither I arrived about 
4 P. M. by stage. While in Hubbardston, I found a son 
of Dr. Phelps, Senior, who told me that his mother was 80 
years old the day preceding, making her born Dec. 23, 
1751. She was born at Bristol, R, I. She was a sister of 
Dr. Stephen Monroe of Sutton. Her maiden' name was 
Deborah. Her father was a sea captain and died in Rut- 
land. He was a petty judge in R. I. Timothy Monroe, 
a brother of Deborah, is now living in Princeton at the 
age of 88. 

25. Sunday. I went to Boston in the stage. I stop 
at T[remont] Hfouse]. 

26. Call on friends, and purchase a Bell for my father 
for New School House, weighing 107J pounds, and pay 30 
cts. per pound. In the evening, I attend the Theatre, 
being the benefit of Master Burke. There is a full house. 
Burke as Dr. Ollapod. I am much entertained with 
Master Burke. He is now 12 years of age and is the 
most famous actor on any American stage. He is about 
the common size of a boy 12 years, trim built, with light 
hair and black eyes, and rather a pleasant looking lad. 
There is nothing in his phrenology that indicates such 
talents as he undoubtedly possesses. He is very pleasant 
as an actor and has none of those indescribable faults 
which so many have, such as attempting to change their 
voice or countenance and worst of all their gait without 
concealing the gi-eat agony they are put into in doing it. 
I went to see him 4 ni^^hts suecessivelv. I became tired 
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of him on the last night, and conchided him to l)e a boy 
after all.* There were good houses each night. 

27. I visit ni}' classmates Dr. (!^harles Choate, Dr. 
Frederick A. Sumner, Dr. Mai*tin Gay, Ellis Gmy Loring, 
Esc J., and spend the whole day in their company. The}' 
are all well established in their professions, and, I am 
happy to learn, in respectable standing. I visited the 
north end of the city for the purpose of seeing some 
ancient l)uildings and the residences of some famous 
worthies, such as the Mathei-s, Gov. Hutchinson & Dr. 
Lothrop. My Mather papers, which I saw when I was 
there in Oct., have been taken away, and the person taking 
them lias gone to New Orleans. I could not learn his name. 
What a pity ! I could have made a good use of them. 
Why will people destroy such valuable papers? I must 
use greater diligence and see that others of a like nature are 
not suffered to perish. I went in the evening to see Master 
Burke. His musical attainments are much gi*eater than his 
theatrical. He plays on the violin astonishingl3% I have 
never seen the like before. I see Stephen Salisbury, Es(|., 
today, the first time since his arrival from Europe. He 
left Worcester in Oct., 1829, and has made the whole tour 
of Europe. He appears to good advantage, not showing 
off such foolish and foppish airs as many of our young 
Americans do who have had the honor of a residence in 
Paris or London. 

28. I visited the Boston Athenaeum and had a sort of 
interview with the Lil)rarian, Dr. Bass. He offers me a 
Catalogue of the Library for the Libmry of the A. A. S., 
and I propose to him to use his influence for the purpose 



■ Master Burke played for two weeks at Boston in the following plays: ** Speed 
the Ploujrh," " Merchant of Venice." " Man and Wife,'" Richard III.." Romeo and 
Juliet," " Hamlet." ♦♦ Heir at Law," " Poor (Gentleman," " Paul Pry," "John BuU," 
" Dou}?las," " West Indian." He was also leader of the orchestra, and took as 
many as six parts in one farce. Several years after, he played the violin at concerts 
given by Jenny Lind. 
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of giving our Lilntiry their duplicate pamphlets. This is 
ac*cc(le(l to.^ I propose to Mr. Boy den, keeper of the Tre- 
mont House, to give us his files of newspapers, which are 
verv numerous. 'His readin«r-rooin is furnished with all 
the principal newspapers in the U. S., and great pains are 
taken to pi'eserve all the numbers of eac*h paper. They 
arc very valuable. 

I visited Joseph Willard, Es(j., formerly of Lancaster 
and a meml)er of the Worcester bar. He is now a lawyer 
in Boston and, I am told, succeeds very well. He is a 
good lawyer and, what is infinitely more creditHll)le to him, 
he is a good anti(]uary. He wrote the history of Lancas- 
tci"^ and an account of the early lawyers in Wor. Co., which 
have made him favoral)ly known. He is son of President 
W. of the university. I spent the evening at his house, 
where I saw his wife for the first time. I played whist, and 
my partner was an old maid who knew nothing about the 
jifame and caused me to be beat unduly. She had but two 
teeth in her head and (*onti'ived to talk all the time. 

29. Thui*sdav. I have a letter this morning: from l)ea. 
Leland of Sutton, sa3'ing that ho wants the church records 
which are in my possession, & there being no way to get 
them to him but l)y going to Sutton I resolve to leave 
town tonight in the mail stage and get them to him on 
Saturday. I call on Sam. (J. Drake, editor of the notes tx) 
"Church's Indian War," and find my friend Joshua Cottin 
there, and Lemuel Shattuck of Concord, author of the 
history of that town, now in the press. We sat down and 
had a meiTV time, talking all together about old things, 
and, I must confess, the conversation turned on the weak 
I>oint8 of our ancestors. * * * Qm* meeting was very 
pleasant to me. Mr. Shattuck takes my manuscript copy 
of the Hassanamisco records, which is t^) be retunuul when 



1 Dr. Heth Bsuw, librarian fnim iK'Jn to 1844>. 

* Topographical and Historical Sketches of Lancaster. 
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he has done with it. I attend the theatre in the evening, 
and the only thing woi*thy of seeing is Master Burke's 
musieal rehearsal, which is capital. He appears to great 
advantage with a fiddle. I take the mail stage at 10 in 
the evening, the play being just through, and go to 
Worcester. It snows very fast. The stage turns over at 
Newtown and we are all tipt into the snow — nobody hurt. 
There were 10 inside. I came top of them all and was no 
way injured. I must be thankful for such mercies. We 
reach Worcester at 5. When I went down on Sunday we 
were only four hours in going from Worc<5ster to Boston, 
and I was told that the day previous they went in 3 hours 
and 30 minutes ! 

30. The season is intensely cold and the snow flies. I 
get a horse and sleigh and go to Sutton to see about the Chh 
records, and carry with me Susan and Joann Sibley, who 
are attending Mrs. Wells' school. I remain at Mr. Sil)- 
ley's over night and return on Saturday in the afternoon. 

31. While in Boston, I procured me a blank-l)ook for 
my diar}'. 

Otis C. Wheeler, Es<i. 

He died at St. Augustine on the Oth of Feb., 1831. He 
was born in Worcester ; his father was Greenleaf Wheeler, 
brother to the Re^fistmr of Probate. Otis was twenty- 
three when he died. He was the oflBce boy, at first, of 
Hon. John Davis and, finally, studied law in his office and 
was admitted to pmctice in 1830, in March. He possesed 
res|)ectable talents and would have succeeded as a practical 
lawyer. He had a great fondness for business and was 
prom|)t and accumte in dispatching it. He opened his 
office in Worcester, ])ut his health soon failed him, and he 
spent a few weeks of the summer at Saratoga, where ho 
went in company with Charles Allen, Es<|., with his wife 
and her sister. Miss flames of Barre. He derived no 
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benefit from his journey and, after his return, was advised 
to pass the winter in the South. This he resolved ui)on, 
and left in the fore part of winter. 

We were ahvays intimate together from our first 
a(*quaintance, in June, 1823. He was ol)Iifrin<2^ to a fault, 
and, from this quality, with a warm and friendly disposi- 
tion, he had many friends. Ilis |)rospect'^, for a beginner, 
were flattering, and until May last he had enjoyed unifonn 
health. 

The first Provincial (Congress . of Massachusetts sat at 
Salem, Oct. 7, 1774, the legislature having agreed upon 
such an assemblage in the spring previous. On the 14th 
the Congress adjourned to (^ambi'idge, and thieve (^ontiiuied 
their sittings until the 2I)th, when they adjourned to the 
28rd of Nov., to meet at the same place. And on the 
9th Dec. the Congress was dissolved, and to assemble 
again on the 1st of Fe])ruary, 1775. This body was made 
of new mem])ers. 

The following are the names of those persons who were 
members of the first Provincial ('Ongress from the County 
of Worcester : 

Mr. Joshua Bigelow, Worcester ; Mr. Timothy Bigelow, 
Worcester; Cai)t. Asa Whitcoml), l^ancaster ; Dr. William 
Dunmoore, Joseph Dorr, Esq., Mr. Kdward R^iwsoii, Jede- 
diah Foster, Ks(j., Brookfield ; Capt. Jonathan Baldwin, 
Brookfield ; Cai)t. Phinehas l^])ham, Capt. Kbcnezcr Learn- 
ed, Dr. Alexander Camel, Capt. Jonathan Tucker, Ca|)t. 
Henry King, Sutton ; Mr. Edward Putnam, Sutton ; (-ol. 
Thomas Dennic, Leicester ; Capt. floseph Henshaw, Mr. 
Daniel Clapp, Mr. John Mason, Mr. Jonathan Bullard, 
Mr. John Clark, (japt. Stephen Maynard, Westboro ; Dr. 
•lames Haws, Mr. Levi Brigham, Flon. Artemas Ward, 
Es(|., Shrewsbury; Mr. Phinehas Hay ward, Capt. George 
(•am|)bell, ('apt. Abijali Stearns, Capt. David (ioodridge, 
Capt. Joseph Keed, Uxbridge ; Mr. Joseph Wheeler, 
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("apt. Samuel Baker, Mr. Ephriam Fairbanks, Capt. 
E[)hriam Doolittle, Capt. Jonathan Ward, Capt. Paul 
Mendal, Mr. Stephen Rice, Mr. Gershom Makepeace, Capt. 
Timothy Parker, Thomas Le<ratc, Es(i., Mr. Israel Nichols, 
Thomas Cheney, Esq., Mr. Abiel Sadler, Capt. Jonas Wood, 
Mr. John Child, Mr. Samuel Jennison, Caj^t. John Goulder, 
Mr. Henry Bond, Mr. Nathan Wood, Mr. Abner Holden, 
Mr. Jonathan Baldwin, Templeton ; Mr. William Bi<j:elow, 
Mr. Moses Gill, Capt. Benjamin Holden, Mr. Jonathan 
Tavlor, Mr. Moses Hale, Mr. Samuel Baldwin. 

A(]uila Chase settled in Hampton in the year 1()4() or 
thereabouts and in 1645 went to Newbury, in that part of it 
now called Newburypoit, and is said to have been the first 
person who crossed the bar at Newburyport in a sloop. 
This is altogether prol)able, as our records say, "Aquila 
Chase is received as an Inhabitant and freeholder on con- 
dition that he do go to sea and do service in a boat for 
foure vcares." What is now Newburvport was not settled 
till l(i45, the same year that Aciuila Chase came from 
Hampton. 

He married Anne, by whcmi he had eleven children, to 
wit: 

1. Sarah, b. — & married Curmac Annis, 15 Ma}', 

1 (!(>(). 

2. Anne, b. July 0, 1()47, & m. Tho. Barber, 27 Ap., 
1671. 

3. Priscilla, b. March 14, 1048/9, & m. Abel Merril, 
Feb. 10, 1670/1. 

4. Mary, b. Feb. 3, 1650/1, & m. John Stevens, 
March 9, 1669/70. 

5. Aquila, 1). Sept. 26, 1652. 

6. Thomas, b. — , 1654. 

7. John, b. Nov. 2, 1()55, & m. Elizal)eth Bingly, 
23 Mav, 1677. 

8. Elizabeth, b. Sept. 13, 1657. 

9. Kuth, born March 18, 1660, & d, 30 May, 1676, 
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10. Daniel, b. Dee. 9, IfiGl, & ni. Kinihal, Aug. 

25, 1683. 

11. Moses, b. Dee. 24, 1<)()8, & in. Anne Follansbee, 
Nov. 10, 1(584. 

Acjuila Chase, Sen^, died 27 Dec., 1070, aged 52. His 
wife Anne, after his death, married Daniel Mursilowav, 14 
June, 1672. 

Moses, the youngest child of Aquila Chase, married 
Anne Follansbee, 10 Nov., 1H84, and had 7 children, viz. : 
Moses and Daniel, twins, were born 20 Sept., 1085. The 
first Moses died young. The 3rd child, Moses, born 
20 Jany, 1088. The 4th was Samuel, born 13 May, ir>90. 
The 5th was Elizabeth, born 25 Sept., 1093. The ()th was 
Stephen, ])orn 29 Aug., 1090, and the 7th, Hannah, who 
was born 13th Sept., 1(599. Daniel, one of the twins, 
married Samh March, Jan. 2, 1700/7, and had a son 
Samuel, who was born 28 Sept., 1707, who moved to 
Lexington (Littleton), married Marv Dudley, and went 
with his father, Daniel Chase, t-o Sutton. Afterwards he 
moved with his ])rother Moses to Cornish, and with his 
(Samuel) sons, Samuel, Jun., Jonathan, and Solomon. 
The brothers of Samuel Chase were Mood}^ Joseph, Caleb 
and Moses. The o^enealoji^v stands thus : 

1. Aquila Chase, b. Sept. 20, 1052, and died 1070. 

2. Moses Chase, b. Dec. 2(5, 1003. 

3. Daniel Chase, one of the twins, born 20 Sept., 1085. 

4. Samuel Chase, b. '1^ Sept., 1707, who moved from 
Littleton to Sutton with his fatlier Daniel and afU»rwards 
went to Cornish. 

Ebenezer Grosvenor and Lucy Cheney were married 
March 15, 1737, and had the following children, to wit: 

1. Ebenezer, born March 0, 1738 ; died May 28, 1788. 

2. Elizabeth, b. Dec. 19, 1740; died Dec. 28, 1792. 

3. Oliver, b. May 19, 1743; died 1825. 

4. Asa, b. April (5, 1745. 
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5. Lucy, b. July 25, 1747 ; died Jan^ 31, 1782. 

(>. Daniel, b. April 9, 1750. 

7. Lemuel, b. Aug. 11, 1752. 

8. Ezra, b. June 23, 1755 ; died July 8, 1827. 
i>. Chloe, b. Oct. 29, 1757. 

10. Nathan, b. Dec. 17, 17(54; died Feb. 22, 1814. 

Rev. David Hall, D.D., of Sutton. 

I find the following memorandum among the papers of 
the Rev. Dr. David Hall of Sutton, Mass. : Mr. John 
Hall came from Coventry in the north of Enofland about 
1(>30. He landed at Charlcstovvn in Massachusetts Bav, 
New England, and afterwards married to a Larned and 
moved to Yanuouth, a town on the Cape, where he had by 
his wife twelve sons, of whom seven 1 have secured, viz. : 
John, Gershom, William, Joseph, Nathaniel, Elisha and 
Benjamin. The two j'oungest are yet alive, a])out 80 
years of age. [This memomndum was dated Nov. 18, 
1733.] 

John, the eldest, married a Berse from Barnstable, and 
had three sons and many daughters ; the sons were Joseph, 
John and Nathaniel. His sons are still alive and two of 
the daughters. Nathaniel moved to Livetown in Pennsyl- 
vania or Maryland. Joseph, the eldest son, settled on his 
father's inheritance in Yarmouth, and maiTied Miss Hannah 
Miller, daughter of Mr. John Miller, first minister of the 
Gospel in Yarmouth, and had four sons, to wit : Joseph, 
Daniel, Josiah and David, and three daughters, viz. : 
Hannah, Priscilla <& Marger}'. Upon the death of his 
wife, Hannah, which happened in Sept., 1710, he married 
Mary Moi-ton, a widow lady from Plymouth, and by her 
had Mary, Peter, John & Bathsheba. David, the 4th 
son by the first wife, he had educated at Cambridge Col- 
lege. He was born Aug. 5, 1704, and ordained pastor of 
the Church of Sutton, Oct. 15, 1729. He married Eliza- 
beth Prcscott, (laughter of Jonathan Prescott of Concord, 
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June 24, 1731, who bore him the following children, to 
wit: David, horn May 8, 1732; Elizabeth, b. Feb. 17, 
1733/4; Rebeccah, b. Sept. 1, 1736; Mary, b. Dec. 14, 
1738; Hannah, b. Aug. 31, 1740; Sarah, b. Dec. 15, 
1742; John, b. March 4, 1744/5: Benjamin, b. Feb. 27, 
1745/6; Lucy, b. March 19, 1748/9; Joseph, b. Sept. 8, 
1751 ; Jonathan, b. Jan. 20, 1754; Deborah, b. March 5, 
1756. 

Thomas Howard lived in Tenipleton, on the place now 
owned by George W. Bryant. The house was about 40 
rods west of where it now stands. He came to Tcmpleton 
l)etween 1750 and 1760, from what is now called Milford 
in this State, where he was born. His father lived on 
Bear Hill. Thomas lived in Templeton several years and, 
I believe, died there. He had been a soldier in the French 
wars, and in the expedition against Canada, in the last 
years of the war, used to pass through Templeton, then 
called NaiTagansett No. 6. This circumstance was what 
probably led him there to make a settlement. He had 
several children, among whom were Stephen and Eleazur, 
who moved from Templeton to Grafton in Vermont. In 
the early history of Templeton they were famous as 
hunters. This family was distantly connected to the 
family of James Howard, who anciently lived in Mendon 
(that part now called Milford). He had ten sons and 
three daughters, all born ])etwccn 1740 and 1760. He 
moved from Milford to Douijlas, where he died in 1779. 
David, his son, went from Douglas, having lived some 
time in Sutton, to Andover in Vt. and there settled and 
died. He went there about 1790. Solomon, his brother, 
went before him, about 1780, and was one of the first 
settlers of the town. Their descendants arc there now. 
Joseph, another brother, went to the same place in 1790, 
and is now (1831) living. Rev. Antipas Howard, another 
brother, a "fr(?e-wiir' Baptist, went there about the same 
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time and was a preacher there for about thirty years. lie 
was killed by the fall of a tree, on a visit to a daughter, 
who lived at a place called Row. He was poor. Rev. 
Uriel Howard went to Andover first and afterward removed 
to the western pait of New York and there died. Neither 
of them had a collegiate education, and, I believe, were 
nothing more than elders or exhorters. Elias Howard, 
another brother, was a Lieutenant in the battle of Trenton 
and died of the yellow fever at Morristown, New Jersey. 
He was in the war from the 19th of April, 1775, to the 
time of his death, which happened shortly after the fight 
at Trenton. He went from Douglas. Jonathan, another 
l)rother, settled in Upton and died there in 1814. He 
kept a tavern. Amaziah, another brother, lives in the city 
of New York, and also keei)s a public house. James, the 
third son and also ])rother of the foregoing, now lives in 
Sutton and has ]>een here for fifty years. He is now 
eight3'-one, and resides in that part of the town called 
Qimbbin, and he gave me the above account of the family. 
They were all born in Milford. 

Ensign •Jonathan Sibley, an early emigmnt to Sutton, 
was born at Dan vers or Salem, Sept. 11, 1718. His wife 
Hannah was bom July 17, 1723. The following are the 
names of their children : 

1. Jonathan was born Feb. 10, 1741, and at the age of 
25 went and settled at Royalston, and was among the first 
beginners of that place. He died in 1810, aged (>9. He 
had five daughters and one son, who died al)out 1810 or 18 
without issue. 

2. Reuben, born Fel). 20, 1743, died 1808. He lived 
in Sutton. 

3. Huldah, born Sept. 13, 1745, married John Howard 
of Sutton, and moved to Oxford, where he died. One of his 
sons, Stephen, went and settled in Oninge, and his mother 
is now there with him. 
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4. Paul, horn April 20, 174S, married a Miss Piitiiain, 
and moved to Spencer and died there. His posterity are 
now living in that town, and one of his sons, Caleh, is rich. 

5. Gideon Sihiey, horn Nov. 20, 1750, moved to 
Oxford. One of his sons went to Athol and is now there, 
a scvthe maker. 

i\, Tarrant Sihiey, horn Sejit 4, 1754, lived and died in 
this town, on the homestead, in 1S25. 

Reuben, before named, who died in 1808, had the fol- 
lowing children, to wit: 

1. Reuben, Jr., born Oct. 25, 1705, married Betsey 
Marl)lc of Sutton and about 1 71)8 moved to »Iay in the 
State of Maine. In the late war he volunteered as a soldier 
from Jav and went to aid in the defence of Portland, 
where he sickened and died in 1813. Ilis family returned 
to Sutton. 

2. Phebe, died young. 

3. Solomon, born Oct. 7, 170J), was graduated at Brown 
University, studied law with the Hon. Seth Hastings of 
Mendon and settled at Marietta in Ohio in the practice of 
his profession. He married a daughter of Col. Sprout of 
Providence, who, having lands at Marietta given to him by 
Government for his revolutionary services, removed to 
that |)lace, and Mr. Si])h^y followed him there for the sake 
of his daughter. Col. Sprout was a surveyor. Mr. Sibley 
remained at Marietta for a short time and from there went 
to Detroit, where he has ever siiu*e resided. He is now 
one of the judges of the Supreme (\)urt of Michigan and 

' has been sc^veral times a del(»<j:ate to ('onm-oss from that 
district. He has a son, S|)rout Si])lcy, who was educated 
at the academy at West Point and is now in commission of 
a Lieutenancy in the Army of the United States. 

4. Jonathan Sibley, ])orn Fel). 4, 1772, died young, 
and also Martha, born Feb. 24, 1774. 

{\, Nathaniel Sibley, the youngest of the family, born 
20 April, 177G. He married a Chase. His son Silvester 
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is now in the employment of Grovernment a^ a «urveyor. 
His place of residence is Detroit. His next son^ Caleb 
Chase Sibley, was graduated at West Point in June, 1829, 
and is now a Lieutenant in the U. S. army and is stationed 
at Maecinaw. The next son, Nehemiah Chase Sibley, is 
now a member of Brown University. He has one other 
son, Reuben, living at home, Sutton. 

Eklward Turner of Templeton was born in Walpole, 
Mass., about 1740, and came and settled in Templeton 
iietween 1765 and '70. He was engaged in the Revolu- 
tionarv War, was in the battle of Bunker Hill and died of 
the small-pox at Half Moon on Hudson river. He was 
the son of Exlward Turner, who was also of Walpole and 
was, I am informed, a descendant of that John Turner who 
landed at Pllmouth in the Mav Flower in 1620. The wife 
of Edwanl, Jr., married Hannah Fisher, who is now living 
in her eighty-eighth year. She lives with her son, Capt. 
Asa Turner, in the 8. E. part of Templeton. Asa Turner 
married Elizabeth Baldwin, daughter of Jonathan Baldwin, 
Esquire, of Templeton, and had the following children : 
Silva, b. May 27, 1792; Dulcinea, b. Feb. 12, 1795; 
Avary, b. April 17, 1797 ; Asa, b. June 11, 1799 ; Abigail, 
b. Dei*. 10, 1802 ; Jonathan, b. December 7, 1805 ; Hannah, 
b. Dec. 5, 1808 ; Edward, b. July 24, 1812. 

March 15, 1832. 

My father, Eden Baldwin of Templeton, Mass, came to 
Won^ester on business and to carrv me liack with him on 
his return. I walk with him whouX the town and show him 
all the new things, and amongst other irarieties invite him 
intti tlie Hall of the Ameriimn Antiquarian Society that he 
uiav see me in mv new station. 

Manh 17. 

Wo start after dinner for Templeton by way of Leicester, 
and )mss throiurfa SjHMicer and m> into North Brookfield to 
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Kl)enezer Nye's,' where we remain all night. He married 
an aunt of my mother hy the name of Woods, and while 
there in the evening, she gave me thin account of her 
ancestors. 

Her father, who wa« Ensign David Woods, was born in 
Marlboro, Mass. He was the son of Dea. James Woods 
of that town.* David died April 2, 1804, in his eighty- 
seventh year at New Braintree ; he was born in June. 
His brothers James and Jonathan died in New Braintree. 
Moses, Aaron and George were half brothers. Moses died 
on the paternal estate at Marlboro, and the others in New 
Braintree, where they with the others had migrated in early 
life. 

The wife of David, above named, was Mailha Wheeler, 
who was born in Shrewsbury, Aug. 15, 1726. Her father 
was Thomas Wheeler, who died in Shrewsbury at the age 
of 79. She died at North Brookfield at Mr. Nye's, May 
21, 1819, in her ninety-third year. I saw her but once, 
and that was the Dec. before her death. She was much 
younger than her husband. 

The following is a list of their children : Mary, born 
Nov. 10, 1745, O. S., & married Jonathan Force; Ben- 
jamin, b. Sept. 20, 1747, O. S. ; Persis, b. June 25, 1749, 
O. S., & married Timothy Hancock; Samuel, b. May 1, 
1751 ; David, b. Jan. 11, 1753 ; Martha, b. Dec. 29, 1754, 
& married Hezekiah Hancock ; Hepsebah, b. June 7, 1757 ; 
Lucy, b. Jan. 28, 1761, & married Ebenezer Nye; Jonas, 



« Note by Mr. Baldwin :— 
Ebenezer Nye was born in Rochester, Ma«s. He is now seventy years old. He 
is the son of Ichabod Nye, also a native of Rochester, who was the son of Ichabod 
Nye who was born in Sandwich. 

.Tonathan Nye, Esq., of New Braintree, is the brother of Ebenezer and is now in 
his eighty-flfth year. Ichabod, another brother, is in Rochester, at the age of 
eighty-one. 

» Note by Mr. Baldwin :— 
In the Boston Evening Post for Nov. 7, 1763, is the following: •• We hear from 
Marlboro that on the 4 of last month died there, in the ninety-fourth y of his age, 
Mr. Xbomas Hapgood, whose posterity was very numerous, viz.: 9 children, 92 
grandchildren, 208 great-grandchildren, 4 great-great-grandchildren." He was 
grandfather to my great-grandmcther, Martha Woods. 
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b. Fel). 18, 1763; Loi«, b. Aug. 28, 17(55, & married 
Major Will. Fletcher; Asa, l)orn Jan. 18, 17H8; Aitemas, 
b. Oct. 15, 17«». 

The first of the above list, Mary, was my maternal 
gmiidmother. Her hus])and, Lieut. Jonathan Force, was 
the son of William Force of Wrentham, Mass., and was 
born in that town. He was a Lieut, in the French war. 
He died at New Bmintree, Jan. 22, 1818, aged eighty-two. 
His wife died March 12, 1818, aged sevent3'-two. They 
wore in humble life, but honest and trusty. My grand- 
mother has often been represented to me as a most excellent 
woman, distinguished by her good sense, industry and 
virtue. 

The wife of William Force of Wrentham, my great- 
grandmother, was, before marriage, Abigail Ware of 
Wrentham. Dea. Samuel Ware of New Braintrec was 
her brother, whose son, Jesse Ware, compiled the history 
of Mary Jemison,^ who was taken captive b}' the Indians. 

The name of Force is ju'obably the same as Voss or 
Vorse, tho' this is only conjecture. I have hardly ever 
met with the name. I have made diligent emjuiry among 
the family, but have never found anything conclusive or 
satisfactory. There was a Peter Force, editor of the 
Nati07ial Journal at Washington during the administration 
of J. Q. Adams and before, and I once saw the marriage 
of one of the name in Mendon, Mass. 

The following are the names of the children of my grand- 
father Force : Mary, bom at New Brain tree, May 7, 
17()5; Jonathan, who died in infancy; Abigail, b. June 
n>, 17(58 — my mother; Jonathan, b. about 1770; Betsey, 
I), about 1772 & m. Abel Stockwell ; David, b. about 
1774, died young; William, who died young; William 
Wheeh)ck, h. 1780; Maitlia, b. 1782 & m. Asa Dean; 
Sarah, b. 1784 & m. John Sawyer; Anna, b. 178(> & m. 



' Note by Mr. Baldwin :— 
I have never seen this book. 
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Peter Warren, Kscj. ; David, died young; Lucy, died 
young. 

My gmndfather Force liad a l)rother William, who 
settled at Hoosack, N. Y. He was a fanner. Timothy, 
another brother, settled at Whitehall, then Skcensborough. 
He had no son, l)ut several daughters, two of whom were 
settled and married in Mendon, Mass. David, another 
brother, died in the French war. There w^ere several 
sistei^s. Bathshebah married Nicholas (?) Barton of 
Wrentham. Mary died an old maid. Betsey married 
Oliver Read of Pomfret, Con., by whom she had two 
children ; when he died she returned to Wrentham and 

married Bugbee, and had a son who liecame a doctor 

in one of the towns near Wrentham. Oliver Read, Jr., 
now owns the button factory of Attleboro. Bathshebah, 1 
have heard, had a son, Nathan Barton. 

Mr. Nye was born in Rochester, Mass. He has two sons, 
Bonum and Ebenezer, both living in North Brookfield. 
Bonum is a surveyor and is now keeping school. He 
showed me his map of the Town of North Brookfield, 
which he had just comi)leted by direction of the town in 
pursuance of a resolve of the Legislature. 

March 18, 1832. 

We set off for Templeton, and while passing through 

New Bi*aintrce my father shows me the place where my 

mother was born and where my grandfather lived and i)ur- 

sued his business as a blacksmith. It is about a (juarter of 

a mile south-east from the meeting-house, on the west side 

of the road, upon the top of a small hill. I could trace 

man}', many things about there which I have heard my 

mother fondly speak of, and the scene of many a story 

which she used to relate to me and my brothers and sisters 

when we were small. His shop used to stand a little south 

of the house, partly in the garden. 
12 
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I should liave mentioned yesterday that Gen. Rufus 
Putnam lived for many vears in North Brookfiold. He 
lived in the north-east pai*t of the town and owned a saw- 
mill there. He was a millwright by occupation and was 
lK)rn in Sutton. His father's name was Elisha, who was 
born in Dtfuvei^s, near Salem. Rufus had a sister, who 
married Daniel Mathews of New Braintree, of whom he 
learned his ti*ade. 

We stopt at Barre two or three hours. I called on the 
Rev. James Thompson. He has the greatest capacity of 
any clergyman that I am acquainted with in the county, 
the Rev. Dr. Bancroft, perhaps, excepted. He was l)orn 
in Halifax in the Old Colony, graduated at Providence, 
1 791), and ordained at Barre Jan^ 1 1 , 1804. His eldest son, 
James, was installed as the successor of the Rev. Mi'. Cole- 
man at Salem, March 7, now last [past] . He was settled first 
at Natick. He married Mary James of Barre, d. of Elea- 
zer James, in the forepart of 1831. She is the youngest 
of the family. The predecessor of Mr. Thompson, Senior, 
was the Rev. Mr. [Josiah] Dana, who was a native of 
Pomfret or Woodstock in Con. One of his sons is now 
cashier of Keene Bank, N. H. Mr. Thompson's children 
are Louisa, James, Lydia, Lura and Alexander Young. 

I called on Eleazer James, Esq., now in his seventy- 
eighth year and the oldest member of the Worcester 
County Bar. He was bom in Hingham, near Boston, and 
gi-aduated at Camliridge and studied law with the elder 
Gov. Lincoln of Worcester* His wife's father was Dr. 

Brooks of Ban-e, whose ancestor was of Acton, Mass. 

The children of Mr. James are Eliza, who married ("^harlcis 
Allen, Esq. (now an eminent Lawyer in Worcester, 
youngest son of the late Hon. Joseph Allen of Wor- 
cester), in the fall of 1823. The next daughter, Caroline, 
married the Rev. Alexander Young, now settled in Boston. 
His father was for many ye^irs one of the editoi*s and pro- 
prietors of the Palladium. The next child was George, 
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who was graduated at Harvard University, 1821. He 
never studied any profession. Soon after leaving college 
he fell into a melancholy stupor and is now in the Insane 
Hospital at Charlestown, where he has been for several 
years. He was a young man of good parts, and while at 
Leicester Academy was much caressed, and regarded l)y 
the Preceptor, Mr. Josiah Clarke, now minister of Rut- 
land, as a youth of good promise. 

Charles Wadsworth, Esq., attorney, paid me ninety 
dollars, a part of a note of three hundred which he gave 
me in consideration of my agreeing not to practice law in 
Barre. [See diary for Sept. 7, 1830.] He is the son of 

Wadsworth of Barre, whose ancestor was of Gmfton, 

and was graduated at Providence in 1827. James Th(mip- 
son, Jr., was his classmate. 

We reached home about sunset. One thing is worthy of 
remark. The roads were very good, having no mud hardly 
any part of the way. The earth had been so deeply 
covered with snow during the winter that little or no 
frost was in it, and when the snow had disappeared the sur- 
face of the gi'ound was ciuickly dry and the ways settled. 

I remained with my father until the last day of March, 
when I returned to Worcester. While at Templeton, I 
spent the greater part of my time in hunting. My com- 
panion was Asa Hosmer, Jr., who is now at thirty-seven. 
His father, Mr. Asa Hosmer, is a native of Templeton, 
who is the son of Josiah Hosmer, who was born in 
Concord, Dec. 28, O. S., 1740, and is now in his ninety- 
third year, and living with Asa, his son. Abel, a brother 
of Josiah, married a sister of the Rev. Joseph Lee,^ first 
minister of Royalston, & who was a native of Concord, 
Mass., above named. 



> Note by Mr. Baldwin :— 

HiM 8on, Thomas J. Lee, Esq., author of a valuable Bpelling book now in exten- 
sive use in our primary sehoolH, is cashier of a bank at Calais, in Maine. Samuel, 
another brother, is in Templeton, Mass. Mr. Shattuck says he was bom in Lexing- 
ton. 
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Asa Hosiner, Jr., is a hunter by profession. He does 
nothing but hunt, and has made it his whole business for 
above ten years, and what is remarkable, he gets a good 
living by it. He told me that last year ho caught over eight 
hundred dozens of pigeons in Templeton, and that this 
was not one-half the number taken in the town. Mr. 
Josej)h Robbins and a person by the name of Parks, in 
Winchendon, caught thirteen hundred dozens ; and a Mr. 
Hams of that town about seven hundi*ed doz. more. 
They have taken nearly the same number for seveml years 
past. They find a market for them in Boston, Worcester, 
Providence & their vicinity. They sell from one dollar 
and fifty cents to two shillings per dozen, and the feathers 
sell for enough more to pay all expenses. 

Innumerable thousands of pigeons have been seen during 
the fore part of this month of this year in various pails of 
New England ; an appearance which, with our ancestors, 
would have created the most alarming apprehensions. It is 
said that their flight portends bloody war. I can well 
remember that in the spring of 1811 a flock passed over 
Templeton that was many hours in sight, and so large as 
to cover the whole horizon. They first appeared about 
half an hour before sunrise and continued until after ten 
o'clock. They were going to the north-east. AH the old 
people said it was a sign of war ; and, whether the pigeons 
had anything to do with the affaii*s of men or not I cannot 
tell, but this is nevertheless true, that the United States 
did declare war against England within fouiteen months 
from that time. And many old ladies gave accounts of the 
gi'eat flocks that appeared in 1774, the year before the 
Revolution. And it is said in a manuscript account of 
Bacon's Rebellion in Virginia, in 1(575 and 1670, that the 
flight of pigeons there the year previous was reckoned an 
alarming omen. 

Let me return to my hunting. We had a hound with 
us and our main business was for hunting. But whether 
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owing to want of proper skill or lack of game, we caught 
only one fox and that one I shot when the hound was in 
full chase and within three rods of his tail. Tho' the labor 
of pursuit be hard, yet it is a princely entertainment to see 
the sport go on. I enjoyed it very much, and I am not 
surprised that it is so much thought of among the lovers of 
the chase. Tho fox and hound were, beyond question, 
made for each other, and both for man. 

I will here mention what I should have said in connec- 
tion with the pigeons. When the pigeons appeared so 
thick in 1811, there was another omen about the same 
time which was declared to be a sure sign of war, and filled 
the minds of the people with as great a panic as the 
pigeons ; and that was the very great abundance of boar 
pigs. 

While at my father's, I read the " Life of Napoleon " 
by Sir Walter Scott, and I must confess that I cannot 
agree with the reading j)ublic who pronounce it a great 
I)erformance. I think it decidedly bad, and unwoithy of 
so distinguished an author. Besides this, I read the " Life 
of Andrew Jackson" by John H. Eaton, and should have 
liked it better had the author told the whole story. He 
does not even allude to his being Governor of Florida or 
of his execution of Ambrister and Arbuthnot, which were 
important events in his life ; and the latter act I approve 
of. I read also Leigh Hunt's "Life of Lord Byron," 
parts of which are very amusing. I read also my favorite 
book, "The Adventures of Gil Bias of Santillane," which 
makes the sixth time that I have read this most instmctive 
and entertaining work, including once reading it in the 
original French. 

April 1, 1832. Sunday. 

This day my salary begins as Libmrian of the American 
Anti(]uarian Society. Altho' it be Sunday, I build a fire 
in my apartment in the hall of the Society (in the south 
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wing) and answer several letters which have been received 
in my absence. I dined, in company with Lincoln, with 
the lady of the Hon. John Davis. I took tea in the family 
of Rejoice Newton, Esq., and spent the evening with the 
Hon. Judge Paine. 

April 2. 

I pay Jack Granger, of the hotel where I board, one 
dollar for blackin^: mv boots from Jan^ first. He is the 
son of Daniel Granger of Hardwick, Mass., and is famous 
for his waggery. 

I enter upon the donation book the books that have been 
presented to me for the library during the month of March 
and commence arranging the books in the library. 

I am visited during the day by the Rev. William Cogs- 
well, agent of the American Education Society, an 
association for the education of pious young men for the 
ministry. He gives me the reports, annually made to the 
Society since 1816, when the Society was begun. He was 
formerly a Cong, minister over the Chh. in the South 
Parish of Dedham, fi'om which he was separated for his 
present station in 1829. His ancestor was of Ipswich. 
The Education Society has now under its care above seven 
hundred young men, of all sects and denominations of 
Christians. This is truly a liberal institution. 

April 3. 

I write a letter to John Marshall, Chief Justice of the 
U. S., in answer to one from him relating to a manuscript 
account of Bacon's Rebellion in Virginia in 1675-6, which 
was presented to the Society by Thomas Jefferson, the late 
President of the U. S., and written by T. M. I wrote 
also to James Bowdoin, Es(]., of Boston, and connnenced 
the study of the German language. 
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April 4. 

I receive a visit today from Mr. Elias Boudinot, the 
editor of the Cherokee Phoenix^ published in the English 
and Cherokee languages at New Echota, in the State of 
(leorgia. He is a full-blooded Cherokee, and was educated, 
I lK?.lieve, at Cornwall, Con. He is about 35, of pleasing 
and gentlemanly mannei*s, and speaks English as fluently as 
tho' a native.' 

I asked him what the word Echota, the name of the 
place where he lived, meant ; and he says that it luis no 
meaning, at which I was greatly surprised. It is pro- 
nounced as tho' written Ay shOy tah. 

I asked him a great many questions concerning the 
ancient history of his nation, and he answered all my 
en(iuiries readily and sensibly, tho' he had no definite 
information about them earlier than the mid<lle of tho last 
century. He said that little traditionary history could bo 
found among the ancient men of the tribe. 

He promised to send me some curiosities frcmi the 
mounds or tumuli that yet existed in the Cherokee country. 
He gave me a very particular account of the great Mound, 
seventy feet in elevation, that stands on the banks of the 
Hiwasse a very considerable river, that flows from the 
Cherokee country into the Cumberland River in the east 
pait of Tennessee. The Cherokees have no traditions 
about the origin of these interesting monuments. 

He manifested the most intense interest when anything 
was said touching the present controversy between the 
people of Georgia and the Cherokees ; and when I ex- 
pressed to him my wish tliat he would write the history of 
his nation and gather all the traditionary lore from the 
aged men, of the probable origin of the tribe, and its 
revolutions, wars with the neighboring hoards, and its 
migrations from time to time, he intimated his belief 

^ Boudinot was murdered by the Indians west of the Mississippi in 1839. 
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that the nation would he soon exterminated, unless the 
general government should interpose its arm and shield 
them from the sword of the Georgians. It oppressed him 
gi'eatly whenever the subject was adverted to ; and I for- 
bore many enquiries concerning his tribe out of regjird to 
his feelings. 

April 5, 1832. 

This was our annual Fast throughout the Commonwealth. 
But it was no Fast to me. I never once so much as heard 
of it until I came to dinner. I made my fire in the Anti- 
quarian Hall and laboured very industriously in anttnging 
books in the Library until noon. At 12, I cairied the 
diary of the Rev. David Hall of Sutton to the bindery of 
Jonathan Wood to have it bound, and although his shop 
was closed and he absent, I did not find out my error until 
I got to my lodging. And I will remark that the weather 
during the last month has been most unusually cold. The 
old people about the first of January predicted that we 
must have a cold summer and that vegetation would be 
backward. They have no occasion to acknowledge them- 
selves mistaken thus far. I spent the evening at Governor 
Lincoln's. 

April 6. 

His Excellency Gov. Lincoln calls upon me today and 
talks about arranging the grounds about the Antifjuarian 
Hall, making fences, planting trees and the like. I write a 
letter to John Fanner of Concord & transcribe some letters 
for the forthcoming volume of the New Hampshire His- 
torical Society. And spend the evening at the Rev. Dr. 
liancroft's playing chess with Sarah. 

I write* a letter to Dr. Jerome V. C. Smith of Boston, 
quarantine physician at Rainsford Island, and make a copy 
of the same. 
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April 13. 

Until within a few days the weather thus far from the 
first of March has been very cold, more so than has been 
for several years. Agri(!ulturalists look upon the prospect 
of the season to be dismal enough. 

From the tenth the air has been so mild that T have been 
without any fire in the Antiquarian Hall and today (13) 1 
venture to take off my flannel drawers and go without 
them. 

In the evening I attended a party at His Excellency Gov. 
Lincoln's. It was given for the purpose of introducing the 
senior class of misses in the Female High School into 
company. They were all over 15. One party of the 
same kind was given while I was at Templeton a fortnight 
ago, and they are to be given every other week by differ- 
ent families during the summer. The number of young 
ladies present from the school might be about 15, many of 
whom were very pretty and interesting. Some of them 
are natives of Worcester, but a greater part from out of 
town. 

We em{)loyed about two hours in dancing, tho' we had 
no musick but from a Piano, which was {)layed upon by the 
Lady of Dr. John Park, who moved to Worcester from 
Boston, where for many years he was at the hc^id of a 
female Academy, in 1831. 

April 14, 1832. 

This morning I had a visit from the Lady of Rejoice 
Newton, Es(j., accomi)anied by twenty-seven young Misses, 
most of whom were from the female Hi«:h School. Thcv 
remained in the Hall about an hour and an half. They 
left their names. 

April 1(). 

The Sui)renic Court begins its session this <lay and 
holden by the Hon. Mr. Justice [Samuel S.j Wild[e]. 
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The Solicitor General of the Commonwealth, the Hon. 
Daniel Davis of Cambridge, attends the court as the public 
prosecuting oflScer for the last time ; the new Law abolish- 
ing the office of Solicitor taking effect in June next. 

This change in the Law probably was made for the pur- 
pose of getting rid of the Attorney and Solicitor Generals. 
They are both much advanced in life. The Attorney 
General, Hon. Perez Morton, being above 80, and Mr. 
Davis above seventy. The latter manifest^ his infirmity 
very much. He appears melancholy and dejected. When 
I saw him for the first time in Oct., 1823, he and old 
Judge [George] Thacher were full of humor and fun. 
They and the rest of the Court boarded with Mrs. 
[Francis] Blake and the evenings were spent in hearing 
these veterans relate stories. Mr. Davis, tho' born in 
the old colony of Pljonouth, began his professional career 
at Portland in the then district of Maine, where he 
continued until his appointment to the place of Solicitor 
General ; upon that event he removed to Boston, and 
for a few years past has resided in Cambridge on 
account of the greater cheapness of living. I believe he 
never received a Collegiate education. He was a strong 
Federalist in his politics. He regrets that he grows old and 
will never acknowledge that he is over 60. His appearance 
is young for one of his age, and until within the last two 
years there has been no complaint against him for want of 
fidelity in the discharge of his public duties. His personal 
appearance is very favorable, tho' less striking and impos- 
ing now than 3 or 4 years ago. 

He has great wit, and succeeds admirably in telling a 
story. And in his manner of addressing a jury, there is 
great art and success. His manner is precisely what it 
would be, if he were telling a single one of them a story. 
He is very methodical and clear, never leaving his conclu- 
sions at loose ends, and hardly ever commits a blunder. 
His natuml endowments are of the first order, and his 
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great experience as prosecuting oflScer, joined to extensive 
legal learning, give the rogues that fall in his path but 
a small chance for escape. 

In his addresses to the jury, he makes frequent alhisions 
and quotations of the Scriptures and with such an imposing 
seriousness, that should a stranger hear him, he would 
account him to be a man of more than puritan virtue. 
Yet he is, in his private life, very far from being a saint. 
He has been famous among the softer sex, tho' I believe in 
other respects he is honest and temperate in his habits. 

I have heard this anecdote related of him and the late 
Chief Justice [Isaac] Parker. An ignorant woman i^ame 
into court for the purpose of procui'ing a divorce from 
her hasband. But forgetting or not knowing the difference 
between the two words, divorcement and adultery^ upon 
being asked l)y the (/hief Justice, what she wanted, said, 
that her husband had l)een unfaithful to her and she wanted 
to commit adultery. This threw the Bar into a laugh and 
the Couit into great confusion. At the time, Mr. Davis 
was with the Gmnd Jury, and the Chief Justice recovering: 
from the awkwardness of his situation, "Well, madam, you 
sit down, and the Solicitor will attend to you directly."* 

April 19, 1832. 

This day is the Anniversary of the Battle of Lexington 
in 1775. May the i)eople of Massachusetts never omit a 
proper notice of its recurrence. I understand that at (Con- 
cord they have an address and public dinner. This is 
right. 

In the evenin«: the Worcester Countv Unitjirian Asso- 
ciation hold their annual meeting in the Unitarian Church. 
The collection of i)eople is rather small. The exercises 
commenced by a pmyer from the Rev. Joseph Allen of 
Northborough, and then an extemporaneous address from 

» Chief .IiiHtiire I'arker wom for Heveral years Trofewor of Law at Harvard 
University. Ue ilieil 3lay JC, 1830. 
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the Rev. Dr. Bancroft. He succeeded very happily and 
entertained the audience with an account of his religious 
education. He was born in Reading in this State. His 
father was Deacon of a Calvinistic Church there. He 
learned the assembly's shoiter c^itechism when a child and 
remembers well the pious manner in which his father and 
one of his neighbors bewailed and lamented that good old 
Mi\ Webster, then minister of Salisbury, should have 
turned Arminian. And so strong was the catechism im- 
pressed upon his infant mind and the terror of an Arminian 
preacher that it had not lost all its influence upon him 
to this dav. To him succeeded Col. Plinv Merrick of 
Worcester, who «rave a brief historv of the difficulties and 
misunderstandings which have gi'own out of our Statute 
Laws relating to public worship, and accjuitted himself, as 
usual, very successfully. Then Dr. John Park took the 
floor & confined his remarks to the i>eculiar adaptation of 
Unitarian Christianity to the tunes in which we live.^ 
Then spoke Waldo Flint, Esq., of Leicester, son of Dr. 
Austin Flint of that place, upon the folly and tyranny of 
Creeds and he did it very sensibly. Then c^ne the Rev. 
Mr. Noyes of Brookfield upon the necessity of publishing 
ti'acts and mising a fund ! I never have known but few 
ministers who are not devising some plan for gathering a 
fund for some point or other ! 

After the speeches were all over with, a contri})ution 
was had for buying tracts and scattering them, and I put 
in fifty cents. This was the easiest way to get off. 

April 20, 1832. 

This morning I received a visit from Mr. Sullivan Shef- 
field of Ilopkinton, who is by profession an Astrologist. 

1 John rark, M. D., was commissioned as a surj^eon in the U. S. Navy in 1799, 
resigning in 1801. A few years later he established the ** Boston Lyceum for Young 
Indies/' which for twenty years was well patronizetl antl highly regarded. He 
removed to Worcester in 1831, where he died in March, XKKl. An extended notice of 
Dr. l*ark, written by llev. Edward H. Hall, will be found in the *" Proceedings of 
the American Antiquarian Society " for October, 1890. 
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He wii8 so odd and eccentric that I conversed with him 
from 8 till 11 in the forenoon and I must confess that 
I was gi'eatly entertained by the singular and strange 
account which he gave of himself. He spoke of his 
calculations upon the various fortunes which he had pre- 
dicted would happen to different individuals who had 
applied to him for information, with great confidence, and 
expressed his surprise and mortification at the weakness 
and inconsidemteness of those who ridicule his astronomi- 
cal pretensions. He seemed to be much gratified that I 
gave him an attentive hearing. He gave me an account of 
his library and the great trouble and expense which the 
acquisition of it had cost him. The most expensive of his 
books were the folio edition, 1659, of William Lilly, the 
name of the work is '' Christian Astrology," for which I 
think he said he paid forty Dollars, and Henry Cooley's 
"Key of Astrology" (Alamata) Ed. 1675, Sixty Dollars. 
Besides these he has many astronomical instruments for 
which, considering his circumstances in life, he must have 
{)aid a round sum. 

Like all such enthusiasts, he had abundance of Scripture 
to authorize his belief in Planetary influences and among 
the passages which he cited to strengthen my confidence 
(for I behaved so serious and proper on the occasion that 
he took me for a convert) , were the account which Moses 
gives of the sun, moon, and stai's which were placed in the 
heavens to l>e for ''signs as well as seasons," and he 
brought in the passage from Job : " Canst thou bind the 
sweet influences of the Pleiades or loose the bands of 
Orion?" "The stars in their courses fought against 
Sisem." And when I enquired if he did not think that 
his science led to fatalism and predestination, he said there 
could be no doubt of it, and this was, he continued, agree- 
able to Christianity. And among other passages, he 
introduced the prophecy of Christ about Peter and Judas 
Iscariot. But how, asked I, do you bring that to bear in 
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vour case, and he answered that " Christ told Peter that he 
should deny his Master and that Judas should betray his 
Master. And how could thev avoid doina so ? Thev both 
thought they should do otherwise." These and many 
other texts were quoted, which, I suppose he had found in 
his astrological works. 

He promised me that when he had done with his books 
he would present them to the Library of the American 
Antiquarian Society, wiiere they might remain to enlighten 
some future generation. He could not spare them however 
during his life, as he had occasion to refer to them every 
day. He had now above seventy lettei*s which were yet 
unanswered, containing many very abstruse and knotty 
en(]uiries. He receives annually about three hundred dol- 
lars for his astrological services, and the applications for 
his solutions increase upon him now every week. Many 
of them are very difficult and reciuire several days' 
studys for a satisfactory answer. The most frequent 
enquiries put to him ai^e those relating to the way and man- 
ner in which law suits will eventuate. Under this head, he 
thinks he has done the State some service, for out of fifty 
cases he has never predicted falsely. And the greater 
part of them regarded persons who were perfect strangers 
to him. Application to him has also prevented many suits 
and stirred up as many more. 

He finds stolen property and looks up lost relations ; 
these are done very easy. 

He spoke of juggling with cards and dice, and telling of 
fortunes from the grounds in a tea cup, with very praise- 
worthy contempt. 

He was upon the whole so remarkable a man that T 
asked for his pedigi*ee and he gave me the following 
account of himself. 

His grandfather, Nathaniel Sheffield, came from Eng- 
land and married Lydia Gibbs of Hopkinton and settled 
in Thomson, Ct., and died there about 171)5, aged near 
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80. She died afterwank at the age of over W. Thtvse 
were their children, viz. : John ; Joseph, who mijrrated to 
the West ; Daniel, father of the Astrologist, was drowned 
at Nantucket in 1785 ; Timothv is now a Doi'tor in 
Thomson ; Judith ; Anna ; Eleanor ; and Sarah. 

Daniel, above named, married Lydia Burl>ank of Ilollis- 
ton and liad these children : 

Ilannah, born in Holliston, about 1777. 

Betsey, l)orn in Union, Ct., about 1779. 

Chester, born in Providence, Aug. 11), 1780. 

Sullivan^ born in Sturbridge, July 12, 1782. 

Daniel, bom in Holliston, 1783. 

Sullivan, our star-gazer, was placed in the family of 
Dea. David Richards, late of Worcester*, then of Ward, 
when he was three years old, in 1785, and lived there 
until the summer of 171>5, when he established himself in 
Hopkinton, where he now resides. He went to Andover 
in Vermont in 1806 and retunied in 1809. He has now 
an estate of 4 or 5 thousand dollars, which he has i)ro- 
cured by his own industry, and is in the receipt of a 
comfortable income from the plentiful sales of his astro- 
logical ware. 

There was one thing about him which was very remark- 
able ; he had no vanity or pedantry, but was very modest 
and unassuming. 

April 25, 1832. 

There happened today a very remarkable event. A 
Quaker has been severely whipped ! 

Hammond Howe, formerly of the firm of Howe, Ja(^kson 
and Comi)any, and now Howe & Thaxter, son of Lyman 
Howe of Shrewsl)urv, who is the son of Gideon of that 
place, whose ancestor came from Marlborough, had been 
made the subject of some bitter remarks by Rolw^rt Karle 
of Worcester, son of Silas Earle of Leicester. Wliat the 
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remarks were I have never taken the trouble to enquire. 
They were .such as gave Howe great offence and immedi- 
ately upon their being made known to him he furnished 
himself a large cart whip and' went in {)ursuit of him and 
found him on his way to dinner^ going from the head of 
the Canal uj) Centml Street. He met hun near the Bridge 
and began with^ much ceremony to give him the whij). 
He chose a distance that would give the greatest efficiency 
and did not (^uit until he had bestowed twenty lashes. 
The Quaker was (|uite unmoved, with the exception of 
a few steps upon tip-toe, which he was compelled to make 
when the lashes came the hardest. The combatants said 
little or nothing and when the whipping was over each 
went his wav. 

They are both about thiity years of age, and have 
resided in Worcester 3 or 4 years. 

April 27, 1832. 

This evening I attended a party at Mrs. Wells' who is at 
the head of the Worcester female Academy. This was of 
the same description of that on the thirteenth. We spent 
the time in dancing, and to us bachelors they afford a very 
{)Ieasant entertainment. Females at the age of fifteen arc 
exceedingly grateful for attention, much more so than a 
few years later in life. Our musick is from a piano and 
produced on this occasion by Miss MacGregory from 
Newport, N. H., one of the members of the School. 

Monday, April 30. 

Another tragedy took place today. Linus Child, Esq., 
a member of the Worcester County Bar from Southbridge, 
a native of Woodstock, Conn., is Major Inspector of this 
Division of the Militia. At the Geneml Review in this 
town in Septe^mber last, in examining the aims of the 
Regiment, he took into his hands the sword of Capt. 
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Zenas Studley, commander of the Worcester Liglit Infan- 
try, for the purpose of examining it, and upon bending 
it the sword broke in the middle. Studley was thereupon 
very much enraged and afterwards called upon Child to 
pay for the damage. He refused to make restitution and 
our indignant Captain thereupon determined to give the 
Major a whipping. He came into the Worcester Hotel, 
where Child puts up when he is in town, and found him 
sitting by the fire smoking. He enquired whether he 
would pay him for the sword and upon receiving an 
indefinite or evasive answer, commenced striking him with 
a green hide or ratan stick and applied it with great 
industry over the head and shoulders of the Major. Child 
was so surprised by the boldness of our Captain that he 
offered no resistance but rather retreated, and the Captain 
pursued, belaboring him at each step until he was finally 
prevented by the interference of gentlemen who were 
present. It was indeed a bold step, for Studley is much 
below the common stature and no wise muscular, while 
Child is full six feet and of a gigantic frame. How he 
should suffer himself to be thus cow-skinned by such 
a strippling I cannot imagine. After the affray was over, 
Child went before Isaac Goodwin, Esq., and made com- 
plaint, and the furious Captain was put under three 
hundred dollar bonds to keep the peace and answer 
further at the next Court of Common Pleas, which 
will be in June coming. Thus ended the farce for the 
present. 

I will mention that Studley was born in Leicester, and 
that Child, as a lawyer, stands second to no one of his 
age at the bar. His brother Asa Child is now District 
Attorney of the U. S. for the State of Connecticut and 

married a daughter of Goddard, Esq., of Nonvicli, 

Ct., who is a native of Shrewsbury and a brother of Elder 

Luther Goddard, the Watch Maker of this Town. 
13 
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May 2, 1832. 

A meeting of the Temperance Society for the Worcester 
South District was held at the Hotel this day. I should not 
have mentioned this had I not noticed certain things which 
very much disgusted me. The delegates from many of 
the to>vns sat down at the public dinner table. They have 
signed the constitution of the Society, and profess to be 
samples of sobriety and regularity. I observed, however, 
that every one of the Society drank very freely of Cyder, 
and that which was of the very worst and most unpalate- 
able sort. I am not a member of any Temperance Society, 
yet I should regard myself as not much better than a 
drunkard to be found drinking such intolerable stuff as 
this Cyder. If it were good, there would be some apology 
for them. But as it is shockingly bad, it only shows what 
they are accustomed to when at home. If they will drink 
such cyder in the dry tree, what may we not expect them 
to do in the green ? I saw three clergymen who sat neai* 
me at the table drink the first tumbler and were well 
towards the bottom upon the second when I got up. Yet 
these reverend gentr}*^ have left their flocks to come here 
to give us a specimen of their temperance and self-denial. 
I would not say anything if I drank ardent spirits or even 
Cyder. But I totally abstain from both and drink wine 
only when it is offered to me. Good wine I am fond of ; 
yet I cannot relish it beyond the 2nd glass. 

My friend William Lincoln, Esq., left Town j'^^sterday 
for the City of Washington. He is one of the Delegates 
from this County to attend the Young Men's Convention 
on the first Monday of May to nominate a suitable pei*son 
for President fi'om the 4th of March, 1833, being given to 
him before he starts not even to think of anvbodv but 
Henry Clay of Kentucky. Thomas Kiunicutt, Esq., from 
this Town accompanies him and as one of the Delegates. 



Diary of Christopher G. Baldwin, 183 

May 5, 1832. 

I send a letter enclosing five dollars to , to relieve 

I)resent wants, having learned ver}' directly that it would 
he verv thankfully received. I sent five dollars in Januarv 
last. I must curtail some of my needless expenses and 
save small sums to be appropriated in the shape of charity. 

May 11. 

In the evening I attend a party at Hon. Abijah Bige- 
low's, given for the benefit of Mrs. Wells' School. I have 
the i)leasure of meeting there Dr. Charles Green of Wind- 
sor, Vt., who married Susan Bigelow, daughter of Abijah, 
in 1831. His father, Dr. Green, of Windsor, is a native 
of Ward, in the County of Worcester, and reputed one of 
the wealthiest men in that neighborhood. 

May 13. Sunday. 

Dies this morning, of typhus fever, Henry Goodwin, 
second son of Isaac Goodwin, Esq., aged 15. He was a 
young man of good promise and had, until within a few 
days of his death, enjoyed the most uninterrupted good 
health. 

The remaining part of this month was employed in 
assorting, arranging and preparing newspapers for the 
binder. I have devoted since the first of April twelve 
hours in each day to this business, and such is the number 
of the papers and the confusion of condition, that I have 
thus far made but little alteration in their appearance. 
Diligence, however, will do everything, and I do not des- 
pair of soon putting them in good condition. 

May 25. 

The snow was one inch and an half deep this morning, 
and the hills were white with it until eleven o'clock. The 
air was cold and great numbers of small birds were found 
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(load, having perished from tlic severity of the weather. 
Tlie Baltimore bird, sometimes called gold-finch or hang- 
!)ird, suffered most. Great nmnbers of them were picked 
up dead. 

June 2, 1832. 

It is now summer, and I have not been able to do with- 
out a fire. It is, indeed, a very remarkable season. Old 
men say that they remember only two seasons of eipial 
coldness, viz., 1780 and 181(>. 

The last Sunday in May, the Rev. Mr. [John] Pierpont 
of Boston preached for Dr. Bancroft. It is really refresh- 
ing to hear such sermons as he gave us. lie is one of the 
most libeml sort of Unitarians, and his matter is not better 
than his manner. He visited me at the hall of the 
Anti(]uarian Society, and says that he has a copy of the 
Bible printed at Venice in 1480, and know%s where there 
is another one like it. He was much surprised that I 
should want them both. 

I had the pleasure of spending the evening with the Rev. 
Mr. [Orville] Dewey of Newbedford, now one of the most 
distinguished Unitarian preachers in New England. He 
told me that he was born in Sheffield, in this State, and 
was now on a visit to his friends there. I was at his house 
in Newbedford in 1825, in company with the Hon. John 
Davis and Stei)hen Salisbury, Esq., of Worcester. 

Professor [Edward] Ilitehcock of Amherst College called 
upon me. He was born in Deeifield. He is now making a 
geological survey of the State, & I carried him to Millstone 
Hill, and he savs that the only instance of stmtified jrranite 
in MsIpSs. occurs there. He had been to Maltha's Vineyard 
to examine some interesting fossil remains that are said 
to abound there. He had been highly gmtified with the 
examination, having found great abundance of vertebrae 
of large marine animals incorporated with the rocks of the 
island. Some of the joints of these vortebi'ae were nine 
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inches in diameter. He thinks that they cannot be the 
bones of the whale. 

Who knows but that the appearance of these bones led 
the Indians to the belief that the place was formerly 
inhabited by giants.^ They had a tradition that a huge 
man, whom they called Moshaup, formerly lived at Gay 
Head, and this is the very spot where the bones are found. 
I shall suggest this to Mr. Hitchcock as the proliable origin 
of the tradition among the Wampanoags, that he may 
mention it in his report. 

June 16, 1832. 

On Sunday last, the Rev. Dr. Bancroft preached upon 
the weather. He gave an account of the seasons that had 
been unfavorable for vegetation within his remembrance, 
and mentioned the years 1806 & 1816 as among the most 
remarkable. The present season, however, he regarded as 
cold as either, and had been distinguished above all others 
from the last week in November to the present time for 
unusual severity of cold. And the day after the seraion 
the weather became exceedingly warm and pleasant, and 
has continued so to this time. How much influence the 
rev** doctor's sermon and prayers may have had in produc- 
ing so agreeable a change I cannot tell. 

Yesterday, His Excellency Gov. Lincoln came with 
several men to lay the grounds in front of the Antiquarian 
Hall. He worked very diligently two days and made some 
very acceptable alterations. The thermometer stood at 91 
and, judging from the profuse perspiration upon his Ex- 
cellency's forehead, I have no question but that he had a 
very warm time of it. 

I had three females and two boys to help me wash and 
clean the Antiquarian Hall. Everything was put in com- 
foi'table order. 



> Note by Mr. Baldwin :-- 
See Maas. Hist. Col.f vol. 1, p. 199, v. 67, for an account of the g^iant. 
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June 17, 1832. 

Today we hear the melancholly news of the arrival of 
the Asiatic cholem at Quebec and Montreal. The informa- 
tion makes sad the faces of many. It is thought a matter 
of certainty that it will reach New York and Boston in a 
few weeks. It creates great consternation everywhere. 
God grant that its ravages may be stayed & the American 
continent spared from its desolating march. 

June 18. 

Nine years this day I came from Templeton to Worcester 
with my father, and entered my name in the office of the 
Hon. Levi Lincoln (now Gov.), and John Davis, Esq., 
now member of Congress, who were in partnei*ship. How 
much pleasure I have had in that time ! Near two lusti*a 
of years have passed away and only two events have trans- 
pired that have inten-upted my happiness : one of which 
was the death of my eldest brother, who died on the 2ond 
of June, 1826 ; and the other the death of my dear mother, 
who died April 24th, 1829. God grant that the future 
years of my life may be'even more happy. 

June 24. 

This day is the one usually celebrated among the Free 
Masons. Such has been the rage of a certain portion of 
the community, however, against the institution of Masonry 
that I know not of any instance where the day has been 
noticed. I have received all the degrees from Entered 
, Api)rentice to Knight of Malta and have never been aware 
that I had sworn to anything which could in any shape 
interfere with my obligations to the government or indi- 
viduals. Yet I can see, and am very sensible that, in bad 
hands, the institution might be made an instrument of evil. 
I do not know that even the threat of do^th would drive 
me to secession from the Society. 
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July 3, 1832. 

I devoted this day to pleasure. I visited the Springs at 
Hopkinton, fifteen miles from Worcester. Dea. Benjamin 
Butman, Geo. T. Rice and Dr. Oliver H. Blood, with their 
wives, composed the company. The vacant seat in my 
chaise was filled by Miss Lucy Ricketson Williams from 
New Bedford, Mass., who has a brother here in Worcester, 
a student at law in the office of the Hon. John Davis. We 
started at eight in the morning and reached Brigham's, 
in Westboro', about ten, where we had strawberries 
and cream, with ice and soda. We arrived at the Springs 
about twelve, and spent the whole day in rolling nine pins, 
swinging, waltzing, playing bagatelle, bathing and the like. 
The ladies mingled in all our sports. At seven we started 
for Worcester, and visited on our return the garden of Mr. 
Blake, at Westboro', where we saw plenty of strawberries, 
grapes and odd ornaments. 

It was very warm during the whole day ; but the evening 
was very delightful. The moon shone bright and the 
evening gale came fresh from the flowers and new-made 
hay, bringing delicious odours. My fellow travellers en- 
tertained me with many songs. We get to Worcester 
about nine in the evening. 

My father comes from Templeton to spend the 4th of 
July with me. 

July 4, 1832. 

The morning is ushered in by the discharge of thirteen 
gims from one of the pieces of artillery and the ringing of 
all four of the church bells. There are two celebi'ations in 
town — one from those opposed to the reelection of Andrew 
Jackson, and the other from those composed of all parties. 
George Folsom, Esq., delivered an omtion before the 
former and Benjamin F. Thomas before the latter. 

The day was passed very pleasantly. The Hon. Edward 
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Everett had been invited to deliver the address, but failed 
of coming on account of the prolonged session of Congress. 
Mr. Folsom was appointed in his place. He did very well. 
All were satisfied.* 

In connection with this memorable day I will mention 
one interesting fact. I have heard the story related several 
times by the late Isaiah Thomas of this town, and to the 
people of Worcester it will always afford pleasure to hear 
it:— 

The news of the Declaration of Independence reached 
Worcester on the ninth of July. Mr. Thomas was then 
(1776) editor of the Massachusetts Spy. There was a 
great desire to hear the Declaration read by the people, 
and Mr. Thomas mounted upon the roof of the west portico 
or porch of the Old South Church in Worcester, and read 
the Declaration to a large crowd who were collected to 
hear it. That porch is now imposingly stuck upon the 
front of a small dwelling about a mile from the present 
meeting-house, on the east road to Millbury, where it is 
used as a dwelling-house.* 

July 10, 1832. 

This day I have shelves erected in the chamber of the 
north wing of the Antiquarian Ilall for the reception of 
newspapers. The shelves are put up, and I load them with 
six hundred volumes of papers, which comprise about half 
of our collection of that kind of reading. 

It js one of the chief sources of my trouble (being happy 



Mieor^e Folsom was elected a member of the American Antiquarian Society 
Oct. 'J4, 1H31. He moved from Worcester about the year 1837, was appointetl minis- 
ter to Holland in 1850, which office he hehl for three years. He was librarian of the 
N. Y. Historical Society 1R30-I842 and Domestic Corresponding Secretary in 1H43- 
1M4. 

'There has been some question as to the exact date on which Mr. Tliomas read 
the Declaration of Independence from the Old South i*orch, but it is now geneniUy 
conce<led that it was either Saturday the 13th or Sunday the 14th of July, 177G. 
The west ]>orch referred to as having 1>cen moved to the east ntad to Millbur>' 
(now (inift^m Street) remained there within the memor}' of several persons now 
liviug. 
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enough in all other respects) that only a part of the mem- 
bers of the Council of the Society are willing to increase 
the numbers of our newspapers. Since I have been here,' 
I have been unwearied in my pains to get good files of 
papers from all parts of the country. I have made armnge- 
ments with some forty or fifty individuals from different 
sections of the U. S. to procure for me ancient as well as 
modern sets and to preserve all those that they now 
subscribe for. In this way the collection must become 
exceedingly valuable. I suffer no traveller to visit me 
without enlisting him in my cause, and giving him direc- 
tions how to find them and how to send them to me. 
Though I may fail of getting as many as I wish, I am sure 
that I shall entitle myself to the gratitude of future 
antiquaries. I find very great difficulty in finding ancient 
papers. They exist only in the garrets of rich men who 
may have been systematic in their plans to preserve every- 
thing which came in their way. 

Nathaniel Willis, publisher of the Boston Recorder^ 
called upon me. He promises to give me a full set of his 
paper from the beginning. He is father of the poet, 
NathJ^ P. Willis, who is now in Paris. Mr. Willis, the 
father, was born in Boston in 1782. He is a printer by 
profession, and was the first one who established the 
Eastern Argits^ one of the most respectable papers pub- 
lished in the State of Maine. His father, now eighty 
years old, was once printer and proprietor of the Inde- 
pendent Chronicle, a valuable paper published in Boston. 
He left Boston and went to Williamsburg in Virginia, 
and established a paper there, and then went to Chilicothe, 
now Ohio, then the North-western Territory, and established 
the Chilicothe Gazette, the first paper published that side 
of the Ohio River. He is now living in Ohio. He is a 
descendant of the Rev. John Baily, once minister of 
Watertown, who was before that time minister of Limerick 
in Ireland, and came to this coimtry about 1689. His 
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portrait is now in the Mass. Historical Society's Library in 
Boston. A daughter of Nathaniel Willis, proprietor of the 
Recorder^ married Mr. Louis Dwight, now agent of the 
Prison Discipline Society. 

July 14, 1832. 

I was visited today by Isaac S. Smith of Buffalo, N. Y. 
He is now about 46, and was born in New Bedford, Mass. 
He is one of the Canal Commissioners at Buffalo, and an 
enterprising and successful merchant there. He went 
there in 1809. He is a merry old bachelor and uncle to 
the Miss Williams whom I carried to the Springs on the 
3rd of this month. 

July 20. 

I spend the evening of nearly every day, from half-past 
six to nine, in company with Alvan Fisher of Boston, the 
landscape painter. He, with his wife and their only child, 
a lad about four years old, have come to Worcester to 
spend the summer. He was born in Dedham, Mass. His 
father was Aaron Fisher, who was the son of Ebenezer 
Fisher, who was the son of John. The ancestor came to 
Dedham in 1635. Alvan has visited Europe and enjoys a 
high reputation as a painter. He is now engaged in 
making a picture of the attack made by the Indians upon 
the family of Mr. Dustan at Haverhill, Mass., on the 15th 
of March, 1698. The picture is about two feet and a half 
in length and about two feet high, and he is to be paid two 
hundred and fifty dollars for it. It is nearly completed 
and is very fine indeed. He paints portraits occasionally, 
tho' not often. His business is landscape painting, in 
which it is needless to remark that he is eminently success- 
ful. 

I have great i)leasure in his society. He ^ves a good 
account of his travels, and renders himself interesting from 
his enthusiasm. He is an elder brother of Dr. [John 
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Dix] Fisher, now a successful practitioner in Boston, 
favorably known as the author of a book on small pox and 
varioloid. They were both in Europe in 1826. Another 
brother is a merchant in Boston. Alvan is now about 
38 or 9. 

July 22, 1832. 

I took a long walk in the evening with Mr. and Mrs. 
Papanti. She entei*tained me with an account of her 
ancestors. She was born in the city of New York, 
and judging from her looks, about 1800. She is not 
handsome and yet she has an engaging face, and is, withal, 
a very interesting lady. Her manners are lady-like and 
her conversation extremely entertaining. This would 
follow, almost of coui*sc, from her manner of life, which 
for some ten years was spent upon the stage. She never 
appeared in anything important except comedy. I have 
seen her in many characters, and while in Boston she was 
rather a favorite with the theatre-going people. She sings 
very finely, and her musical accomplishments gave her a 
happy celebrity. 

Her maiden name was Eliza Norris. Her father was a 
sea captain, I believe, who is now dead. Her mother's 
name before marriage was Noyes, from Stoneington, Con- 
necticutt. Her grandmother, Mrs. Noyes of Stoneington, 
or New London, is now living at. the age of ninety-eight. 
Her grandfather, Thomas Noyes, died a few years since. 

Mr. Papanti is a native of Italy ; he was bom near 
Florence. He is now here teaching a dancing school,* and 
his wife is keeping a school for musick for young ladies. 
They were introduced into town by his lixcellency Gov. 
Lincoln, whose daughters, Penelope & Anne, are under 
her instruction both in musick and dancing. They are 
much caressed by a part of the people, while neglected by 



■ He was for many yeare a very Huecessful and fashionable teacher of dancing in 
Boston. 
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others on account of their foimer connexion with the 
theatre. 

They attend Dr. Bancroft's Church and add greatly to 
the singing. She plays upon her harp and he upon a 
French horn, which, with two flutes, a base viol and violin, 
make verv <?ood musick. 

I saw todav Doctor John Mason, now established as a 
physician at Bangor, in Maine. He was graduated at 
Harvard in 1822. He is the son of the Rev. Mr. Mason 
of Castine, and was born in tliat place. His father was 
!)orn in Princeton, in this county, and is a brother of the 
Rev. Mr. Mason, fonnerly minister of Northfield, Mass. 

Dr. Mason is now on his way to New York to see the 
Cholera, being sent by the town of Bangor for the purpose 
of making himself ac(|uainted with the disease. 

I will mention in this place that my friend Dr. Elisha 
BartJett of Lowell, called on me last week, being on 
his return from New York, whither he had been bv 
direction of the town of Lowell to witness the treat- 
ment of patients suffering under the Cholera. Dr. 
Bartlett was born in Smithfield, R. I. Ho was formerlv 
a clerk in a shoe store in Worcester, kept by [John M.] 
Ilarle & [Anthony] Chase. His parents are Quakers. 
He has written a great number of aiticles of beautiful 
poetry, whic^h were published in the Massax^husettn Spy^ 
over the signature of "E." They were republished in all 
the papers of the day and were very much admired. He 
studied his profession mainly with Doctors Green and 
Heywood, and this led to our ac([uaintance. I have a 
jrreat manv letters, many of which were written while he 
wjis in Europe. He was there in 1827 and 8. Since his 
return, he has distinguished himself as a contri!)utor to the 
Quarterly Medical Journal^ published at Philadelphia, and 
is editor of a medical periodical published in Boston. I 
believe, too, that he lias translated a small volume from 
the French, relating to some subject connected with his 
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profession. He is a young man of good capacity and of 
undoubted industry, and has for seven years been one of 
mv most intimate friends. 

%■' 

Hon. John Davis, our member of Congress, arrived in 
town yesterday. He has been absent seven months and an 
half. " 

Rasselas Harwood died of the Cholera at North Brook- 
field this day. This is the first case which has happened in 
this county. He was a merchant in New York and had 
liad a slight attack there and came to his friends at Brook- 
field to avoid the disease. I was well acquainted with him. 
He was a young man of excellent character. He formerly 
was clerk in the store of Moses Bond at Templeton. He 
was a member of Mr. Willington's Church in that i)lace. 
He was about 27 when he died. 

July 23, 1832. 

T had the honor of a visit today from the Rev. Dr. 
Thad. M. Harris, minister of Dorchester, Mass.* He 
preached for Dr. Bancroft yesterday, and entertained his 
audience very much. His appearance in the pulpit is very 
odd. His head projects forward from his body, which 
gives him the appearance of being hunchbacked. When 
he prayed that the Cholera might be arrested in its pro- 
gress and its ravages stayed, the tears mn down his cheeks 
plentifully. 

He is now sixty-five. His father was a schoolmaster in 
Boston, and his ancestor was that Mr. Harris who was the 
author of " Simplicity's Defence," a small tract which he 
published for being connected with Roger Williams, whom 
he accompanied from Salem to Providence. Toleration 
Harris was son or grandson of the one above named. 

^Thaddeiis Mason Harrto, father of Clarendon Harris before spoken of in this 
diary, at one time taught school in Worcester, and married a daughter of Dr. Elijah 
Dix of Worcester. He was for forty-three years pastor of the First (Unitarian) 
Church in Dorchester. 
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The name was given to him in allusion to the religious 
opinions of Mr. Williams. 

Mr. Harris told me. that he had been employed by Rev. 
Jared Sparks to assort, arrange and index the letters that 
were left by General Washington. The labor occupied 
him several months. When completed they were neatly 
bound in one hundred and thirty folio volumes. They 
were twenty-five thousand in number, beginning in 1754 
or 5, and continuing to the time of his death in Dec, 1799. 
They belong to the family of Washington and were ])laced 
in Mr. Sparks' hands for the purpose of enabling him to 
make a selection for publication. Mr. Harris regards them 
as very valuable, and thinks that they should [be] placed 
in the Library of Congress. 

It is very refreshing to have visits from such persons as 
the doctor. He is among the most learned of our New 
England clergy, and enjoys a high reputation as an anti- 
quary. 

He visited Europe in 1810. He was led there by reason 
of his being one of the executors or administrators of the 
estate of the late Dr. Dix of Worcester. 

July 26, 1832. 

I received an interesting visit today from Rev. Eliphalet 
Porter, Professor of Rhetoric in the Theological Institution 
at Andover. He was born in Farmington, Con. I was 
silly enough to let him go away without ([uestioning him 
more about his ancestry. He was very ready to entertain 
me with his history, and such things should be attended to. 
He seemed very well satisfied with the Antiquarian Society 
and promised to send me a copy of everything which he 
had published. 

Zebedee Cook, Jr., Esq., of Dorchester, visited me. 
He is a lawyer of some note. 

The country hereabouts is still agitated with the fear 
that the Cholera will speedily make its descent upon [us] in 
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this quaiter. Dr. [Oliver H.] Blood of Worcester has gone 
to New York to see how the disease is there treated.^ His 
wife read an interesting letter from him in my hearing. 
He gave an account of the saline injection, a method of cure 
adopted in Europe. It is done by opening a blood vessel 
and injecting the solution into the veins. In the case 
mentioned by him the patient was restored. Fifty ounces 
were thus injected ; an astonishing quantity ! 

The mortality, at present, in New York is not so great 
as it has been in Montreal or Quebcck. It averages about 
one hundred a day, attacking principally the most miserable 
part of the population. Only a few instances have occurred 
of its having touched the tempemte part of the community. 

I have read today an account of the plague by Assalini, 
a French physician who belonged to Bonapai-te's army in 
Egypt in 1799. It is an interesting work, and presents a 
frightful picture of the dreadful ravages committed by the 
pestilence. He does not believe that that disease was con- 
tagious, and were it not for the ulcers which accompanied 
the complaint, one would readily consider it very similar 
to the Cholera. There, as at New York and elsewhere, the 
apparent malignity of the distemper was greatly increased 
by the fears and apprehensions of the people. Many 
people have made themselves actually sick from the dread 
and anxiety they have enteitained lest they should die of 
the disease. They read the accounts given of the sj^mp- 
toms which precede the disorder, and quickly give way to 
the belief that they really have it : they then take medicine, 
which, of course, makes them sick, and then send for a 
doctor, who comes, and the patient dies speedily. 

My friend Mr. Fisher, the painter, infonns me that he 
is personally acquainted with Charles Henry Hall, now one 
of the aldermen of the City of New York. He was born 
in Pomfret, Ct., and is son of Doctor David Hall of that 



* Dr. Blood soon after this time gave up the general practice of medicine and de- 
voted his time to dentistry, and was for many years the leading dentist in Worcester. 
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place, who was the son of the Rev. Dr. David Hall of 
Sutton, Mass. Charles H. has been a successful merchant. 
He has two brothers, both respectable lawyers in the city, 
David and Prescot. They have a sister, Anne, an old 
maid, who is greatly distinguished as a miniature porti-ait 
painter. Mr. Fisher regards her as one of the best female 
painters in the United States. I mention these facts 
because they are connected with the memorabilia of Sutton, 
whose history I hope, some day, to present to the public. 

July 28, 1832. 

T took a walk this evening with Mr. Fisher to a frog 
pond, to show him the nature and temper of the larger 
kind of bull-frogs. T took a stick about six feet long, and 
finding a fro": sittin": near the bank gently tickled his belly, 
and the frog immediately indicated a disposition to fight. 
By touching his body with the end of the stick he would 
seize it in his mouth and hold on until drawn quite out of 
the water ; and when his troubles were discovered by the 
fro":s in the vicinity they would all come to witness the 
difficulty, and then b}'^ touching several of them nearly at 
the same time they would all fall to fighting. I found that 
by making a little disturbance of the water with the end of 
the stick several would rush furiously at it, some of them 
coming the distance of an hundred feet. I thus got seven- 
teen of the very largest of them into the compas of a yard 
s(iuare. They appeared ridiculous enough. I put a small 
frog near one and he devoured it instantly ; and, upon 
watching them, I found that the small ones furnished food 
for the large ones. 

James Bowdoin, Esq., of Boston, called upon me today. 
He was on his return from Virginia, wiicre he has been 
during the last four months on account of his health. He 
is the eldest son of Lieut. -Gov. Thomas L. Winthrop of 
Boston, and a gentleman of sterling merit.* Rejoice New- 

* He was an older brother of the late Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, and took the name 
of Bowdoin from an uncle from whom he liad inherited a considerable proi)erty. 
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ton, Esq., of this town, thinks that he would uiakc a good 
Lieut.-Governor, and from the favorable opinion enter- 
tained of him by those who know him with whom I have 
conversed, I have no doubt that should he be rightly 
brought before the public as a candidate he would succeed. 

July 30, 1832. 

I devote my whole time to the business of making a 
(Catalogue. It is slow work, but not without pleasure and 
some profit. 

I had the pleasure of an introduction to Jonathan 
Mason, Esq., of Boston, son of Jonathan Mason, Esq., 
of that city, recently deceased, leaving a large estate. 
The son has visited Europe, and returned in the same 
vessel that brought out the Marquis De la Fayette, in 1824. 
He is a painter, engaging in the business as an amusement 
and not as a source of profit. He is now about thirty 
years old and unluckily quite deaf. He is very pleasant 
as a companion, and highly interesting in his conversation 
from his personal knowledge of the distinguished men 
both in Europe and the United States. Mr. Fisher repre- 
sents him as having a good reputation among artists. His 
grandfather was also Jonathan Mason of Boston. There 
is no acknowledged connection between this family and 
Jeremiah Mason of New Hampshire. 

Romeo Elton, Professor in Brown University, Provi- 
dence, called on me today. He was born in Burlington, 
Con., where his ancestors have long lived, who came about 
1689 from Bristol, England. He is about forty and has 
visited Europe. He promises me many things upon his 
return. 

Aug. 1, 1832. 

I was born thirty-two years, ago this day, if there be 
any reliance to be put upon the family record. The 
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record in the Bible reads in this way: "Christopher 
Cohiml)us born August first 1800, sign in the thighs.'* 
My Father entertains a curious notion that the temper is 
influenced in some way by the particular time of biith & 
so the place of the sign in the Almanack is put in the 
record against each of his family. 

It was no small gratification to me to have today Chester 
Harding, Alvan Fisher and Jonathan Mason ail with me 
at once. They are all painters, and they possess such 
fervent zeal for their profession and every thing connected 
with it, that I have great pleasure to be with them. One 
suggestion they made to me must be more thought of, 
which was that I would collect the names and labors of all 
the early American Painters and give them to the public. 
And they each offered to make memoranda of all facts 
connected with the subject that should come in their wa}'. 

Rev. Joseph B. Felt, of Hamilton, visits me and gives 
me a copy of his Annals of Salem, a production which has 
cost him much labor. It is a verj'^ valuable compilation. 
He is a native of Salem, and previous to his settlement 
was for several years employed as a teacher in Salem. 
His early ancestor was slain by the Eastern Indians. I 
found him very pleasant. His errand here was to ascer- 
tain what encouragement would be given by the people in 
this neighl)orhood towards the establishment of a Female 
College. The object is to procure a fund of some 80 or 40 
thousand Dollars for the creation of an institution expressly 
for the education of Females upon a more enlarged and 
extensive scale than at present anywhere exists. The 
Lady proposed as the head of the Institution is a Miss or 
Mrs. Grant, now superintending a female seminary at 
Ipswich. The project is a good one, and I trust that it 
may be carried into successful execution. 

Alvan Fisher, the Painter, informs me that he was born 
at Dedham, Mass., August 9, 1792, making him almost 
forty years old. 
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Aug. 3, 1832. 

News reaches us that the Cholera has made its appear- 
ance at Providence, R. I., and that four respectable people 
have died of it. The alaim here has greatly subsided and 
little fear is entertained compared with the consternation 
that prevailed when the disease first appeared at Quebeck 
and Montreal. So true it is that all dangers diminish as 
they approach us. There are some, however, that are 
greatly frightened and have made all preparations for its 
reception, such as having procured bags of sand, large 
stores of camphor, laudanum and the like, which are 
recommended to be used upon the first breaking out of the 
disease. May God grant that some device, like that of 
inoculation or vaccination for the small pox, may be discov- 
ered whereby this frightful malady may be disarmed of its 
terrors as well as its malignity. 

Aug. 20, 1832. 

The celebrated Dr. Spurzheim from Germany passed 
through town this day on his way to Boston. I had the 
honor of being introduced to him by my friend Mr. 
Fisher, who attended his Lectures on Phrenology, in Paris 
in 1825. He looks like a German and very much as the 
engravings represent him. He was now on his way to 
Boston to deliver Lectures there. 

Sept. 5, 1832. 

I send Five Dollars today to my sister at Franklin, 
N. IL, who. has given me an account of her situation. 
This makes fifteen Dollars that I have sent to her in the 
shape of Charity since February last. 

This day was assembled in this Town the Antimasonic 
State Convention to nominate a candidate for Governor 
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of the Commonwealth in opposition to Gov. Lincohi. 
The number of Delegates was said to be about four 
hundred. I became acquainted with several of them. 
Among these was B. F. Hallet, Editor of the Boston 
Daily Advocate^ a highly intelligent gentleman, but as an 
antimason furious as a windmill in a toiTiado. I also was 
made acquainted with William Lloyd Garrison, Editor of 
the Liberator^ a paper printed in Boston and opposed to 
the Cvolonization Society. By reading his paper, one would 
conclude him to be a maniac, but in his conversation he 
is mild and unassuming, and by his agreeable manners 
preposesses every [one] with whom he meets in his favor. 
I have from the beginning entertained a very poor opinion 
of the Colonization and its objects. Slavery is too gi'CAt 
an evil to be trifled with. Nothing should be done which 
may increase it. This Society proposes to remove to 
Africa all Free blacks and the only object which the Slave 
holding States in accomplishing this can have, is that there 
mav be no one to incite the slaves to insurrection, and 
to remove the blacks from the Northern States is rank 
oppression. The black population of Worcester (there 
are about fifty) is temperate and industrious and they are 
as much attached to the soil of New England as any 
descendant of the Puritans. 

Joshua CofBn came to see me and staved two da vs. 
He was agent for Mr. Garrison in his antislavery 
schemes. 

I made application to Deacon Butman and Rejoice New- 
ton, Esq., to get Mr. Fisher to take the portrait of the 
Rev. Dr. Bancroft & raise by subscription money enough 
to defray the expense of it. They very obligingly call on 
the venerable Doctor and he readilv consents and the 
picture was finished in just one week. And a most 
accurate likeness it is.^ 



* A portrait of Dr. Bancroft now in the vestry of the First Unitarian Church at 
Worcester is supposed to have been painted by Fisher. 
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Sept. 10, 1832. 

I am delighted to find that Stephen Salisbury, Escj., and 
Alfred D. Foster, Esq., have each of them purchased a 
picture of Mr. Fisher's painting. They pay one [hundred] 
dollars for each of them. Mr. Salisbury's is a cattle piece 
and beautifully executed. Mr. Foster's is a representation 
of children playing in a barn. 

[No diary has been found covering the period from September 
10, 1832, to September 15, 1833. n. p.] 

September, 1833. 

15. Henry Knox Newcomb arrived in town a journey to 
few days ago from Key West, by way of New oreenfleui. 
Orleans, and asked me to bear him company on a visit to 
his father, the Hon. Judge Newcomb, at Greenfield. He 
accompanied the invitation in the very civilist way possible 
by assuring me that he would defray all the expenses of 
the expedition. I thought best not to omit such an oppor- 
tunity of seeing the Connecticut River ; so I closed with 
his obliging proposal. We left town on Saturday morning. 
Our carriage was what is called a Carry-all ; a vehicle very 
similar to a hack or private coach, only the fore end is 
open, and, like a hack, large enough for four persons. 
Our load consisted of myself, my friend New- Feuow 
comb, his brother's wife and baby, and Miss travellers. 
Lucy Lincoln, the adopted daughter of the late Lieut. 
Governor Lincoln, of Worcester, making five souls in all, 
with plenty of baskets, band-boxes, budgets, and such 
trumpery as ladies are wont to bother the gentlemen 
with. 

Our carriage was drawn by two horses, and as our 
appearance was somewhat imposing from our having much 
silver upon our tackling and carriage, and making us look 
like some well estated gentleman, I could not but remark 
to my friend that if the people who stared at us so 
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particularly, could look into our purses, we should bo 
laughed at as two poor Devils. He insisted, however, 
that if we looked serious, nobody would ask us how much 
money we had got. The appearance of wealth always 
makes people look genteel, , and exacts respect from 
strangers. 

At Templeton, my native place, we stopped 

1*1 II* T 11 Templeton. 

our e(iuipage and ordered dinner. I was asked 
many questions here by people whom I knew, and when 
they looked at my new superfine broadcloth cloak, and 
our can'iage, God knows, I felt cheap enough ; for I was 
well satisfied that they knew I was not worth two coppers. 
I had to relate to them two amusing stories to keep them 
from asking (juestions as to the ownei^ship of our carriage 
and horses. The keeper of the tavern was Calvin Towns- 
ly, a native of Jamaica in the State of Vermont, and 
reputed the best Tavern Keeper between Boston and 
Albany. He gave us good cheer, and to make appearances 
correspond, I was going to order a bottle of wine, but as 
my companions declined drinking, I concluded to postpone 
that entertainment to another time. 

I must here say a word concerning our baby, ^^^j^y ^^_ 
Ever since I kept schoool in this my native harrawes. 
Town (I kept four winters in succession and was accounted 
one of the most expert floggers in that region), I have 
never looked upon a child that I have not felt for the 
mcmient as tho' I wanted to fall to whipping it — so 
hardened does the heart become by keeping school. 
Our baby cried upon an avei^age four miles out of five 
during the whole journey. Nothing would (juiot the little 
nuisance. Notwithstanding its mother administered all 
sorts of soothing soporifics, the little luscal raised his shrill 
pipes to a pitch of perfect agony. It was not old enough 
to have a name and for that reason I cannot put it upon 
record. 
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After dinner we pushed on our journey and 
about eight o'clock in the evening, reached a tav- 
ern just on the south bank of Miller's River, in Montague, 
seven or 8 miles this side of Greenfield, kept by a person 
by the name of Brooks, a native of Petersham, and cousin 
to Aaron Brooks, an attoniey in that place. Before 
making aiTangements for the night, we alighted and exam- 
ined the premises to see that our quality should not suffer 
l)y having slept at a vulgar house. Newcomb was spokes- 
man, and he catechised the landlady as to her beds, 
whether the sheets had been changed, what she could give 
us for supper; and from the resolute manner of his 
examination, one would have supposed him an officer of 
the police in pursuit of stolen property. To do him 
justice, however, he did his errand like one who was 
accustomed to good entertainment. The only part I per- 
formed in this comedy was to ask the landlady to let me 
see her cook our beefsteak which we had bespoken. This 
she complied with, not, however, without letting me under- 
stand that she thought me an indifferent cook. 

After we had taken our supper, I went into the Dickinson's 
bar for a orlass of wine, and there saw a very "Newxrans- 

^ , lation of the 

imposing new book. How could such a book New Testa- 
get there ! I immediately opened it and found ™®"'" 
it a New Version of the New Testament with notes, 
illustrations, &c., &c., by "Rodolphus Dickenson, a Pres- 
byter of the Pi'otestant Episcopal Church of the United 
States and late Rector of St. Paul's Church, Middleton, 
South Carolina." Royal 8vo. Boston, 1833. It was a 
fine specimen of American printing and the notes and 
comments made a parade of great learning. I found that 
the author had ornamented the book with his portrait and 
had dedicated it to Doctor Alpheus Stone, " Member of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society," and the Dedication, which 
was stuffed with the most outrageous flatter}^ was dated 
at "Montague, Mass.," one of the obscui'est towns on the 
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Connecticut river. I passed the whole evening in looking 
through this curious performance. It undoubtedly cost it« 
author great labor, and never was the labor of any man 
more unprofitably directed. He had attempted to translate 
it into the popular language of the day. Some of the 
alterations from the common versions were tioilv comic. 
If my memory serve me, this expression, "too much 
learning hath made thee mad," was rendered nearly thus, 
"the multiplicity of thy engagements hath demented 
thee " I ! A new testament with a portrait of the Ti-ans- 
lator, and a Dedication to an unknown Physician I I 
never had so strong a disposition to steal a book as I had 
this ; and I verily believe that had there been another 
book in the house which could have served as the nest-egg 
of the family devotion or reading I should have ceitainly 
earned it off. 

The presumptuous author of this version, I was told, 
was residing in Montague and was in the rectorship of a 
small church situated about two miles from our tavern. 

Sunday, Sept. !(>, 1833. 

We had an agreeable ride in the morning jr,>oii8h 
across the Connecticut into Greenfield. I must vtide, 
not forget to mention in this place an instance of my pride. 
IIow disinclined we are to recognize our poor connexions 
when fortune has elevated us a peg or two above them and 
we encounter them among strangers. The wife of the 
toll-gatherer at the bridge was my own cousin. She did 
not know me, although no examiner of faces could have 
seen us together without pronouncing us to be brother and 
sister. Her husband's name is Comfort Hunter, and one 
of the honestest fellows in the world. And I know not 
but what his wife is as worthy as he is. I should not have 
treated them with such neglect had I been alone. And I 
intend still to humble myself for this act of haughtiness. 
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Her maiden name was Abigail Bruce, born at Templeton, 
daughter of Josiah Bruce, and the eldest sister of that 
famous Eli Bruce, who was so conspicuous in the abduction 
of Captain William Morgan in Sept., 1826, and High 
Sheriff for the County of Niagam, in the State of New 
York. Her mother was the eldest sister of my mother, 
and died at Templeton, Feb. 8th, 1833, if I remember 
correctly. 

We reached Greenfield about 9 o'clock in the Arrive at 
morning. We found the Hon. Judge Newcomb oreenfleid. 
sick of a fever. This was a sad disappointment to us all, 
but I took it to heart most, because, he being Judge of 
Probate, could, if well, entertain me with family histories. 
He was so unwell that I was not permitted to j^^j^^^ 
ask after his own history. But I had the good Newcomb. 
luck to catechise him now & then as his wife went out 
of the room. His own name is Richard English New- 
comb and was bom at Lebanon, in Connecticut, in 
1771, making him at this time sixty-two. His father, 
Hezekiah Newcomb, was boi-n at Ipswich, Mass., and 
settling at first in Lebanon, afterwards, between 1785 
and 90, removed to Bemardston, Mass., where he died. 
He was a Justice of the Peace there, and the 

Dorr ill Ities 

most important judicial act of his life was to 
hear a complaint as Magistrate against a fanatic sect called 
Dorrillites, for a breach of the Sabbath in raising a barn on 
the Lord's day. An interesting account of this crazy sect 
may be found in Thompson's Vermont Gazetteer under the 
head of Guilford. Hezekiah Newcomb, Jun., son of our 
Justice, was one of the Dorrillites, yet this did not prevent 
the worthy magistrate from imposing a heavy fine upon the 
Sabbath breakers. Hoi'atio G. Newcomb, Esq., is another 
son of Mr. Justice Hezekiah, and is now an attorney in 
Greenfield. About 1819 or 20, he practiced law in Winch- 
endon, Mass. He was there not above three years, and 
has since been at Greenfield. 
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Although Sunday, yeX> it was a busy day with me. My 
Friend Newcomb was compelled to be with his father all 
day. I had to shift for myself. I sought out the oldest 
bury[ing] ground and soon discovered that I had found 
work enough. I went to transcribing epitaphs with all 
expedition. 

The gi'ave-yard was just back of the Church in the 
village and one of the first monuments I came to was as 
follows : 

" REV. ROGER NEWTON, D.D. 

was ordained 

To the Gospel Ministry in 

This Town 18. Nov. 1701 & 

died 10th Dec. 1816. 

In the 80th year of his age, 

& 50th of his Ministry." 

** His Life was adorned with private 
and domestlck virtues, and dis- 
tinguished by publick and pro- 
fessional asefulness." 

And next to it stood another numument >\ith this 
epitjiph : 

»• In Memory of MRS 

ABIGAIL, the wife of 

Rev. Roger Newton, 

who died Oct. 21. 
1805, aged 67 years. 



f> 



*' A virtnons woman is a crown 
to her Husband and doth 
him good and not evil all 
the days of her Life.** 

lie came from Durham, Connecticut (which was his 
native place), to Greenfield when it was almost a wilder- 
ness. I think he was the first settled Minist^M- of the 
Town. One of his sons, a bachelor, now lives in fireen- 
field. 
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In the same yard I found the following Inscription : 

** Sacred to the 
Memory of MRS. 
PHEBE wife of 
Richard E. New- 
comb, Esq. obt. 
Aug. 9. 1802. «t. 
81 years." 

** This monument is erected 
'* As a Testimonial of 
** Affection for an agree 
'* able Companion 
** A Sincere Friend, 
** A Tender Mother 
" A Faithful wife 
** & a good woman.** 

She was the mother of my Friend Henry K. Newcomb. 
And here follows the epitaph of her successor, and the 
grandmother of the baby that cried so in our journey from 
Worcestc^r. 

MRS. 

MARY NEWCOMB, 

wife of 

R. E. Newcomb, Esq. 

and last 

Surviving child of 

Gen. 

Joseph Warren, 

who fell 

on Bunlter Hill, June 

17. 1776; 

Died Feb 9. 1820. 

Ml. 54. 

I must not omit to mention what I saw in „. ^ 

Picture of 

Judge Newcomb's parlor. It was a full-length Gen. warren 
likeness of (icn. Warren by Copley, in the most ^ °'*'®^' 
perfect preservation, and also that of his lady by the same 
artist. I cannot describe the pleasure I had in looking at 
them. As a painting the likeness of the General was 
much the best. I could not get them for the Library of 
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the Antiquarian Society, tho' I projected several schemes 
to that end.* 

After dinner I was called upon by Isaac j^^^ 
Newton, Esq., brother of the Hon. Rejoice Newton. 
Newton, of Worcester, who carried me up to Montague 
Falls, an interesting & romantick place on the Connecticut 
River about three miles northeast of the village of Green- 
field. On our way there we passed another grave-yard 
which we went into. There was built in it a soi-t of 
a safety tomb, which was to receive the bodies of the 
dead previous to their interment to prevent them falling 
into the hands of doctors and the resuiTectionists for 
dissection ; a very good precaution. 

Among the monuments, I found the following inscri|> 
tions, which as they are the progenitors of Rejoice Newton, 
I copied them. The following was his gi'andfather : 

" MR. JOHN NEWTON 

died Sept. 28. 

1802 

8Bt. 76." 

This wjis his gmndmother, whose maiden name was Mary 
Picket. 

*• In Memory of MRS. MARY •« MRS. HULDAH 

NEWTON, wife of Mr. John 2ond wife of Mr 

Newton, who died Nov. John Newton 

18, 1786 In the 63rd year died Sept. 14. 1802 

of her age." ^t. LX." 

The following are the father and mother of Rejoice : 

»' CAPT. ISAAC NEWTON •• MRS. HESTER 

died wife of 

Sept. 23. 1826. Capt. Isaac Newton, 

JEt 78." died 

Dec. 28. 1824 
aet 76." 



1 Judge Newcomb in hfs will refers to tlie portraits " now in my front iiarlor " as 
tlie pn)perty of his son Joseph Warren New(>omb. These portraits were afterwards 
in the possession of Dr. Buckmiuster Brown of Boston. 
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His uncle : 

MR. 

" SAMUEL NEWTON 
died 
13th Nov. 1827 «. 
76." 

The grandfather, father and uncle were all bom in 
Durham, Conn. The oldest of them, Capt. Isaac, came 
to Greenfield about 1769 or 70, and in a few years his 
father and family followed. The Rev. Roger Newton was 
a cousin or uncle to Capt, Isaac. The family has always 
been respectable from the beginning. 

I intended to have gone to the Episcopal Church today, 
never having been in one but once in my life. Rev. Mr. 
Strong lay sick of a fever, and I spent the day as 
religiously as I could by transcribing the inscriptions and 
contemplating over the monuments of the dead. 

I spent the evening at the hotel where I 
stopped in company with H. G. Newcomb, Esq., ^^'^ • *^ • 
and Mr. George T. Davis, a native of Sandwich, Mass., 
and son of Wendell Davis, of that place, and formerly 
Sheriff of that County. He was a brother of Sam. Davis, 
Esq., the learned editor of "Morton's N. E. Memorial" & 
the most famous Antiquary of Plymouth Colony. This 
Mr. G. T. Davis is a young man who has just entered 
upon the practice of law and has established a weekly 
newspaper in this place called the " Mercury." The first 
number was issued last week. He came to this town from 
Taunton, where he had been engaged as an editor. His 
brother, Wendell B. Davis, now dead, was my classmate 
at Cambridge, 

Sept. 17 (Mond.), 1833. 

In the morning I ordered our carriage and invited 
several young ladies to ride up to the falls, where I went 
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yesterday. We made a ride of 8 or 10 miles, which was 
(luite pleasant. 

I was introduced to the Hon. Daniel Wells, ^^^ 
now member of our State Senate, to James C. *>»«>• weus. 
Alvord, Esq., his partner (attorneys), son of the Clerk of 
the Courts for Fittnklin County. Mr. Alvord officiated 
for a few months as the successor of John Hooker Ashman 
in the Law School at Cambridge. He is a young man of 
good promise in his profession. His sister mamed Joseph 
Warren Newcomb, father of the baby that worried me so 
much. This Mr. Newcomb is the vounffest son of the 
Hon. Judge Newcomb, and studied his profession with 
Rejoice Newton, Esq., at Worcester, where he was ad- 
mitted to practice, and first opened an office at Templeton 
in 1829. He remained there about two years, when he 
removed to Amesbury, Mass., where he now resides as an 
attorney. He is a half brother of my friend H. K. New- 
comb. 

In the afternoon I was invited to take a ride to Deerfield 
with a young attorney by the name of Woodward. He is 
a native of Hanover, N. H., and is a partner of a Mr. Chap- 
man. On our way we met Rev. Henry Colman, formerly 
minister at Salem, but now residhig at Deerfield.^ His 
residence is on the noith bank of Deerfield River and about 
two-thirds of a mile from Greenfield Court House. His 
estate is beautiful. He showed me a field of corn which 
he had planted this year containing twenty acres. He paid 
ten thousand dollars for his fami. I availed myself of the 
opportunity of thanking him for the MSS. Sermons of Dr. 
(iay of Hingham and of Dr. Barnes, which he kindly gave 
nie in the spring for the library of the Am : Ant. Society. 

How delightful the ride frcmi Greenfield to Deei-field ! It 
has become a sort of classical ground, not because learned 



I Mr. C(>lm«n afterwanls became much interested in agriculture and preitared 
interesting: and valuable publications on that subject. He died at London. Eng., 
in 1849. 
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writers have lived here, but because it has been the place 
of some interesting fighting between the early settlers and 
the Indians. The natural scenery is beautiful, and this is 
greatl}'^ heightened by the recollection of the sufferings of 
the first Planters. I went to the house that was the resi- 
dence of the Rev. John Williams, who was taken captive 
by the Indians in 1704. The house is very venerable, and 
is correctly represented in "Hoyt's Researches." The same 
knocker is on the door that was on then. It consists of 
wrought iron, being nothing more than a staple and ring. 
The ring is about five inches across and of the bigness of 
one's middle finger ; it falls upon the head of a spike. 
The marks of the hatchets of the Indians are yet to be seen 
on the front door.* A hole large enough to run the arm 
through was hacked, and to keep the wind out a board has 
been nailed upon the inside. I did not go into the inside 
of the house except into the entry. I did not wish to dis- 
turb the family, especially at this time, as the late occupant, 
Col. Hoyt, brother of the author of the "Researches," had 
deceased only two weeks before. I liad a great curiosity 
to examine the family papers and some interesting antiqui- 
ties that are collected and preserved in the Academy. But 
it was so late in the day that I could not search for papers 
nor catechise the inhabitants, proposing to do this at a 
future day, when I should have more leisure and more 
precise information as to what would be desirable. 

I will mention here that the Rev. Rodolphus Dickin- 
son, author of the "New Version of the New Testament," 
was l)oiTi in this town, as was also the Rev. Edward 
Hitchcock, Professor in Amherst College, who has dis- 
tinguished himself by his "Report on the Geology of 
Massach use tts . " 

I took tea in the evening at Mr. Alvord's, where I 
remained until 9 o'clock, spending the time in a very 
agreeable manner. 



1 This door is now in the poesession of the Pocumtuck Valley Historical Society. 
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Tuesday, Sept. 18, 1833. 

We prepared ourselves for our journey home, leaving 
Mrs. Newcomb & the baby. Miss Lincoln retunied with 
us, and we went back the same way we came. At Athol 
we took dinner and invited Miss Ellen Bigelow to set down 
with us, which she did. She is the daughter of the lion. 
Lewis Bigelow of Petersham, author of the "Digest of the 
Mass. Repoi-ts," and formerly a representative in Congress. 
He is now in Ohio, having left, Petersham and resumed the 
practice of law there. He enjoys a high reputation as a 
lawyer. His daughter is now keeping school in Athol. 
After dinner we invited her to accept a seat in oiir carriage 
and we carried her to Templeton, and there left her in the 
family of Rev. Charles Wellington. 

We reached Worcester at 8 in the evening, safe & 
sound. The weather during our absence was very favor- 
a1)le. 

I purchased in a Greenfield book store the " Life of the 
Rev. David Brainard," l>y Sereno Edwards Dwight, 8vo., 
New Haven, 1822, for nine shillings, and received a few 
vohunes as presents to the Anti(}uarian Societ3^ 

Sept. 19 (Wed.), 1833. 

This dav met at Worcester the Massachusetts State 
Temperance Convention. The delegates came from all 
jmrts of the Commonwealth, & were nearly five hundred 
in number. Altogether, they composed a body of great 
respectal)ility, both as to virtue and Intelligence. Plenty 
of ministers, lawyers and doctors among them. A satirical 
observer, however, if so inclined, might here and there 
pick out a red nose, which would contradict the sincerit^^ 
of the convert to the doctrine of abstemious drinkinor. 
Yet for all this, I am greatl}^ pleased with the efforts 
making to refonn the besotting practices of drunkenness. 
I drink wine, but as for ardent spirits I have abstained 
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almost totally from it for many years. T am not a niomher 
of a temperance society, contenting mys(^lf with the prac- 
tice of virtue without extra preaching it to others. It is 
one of the faults of the day to occupy so uuich of our time 
in recommending the practice of virtue that we have no 
time left us to perform it. We are nothing but hearers 
without being doers. So true it is that when mankind 
undertake a reformation they are always running into 
extremes. 

I was visited at the Anticjuarian Ilall by many members 
of the convention, and among the rest by John Neal of 
Portland, Me.* I found him a most capital fellow. lie 
entertained me very much. He talks incessantly and his 
conversation is full of wit and originality. He has been 
everywhere, seen everything and knows everybody. Port- 
land is his native place. While in Europe, in 1825 and 
six, he contributed, I believe, to BlackwooiTs Magazine^ 
and wrote much in relation to the United States, and often 
with some bitterness. This was cause of bitterness amon<r 
Americans, and when he returned to his native village at 
Portland the people there professed to be incensed at his 
conduct and undertook to discoura{]:e his remainini; amonir 
them. They evinced their dislike by some indications of a 
mobbish movement ; but did not, as I remember, carry 
things so far as to offer him an}^ personal violence. They 
soon found that they had a man of some spunk to deal 
with ; and he told me that to satisfy them he was not to be 
intimidated he applied himself to the business of courtship, 
and soon married and settled down in the midst of them, 
lie established there, in 1828, a paper called the "Bachelor," 
published in 4to form, weekly, which was finally shame- 
fully wedded and united to the magazine published by Mrs. 
[Sarah Josepha] Ilale.* By his resolute bravery he soon 

' John Neal, author and iK)et, contributor to variouH periodicals and newspapers, 
waA also a lecturer and ^ve lessons in fencing and sparring. 

' Mrs. Hale edited the ** Lady's Maptzine ** in 1828, which is probably that referred 
to by Mr. B. 

15 
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put to flight his enemies, and soon became the favorite 
of the town. Few men have greater conversational pow- 
ers. His reading has been extensive, his recollection 
precise, which, combined with an acute perception of the 
ridiculous, renders his society delightful. He has written 
considerable for one of his years ; but his publications are 
not so interesting as his conversation, yet they are gen- 
erally read. 

I believe he prepared himself for commercial life. He 
was brought up as a clerk in a store in Portland, and was 
once in business in Baltimore, where he failed. I have 
been told that his partner there was the Rev. J[ohn] Pier- 
pont, now an eminent Unitarian minLster in Boston. After 
his failure he studied law and, finally, turned author. 

In the evening there was a party at Gov. Lincoln's, 
which was attended by many of the members of the conven- 
tion. I saw there Rev. Mr. Pierpont, a])ove mentioned. Rev. 
Mr. [James] Walker of Charlestown, with whom I had an 
interesting conversation on the early translations of the 
Bible into English. In the June or July number of the 
Christian Examiner is an article on the subject which he 
told me [he] wrote. It is very i-are that I find any one who 
has any sympathy for me in this department of my labors. 
I have added to our li])rary already several rare and 
valuable editions. It is one of the branches of a public 
library to which very little attention has hitheito been 
given in this country. 

I met also at the party my classmate at Cambridge, the 
Rev. George Riplc}', now a settled Unitarian clergyman in 
Boston. He is a native of Greenfield, Mass. But I can- 
not mention all the people whom I met. 

Sep. 20, Thurs., 1833. 

It is worthy of remark that there were very few of the 
denomination of the clergy called Orthodox or Calvinistic 
present at the Governor's in the evening. Gov. Lincoln 
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is a member of a Unitarian Cliurch. He in a communicant 
at Dr. Bancroft's Society. His religious faitli has been 
pointed at in the newspapers as one reason why he should 
not be elected Governor. And it is probable that his 
Paganism (for such Unitarianism is regarded) prevented 
their partaking of his hospitality. Nothing, however, has 
been urged against him on the score of his morality ; nor 
has he, since he has held the office of Governor, done any- 
thing which might give offence to the rigid religionist. He 
never goes to the theatre nor plays at games. He denies 
himself these gratifications purely on the score of propriety. 
Had I not heard him speak of these things and assign 
reasons for his conduct I should think him playing the 
politician. But his party has been so much the strongest 
in the Commonwealth that he has had no occasion to 
descend to any kind of mean or dishonorable action. And 
we cannot say so much of all politicians. For, generally, 
they are up to anything ; they assume the appearance of 
all sorts of virtue, and practice, in secret, every kind of 
iniquity. A clear & decided politician, of whatever party, 
is very much the same creature at all times and all places ; 
tyrannical, proscriptive, hypocritical & treacherous. Thank 
God, I was cured of politics by editing the National ^gis. 
And when I look at the file of that paper for 1829 I feel 
very much as Gil Bias says he did when he visited Valla- 
dolid, where he practiced physic under the auspices of Dr. 
Sangrado. How many lies I swallowed from my brother 
editors and w^ickedly disgorged upon my readers ! How 
much I racked my brain to strike an effectual blow at some 
popular leader in the opposition ! However, I ought to 
console myself for any abuse I may have given in this way, 
for I have little doubt that in nine cases out of ten I told the 
truth ; though I must confess now that it was accidental. 

Sept. 21. F. 

I went on with the work of preparing a catalogue of the 
Library of American Antiquarian Society. 
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Sept. 22. S. 

Today I wrote a biographical skeU'h of Lieutenant-Gov. 
William Stoughton to l)e in-soiled in John Farmer's ''Mem- 
oirs of the Graduates of Harvard College." I collected my 
authorities in the forenoon and then compiled my account 
of him without getting out of my chair. I was compelled 
to use thisdespatch because he is waiting for the manu- 
script, and tomorrow" I have engaged to accompany my 
friend Henry K. Newcomb to New York. 

Sept. 23. S. 

We left at 6 o'clock in the morning in the mail stage. 
There are three daily stages from this i)lace to Hartford — 
three back and forth. We went on the turnpike by wav 
of Sturbridge, Stafford Springs, Tolland & so on. We 
reached Hartford about 2 o'clock in the afternoon without 
any mishap. I had never seen this city before, and all 
between this and New York is Teim invisa. So I nmst 
describe what I see that I may refer to it hereafter. But I 
shall have no occasion to say more about the cit}^ than that 
it contains ten thousand inhabitants, and has many fine 
houses, churches, &Q. Although it was Sunday I ventured 
to procure a horse and, that I might examine things (juickly, 
rode through all the streets and to places of interest in the 
neighborhood. Not being known to the inhabitants I 
(*ould stare at old houses and ask ciuostions with impunity. 

The oldest buildings in the city w^ere just south of the 
new stone brid<j:e thrown over Ho^ River. These stand on 
opposite sides of the Main street and were probably built 
as early as 1700. I was told the one on the east side, 
which doselv resembles the house I saw at Deei*field hist 
week, was to be taken down in a few days. They may 
have some curious history al)out them, but I could find no 
one who could give me any information concerning their 
former occupants. 
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The bridge near them is constructed of hammered stone, 
having only one arch, which is reputed the largest in the 
United States. 

I passed the evening at Dr. Amariah Brigham's, who 
was former!}' a physician in Greenfield, Mass. ; his wife 
was a Cliapman from that place, and her father was an 
Englishnmn, who died there. The doctor is a man of 
some fame, having written a treatise on the Cholera and 
one on education, the last of which has been favorably 
received by the public. Our conversation was chiefly 
upon phrenology, in which he was a firm believer. He 
stands very well in his profession and is rapidly rising in 
public estimation. 

Sept. 24, M., 1833. 

A[t] 7 in the morning we went on board the new steam- 
l)oat called the " New England," and passed down the 
river for the City of New York. The day was very 
pleasant, and I sat up on the top of the upper deck, or 
awning, most of the time until sundown. How many 
historical eyents are awakened by a passage down the 
Connecticut ! Pequots, Mohegans, Dutchmen, and the 
Blue Laws ! What a mixture ! Weathersfield, with its 
onions ! " If there be any who have tears to shed, prepare 
to shed them now," thought I, as we approached this ven- 
erable town. I looked at it from the boat, but the most 
imposing object in sight was the State prison. This is the 
town where my friend Dr. Sam. B. Woodward, Superin- 
tendent of the Lunatic Asylum at Worcester, fomierly 
resided and practiced. We stopped only at the wharf for 
a passenger, so that I had no time to examine it. 

Our steamboat was perfectly new, having been running 
only two weeks. Many of the passengers, however, said 
that the engine was out of order and expressed fears of 
accidents ; and when we were off Bridgpoit some part of 
the machinery broke, gi'eatly to the consternation of the 
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passengers. This compelled us to put in for repairs. We 
stopped at a little village called Black Kock, being in the 
town of Fail-field. We i-eached there a little before sun- 
down. It is a very pretty place. We found many fine 
houses, and some of them indicating their owners to be 
people of wealth. My friend Newcomb and myself and 
most of the passengers took a turn through the village. 
As we passed a house which had vines running up over the 
windows Newcomb stopped and, with some surjirise, point- 
ing to the vine, said, "that's the mock orange." I looked, 
but could see nothing l)ut a pumpkin or squash vine, 
except in the window behind it, the face of a girl about 17 
or 18, of most astonishing beauty. As we entered the 
enclosure to examine more minutely I found that the 
" mock omnge " that directed his steps was the beautiful 
face I had seen, and to prevent driving her from the win- 
dow I told Newcoml) to ask a man w^ho stood near the 
door what sort of a vine it was? This was a l)ad arrange- 
ment for him ; fori, while he was discoursing with the 
man about this pumpkin, walked straight up and talked to 
the little angel in person ; and our fellow passcJigers seeing 
that Newcomb's project failed, laughed heartily. 

Sept. 25, Tues., 1833. 

About 12 o'clock at night we left this place for New- 
York, where we arrived about sunrise next morning. 

There is no use in undert4ikin<r to descril)e a citv. Thev 
arc all very similar. The chief difference is in their extent. 
Wc i)ut up in the City Hotel, in Broad Wa}', a little above 
the Park.^ Nothing very remarkable in our house exce|)t 
the expense of living, which is one dollar and fifty cents per 
day for the bare subsistence, without wine or attention 
from servants, and the entcrtaiinuent no wav remarkal)le. 

After breakfast we sallied forth in pursuit of some 

> Tlic* City n<»tol w;u» iumf <»M Trinity Chun'li and w;i» frcMnuMittMl by tin* <lnmiatic 
fraternity. Kdiuuml Kran made this hotel lii» homo at the time of liis visit U) the 
Tniteil States m 1»25-2G. 
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adventure. Everything appeared new to me, because I 
had been in New York but once before, which was in Oct., 
1830, when I was there in company with my father. I 
was now determined to see things to better advantage. To 
this end, I had obtained letters to some very respectable 
gentlemen in the city, and that I might not lose any ad- 
vantages from them undertook to deliver the one that 
seemed to me of least consequence. This was a letter from 
the Kev. George Allen of Shrewsbury to Dr. Van Kens- 
selaer, who lived at No. 837 Broad Way.* I got into 
a vehicle called an " omnibus," from their being open to 
everybody, I suppose ; and when we had gone a few steps 
one of the fore-wheels ran off, and as my side was the one 
that went down all the passengers came upon me. Beyond 
playing the devil with my hat and spectacles, I was not 
much injured. I got out of this ark and pursued my jour- 
ney on foot, and at the end of a three-miles' walk I found 
my Mr. Ilippocmtes. He lived in good stj'le, and was about 
forty-two years old. He was a classmate of Mr. Allen's at 
New Haven. I found him very communicative, and after- 
wards learned that he had a good reputation with extensive 
pi-actice. He had known Dr. [Samuel L.J Mitchell inti- 
mately, and gave me some amusing anecdotes relating to 
him. I must here insert one : — 

The doctor, during the last years of his life, was pro- 
digiously intemperate. He began about 10 or 11 o'clock 
in the forenoon, and kept drinking until he got most 
profoundly drunk. He practiced this every day for many 
months previous to his death. When it was at first 
generally known that his habits were bad, many attempts 
were made among his friends to reclaim him. Among 
those who visited him & attempted his reformation was 
Dr. Torrey, who at the time was some thiity-two or there- 
al)out«. He went to see him one morning, and the doctor. 



1 This was probably Dr. Jeremiah Van Keneaelaer, who lived at 638 Broadway 
from 1827 to 1840. 
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who was then sober, was writing and armnging some 
valuable articles of natural history. Dr. Torrey enjoyed a 
good reputation in his profession, and was of a religious 
tenii)erament. He ventured, therefore, to go and renion- 
stmte with Dr. Mitc^hell. When he had sat down, he 
communicated to him his object in visiting him, and 
enquired of him whether he might have the privilege of 
speaking freely. The doctor, hereupon, laid down his 
pen, mised his spectacles, and politely observed that 
"nothing ever gave him greater happiness than to receive 
visits from friends who came either to improve his momls 
or his understanding. Dr. Torrey, spe-aic out to 3^our 
heart's content." Upon this. Dr. Torrey talked a long 
time upon the sin of drunkenness, and gave the philosopher 
all manner of good advice ; but what he especially en- 
joyned upon him was that he would repent of his sins and 
prepare himself for his final change. When he had done 
speaking. Dr. Mitchell said to him, "Dr. Torrey, have you 
offered all that you proposed when you came in?" "Yes," 
he replied. "Have you not left out something?" "No, 
sir," he answered. " Very well, then," replied the doctor, 
" inasmuch as my conduct is in some measure inexi)licAble 
to you as well as to many other of my friends, 1 will 
endeavor to explain it to you satisfactorih\ I am now 
above sixty years of age, and I understand that you are 
but little more than half as old. When I was of yoxxv age 
I was content with receiving, without offering to give 
julvice to those of twice my years. We must not, how- 
ever, be surprised with some occasional singulariti(»s when 
every man in the community thinks himself a refomier. 
This is a peculiarity of the times in which we live. But 
you, among other things, urge me to repentance as well as 
to refomiation. Let me here tell you that I have no dis- 
{K)sition to stop drinking. Intoxication is my happiness, 
I have indescribable pleasure in the excitement produced 
by it. I am most happ}' when most drunk ; and I should 
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have been l>eyond the reach of your lecture tin's inoriiinjr 
had I not been compelled to postpone drinking that I 
might add a codicil to my will, which you now see on the 
table, by which I have made ample sui)poi't for my wife, 
besides having given twenty thousand dollars to two 
adopted children ; and having done that, was engaged in 
labelling certain articles which I have given to one of the 
public institutions in New York. 

"As for repentance, I have accomplished that already. 
I repent of my sins daily. I am perfectly ready to be 
summoned out of life at any moment. I have not been so 
unmindful of my religious duties as you may have sup- 
posed ; they occupy a portion of each day." 

Dr. Van Rensselaer was polite enough to accompan}^ 
me wherever I would wish to go. As I should be taking 
him from his business, I excused myself by saying that I 
had letters to other gentlemen who could acconnnodate me 
with much less inconvenience than he could. 

I walked with Newcomb about the city in the afternoon, 
and in the evening attended the Park Theatre. But there 
is small pleasure in attending the theatre here compared 
with attending it in Boston ; and the reason is found in 
the more perfect police regulations in the latter place. The 
Boston Theatre is as (|uiet and orderly between the acts &, 
scenes as a company collec^ted for religious worship. But 
in New York everything is in confusion. The boys are 
cracking luits and throwing the shells as in Shakesi)eare's 
time, while oi'ange peels, apples and vulgar language are 
thrown from the gallery. All these things are very 



annoying. 



vSept., Wed. 2(), 1833. 



I had a letter from Gov. Lincoln to Robeit Sedgwick, 
Ks(|., an attorney & son of the lion. Judge Theodore 
Sedgwick of Stockbridge, Mass. I carried my letter to 
his office, which was in Wall Street, in the second storv, 
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where I found him in a room well furnished with books of 
law and history, among which were many that had Ix^en 
brought from Massachusetts. Mr. Sedgwick received me 
very politely, as well he might, for the Governor had so 
belaurelled me as a literary man in his letter that I dare 
not speak, lest my conversation should belye the judgment 
of the Governor. We know very soon what strangers 
think of us from the manner they treat us. And I have 
no doubt that Mr. Sedgwick, lawyer as he was, swallowed 
every bit of the flaming panegyric that had been thrown 
upon me, although heaven knows that I ought not to have 
had one word of it. In this instance, the Governor's 
politeness shone at the expense of his discretion. 

Mr. Sedgwick walked about the city with me, and we 
finally stopped at the City Library, which I found contained 
about twenty thousand volumes.' It did not look larger, 
however, than the Antiquarian Library. Mr. Sedgwick 
here left, and I remained here during the forenoon. The 
oldest book in the collection was printed in 1498, and that 
in a very poor condition. The collection of newspapers 
was \Q.Yy respectable. They were generalh'^ of files which 
began since 1800. And a gi*eat part of them were daily 
papers, which, instead of being multum in parvo^ are 
parvum in mnlto. The volumes were so gigantic as actually 
to dishearten one to look at them. One of the volumes 
would be an ass's load ! How much morning gossip and 
political nonsense one of these huge masses contjiins ! The 
labor of the future chronicler in picking out what may be 
vakiable will be much like the gold hunting in the rivers 
of South America, where great (juantities of earth must be 
handled and much umddy water i)ut in motion to get, onlj' 
now and then, a small i)article of ore. The libnirian was 
very civil to me and show(id me what h(» regsirded as 
curious. He seemed not to have any notion of duty 



' The Nt»w York So<;M«ty Librsiry, hwsiti'd at 'XS Nuhhuu St., waH called tin* City 
Library in early days. Tlie libruriun wu8 l'liillii> John Forbes fruiu 1K28 to 185G. 
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beyond the mere toil of handing down books as they were 
asked for by those who had the right to carry them away. 
He liad no love of the venerable Gothic type ; no bibli- 
othecarian enthusiasm about prineeps copies ; no (qualities, 
in short, that would render him useful to the institution or 
distinguished in his office. 

The oldest books, excepting the one of 1498 above 
mentioned, and those that interested me most, were about 
an hundred volumes that belcmged to Gov. John Winthrop, 
the first gov. of Mass. Colony. There were scveml among 
them that treated of Judicial Astrology. How they came 
here I could not leani.* 

In the afternoon I saw the venerable James Swords, 
formerly well known as a printer in this city. He is now 
President of the Washington Insurance Company. He has 
sent many presents to the library of the Anti(]uarian 
Society. lie is now seventy-five, and a native of this 
city. Of course, has witnessed very gi*eat changes. I 
wanted much that he should give an account of the revo- 
lutions he had seen in the city. How convenient the 
infonnation he possesses may be to some future anti- 
(piary ! * 

In the afternoon I walked a1)Out with Newcomb, and in 
the evening went to the Park Theatre. 

Sept. 27, Thurs., 1833. 

I was introduced to John Delafield, Esq., Cashier of the 
Phcrnix Bank, and Secretary of the New York Historical 
Society. He was in l)ad health, and his brother acinmi- 
panied me to the library of the Historical Society. I 
found it nearly opposite the park on Broad way, in the 



^ This account is quite ina<^curate. The l)ookB referred to belonged not to (iov. 
Winthrop, of Ma88achu8ett8, but to his son, John Winthrop, Jr., first Governor of 
Conneiitlout. They are mostly on scientific subjects, lurp^cly in Latin, some few in 
Freiicli and Italian. There were more than two hundred in all; but some have 
diHuppcared.— ('. ('. S. 

' T. «& J. Swords were the publishers of the Nrw York Ma^jazhie. 
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3r(l or 4th loft of a block of brick buildings, where it 
seemed exposed to every kind of calamity. It was con- 
tained in a long hall, with alcoves on either side, and the 
collection estimated at aY)out fifteen thousand volumes. I 
should not think there could be so many. The books 
appeared in much better condition than those in the City 
Libniry. The works on American history were respect- 
able, though not particularly valuable or numerous. I did 
not see the manuscripts. In this department the collection 
is rich. I was told by one of the members that thev had 
many lettc>rs. And 1 will mention in this place a piece of 
biogmphy which I had not heard before, and which I now 
put down lest I forget it. Mr. Stevens, a classmate of 
Rev. George Allen of Shrewsbmy, and son of Gen. 
Ebcnezer Stevens, told me that Gen. Horatio Gates was 
an illegitimate son of Horace Walpole.^ A brother of Mr. 
Stevens had the libmry of Gen. Gates, and in many of the 
books was the autogmph signature of Mr. Walpole. 

But to return to the lil)rary. There were very few 
objects of curiosity or antiquity in the collection. This is 
correct taste. A libmry should contain nothing but books, 
coins, statuary and pictures. I admit now and then that 
an anti(iuity should be admitted. But how absurd to pile 
up old bureaus and chests, and staff them with old coats 
and hats and high-heeled shoes ! The true history of all 
these things arc handed down by painting. And besides, 
if they are once received, there will be attempts making to 
mill somebody with the "Shield of Achilles" or "Man- 
brino's helmet." I have discouraged the sending them to 
the Antiijuarian Hall for this reason. 

In the afternoon, I visited several bookstores and pur- 
chased a few curious books ; — among them the works of 
St. Ambrose. 3 vols. 4to. Basiliae, 1501), black letter, 
for $5.00. Erasmus' Latin Testament. IGmo. Antverpiae, 



^ ThiH Htory is without founilatiou.— C. C S. 
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1520, for fifty cents ! I would not sell it for twenty-five 
Dollars. I believe it to be the "Editio Princeps." I 
bought also a New Testament, 18mo., printed at Lyons, 
1553, translated into the Tuscan language, and ornamented 
with a great many wood cuts. This copy belonged to 
Gifford, the Translator of Juvenal, and I gave only one 
Dollar for it. I saw a good copy of Churchill's collection 
of voyages, &c., in 5 vols., fol., Lond., 1732, for $22 : 50, 
which I wanted very much to purchase. 

In the evening I went to the Park Theatre and heard 
[J. H.] Hackett in Col. Wildfire. Newcomb was with me. 
We sat in the back seat of one of the boxes and he, to sit 
more easily, put his foot upon the scat before him ; in 
doing this, he put his boot accidentally upon the tail of a 
very spruce looking fellow's coat. The fellow turned round 
and in loud and insulting manner, said, ** take your boot off 
my coat." People in the adjoining boxes stared at us very 
much, and the cockney, whose flaps had been soiled, said 
something about gentlemanly conduct, which I saw was 
inflaming my Friend Newcomb, and he leaning a little 
forward said, " that his putting his foot upon his coat was 
ac;cidental, and he regretted it." He said to the cockney 
that he might have asked him civilly to remove his foot. 
Upon this the fellow, turning round, said to him in a loud 
and haughty tone, " Sir, you are not a fit person to be 
treated civilly." I saw plainly by the face of my friend 
that I should have a part assigned me in this comedy, for 
by this time there were some fifty eyes gazing at us. 
So I drew the head of my cane up out of my cloak, that 
the fellow might see it, and said to Newcomb in so loud a 
voice that our cockney might hear me, " Put it in to him, I 
have got the thing here for you." Upon this, Newcomb 

resolutely told him, ''You d d rascal, if you look 

round this way again I will break your face for you." 
And strange as it may seem, the poor devil dared not to 
speak or turn his head again, and so alarmed was he that 



22Cy American Antiquarian Society. 

he did not resume his seat after the play. The api>earance 
of courage, like counterfeit coin, is as good as true cour- 
age itself, until the cheat be detected. 

Sept. 28, Frid., 1833. 

This morning I started for New Haven in the steam boat 
" Superior." Newcomb accompanied me on board at 7 
o'clock and there we separated, he being on his way to 
Bat<:)n Rouge, a military post above New Orleans, where 
he has a brother Francis, who is a Captain in the army of 
the United States. He was formerly stationed on the 
Island of Key West, where my friend H. K. N. was with 
him as a merchant. They were there near three years and 
the Capt. was ordered to Baton Rouge in April last. H. 
K. N. came to Worcester in the summer of 1822 and 
remained there till 1830, when he went to Key West. 
While in Worcester he was employed as a clerk in the 
Worcester Bank. 

I found Prof. Ormsby of Yale College on the boat, and 
we introduced ourselves to each other. He is a modest, 
unassuming man, but not remarkably interesting in his 
conversation. He pointed out the different places on the 
coast as we passed through the Sound, and occasionally 
beguiled the voyage with a Connecticut stor3\* 

We reached New Haven about one o'clock. I entered 
my name in the register at the Tontine House, as is the 
custom at all good public houses, and this found me a 
gentleman whom I had often heard of, who without cere- 
mony came and introduced himself to me : — Ebenezer 
Baldwin, Es^j. He invited me to accompany him, which I 
did, and he introduced me to his father, the Hon. Simeon 
Baldwin, a native and resident of New Haven, and fonnerly 
one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of Conn. He is 
now about sixty-five, a hale, neat dressed old man, with a 



1 No such professor at Yalo; probably Deniiison Olmstead, LL.D., who was pro- 
fessor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, 1826 to 1836. 
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sort of puritanic look, a quality which predominates in 
most of the Connecticut gentry of the better sort. I 
spent the afternoon with them and took tea at the Judge's 
house in the evening. His wife's father was the Hon. 
Roger Sherman. Ebenezer is a bachelor of about forty 
and was formerly a lawyer in Albany in New York. He 
had good repute and was at one time one of the Canal 
Commissioners. His health became bad and he retired 
from his profession to New Haven, where he has recently 
written a history of Yale College. His brother, Roger 
Sherman Baldwin, who also resides at New Haven, is 
rapidly rising in fame as a lawyer. But I must not write 
the life of every man I meet with ; and especially of such 
as have given me their lives already. And such is the fact 
in this case, for the Judge gave me a long account of Con- 
necticut Baldwins in 1829, as may be seen by his letters 
to me, which are on file. 

They accompanied me to the graves of the Regicides, to 
the Public Burial Ground, to the Trumbull Grallery of 
Paintings, to the Libi-ary of the College and some other 
places. 

New Haven is beyond all question the most delightful 
place in all New England. How much of the rus in urbe! 
It is made up of a collection of country seats. 

Sept. 29, Sat., 1833. 

I rose early and procuring a saddle horse rode about the 
town. I had examined the externals pretty well before 
breakfast, which having eaten, I delivered a letter to Dr. 
[Eli] Ives, which I had received from my friend Dr. 
Woodward, of Worcester, and he said that the greatest 
curiosity for me to visit in the city was Dr. [James G.] 
Percival, the poet. I knew not what to make of this, 
but perceiving that my Doctor was in earnest, I followed 
him to a remote part of the city, where he stopped at 
a building one story high and ascending some steps, 
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l)C<ran t() shake the door, which was locked ; and soon 
the door was opened & a person j)iit liis head out, lean- 
ing his shoulders against the edge of the door and the 
door post, and Dr. Ives said, '' Dr. Percival, let me 
introduce to you Mr. Baldwin from Worcester, Librarian of 
the American Antiquarian Society." He looked at me for 
a moment & then opening the door, invited us to walk in. 
There were only three rooms in the house and hut one chair 
in the three. The first room had nothing in it but books, 
Avhich wore laid down upon the floor. Among them were 
about one hundred volumes of the French Encyclopaedia, 
which he told me he had purchased only a few days before 
in New York. The other two rooms were accommodated 
with shelves and were completely crammed with books. 
He told me that he had counted the volumes in his Librarv 
only a few days before, and he found there were over six 
thousand in it ! I had never seen 1 before so many old 
l)ooks together excei)t in the Anti(]uarian Hall. I was 
delighted to look at them. The appearance of the poet 
was Jis surprising & unexpected as the extent of the 
Lil)mry. Ho was rather shabily dressed, having on an 
old thread bare worn green coat, with old shoes and panta- 
loons to match ; his hair was very long, being parted on 
the forhcad, and hanging down on either side, like 
Milton's. His forelumd is ver}'^ high, but at the top very 
nariow, and his eyes mther grey, but altogether without 
fire or poetry. He is of conmion height, and rather 
slender make, and stooping. When I first entered the 
door, he ai)peared embarrassed and said l)ut little, but as 
good luck would have it, I opened a Concordance in the 
Black Letter of 1509 or thereabouts, and began to admire 
it, and our j)oet upon this took fire, and he talked inces- 
santly until I left, which was in about three hours. 

His l)ed was in the middle of one of the rooms, and a 
box stove in one corner, and with the chair before named, 
constituted all his furniture. Here he labored from 12 to 
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1(> houi\s of every day. On his table, which I should have 
included in the foregoing inventory, was a poem in the 
Russian language, which he told me he was reading. Dr. 
Ives represented him as familiar with many languages and 
was an efficient help to Noah Webster in the publication of 
his 4to Dictionary. But what astonished me most was to 
find how diligent he had been in the collection of old 
books. He is very poor, and yet he has the largest private 
Library in Connecticut. He told me that the only rule he 
observed in obtaining them was their cheapness. When- 
ever a book was to be had for a few cents, his invariable 
rule was to purchase. 

Upon the whole, my visit to Dr. Percival was exceed- 
ingly agreeable to me. Never before was I so totally 
disappointed. Dr. Ives told me that, generally, he says 
very little to strangers, and my being an Antiquary was 
what induced him to talk so freely in this case. 

His life is that of the Heimit. Few can have access to 
him in his Library. The only place where he can be seen 
is a Book Store, where he goes every day about 11 o'clock. 
From what I saw of him, however, I should think him one 
of the most agreeable men in conversation. While I was 
with him his tongue moved incessantly. 

I was told that he was regarded as the most learned man 
in Connecticut. He is unmarried, and was bom in 
Goshen, Ct. 

I was introduced to another man, Mr. William Lyon, 
who also had a curious collection of books. He was [a] 
''Bachelor" of about fifty, and decidedly the greatest 
abuser of books I have ever seen. He might have a 
thousand volumes in his collection, and among them were 
many rare and curious ones. Among them were seven 
or eight volumes of a Newspaper [Mercurius Politicus] 
published in 1642 to 52, or thereabouts.* I had seen a 
notice of this as being the very first newspaper ever 

* Yale University Library now owns this set. 
16 
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printed in England. As such a paper as that printed 
by Christopher Barker in 1588 would be very curious, 
I lost no time in asking for a sight of it. But I was 
amazed to find that 1042 was the oldest No. of any 
paper he had. They were bound, as I ]>efore mentioned, 
in seven or eight volumes of about five hundred pagers 
each and were composed of several different papers. 
Thev were all in the small 4to fonn, and some of them 
seemed to have been composed of 4 pages, some of eight 
and so on, each paper containing the quantity of news that 
the printer had on liand. The articles were generally of 
such things as related to the Government. I did not 
notice them so particularly as I should, had I not l>een so 
disappointed in them ; and, ]>esides, Mr. Lyon told me 
that he would give me a minute description of them. His 
liooks g(»ncmlly, though not old, had a very musty appear- 
ance from the rough manner of his handling them. His 
father was a cashier of one of the New Haven Banks, and 
was a diligent collector of everything appertaining to 
Connecticut History. 

I visit(»d the College Libmry with Prof. [Josiah W.] 
(iibbs, where I found many curious old ])ooks. I saw many 
volumes of the Fathers, some of them of the Basil edition, 
l)ut all in poor condition and fast falling to pieces from want 
of proper care. The oldest l)ook was printed at Nuremberg 
in 1492, and was very imj)ei'fect. The name of the author 
was gone. I saw a l)eautiful manuscript volume, supposed 
by Dr. Stiles to have l)oen made in the thirteenth century, 
with illuminated cai)itals, being a Theological Treatise l)y 
A(juinas. This had been greatly abused, some one having 
cut out [some of] the ornamented letters. It was on fine 
Pan.'hment and l)eautifullv written. 

I must not quit without mentioning that I saw in the 
Trumbull Gallery the original portmit of the Rev. John 
Davenport, the first minister of New Haven. He looks as 
devout as possible. His dress is like that of ]VIi\ Higgin- 
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son which wo have in the Antitiuarian Hall. There wa« in 
the Gallery also a full length likeness of George II., by 
Godfrey KncUer. But I have no skill in criticising paint- 
ings, or I would add something further in relation to these 
and some others I saw there. 

At 2 o'clock, I left in the stage for Haitford, going by 
way of Farmington. We reached Hartford at 8 o'clock in 
the evening, where I put up at the City Hotel, kept by 
Mr. Morgan, which is beyond (piestion the best house I 
have seen. He dictated to me an account of the history of 
his family, which I put down, and now I have mislaid the 
paper containing it and cannot find it. His ancestor was 
from Springfield, Mass. 

Sept. 30, Sun., 1833. 

I cannot say much in favor of the manner in which 
I spent my time today. I copied the family history of 
my Landlord, read a little in Latin Testament of Eras- 
mus, and talked a good deal with Israel Munson of Boston, 
whom I found here. He was born in New Haven and has 
lived in Boston ever since 1796, He is now about sixty, 
and a Bachelor, and thought to be worth between two and 
three hundred thousand dollars. He is libeml in his 
charities ; for a year or two ago he gave five thousand 
dollars to Yale College, and the same sum to Cambridge. 
He is fond of his money and talked about rents, interests 
and Bank dividends incessantly. I saw plainly, however, 
that I forfeited his good opinion when I spoke indifferently 
of money. This was a capital error, and I could not get 
l)ack into his favor, though before this he had manifested a 
strong partiality for me. It always pleases such misei-s to 
magnify the merit of great riches, and he was one of that 
sort who would almost pay money for such a panegyric. 

Oct. 1, Mond., 1833. 

I had a letter to Dr. [Eli] Todd, but as I was ac(]uainted 
with the Hon. Thomas Day, Secretary of State, I called 
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upon him and ho was very civil to me. I visited the State 
House, examined the ancient records, saw the famous 
Charter of Charles II., and visited the Charter Oak, wliich 
is on the south side of Hog River in the second street 
])amllel witli it, and in its appeamnce every way worthy 
of being connected with History. The trunk of it is a 
succession of prodigious kmirles or knots, and pro}>abh' at 
the ground is eight feet in diameter. There is an opening 
near the earth into which the Charter was put by Wads- 
worth. The Tree has manifestly grown much since the 
concealing of the Chaiter. It could not be concealed in it 
now. 

After we liad visited the Oak, Mr. Day invited me to 
accompany him to see Mrs. Sigourney. Her maiden name 
was Huntley. Tliere is nothing remarkable in her appear- 
ance. She is ladylike in her manners and without 
ostentation. The place where she lives is delightful ; none 
more so in Hartford. Her husband, (yharles Sigoumey, is 
President of one of the Banks, and is by occupation a 
Tradesman. She is perhaps forty. She showed me two 
ancient paintings of the Sigourney family, the ancestors 
of her husband. I remained at her house an hour and 
passed it very pleasantly. I must confess that she is the 
first Ladv of Genius that I have met who was not ridiculous 
or absurd. She really appeared quite rational. 

After leaving Mrs. Sigourney, we went to the Asylum 
for the Deaf and Dumb, which is but a little way beyond, 
both being a little distance out of the city. I was intro- 
duced to Mr. Turner, one of the Instructors, who received 
me very politely (I having a letter to him from Dr. 
Woodward), and showed me over the whole of this inter- 
esting institution. The pupils Avere merry as gi'igs, and I 
could not but look upon them as being even the happier 
for the want of speech. 

Mr. Day introduced me to Prof. [William Moseley] 
Holland of Washington College, whom I found very 
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civil and intelligent. He told me that he was bom in 
Belchei-town, Mass., and had teen educated for the bar. 
I went with him to the College and after looking about 
the grounds and buildings, he showed me the Library 
belonging to the institution. This comprises . about five 
thousand volumes. It has been collecting but a short 
time and contains many valuable books. The oldest 
work was the Bible by Nic. De Lyra, printed in 
1498. The Library had been obtained mostly in Europe 
by [Rev.] Dr. [Samuel F.] Jarvis, who is now in Italy. 
I was amazed at several very voluminous works in folio 
upon ecclesiastical history, which I had never even heard 
the names of before. Surely there is no end of the mak- 
ing of books. A great many of these folios were in new 
parchment binding. They i^ppeared gorgeous. It made 
me happy to look at them. 

Prof Holland introduced me to Dr. [Nathaniel S.] 
Wheaton, the President of the College, who was about 
forty. They are both bachelors ! How many bachelors I 
have encountered in my journey. Yet I have no occasion 
to be ashamed of any I have met. Those I have seen rather 
confinn than invalidate the remark of Lord Bacon, that the 
''greatest geniuses have been childless or unmarried men." 
Some one has said that most voluminous authors have been 
bachelors. So it would seem that in their "gettings," in- 
stead of getting children, they get books, which may be 
true. 

From the College, I went to the Retreat for the Insane. 
I found this an interesting establishment. Dr. [S. B.] 
Woodward gave me a letter to Dr. [Eli] Todd, whom I 
did not see. The superintendent, whosef name I have for- 
gotten, was very attentive, showing me all parts of the 
building and the more interesting of the patien^. This 
Hospital is delightfully situated and commands an exten- 
sive and beautiful prospect. The grounds about it are 
finely arranged, and tastefully cultivated. In looking 
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about the institution, I could not avoid instituting a sort 
of comparison between this and the Lunatic Asylum of 
Worcester. The preference must l)c given decidedly to the 
latter. Drs. Woodward and Todd were the first to invite 
public att<3ntion to the cstal>lishment of the Retreat. The 
Retreat, however, is, if I may be permitted to make a 
phrase, a sort of benevolo-money making institution. 
The inmates in the two establishments differ only in qualit}' 
of their blood or station in societv, and not in their com- 
plaints. At the Retreat there are none but private patients ; 
at Worcester, the only way a patient can be received is 
through a criminal court. But I have no time to discourae 
upon this subject now ; and besides, I am so much in favor 
of Dr. Woodward, that I fear I should not give a very 
impartial opinion. Any institution would flourish under 
his direction. He has a positive passion for ciuzy folks. 
I have no dou!>t but that he has the same sort of ecstacy in 
managing them that I have in looking at the gothic type. 
And this is the cause of success. So true it is that zeal is 
necessary to attain excellence in anything. 

I was invited to take tea at Mr. Day's. I went to his 
house and his lady pleasantly told me that she and her hus- 
band had made contradictory arrangements ; and as it was 
her province to furnish tea, I must consent to follow her 
directions. So I acrcompanied her to one of her neighbors', 
Mr. Trumbuirs, where I passed the evening very pleas- 
antlv. I believe Mi*. Trumbull is a m'andson of old Gov. 
Jonathan Trumbull. I was invited into an adjoining room 
to sec the family pictures, and among them was the Gov- 
ei'iior. There were many others hanging up, but all 
" unknown to fame," so I shall sav nothing; about them. 

Oct. 1, 1833. Tues. 

1 left Hartford at 7 in the morning and reached Worces- 
tci* at 1) in the evening. During m}' absence, every day 
has been pleasant and nothing has transpired to render my 
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journey uncomfoilable. My expenses, including about 
twelve dollars woith of books, have been just fifty dollars. 
This may be cheap enough, perhaps. 

Oct. 2. Wed. 

Another Convention at Worcester ! This is the third 
gmnd State Convention at this place since the first of 
Sopteml)er ; each assembly consisting of from three to five 
hundred delegates. The present body has assembled for 
the pui-pose of nominating a candidate for Governor of the 
Commonwealth. Gov. Lincoln having been elected nine 
times successively, almost two lustm, in a communication 
made to the Legislature last year, publicly announced his 
determination not to stand as a candidate again. The 
business of this convention, therefore, which is composed 
of delegates who call themselves " National Republicans," 
is to select his suc(*essor. The convention meets in the 
South Meeting-house. Its doings are published, so I shall 
say nothing further about the subject. I will mention, 
however, that they nominated Hon. John Davis, which I 
have no doubt he accepted with sincere regret. He 
resisted the first invitation, and was persuaded to stand 
almost upon compulsion. How little mercy politicians 
show one another. 

I am visited at the Antiquarian Hall by many of the 
delegates. Among them was the venemble Major Benja- 
min Russell, for near forty years editor of the Boston 
CentineL He learned his trade as a printer of the late 
Isaiah Thomas of this town and married his wife from this 
j)lace. Her name was Rice. He is a most incessant talker 
and illustmtes every thing with a story. He tells his 
stories very well too, only now and then he tells the same 
one too often and sometimes become a bit too circumstan- 
tial. Nevertheless, he is an amusing companion and his 
knowledge of individuals is so gi*eat that he can hardly 
fail to be interesting. 
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Tlie Hon. Judjrc Newcoml), of Greenfield, was also of 
the convention. He had recovered his health. 

In the evening there was a party at Governor Lincoln's, 
which was niunerouslv attended. 

Oct. 7, Wed., 1833. 

Cattle Show Day. The address before the Society was 
hy the Hon. Solomon Strong, of Leominster, one of the 
Judges of the Common Pleas. I did not hear it. I spent 
the [day at] Antiquarian Hall, having no taste for bulls and 
rams and the like. The town was litemlly ci*ammed with 
people. 

According to custom there was a grand ball in the even- 
ing. It has for the last ten years, with one exception. 
l)een held at the Central Tavern, kept now by Jones Esta- 
brooks. His predecessor was Samuel Banister, and his 
predecessor was Cj^rus Stockwell, and his was Samuel 
Ilathawav. Estabrooks was born in Holden, Banister in 
Southboro, StockAvell in Athol, and Ilathawav from Hard- 
wick. But this year the hall was engaged to another set 
of dancers and we were compelled to seek out a new place. 
We finallv took the Town Hall and armyed it for the 
purjmse. The ladies with divers gentlemen were a long 
time in fixing it up. The columns were wound with 
wreaths of laurel and the windows and dooi's hung with 
festoons of the same materials. Curtains and pots of 
How(»rs, with many pretty little conceits and devices in- 
vented by the ladies, were arranged to produce the best 
effect and to set off their charms to l)est advantage. 

The noilh upi)er hall was turned into a dressing parlor 
for the ladies and the south one for the supper tiible. The 
suj)per was provided by James Worthington, keei)er of the 
Worcester Hotel. 

The party assembled for the dance at seven o'clock in 
the evening. The ladies were collected by the* managers. 
This ha^ been always the pmctice since I have lived in 
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Worcester, which is ten years last June. Hacks are hired 
at the expense of the person providing the supper, and one 
manager in each hack goes to each house, receives the lady 
or ladies, and carries them to the hall, where the other 
managers are in attendance. And at the end of the dance, 
they go home in the same way. 

There were more than an hundred ladies and gentlemen 
present. The hall was large enough to pennit eight sets of 
cotillions at once. I made the most of my opportunities 
at dancing, an exercise of which I am extremely fond. To 
accommodate some of y*" elder prigs, we were under the 
necessity of dancing alternately a cotillion and a contra- 
dance. The people fronl the city have an impression that 
contra-dances are vulgar, they ignorantly supposing that 
they are country dances, when they are called contra-dances 
from the position of the dancers on the floor. But those 
from the city, in contra-dances, seem to go wrong on 
purpose, lest it appear by going right, they had been 
accustomed to country company. So true it is that many 
people imagine that true [)oliteness is the production only 
of the little spot they chance to live in, forgetting the 
remark of Dr. Goldsmith that ''fools are polite only at 
home ; the wise are polite the world over." Our musick 
on the occasion consisted of a Base-violin, a Kent bugle, 
clarionet, octave flute and two violins. 

Oct. 8, Thurs., 1833. 

Peter Force, Esc]., of Washington, D. C, came to town 
last evening. He is engaged in collecting and armnging 
for the press the documentary history of all the Colonies 
from their origins to the adoption of the Fedeml Constitu- 
tion, April 13, 1781). He has been employed about it 
seveml years already. He has now associated with him 
Matthew St. Clair Clarke, Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of Congiess, and both are acting under a direction 
contained in a Resolve of Congress. They have, during 
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the i)ast summer, visited the State Records in all the 
Atlantic States and are now on their return to Washington. 
Tliey visited Worcester for the purpose of examining the 
collection of newspapers in the Antiquarian Hall. Mr. 
Force was with me all day. 1 have never found any one 
who was so familiar with the events of our Revolutionarv 
war as he. He had found and examined the account of 
"Concord Fight," April 19, 1775, by Dr. Ripley of Con- 
cord, and had refuted almost every statement there made. 
II is comments were as long as the account itself. He had 
done this in taverns & at such places as he could find a 
moment's rest, and I know not when I have been more 
suqirised by results than in this case. His infonuation 
ai)i)eared equally minute upon almost every tojflc connected 
with the Revolution. 

He cstal)lished the "National Journal" at Washington in 
1822 or 3, which advocated the claims of Mr. Adams for 
the Presidcncv, and was discontinued in 1830. He has 
also published annually a National Calendar, which has now 
reached the tenth volume. He promised mo both the 
newspaper and the calendar, ab initio. He is a native of 
New rlciNev and has a Huo^cnot ancestor. He is now about 
forty and has the habits and ai)pearance of a laborious 
student. 

In the evening he and Mr. Clarke accompanied me to 
Governor Lincoln's to a party. Mrs. Lincohi ahvays gives 
a dancing party the night after cattle show. 

Clarke is a prodigy at story telling. We left the paity 
at 12 and as soon as we reached the hotel where I board, 
he called for a ci<^ar and a tumbler of brandv and Good 
God ! how his tongue went ! He kept me up till near four 
in the morning. I dare not undertake to repeat any of the 
pleasant accounts he gave me. He had a most discrimina- 
ting perception of the ridiculous, which is, after all, the 
true meaning of the word " wit." He gjive a most ludi- 
crous account of his travelling with David Crockett, the 
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famous Member of Congress from Tennessee, and I know 
not where his talking would have ended, had he not ])een 
interrupted by the stage which came to carry him to Hait- 
ford. lie is a native of Pennsylvania. 

I must not leave him without attempting to tell one of 
his stories, though it will be utterly impossible to do it 
justice. He said he was travelling in the western part of 
Virginia and Crockett was with him. David had been 
entei-taining him with his hunter's stories and amusing 
adventures that had happen'd to him. They stopped at a 
public house over night, and in the morning they found 
a travelling menagerie halting in the village and near by 
the inn where they lodged. David at once decided that he 
must have a peep at the criturs. Clarke accordingly 
accompanied, but without any expectation of the curious 
scene that followed. The tent containing the menagerie 
was thronged with the villagers, who had come to see the 
"OTeatost lion" or the "finest hyena" or the "funniest 
monkey " ; and no sooner had David reached the center of 
the tent, than tipping his hat on one side of his head, 
sung out in a loud voice, " Where's the keeper of these ore 
varmunts." Upon this the proprietor, seeing David to l)e 
well dressed, went up and acknowledged himself to be the 
owner of them. " Is that are hyena for sale," said David , 
"no," replied the keeper. " Well, mister, what would be 
the damage if I should happen to kill him?" The keeper 
told him that no money would purchase him. " But, dam- 
me, Mr. Keeper," said David, "I want to try his ])ottom." 
"Why, what do you mean by that?" asked the keeper. 
"Nothing," said David, "only I want to grin at him jist to 
let you see the hair fly." And then placing his back to 
the centre post that sustained the tent, and going through 
with many mameuvres of the arms and contortions of the 
face, the keeper seeing him, ]>egan to be alaimed lest the 
fellow should really sla}' his Hyena, entreated of him not 
to do any mischief. David, however, swore and went on 
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with his prepai-ations and making up horrible faces, in- 
sisted on having one fair gi'in at the Hyena before be 
(juit. The keeper manifested so much concern for the 
safety of the animal, that his anxictv extended itself to 
the spectators & a general panic began to prevail. David 
was now persuaded to let the poor beast alone, but imme- 
diately began to trump up the Lion. He now swore out- 
right that ho must fight, for he had not liad a fight for ton 
days, and lie wanted to fight the Lion. He threw down 
his hat and put off his coat, and striking his fists, looking 

at the Lion. "You d d cowardly varmunt, come out 

here. Keeper open his box and let him out. I must fight 
him. Out with him ; O you coAvardly varmunt." And at 
the same time walking toward his cage, with such an ajv 
pcai'ance of earnestness, that the people, supposing him to 
be really goiiig to encounter the Lion, made such a rush to 
escape from the tent that they carried away some twenty 
feet of the canvas. 

C'rockett was as serious in this farce as though he had 
been in the honest discharge of his duty. So eccentric is 
the man. 

I employed myself very busily from this to the 23rd in 
working upon my Catalogue. I gave ten hours of each 
(lav to it. 1 occasionally went out of an evenin":, but not 
often. I go once every week to play at backgammon with 
Rev. Dr. Bancroft. I rarely play with any one else, ex- 
cepting Samuel »Jennison, Esq., Cashier of the Worcester 
Bank. 

October 23, 1833. 

This is tlu^ anniversary of the Discovery of America by 
C^oluinbus, and for that cause is the day for electing 
the officers of the American Antiquarian Society. Its 
annual meeting was held this day at the Anti^juarian Hall, 
in Worcest^^r. A respectable number of members was 
pivsent. The proceedings were orderly and harmonious. 
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Only one change in the officers was made, and that was 
putting Joseph Willard in the place of the lamented James 
Bowdoin, who died at Ilavannah in March last. His 
father, Thomas L. Winthrop, the lineal descendant of the 
first Governor, John Winthrop, of Massachusetts, was re- 
elected president. Four members were added to the 
Society, being nominated by me : Hon. Edward Living- 
ston, our Minister to France ; Hon. Francis Xavier Mar- 
tin, of New Orleans ; Hon. Thomas S. Grimke, of Charles- 
ton, S. C. ; Hon. Henry Wheaton, Charge des Affaires, at 
Copenhagen. 

But what appeared to me a very happy coincidence was 
that this day I received a letter from the Sec. of the Penn- 
sylvania Historical Society, informing me that I had been 
elected a member upon the nomination of Roberts Vaux, 
Es(|., who visited me at the Antiquarian Hall on the 6th 
of August last, having in his company an Italian Nobleman 
of great respectability. But I could not think much of his 
Nobleman. He was an ordinary looking man of about 30, 
with mustachios curling up to his temples which made him 
look as fierce as a devil. Though he neither said nor did 
anything wrong or improper, yet I could not look upon 
him with any sort of respect : so easily are we led away 
by prejudice. But enough of this digression. The coin- 
cidence is in my Christian name and the great discoverer, 
Christopher Columbus, and the 28rd of October. Now I 
think of it, I will mention what a pity it was that I was 
not born on the 3rd instead of the first of August, for then 
there would have been a more happy coincidence, the third 
being the day Columbus set sail from Palos on his voyage 
of discovery in 1492. 

Oct. 31, 1833. 

I had a visit today from Rev. Dr. [Caleb Jewett] 
Tenn[e]y of Weathersfield, Con., who was introduced 
to me by Dr. Sam. B. Woodward. He preached Dr. 
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[Samuel] Austin's Fiinoral Sermon. He is about sixty, 
with an intelligent face, and was so well pleased with our 
c5ollection tliat he promised me several books on his return 
to Con. lie came here to consult Dr. Woodward as his 
physician.^ 

The i)eople of the town are tiptoe to see Henry Clay. 
Meetings have l)een held to appoint committees to go and 
ask him to go through Worcester on his way to Hartford. 
It was finally agreed that he reach this place on the even- 
ing of Monday, Nov. 4, and dine with Hon. John Davis 
at his house. People are very a[)t to feel ashamed to be 
found in the company of one whom they have abused. 
And to disguise this feeling, those who had been most for- 
ward to abuse Mr. Clay, were now most obsequious in 
their attentions to him. Politicians of all stamps and com- 
j)l(^\ions were now miscellaneously huddled together, all 
striving to see who should })e the politest. National Re- 
publicans, Jackson men, Antimasons, Nullifiers — all were 
lost in the general hurly burly. Even that most con- 
temptible of all political parties, the '^ Young Men," 
showed themselves among the rest. This was the more 
remarkal)le as the Committee appointed by the Citizens 
generally contained several upon it who were under thirty- 
three. And their appearance at this time came very near 
to spoiling the anticii)ated pleasures of Mr. Clay's visit. I 
must detiiil the circumstances. After -the meeting of the 
citizens <>:enerallv and the choice of a Committee of Ar- 
ranirenients, it was mentioned by some that the course to 
be i)iusue(l by that Committee, which had been promul- 
gatecl, was not such as answered the pu})lic expectation, 
for they had done nothing more than to order three of 
their number to proceed to Boston and there receive Mr. 
Clay from the Boston Committee and accompany him and 

» Dr. Tenney, who received the degree of D.D. from Yale College in 1829, was 
l>a.stor of the Church in Wetherstield from 1816 to 1840. Dr. Austin waa installed 
over the Old South Church in Worcester in Se])tember, 1790, and remained there for 
nearly twenty-live years. 
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his family to Shrewsbury, where they would l)e met l)y the 
Worcester Committee and Mr. Clay taken into a barouch 
drawn by four horses and thus pass on to Worcester. It 
was said that this was not enough : it was too tame and 
insipid. To correct the errors in the taste of the Com- 
mittee, therefore, the " Young Men " had a public meeting 
and chose a committee to confer with the first Committee, 
and recommend additional arrangements. The Young 
Men insisted upon these three things which had ])een 
wholly omitted, viz. : firing cannon, mising suitable flags, 
and forming a cavalcade, and they were directed to see 
them executed whether the first Committee should consent 
or not. I have understood that the opinions of the first 
Committee were against all three of the ceremonies. And 
this produced unpleasant feelings among the whole of 
them. 

A flag was raised bearing this inscription : " Henry 
Clay. Honor the man who honors his country." This 
was painted on white cloth in large letters and suspended 
upon a rope or cord extended across Main St. between 
Governor Lincoln's and A. D. Foster's. In Elm Street, 
that [)asses to the west by Governor Lincoln's house, was 
placed a cannon with orders to have it discharged twenty- 
four times upon the aiTival of Mr. Clay. The cavalcade 
left for Shrewsbury at two o'clock in the afternoon & re- 
turned with the guest at four. The cavalcade consisted 
of about thirty. It passed through Main Street to the 
[Worcester] Hotel at the South end of the village where 
Mr. Clay was left for a short time, when he was carried 
to the Hon. John Davis', where he passed the evening. 

It was manifestly very bad taste to fire cannon upon the 
arrival of a private citizen. To be sure Mr. Clay is a 
Member of the Senate of the United States, but this does 
not entitle him to military honors. It was a ceremony 
introduced here by the young men and disclaimed by the 
General Coumiittee. 
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Nov. 5, Tues., 1833. 

I was visitod ])v Mr. Clay at the Antiquarian Hall this 
morning in company with the Committee. He stayed but a 
short time, when he left and went to the Hospital. Before 
conjing to the Anti(|uarian Hall, he met the citizens in the 
Town Hall where he was addressed by the Hon. John 
Davis, Chairman of y"" Committee, to which he made an 
interesting and appropriate reply. He dined with Gov. 
Lincohi. 

There w^as a party in the evening at Gov. Lhicoln's, to 
which the whole public had the opportunity of going ; and 
from the looks of the people there, one would suppose 
that few let slip so good a chance. The house was literally 
crannned. Mrs. Clay was ])resent, and so far as I could 
sec, was a i)lain, unostentatious, sensible woman of about 
fifty years of age. He is about 57, over six feet high, 
slender in make, and a little stooping, with a face pretty 
well marked, though not remarkably so. His forehead is 
large, but narrow at the top, his mouth satyrical, with a 
larrje and generously marked nose. He is rapid in con- 
v(M-sation, full of anecdote, and swears most insufferably. 
But this last <|uality is common to all Kentucky. He 
reiiucsted me upon his arrival at Washington to write 
to him giving him an account of the Antiquarian 
Socictv. 

There were present at Governor Lincoln's in the even- 
ing, lion. Ilezekiah Barnard, State Treasurer, Gen. W. H. 
Sunnier, Connnodore Elliot, superintendent of the Cliarlcs- 
town Xavy Yard, and some others whose names I have 
forgotten. 

I saw many ridiculous things in the course of the day 
and I would detail some of them were I not afraid my 
Diary would tell such tal(\s as to endanger its own 
existence, therefore I shall keep still. Mi*. Clay left for 
Hartford the next morning. 
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Nov. 12, Mond., 1833. 

I must say a word as to the manner in which I spend 
my time. The principal thing that engages me is the pre- 
paring a Catalogue of the Library of the Anti<]uarian 
Society. A part of every day is devoted to this object. 
But much of my time is lost by the calls which I receive 
from friends who come in merely to tell or hear a story. 
Such people cannot surely be aware how large a space an 
hour is in the forenoon of November. Then T have many 
letters to write, and to make copies of them is a very 
serious labor. I have very little time to read books. I 
am ashamed to enumemte the books I have read since 
Sept., because in the first place they are not such ones as 
would be most profitable to me, and in the second, because 
I have read so little. I read Goldsmith's " Citizen of the 
World " in the fore part of Oct. , Pope's Letters and the 
Dunciad. I read the ten years Imprisonment of Silvio 
Pellico with very great pleasure. I always like those peo- 
ple who love their mothers. Silvio mentions his mother 
so often in his sufferings and with such proof of true love 
and affection that I felt a much greater interest in his fate 
than I otherwise should. I know not why I should enter- 
tain such an opinion as this, but I have concluded in my 
own mind a thousand times that I should wish my mother 
to survive me. I never knew any happiness so great as 
that which arose from successful efforts to please her. But 
this is a digression. The next book I read was the 
Memoirs of Vidoq, written by himself, translated from the 
French, in 4 vols. 12 mo. This is a mai^vellous work, 
and of all the authors that have ever written, I don't 
l>elieve there is to be found in the whole body a more 
exquisite, full-blown rascal than this same Vidoq. For 
the seventh time I read ^^The Adventures of Gil Bias 
of Santillane." This is my favorite book. Every time I 

read this work, I find a great deal that is new and which 
17 
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I had not l)efore understood. Were I to choose from all 
books that which had given greatest pleasure, it would 
be Gil Bias. Next to Gil Bias, in my estimation, is 
Plutarch's Lives. 

This was election day. I went and put in my vote for 
Hon. John Davis, as Gov., and voted for the National 
Republican Candidates for the Senate. T had my pick out 
of Eighteen Candidates ! What a list of worthies. As I 
went into the town Hall where the people were collected, I 
could not but observe the fierceness and patriotic anxiety 
which predominated in the faces of some of the leading 
champions. How many distributors of votes ! A peck of 
them at least were offered to me. It is said that if vou 
hold tAvo cats near to each other and pinch their tails, 
though the}' may have lived always (juietly together, they 
will scratch and bite each other very furiously. The mass 
of the people are very much, in this respect, like the cats. 
The paity leaders pinch their tails through the newspapers 
and they fall upon one another without mercy. 

I should have mentioned on the ninth that Stephen 
Salisbury, Esq. of Worcester, was married to Miss 
Rebecca Dean of Charlestown, N. H., daughter of the late 
Mr. Dean, Pi'csident of a Bank in that place, who was a 
native of Petersham in this countv. Her eldest sister 
married the Hon. Mr. Hubl)ard, now a member of Con- 
gress from Charlestown. He is a lawj^er in that place. 
She is deceased.^ Another sister Avas mamed to Waldo 
Flint, Es(|., now^ an attorney in Leicester, and third son 
of Dr. Austin Flint of that place, who was born, I think, 
in Shrewsbury. Waldo commenced practice in Boston, 
but came to Leicester in 1830. 

Upon Mr. Salisbury's return with his new w4fe, he in- 
vited me with William Lincoln to introduce the people of 
the tow^n to them, which we did in the evening. 



^A mistake. [C. C. B.J 
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. As I have had some experience in this business, I 
must give an account of it. I have officiated in this 
capacity in almost all cases since my residence in Town 
where the new married couple have lived here. I am 
tempted to put down the catalogue. But it would occupy 
too much room. 

The process of introducing is in this way. The new 
married couple, through their friends (sometimes on the 
evening after marriage and always within a week or so) 
give notice that they will be happy to be visited by any- 
])ody and everybody at eight of clock on such an evening. 
Though the invitation is to every body it is understood to 
extend only to such as may expect to exchange visits. 
The calls are made at 8 and after. The new married 
couple take a sort of military position in one comer of the 
room, flanked with the bride's maids and bride's men^ and 
the person introducing their friends, receives them at the 
door and leading them up, announces their names. The 
names of the new maiTied couple are not mentioned, but 
only those who pay the visit ; because those who make 
the visit know very well before hand whom they are going 
to see. 

I know not the origin of this practice. I suppose, how- 
ever, that the forms and ceremonies of this introduction 
are to give a sort of sanction or solemnity to the new rela- 
tions which have been created and to make them personally 
known. 

Usually before ten, the company retires, after having 
drank wine and eaten the wedding cake. It is customary 
to make a free use of the cake, and a large (juantity of 
letter paper is furnished for individuals who may wish for 

« 

it, to Avrap up a piece of the cake in, to carry home. 
Some want it for friends, some to eat it, and others to put 
it under their pillows to sleep on, thinking it may produce 
new matches. 
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Dec. 3, 1833. 

I have a visit from my Father from Templeton who 
stays with me two days and then returns. 

Dec. 17, 1833. 

Ro])ert Treat Paine, Esq., the Astronomer, visits me 
and stavs until the 26th. He is acting: under a commission 
from the Governor of the Stat<> in making observations 
upon the latitude of different places for the purpose of 
correcting or aiding the Trigonometrical survey of the 
state which is now making by order of the Legislature. 
He is the son of Robert Treat Paine, the Poet, who was 
the son of old Robert Treat Paine, one of the Judges of 
the Supreme Court, who was the son of Rev. Samuel Paine 
of Weymouth, who married the daughter, of Gov. Treat of 
Connecticut Colony, and that is the way the name of 
Robert Treat came into the family. 

Dec. 21, 1833. 

The snow is reputed to be two feet deep on a level. 
The sloi<i:hin<r is however very fine and I made the most of 
it as shall fully appear. I employed Sam. Congdon to 
give me and the young ladies a ride. I invited seven to 
accompany me. We rode in a large double open sleigh 
with three seats, and our load, including the driver, was 
composed of nine. I would not have any gentlemen with 
mc. If there be any fun in riding with one pretty face 
must there not be plenty of fun in riding with seven? 
What a chattering they made ! Women like, they all 
talketl at once. Heavens ! what a racket ! Yet the ride 
was delightful. I enjoyed it very much. I must here 
give the names of my precious freight. And as Cotton 
Mather says of his father's publications, "Behold the 
Catalogue " ! 
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Rebecca Curtis, sister of the wife of Doc. John Green. 

Lucy A. Lincoln, adopted d. of the late Lieut. Gov. 
Lincoln. 

Catherine Jennison, d. of Sam. Jennison, cashier of 
Worcester Bank. 

Jane Wiggin, of Dedham, half sister of Dr. James 
Green's wife. 

Charlotte & Mary Foxcroft. 

Martha Parker, d. of Hon. L. M. Parker of Charles- 
town. 

We left town at two in the afternoon and returned at 
sundown. We went to Leicester •land the whole expense 
of my expedition was four dollars and twenty-five cents. 

Dec. 22, Sun., 1833. 

Anniversary of the landing of the Pilgrims ! And 
although it fell on Sunday, I could not abstain wholly 
from celebrating it. I went to meeting in the forenoon 
and heard an appropriate sermon from Rev. Mr. Hill, in 
which he gave an interesting account of the sufferings of 
the Pilgrims. 

In the morning a gentleman introduced himself to me as 
the friend of my classmate Dr. Martin Gay of Boston. He 
came to town last evening : John Alexander Barry from 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. He was born at Shelburn in the 
south west part of that province. His father is an 
Englishman, and now living at the age of seventy-five. 

I invited William Lincoln, Esc]., to dine with me at the 
Hotel. Mr. Barry was with us. He is now about foity- 
four. He gave us a minute account of Halifax. He has 
been, by his own account, somewhat distinguished among 
his countrymen. He was for three years a member of the 
Provincial Assembly for his native district of Shelburn. 
He entertained me with a four hours' story about his 
political troubles. He was unpopular with the lawyers 
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and from something said in debate wherein he alluded im- 
prudently to smuggling, he was called to order by the 
speaker, as though he had publiekly charged one Col. 
Freeman, a member, with running goods. He was re- 
quested to retire, and upon his being recalled, he was told 
hy the speaker that he must make a recantation and a par- 
ticular apology to Col. Freeman. But he being at variance 
with hun, and not on speaking terms, declined making the 
acknowledgment. The House voted this a contempt and 
he was, after much altercation, arrested and imprisoned 
during the session. But he published an account of the 
smuggling in one of the papers, and upon this, the assem- 
bly expelled him. He was again returned as member for 
Shelburn and kept his seat. 

He lias been a merchant, and has now retired from busi- 
ness, having, as T understand from him, accumulated a 
competent estate to live at his ease. His w^ife's maiden 
name was Mary Black, a native of Halifax I think. Her 
father was a Methodist minister, the Rev. William Black, 
the Father of Methodism in Nova Scotia. Her mother 
was the dau<i:hter of Ebenczer Gav, who left Boston in 
1775, as a Loyalist, who was the son of the Rev. Ebenezer 
Gay of Hingham, Mass. 

I found Mr. Barrv a vcrv intelli":ent and well infonned 
person. He has visited England three times and is now 
on a tour through the United States and when this is com- 
pleted, he proposes again going to England. 1 took tea 
in the evening with 'him at Dr. [Oliver] Fiske's, to whom 
he had a letter of introduction, and after his return to 
the Hotel, sat up hearing him talk until two o'clock. 

Dec. 23, Mond., 1833. 

This evening, I attended a party at Dr. John Gi'een's 
and played chess. I was also invited to Dr. [Oliver] 
Fiske's, with Mr. Barrv. 
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Dec. 24. 

I ffave Mr. Barrv a letter of introduction to Waldo 
Flint, Es(|., at Leicester, and in the afternoon he went up 
there. Shall I do wrong to mention here his errand? He 
put nie under a sort of i)romise of secrecy, and I must re- 
quii-e the same of my Diary. () Diary, thou art my con- 
fident, my bosom friend, my wife, to which I must 
occasionally impart my secrets, joys and son'ows ; and in 
this instance, though put to the torture, thou must not 
disclose a svllable of what I am about to entertain thee 
with. Well, then, to l)egin : He told me his object in 
going to Leicester, at which I w^as astonished. His wife 
died Jan. 5, last, and the fellow is now in hot pursuit of a 
wife. He had accidentally met in Boston with Mr. Emer- 
son, the author of the mathematical school books, who liad 
si)ent the sunnner at Leicester, and what should this 
cyf)herer do but recommend him, a perfect stranger as he 
was, to visit Leicester and examine a certain maiden lady 
there and see whether she would make him a wife ! He 
had obtained a letter of introduction to her father from 
Increase Sumner Smith, a native of Paxton, Imt now a 
School Master 1 l)elieve at Hingham, and had, before dis- 
closing his ermnd, obtained from me a letter to her 
l)rother and one also from Dr. Fiske. As I had no 
acciuaintance with him exce[)t from having seen him two 
days, I was \Qvy sparing of compliments in m}' letter. I 
offered him the letter supposing that he would decline 
taking it. He left town in the afternoon. 

'2h, I dined at Dr. Bancroft's with Hon. Jos. G. Ken- 
dall and (Jeorge Folscmi, p]s(|. I had the happiness to 
meet my old friend. Miss Lucretia Bancroft, 4th daughter 
of the Rev. Dr. Bancroft.^ She is now on a visit from 
Boston w^here she is in charge of a small school. She is 
one of the most intelligent and t-alented females with whom 



1 Mms Hancroft afterwanlR kept a yonni; ladies' school on Pearl Street in 
Worcetiter. She married in 1846, Welcome Farnum of Blaclutone, Mass. 
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I am acquainted. After dinner, we went into the back 
parlor & took a few games of whist. The Doctor and 
his wife played at backgammon. There is perhaps not 
another minister in the County who would tolerate card 
playing in his own house. He would not be willing, I 
think, to have it done too often. But how much differ- 
ence there is among the clergy in their opinions of play 
and amusement I He pla3\s at backgammon almost every 
week day of his life : & yet is he a diligent student. 
And for purity and integrity, I know of no clergyman who 
stands higher. 

I l)layed chess in the evening with Charlotte Foxcroft.^ 
28. More dissipation ! My friend William Lincoln 
came and invited me to accompany him to Millbury. He 
carried Samh Bancroft and I carried Rebecca Curtis. We 
went in the afternoon and returned at evening. We 
stayed at Whitcomb's tavern about an hour and drank 
mulled wine, a kind of stupifying beverage, made of eggs, 
sugar and hot wine. It is a species of flip. 

Jan. 1, Wed., 1834. 

I invited Samh Bancroft to accompany me to Lancaster. 
We went in a sleigh. I left her at Nath^ Chandler's while 
I went to see James G. Carter, Esq., and Carter, Andrews 
& Co. My ol)ject in Carter, Andrews & Co. was to see 
whether I could make a ])ook for them. But they were 
gone from home. I called on James G. Cailer, who is a 
native of Leominster and man'ied a daughter of the Rev. 
Mr. Packard. He lives in good stile and lias a beautiful 
situation. Ho gave me his own publications and was going 
to give me an account of his controversy with the Rev. Dr. 
[Nathaniel] Thayer, but I excused myself from hearing it 
as well as I could, knowing that if he ])egan, I should not 
get away before dark. The pamphlet containing the con- 

1 Cliarlotte Foxcroft married in April, 1838, Moses D. rhilli])8, bookseller, at 
Worcester, afterwards of the ttrm of Fbillips, Saiiii>8on ^ Co., Boston. 
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troversy has 136 pages. Mr. Carter is a fine scholar and 
of excellent talents ; but has unfortunately many enemies. 
Nathaniel Chandler, Esq., who came to Lancaster from 
Petersham, gave me Peter Heylyn's " MIKP0kO2MO2V' 
'"A Little description of a great World." [Augmented 
and revised], 4to Oxford, 1625.* His son Sam. Ward 
Chandler, who was graduated at Cambridge in 1822, was 
at Leicester Academy with me in 1817. He is now I 
believe at Taunton in the Calico Printing business. His 
mother, who is a beautiful lady, was a neice of Capt. Sam. 
Ward, late of Lancaster. Her name was Green, her 
mother being his sister — Capt. Ward married the sister of 
the wife of Rev. Dr. Bancroft of Worcester. Mr. Chand- 
ler's eldest daughter, Catherine, married Theophilus 
Parsons, Esq., son of the late Chief Justice of Massa- 
chusetts. 

Jan. 3, Fri., 1834. 

This evening came down from Leicester my new Nova 
Scotia friend who is mentioned confidentially on the 24th 
Dec. He has been sick and under the hands of a physician 
for a week past. He talks as furiously as ever. And I 
do not know that I ever laughed more heartily than at the 
recital of his adventures. He told me the whole story, not 
omitting anything. 

Widowers in pursuit of a wife act very much like 
prisoners who have escaped from confinement. When my 
friend went up to Leicester, so elated was he with the 
prospect of success, that he held nothing back. He told 
me everything. He hg,d letters of introduction to this 
and that one, and although he had never seen the fair one, 
when he spoke of her, he called her by her christian name 
in the tenderest manner possible. It was laughable enough 
to see how cock-sure he was of vanquishing her at a blow : 



> The American Antiquarian Society also has tlie fifth edition, Oxford, 1631. 
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And that, when he came to meet her personally, there 
might appear no indications of a want of love, he had 
actually ])een studying to admire her. Anyone might see 
that ho was head and oars in love already. Had he asked 
my advice as to the pmcticability of his scheme, I could 
have saved him an abundance of trouble. I knew the fair 
lady had too much good sense not to perceive at once that 
he was one of those amorous widowers who don't hesitate 
to ffive d()u])le entendres and talk love even at Church. 

As soon as I saw him uf)()n his return from Leicester, he 
slapped me on the shoulder and told me he wanted a 
retired room. Said he, " Baldwin, I have had a devil of 
an adventure." How so? "(Jood God, just look at my 
coat. When you saw me a week ago, my coat sat as snug 
as a glove ; do but look at it now : it is as loose upon me 

as a shirt. O I have had a d d time on't I tell you." 

What ! did not my friend smile upon you? " Smile upon 

me ! By she has lilted me in the worst manner. I 

thought I was a man of some sense, l)ut, damme, I begin 
to think I am a fool." After shutting the door he sat 
down and t^)ok out of his pocket a bundle of papers, which 
he had carefully filed and numbered as w^e sometimes do 
the vouchers to an account. These, he told me, were the 
result of his negociations at Leicester. It was plain 
enough to perceive by them that he had not been idle. He 
gave me an account of his reception b}- those to whom he 
had letters, and of his first impressions upon seeing the 
lady he had been in love with for the last ten days. As 
soon as he saw her, he was delighted ; when she spoke, he 
was charmed ; c^ when she lighted up her face with a 
smile, he found to his astonishment, that he was as a dead 
man. All accounts of her great merit were more than 
realized. And from that moment, he began to think of 
makin<r her his wife I He seemed to think that he had 
thought of her so much that she had no part to j)erfonii : 
she had only to consent to l)e admired. He began his 
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courtship in the English manner (and which has been 
happily ridiculed by Dr. Go[l]dsmith) by talking to the 
father. He said nothing to him viva voce, but addressed 
a letter to him. He gave the letter to the father on Fri- 
day, and I could have told him that so long a letter would 
defeat any kind of negociation, for it occupied seven pages 
of foolscap ! He had no return to this epistle until Mon- 
day moi'ning, when the father came to his lodgings and 
very politely told our adventurer that he had read his com- 
munication with great satisfaction and that his daughter 
would be happy to receive an early visit from him. This 
threw him into perfect ecstacy. Like other lovers, he 
looked upon every intimation of success as a favorable 
omen, and thought himself already too happy. He ran to 
his chamber, flattering himself all the way that he was a 
very devil among the women, to aiTay himself in a manner 
fit to receive his triumph. So great was his anxiety to get 
at her that in shaving, he cut quite a gash in his chin, 
which was now covered with coat plaster I Down he went 
to see his prize, & so sure was he of a favorable answer, 
that he had studied a speech to deliver to her the moment 
he entered the house. However, om* Knight had not been 
in the house long, before he began to think that he had 
been counting his chickens too soon. The smiles he 
looked for had turned into seriousness, and the conversa- 
tion was stiff and treaty wise. What a change this for our 
lover ! He soon found that the reverse of all his hopes 
and wishes was to l)c realized. He had got so far into the 
mazes of Cupid's net that he could not advance or retreat, 
and each struggle to effect an escape only entangled him 
more and more. After he had returned to his lodgings, 
what must he do but write the obdurate fair one a moving: 
epistle. This she answered in a most laconic manner; 
but in conse(]uence of her having underscored the word 
present in her note, he took it as a sign of her repentance 
and was going to begin the whole courtship anew. Upon 
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the strength of it, he addressed her another letter and to 
this she effectually sewed him up. There was nothing 
dubious or equivocal about it. It was in these words, 
" Mr. BaiTy must consider his acquaintance with Miss 

closed now and forever^'! Whoever heard of 

such brevity in a woman before ! Our Knight now be- 
took himself to his grief and gave full vent to his affliction. 
So much did he take to heart her coldness, that he sent for 
a physician, who bled him without mercy. He was per- 
mitted to cat nothing beyond water-gruel and for three 
days successively was copiously blooded by our Dr. San- 
grado. At all this, I laughed most immodemtely. He 
was too sensible^ of his folly to be provoked with my good 
humor. He endeavored as much as he could to brave it 
out, but in spite of his resolutions, I could occasionally see 
proof that he had I'eally been made sick by the denial he 
had met with. So true it is that very sensible minds, 
under the influence of disappointed love, indicate a weak- 
ness that makes us ashamed of our species. 

Jan. 4, Sun., 1834. 

I dined at Rejoice Newton's and went to Church all day. 
After meeting, I had long conversation with Mr. Joseph 
Lee, and as he is an ingenious old wag, I must give an 
account of him. He w^as born in Salem, Mass., and is 
now sixtv-four. He is a bachelor. His father was a native 
of Boston, whose name was also Joseph Lee and by occu- 
pation a Sea Captain and Merchant. He at one time lived 
in BeverlcAS and afterwards in Salem and died at Boston, I 
think in 1827 or 8 at the age of more than eighty. His 
sister was the wife of the late Hon. George Cabot. Our 
bachelor has seen much of the world and alwavs has been 
accustomed to good society. I am told that he has been 
famous for his attentions to the ladies and has alwavs been 
regarded by them with great favor. Though he dresses 
very ordinarily, it is easy to perceive tliat he is accomplished 
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in his manners. He has great shrewdness and his conver- 
sation is full of instruction and originality. I am greatly 
amused now and then at the proofs he gives of the advance 
of time. Having no love now for the things which pleased 
him in his youth, he thinks that such pleasures have no 
existence. Speaking of the peculiarity of the politics of 
the United States, he said to me, '*Mr. Baldwin, what's the 
use in making American affairs the subject of conversa- 
tion ? There is nothing now that's fit to be talked about. 
There has been no sensible conversation since the Peace 
between this country and England. We may see enough 
to laugh at, and repeat a stale joke ; but take my word for 
it, the days of sensible conversation are passed." 

Jan. 10, T., 1834. 

I have been laboring for a week to find some subject to 
write upon, having been invited to deliver a Lecture be- 
fore the Lyceum in this Town. I am now heartily 
ashamed of myself for having consented to deliver one, 
for I have from the beginning been opposed to them as a 
method of instruction. I have never believed in their 
utility. Lecturing does well enough when the hearer may 
ask questions & the lecturer speaks without notes. Lec- 
tures to be profitable should assume as much the ai)pear- 
ance of conversation as jmssiblc. 

I have selected as a subject the Mounds and Forts in 
the Western country and the origin of the people of this 
Continent. 

This evening we had a Lecture from Dr. Oliver Hunter 
Blood, "on the moml constitution of man," a very sensible 
and ingenious production. He is a physician in this place. 
He was born in Sterling about 1799. He was graduated 
at Harvard College in 1821, and studied his profession 
with Drs. Green and Hey wood of Worcester. He com- 
menced practice here in 1825 or the beginning of 1826. 
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He married Dorothea W. Blake, third daughter of the 
lion. Francis Blake, formerly an eminent lawyer in this 
Town, in 1828, or thereabouts. In 1829, he removed 
from Worcester to Brookfield to take the place of Dr. 
Homans who had gone to reside at Boston. Dr. Blood, 
however, returned to Worcester in the early part of 1831 
and resumed his pmctice, and is now doing well. His 
father is Hon. Thomas H. Blood of Sterling and his grand- 
father is now living at Weston, I think. But this is a 
digression. 

Lectures aTe delivered before the Lyceum weekly. 
They began in November, 1830, and have been continued 
to this time. They begin genemlly in November and con- 
tinue weekW to the 1st of April. Tickets to hear them 
are one dollar a year, and the money applied to the pur- 
chase of books.* 

Similar associations are established in a great majority 
of the towns in Massachusetts. All classes of society be- 
long to them. Lecturers take any subject they please. 
Josiah Ilolbrook is the reputed father and inventor of this 
system of instruction. 

Jan. 11, Friday, 1834. 

I saw this even^ Mr. [Albert] Hopkins, Professor of 
Mathematics in Williamstown College. He brought a letter 
of introduction to me last summer from Rev. John Nelson 
of Leicester. He is a grandson of Mark Hopkins, Esq., 
the first lawyer settled in Stockbridge, Mass., or the neigh- 
borhood. Mark was a Col. in the Revolution and died at 
the White Plains of a fever. The late Judge Theodore 
Sedgwick of Stockbridge studied law with Hopkins. 
The famous Samuel Hopkins, D.D., of Newport, R. I., 
was his brother and so also was the Rev. Daniel Hopkins, 
D.D., of [Salem, Mass.]. Mark Hopkins married a 

' Lectures were delivered before the Lyceum till 1856, at which time it was 
merged into the Young Men'u Library Association. 
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daughter of the Rev. John Sergeant, Missionary to the 
Houssatonuc Indians. Erastus Sergeant, his son, was a 
Physician and died in Stockbridge. John Sergeant, 
another son, succeeded his father as Missionary, and 
accompanied the tribe in their migration to the Onondago 
Indians, near Utica in New York. Judge Sedgwick's wife 
was a daugliter of Rev. John Sergeant, senior. Mr. 
Sergeant was born at Newark, N. J., in 1710 and was a 
tutor in Yale College from 1732 to 1736. — Soon after this 
he became Missionary to the Indians. — His son John was 
not distinguished for parts, and the Indians used to say 
that " he could not preach smait enough to make Indians 
rei)ent." 

Jan. 17, Friday, 1834. 

I received a letter last evening from His Excellency, 
Gov. Lincoln, who is now at Boston, infonning me that 
the duplicate pamphlets which the Boston Athemeum has 
offered to the Antiquarian Society, were in a favorable 
situation to be selected and that it was desirable that I 
should come down immediately and receive them. I con- 
sulted the members of the Council here and they thinking 
it proper for me to go, I got ready and went down in the 
afternoon. I borrowed twenty dollars of my friend 
Sam. Jennison, to guard against mishaps. I reached 
Boston about seven in the evening, going to Fmmingham 
in a sleigh and the rest of the way on wheels. It mined 
all day. 

Jan. 18, 1834. 

I called on the Governor in the moniing and received 
some instructions from him relative to my duties. I went 
in pursuit of sundry gentlemen connected with the 
Athemeum, but found no one who could give me instruc- 
tions. I went and examined the pamphlets and found 
them to be at least ten thousand in number, laying in a 
disorderly heap. 1 ordered a fire to be built in the room 
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on Monday moniing, and that concluded my lal)or for the 
day. 

I put up at the Ti'emont House, where I found several 
gentlemen whom I knew, and many strangers. The per- 
manent residents are wealthy single gentlemen, among 
whom are John T. Reed, a native of Brookfield, whose 
father was a native of Uxbridge ; Mr. Belknap, son of 
Jeremy Belknap, the historian ; Israel Monson, a native of 
New Haven, of whom I have before spoken ; a Mr. Eaton, 
a native of Barre. A Jo. Se[a]well Jones, from Chauco 
[Slioeco], N. C. 

The Keeper of this splendid House is D wight Boyden. 
His father, Mr. Simeon Boyden, was bom in Deei-field, 
Mass., and is now near 60 years old and lives with his son 
Dwight. The father of Simeon was John Boyden who 
was born in Groton, Mass., and died at the age of 88, hav- 
ing for his wife a daught. of Col. [James] Fry of Andover, 
that okl Col. Fry who fought the French and Indians. 

I should think the average number who sat at the dinner 
ttible was not less than one hundred and fift3\ I could not 
but admire the order and regularity which prevailed among 
the servants who attended on the table. As the guests 
took their seats each was supplied with a plate of soup. 
The meats were all upon the table under covers and re- 
mained so until the soup plates were removed. The 
waiters were then stationed along in a sort of military 
order, with their eyes all fixed upon the head waiter at the 
head of the tiibles, and at a motion of his hand, the covers 
were all instantly removed and the dishes containing the 
meat^ that were to be carved, were carried to small tables 
at each end of the Hall and there cut up as occasion re- 
(juired. The immortal Dr. Kitchener must have been 
pleased with such discipline. 

The wines were brought in immediately upon sitting 
down by the Clerks of the Bar, every guest having his 
name upon the neck of his bottle. I believe the wine 
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which is most i)rcfeiTcd is Brown Sherry and Mudeim, fur- 
nished at one dollar and fifty cents the bottle. 

The dinner hour is half past two o'clock of each day ; 
sui)per at half past five, and breakfast at eight. 

Everything in the house is conducted with the utmost 
order and regularit3\ No confusion is observable. The 
servants are very numerous and very civil and never make 
mistakes. 

I was shown the collection of newspapers that had been 
taken since the house was first oi)ened. There were many 
waggon loads of them. Mr. Boyden [offered] to sell them 
to me. I was not authorized to purchase and so could 
make no offer. IIow much he would have i)arted with 
them for I cannot tell. They had been nuich damaged 
and I had some fears they were imi)ei'fect. 

The Rev. Dr. [John T.] Kirkland, formerly President of 
Harvard College, was boarding at this house. I had no 
pleasure in looking at him. He is manifestly enfeebled in 
mind and body. He does not appear as when at Cam- 
bridge. I had a short conversation Avith him, but he Avas 
so altered from his fonner condition that I had no disi)osi- 
tion to [U'olong the interview. His wife is the daughter of 
George ('abot of Boston. 

I will here transcribe a copy of our Bill of Fare for 
Saturday, which will show how the table was furnished. 
Bills of fare are i)laced along upon every 4th or 5th i)late 
that the guests may see what they have to do. 

BILL OF FAKE. 

Pea Soup. 
Boiled Salt Fish. 
Cod's Head. Oysters. 
Corned Beef. 
Corned Pork. 
Hani. 
Tongue. 

Turkey. Oysters. 
Chickens and Pork. 
Oyster Pie. 
18 
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Anguillcs a turtan. (What is this ?) 

Mutton Cutlets. 

Fried Smelts. 

Stewed Ducks & Olives. 

Hara Coat Mutton. 

Curried Veal. 

Tongues & Sounds. 

Macaroni au parmasin. 

Koast Beef. 

Porlc. 

Veal. . 
Leg of Mutton. 

Goose. 

Turlcey. 

Chicliens. 

Partridges, 
f Puddings & Pastry. 

Dessert. 

I am a diligent readei* of Dr. Kitchener's Cook's Oi'aele, 
hut I have no recollection of all the above dishes. It is 
quite distressing to make out the handwriting of the Bill I 
have copied. I know not whether I have copied correctly ; 
I think I have ; and I would transcribe the other bills were 
they decyi)herable. The chyrography of them is abomin- 
able. 

Jan. 11), Sund., 1834. 

I was invited this morning to go and [hear] Dr. [William 
E.] Channing preach. I accompanied Mr. J. T. Read, 
but to my gi'eat disai)pointment, I heard the Rev. Warren 
Burton who was two years before me in College. He has 
been settled at Tjcchmere's Point, in (^am})ridge, but has 
recentiv been dismissed. He is the author of " Cheering 
views of Providence," and the *' District School as it was," 
both of them works which have made him favomblv known. 
His sermon was well enough, but I had made armngements 
to hear Dr. Channing. I saw only two people in the whole 
conofreffation whom I had ever seen before ; one was Zebedee 
Cook, p]s(|., an Attorney, and the other was my friend, 
Miss Charlotte Foxcroft of Worcester, now on a visit in 
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Boston. Mr. Bui*ton is a native of Wilton in New 
Hampshire. 

While at dinner in the afternoon, I was called ui)on by 
Mr. Aaron Baldwin, President of the Washington Bank, 
and invited by him to accompany him to church to hear 
Rev. Mr. [John] Pierpont. I went with him to his house 
in Essex Street and took his daughter, Adelaid, upon my 
arm and bore him company. I saw no one in the church, 
save the preacher, whom I knew. The first novelty that 
en<2:a«:ed my attention was the Ten Commandments in orilt 
l(»tters, hung uj) on each side of the pulpit, in a version 
which I had never seen before. Mr. Baldwin's family had 
never noticed the altc^mtion from the King James Version. 
I cannot now remember wherein was the difference. I 
shall write to Mr. Pieri)ont to enquire into the origin of 
the alteration. 

After meeting, I went to Mr. Baldwin's and took tea 
and si)ent the evening. I remained until ten of the clock. 
I found them very pleasant. The daughter is pretty 
enough and well educated and with abundance of good 
sense. He has three children, two daughters and one son. 
The son is about ten or twelve and the daughters under 
twenty-one. He o})tained his property in one of the West 
Indies. He was born in Newton, near Boston, and an 
account of his ancestrv is contained in his letter to me 
written in 1832. His father's name was William, I think. 
So far as I can learn we have a common ancestor about 
one hundred and fiftv vears back. 

Jan. 20, Mon., 1834. 

I si)ont tlie forenoon in selecting pamphlets at the 
Athenauim. I found my friend, F^dward Tuckemian, Jr., 
in the Librarv, who kindlv showed me all the most rare 
and curious books contained in the collection. But I have 
no time to speak of what I saw. The Libmrian, Dr. Bass, 
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has more love for shells and o])jeets of Natural Hi8tor\^ 
than for Black Letter or anything appeitaining to the 
tyi)()grai)hic art. But what right has a libmrian to have 
any affection but for Imoks and MSS.? I doubt his 
authority for any other loye, eyen tho' it be for a beautiful 
lady. Who does not know that enthusiasm, unchanged 
and undying, is absolutely essential to success? When 
we have mounted our hobby horses, we must ride through 
thick and thin, disregarding everybody and everything. 
The librarian at Cambridge has a prodigious fondness for 
bugs, but no sort of friendship for his -duties. He is the 
son of the Rev. Dr. Harris of Dorchester, and a very 
worthy gentleman, although no anticjuary. 

The Hon. John Davis, Governor-elect of the Common- 
wealth, reached the city about noon from Washington. 
He took h)dgings at the Tremont House. I called upon 
him and saluted him as his Excellency. 

In the evening I went to the theatre and saw the play 
called " Wild Oats." The entertainment was mthor dull. 
It was so bad that I did not visit it again during ray stay. 

Jan. 21, Tue., 1884. 

His Excellency Gov. Davis was this day sworn into 
office. I saw him and Gov. Lincoln together before and 
after the ceremon}'^ took place. The two gentlemen, in 
their minds and manners, are the antipodes of each other. 
Gov. Lincoln is formal and ceremonious, })oth in his indi- 
vidual and official character. He submits himself in all 
conditions and circumstances to the rigid laws of proi)riety. 
He never deviates from this rule. He conforms always to 
j)ublic taste and i)ublic opinion, and where these are in 
fault he hiis the finnness of characU^r to undertake to 
put them right. This is a good (luality in any public 
servant. His dress and personal ap})eamnce are always 
neat and fashionable. Gov. Davis has no ceremonies for 
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anybody, either in private or public life. He is the same 
informal bo(l\^ at all times. It avouM, perhaps, by some 
be called simplicity of manners. That is the name I give 
to it. He is extremely unostentatious, and without any 
show of van it V. 

But I see that mv Bill of Fare is different todav from 
what it was \^esterday, and I will introduce a copy of it :-t- 

** BILL OF FARE." 

Brown Soup. 

BoUed Cod Fish and Oysters. 

BoUed Corned Beef. 

Ham. 

Tongue. 

Turkey Oysters. 

Chickens and Pork. 
Oyster Pie. 
Mutton Cutlets. 
Fried Smelts. 
Filet de Boeuf. 
Fried I'hickens. 
Stewed Tripe. 
Boiled Beans and Pork. 
Macaroni an Parmasen. 
Roast Beef. 
** Pork. 
** Veal. 
•* Mutton. 
** Goose. 
** Turkey. 
•* Chickens. 
" WUd Ducks. 
Puddings and Pastry. 
Dessert. 

His Exd. Gov. Davis was this dav sworn into office. 
There being about six hundi'cd representatives i)resent, 
thei*e was no room for me to witness the ceremonv. 

Jan. 22, Wed., 18^4. 

(tov. Davis' inaugui'al is favorably spoken [of] by all 
parties. Gov. Lincoln departed this morning for Worces- 
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ter, having suiTenclered the chair of chief magistrnte to his 
successor. lie is the most j)opular Governor, perhaps, 
the State has ever had. He has been elected to the office 
nine times successively and declined being considered 
again as a candidate. 

(tov. Davis told me this morning that he had been 
Governor long enough. His source of embariussment 
vesterdav was his messa<re ; but todav he is thronired with 
applications for office. Well may a political man say, 
^ Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.*' • 

Mr. Isaac Mansfield, a successful merchant in Boston, 
son of Rev. Isaac Mansfield of Marblehciid, invited mo to 
spend the evening at his house. I was uncivil enough to 
tell him it would give me great pleasure to do so, and yet 
I never went near him. He wanted to be civil to iu(» 
because I had been civil to him when he was at Worcester 
last summer. But I have a repugnance to going among 
stmngers in this way. He has got forty volumes of pam- 
phlets which he says I may have. I nuist not lose these. 
I finished mv labors at the Athenjeum. 

Jan. 2a, Thu., 1834. 

I saw a prodigious sacrifice of old books today.' They 
were sold at auction, being near two hundred folio volumes. 
Thev belon<red to the colle^fe at Bamber<]: in Germanv, an 
institution that had been broken uj) by Bonaparte. They 
were sold very cheap, not averiiging more than (me dollar 
a volume. Thev were in irood condition, and most of 
them in hogskin and parchment binding. A copy of 
Antoninus in 5 vols, folio, Basil, 151(5, and one of Jerome, 
in 4 vols, fob, 1537, both in good condition, sold for cmo 
dollar and thirty-seven cents per volume I I I 



' This was proliably the sale advertised in the linslon Courhr of Jany. 22, 1834, by 
J. L. Cmininjrhnm, comer of Milk and Fedenil Streets, of " Il:ire and valuable old 
works just received from <iernuiny, some (»f which are the earliest specimens of 
printing, and of many of them there are no duplicates in this country." 
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I was subieeted to one most unexpected NewPanta- 

•' * loonH at ten 

exi)ense. I burst my pantaloons and was com- Douars! 
polled to purchase a new pair, the break being so bold that 
I dare not show mx^self in them. I gave ten dollars for 
new pair and was horribly cheated. How tailors will bite ! 

Jan. 24, Fri., 1834. 

For two reasons I concluded to return to Worcester in 
the noon stage : I did not want to stay any longer, and 
had si)ent all my money. 

I left Boston at one and reached Worcester at seven in 
the cv^cning, the stage on wheels ; fare two dollars and 
thirty cents. 

From the time of getting home to Jan. 30, I was em- 
ployed in writing a lecture to ])c delivered before the 
Lyceum in this town. My subject was the origin of the 
"American Indian." 

Jan. 30, Th., 1834. 

This evening: I delivered a lecture before the Worcester 

Lvceum. I had a very full house. They listened to me 

» ». »^ 

with as much attention as though a much greater body had 
been speaking. So true it is that the}' who show them- 
selves seldom before the public are treated with indulgence 
and even respect. There was no reason, however, in this 
case, why they should have been so respectful, for the 
lecture occupied an hour in reading and was, in my estima- 
tion, a stupid and superficial production. 

I saw Mr. Myrion Clark this evening from Manchester, 
Vt., who is a tanner in that place and a sensible man. He 
ofjive me these facts : James Clark was the son of the first 
emigrant and was born at Norwich, Con., or neighbor- 
hood, and died at Shaftsbury, Vt., in 1792, at the age of 
84. He had Jeremiah and Daniel at Norwich, ('on. 
Daniel lived at Plainfield, Con., and commanded a com- 
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pany of militia at the })attle of Stilwater, X. Y., in Sept., 
1777. Upon his death, his body was removed to Shafts- 
burv and there buried bv iiis })rother Jeremiah. He was 
voun«:er than Jeremiah and had a lar^e family. Joreuiiah 
had Jeremiah, who is now living at Nelson, Mad. Co., 
N. Y., whither he went in 171)0. He Avas ])orn at what 
is now Preston, Con. He is now 70 or thereabouts. 
Reuben, another son, was drowned at 21. James was the 
oldest and died in the Revolutionary war, and his monu- 
ment was the first one erected in Shafts])ury. • He died 
Avhile on his return from camp, at the a<re of about 21. 
E])enezer, the youngest son, lives on the old i)laee at 
Shaftsbury, and is now about (>(>. Henry died Nov. 31, 
1800, aged 87. He died at Hoosack, N. Y. The Burlin<r- 
ton battle was on his farm. Jeremiah, the father of the 
above, whose name frequently occurs in the Vermont State 
Papers, died at Shaftsbury in 1828, at the age of 84. He 
was one of the first who settled in that place. 

Myrion, who gave the a])ove, is the son of Henry, and 
was born at Hoosack, in 1790. He told me this story: — 

Mathcw Lyon, formerh' a member of Congrress from 
Vermont (before 1800, I think), lived at C'astletcm, Vt., 
and was a native of Ireland.* He married a daughter of 
old Gov. Thomas ChittiMiden,^ and left Vermont about 
1800 and settled in Kentucky, where he died. Chittenden 
Ly(m, now a member of Con<rress from Kentucky, is his 
son. After Mathew had settled in Kentucky, who was not 
of the best polish as to education and refinement [his 

• Mathew Lycm was a meml>er of Coiipcrens from Vermont 179K-1801, he afterwards 
removed to Kentucky an<l represented that state in Conj^ress 1803-1811. 

His rolliKi<m on the f1(H>r of Congress (during iiis tirst year in that iMMly) with 
Roger ( I ris wold, M. C. from Conn. (1795-1805), occasioned greatexcitement and an 
attempt to expel him from Congress. This occurrence was made the subject of a 
rough cari<?ature, entitled *♦ Congressional l*ugilists. Fight in Congress i)etween 
Lyon and (iriswold Feliy. 15, 1798." Underneath the picture were the wonls:— 

** He in a trice struck (iris wold thrice 
ll]ion his head, enraged, sir; 
Who seized the tongs to ease his wrongs. 
And (Jriswold thus engaged, sir." 
^ Thomas Chittenden was the llrst Uovernor of Vermont. 
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wife] took it into her head that she would pay a visit to 
her father at Arlington, her native place, where her father 
resided. Stmnije as it mav seem, she undertook the 
journey on hoi*seback and alone, having no companion, 
besides a small child Avhich she carried in her arms. She 
accomplished the journey and returned safe to her husband. 
It is said that in crossing a river in Ohio where it was 
thought to l)e difficult, a gentleman who happened to be 
at the ford offered to take her child and cany it over for 
her. While in the midst of the current his horse stum- 
bled and, to save himself, he threw the baby into the 
stream and made the best of his way to the bank. Madame 
Lyon seeing the jeopardy her child was in, dismounted 
instiintly and caught the child as it was sinking. Having 
remounted the beast in the river, she passed over and thus 
addressed the affrighted traveller : " You blockhead ! how 
vou've treated mv babv ! You are a miserable white-liv- 
ered, cowardly rascal, and deserve to be shot at the first 
camp we come to." 

Feb. 1, Sat., 1834. 

Yesterday I began making a Catalogue of the Pamplilcts 
I obtained from Boston. M}' zeal for pamphlets came 
nigh being quenched by the labor there is in making a 
catalogue of them. I was very busily occupied through 
fourteen days in making an alphabetical list only of about 
five hundred. But patience and perseverance will accom- 
plish anything. 

In the evenings of the first week in this month, I pre- 
pared a third edition of " Goodwin's Town Officer " for the 
press.* I am employed hy Dorr and Rowland, the 
l)ublishers, and they are to pay me seventy-five dollars — 



^ Isaac Goodwin was a member of the Council of the American Antiquarian 
Society and lived on Lincoln Street, Worcester, in a house still standing. The first 
edition of the ''Town Officer" was published in 1825, the second edition with the 
title •' New Enp^land Sheriff or Digest of the Duties of Civil (Officers " in 1830, the 
third edition in 1834, and another in 1837, edited by Benjamin F. Thomas. 
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fifty dollarn in cash, and twent\^-five dollars to be paid in 
books. All my duty consists in adding the statutes that 
have been passed since March, 1829. It is a very putter- 
ing business, and disgusting in the extreme, from the silly 
and absurd laws I was obliged to read over. The labor is 
not witho(Ut some profit to me, for I find that I have very 
great occasion to be grateful that I am an anticjuary and 
not a lawyer ; and, besides, I am admonished how much 
need there is of a suitable repentance for the mischief I 
was guiltv of while I was in the profession. Good God I 
How quick a man's heart becomes hardened whose duties 
require him to collect another man's debts ! Who has any 
respect for a police officer, whether he be judge, constable 
orattornev? And there is but verv little difference be- 
tween a lawyer of a criminal or civil court. Thej'^ are very 
much the same creature. But mv conscience should l)e 
easy on one score — I never had any love for the j)rofession. 
But this is a digression. 

Feb. 14, 1834. 

Governor Lincoln gave me today al)out four hundred 
pamphlets ! ! They are mostly political. 

I wrote, week before last, a biograi)hical sketch of the 
lion. Jonas Sibley of Sutton, who died there Feb. 5, in 
his seventv-third year. I knew him very well. He had 
been sick many weeks, and I had prepared the notice of 
him long before he was dead. It was inserted in the 
Worcester County Republican on the 12th, and contains 
my opinion of his character, exactly. I will not eulogise 
any man, dead or alive, at the expense of truth. While I 
was in partnershij) with his only son, ^lonas Leonard 
Sibley, in Sutton, now Marshall of the District of Massa- 
chusetts, I saw him every day. He had been a meml>er of 
our State Lc«:islature almost every year from 180G to 
1830, and, of coui'se, was personally acquainted with the 
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principal men of Massachusetts during that time. He 
knew evervl)odv, ahnost, and there was no end to his 
anecdotes. It Is source of regret with me now that I 
did not chronicle much that he told me. His memory was 
good, and many facts relating to the Revolution were 
interesting, and of that kind which give a better acquaint- 
ance with the peculiar character and spirit of the times 
than can he found from any history. I look back upon 
my residence in Sutton as a very pleasant part of my life. 
I went there the (Jth of November, 1830, and remained 
there just one year, when I received my appointment as 
Libmrian of the American Anti(|uarian Society. I had 
little to do with the Law, as there was little business that 
year. I went awav and returned when I chose, and had 
all manner of independence. I was very ])usy most of 
the time in collectin*? materials for a history of the Town. 
I have the materials by me now, and propose, at some 
convenient day, to reduce them to order and give them to 
the publick. 

Feb. 17, Mond., 1834. 

This day we voted for a member of Congress to succeed 
his Excellency Governor Davis. Ex-Gov. Lincoln was the 
candidate of 'the National Republican party and received * 
throughout the district overwhelming majorities of votes. 
Isaac Davis, Esc]., was the Jackson candidate. 

Gov. Lincoln received the nomination with great reluct- 
ance. He is thought by many to be insincere when he 
says that he does not want to «:o to Con«:ress. I am 
satisfied that he speaks as he thinks. He says that his 
expenses during the time he has been governor have 
ecjualled his salary, and he has not sufficient property to 
justify his la^'ing upon his oars. He had resolved when 
he declined being a candidate for governor to return to the 
pmctice of law, and by this method retrieve his fortune. 
He has property enough, such as it is, but it is mostly in 
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real estate. His hospitality is generous and such as 
l)ecomes a chief magistrate, and there is something quite 
barbarous in that public sentiment which re(|uires a party 
leader to sacrifice his own interests to the paltry advantages 
of political triumph. I am rejoiced, however, that he has 
been elected in this instance, l)ecause he is uncjuestionably 
the strongest man in the district and must sustain a high 
reputation in Congress. I gave my vote for him with 
great pleasure. 

Feb. 19, Wed., 1834. 

Mr. Jackson, of the finn of How, Jackson & Co., made 
some inquiry of me touching my lecture before the 
Lyceum on the evening of Jan. 30, and told me this story. 
He was born at St. Johnsbury, Vt., but has spent most of 
his days in Maine. In 1818 & 19, he was employed in 
clearing up a township for settlement, which lies above 
Erroll at Umbaoroor Lake. There lived near bv an ancient 
Indian bv the name of Metalluc. His residence was 
several miles from any inhabitant; not even any Indians 
l)cing in that quarter. Mr. Jackson saw him more or less 
every week. He was then about eighty ye^vn old, and is 
still living. He came originally from a tribe in Canada, 
a great many years ago, having committed a murder there, 
which compelled him to flee to this place as a retreat from 
the vindictive furv of the murdered Indian's relations. 
The occasion of the nuirder was, that upon the death of 
the chief, Metalluc and this person whom he slew were the 
two candidates to succeed to the chieftainship. He found 
him one day alone and seized the opportunity to dispatch 
him. This fact was afterward disclosed and he fled to this 
wild and secluded reodon for safetv. 

He lives wholly by hunting. His wife died many years 
ago and he had showed to Mr. Jackson the place of her 
burial, which was on the Androscoggin. The body was 
enclosed in birch bark. There was buried with it a 
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musket, pipe, tobacco, skins of animals, and many other 
articles which he supposed she might want in the next 
world. But what was very singular, and unknown to me 
})efore, was that he killed nine of his dogs, which were 
hounds and curs, and l)uried them near to her bodv. He 
gave as a reason for doing this, that it was according to 
the custom of his tribe, who had learned it from their 
fathers. 

Metalluc had once exchanged his wife. The one that 
accompanied him in his retreat had brought him nine chil- 
dren, and as he foresaw that her season of fruitfulness was 
not near an end, he sent her back to Canada, children and 
all, and i)rocured a barren one in her place, saying that 
" papooses and hunting no go together." At her death he 
watithed })y the body nine days, saying that he was not 
certain but that she was in a trance. 

He says that when he gets old he shall again rejoin his 
tribe in Canada and lay his bones with those of his ances- 
tors. 

I was invited this evening to a party at Mr. [John] 
Wright's, the head of the female academy. I was too 
unwell to attend and sent an apology. He is a native of 
>Vestford, and was my classmate at Cambridge. His wife 
is the daughter of the late Hon. Judge Prescott of Groton, 
a lady of fine mind and accomplishments.^ 

Feb. 20, Thurs., 1834. 

I was visited at the Antiquarian Hall this morning by 
the venerable William Woodbridge, now of Utica, New 
York. He is in his eightieth year, and was bora at Glas- 
tonbury, Con. He was a classmate at Yale College with 
Noah Webster, and has been a schoolmaster for fifty years ! 
He was the first Preceptor of Phillips' Academy, Exeter, 
N. H., from 1783 id 1788, when, from ill-health, he 

I Mr. Wri{i;ht afterwards had charge of the LAthi Grammar School, Worcester. 
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was out of business for about a year. In 1 789 he opened 
a school for young ladies at Medford, Mass., which he says 
was the fii'st female academy ever opened in this country. 
He says that his project was much laughed at, and both he 
and his pupils were looked upon with great contempt. 
People used to ask him deridingly, if he intended to learn 
the girls how to calculate eclypses? During ten years he 
was in a school at Newark, N. J. His son is the author 
of the school Geogmphy and Atlas and, I believe, some 
other books for education. 

He had all the airs and dry humor of an old pedagogue 
about him. I laughed heartily to hear him complain of 
the innovations that have been introduced into the system 
of education. "When," said he, "will people be done 
trying experiments? There are seveml conceited fops 
now at work attempting to palm off upon the community 
their crude and impmcticable schemes in the work of 
instruction. There's Noah Webster, old as he is, is as full 
of changes as the moon. Do but look at his productions. 
I have been striving for more than half a century to put 
down his Si)elling Book. But cui bono? It is in use 
everywhere. And there is his great dictionary, which he 
calls his * opus magnum^; what is it but a great evil. 
* Mtya liilikwv Msya haxou.* But alas, temj)ora mutantur et 
nos mutamnr in illis. We can make no progi*ess in the 
great work of education imtil we return to the point 
from which we have diverged ; but, hie labor ^ hoc opus 
est^ and I fear it is now too late to accomplish so desirable 
an object." 

He introduced his latin so thicklv that I could not 
remember half of it. Before he left, I sat down and wrote 
him a letter, recjuesting him to give an account of his 
labors as an instructor when he should return to Utica, and 
with any facts connected with his life which he might 
think of anv interest. 
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Feb. 21, Frid., 1884. 

I was visited today by R. C. Royee, Esc]., of Rutland, 
Vermont. He is a lawyer at that place and now about 
thirty-five. He is an ae(iuaintance of Mr. Salisbury. He 
told nie that he had a copy of the Vermont Statutes printed 
in 177S, which Slade, in his Vermont State Papers, says 
was not to be found. Mr. Royce kindly promised to give 
me his copy and I gave him directions how to send it to 
me. 

I spent the evening at Mr. Salisbury's, where I met 
Waldo Flint and wife from Leicester, and the wife of his 
In-other, Dr. Edward Flint. She was a daughter of Mr. 
Emerson of Norwich, Vt., who, I think, was a native of 
Topsfield, Mass. I talked with Mr. Royce much about 
Ethan Allen, and he promised to find for me some of his 
manuscripts. I wjis pleased to find that he thought well 
of him, and expressed much satisfaction that a life of him 
had been undertaken by Hugh Moore. He gave me to 
understand that he had apprehensions that the book would 
not be so good as might be expected. 

Feb. 24, Mond., 1834. 

It has been customary in this town, as it has all over the 
country, to regard the evening of the twenty-sec^ond of 
February as a season of merrymaking, it being the anni- 
versary of the birth of George Washington. The day 
falling on Saturday, Monday was made to take its place, 
and we celebrated it bv a ball at the hall of the Worcester 
Coffee House. I was one of the managers. About thirty 
gentlemen and as many ladies were present. The evening 
was passed very pleasantly. I danced every time. Our 
,musick was composed of two violins, an octave flute, 
clarionet, bass violin and an instrument called a trombone. 
We danced cotillions and contra dances alternately, and 
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kept it up with great diligence until 2 o'clock in the nioni- 
ing. Our bill was four dollars each. 

Feb. 25, Tues., 1834. 

I have been engaged for the last two weeks, in the 
evenings, in reading BosAvell's life of Dr. Johnson, and it 
has afforded nie great amusement. I had read it before, 
but the new edition contains a great many notes, which 
furnish a very complete history of the literature of England 
for the last half of the last centurv. When I read this 
book I am alternately mad and pleased all the way through 
it — mad at the insolence and coarseness of Johnson, and 
pleased with the scrupulous fidelity with which Boswell 
minutes down evervthinor he savs and does. Johnson and 
Boswell were made on purpose for each other ; Don Quixote 
and Sancho Panza were not more opportunely associated 
together. Two such persons can be scarcely expected to 
meet again. 

Dr. Johnson gives his opinion about keeping a diary 
which, in my humble judgment, is arrant nonsense. He 
would have it contain an account of one's thoughts. To 
keep such a diary would re<iuire one's whole time, and 
what benefit could be derived from it? What he says in 
relation to recording the course of one's reading is very 
proper. Every diary must contain more [or] less non- 
sense. I i)ut things down just as the}^ occur to my mind. 
I have only one rule, which is accuracy. If I am uncer- 
tain as to any facts I omit them wholly. There may be 
great use made of a journal if kept properly. I have 
often thought that Le Sage must have kept a very minute 
one, for in all his writings that I have seen he excels in 
making all his characters say exactly what thev ought to 
say. He never makes a caricature. By making notes oU 
what he heard different i)cople say, he described according 
to nature, which will always please. I will illustrate this 
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by an anecdote of my friend Alvan Fisher, the land.seiipe 
painter, of Boston. He passed the summer of 1832 in 
Worcester, and I was with him more or less every day for 
three months. We were walking through the street, and 
ne>ar by us two large dogs met and innuediately went to 
fighting. They fought most teiTificall}^ They were (mly 
a few feet from us, and I was much alarmed for a moment 
lest I should be l)itten. It occurred to me at once that 
Fisher would remember the scene and make a i)icture out 
of it. I turned round to speak to him and I was surprised 
to find that he was down on one knee with paper upon the 
other, pencil in hand, and steadily looking off in another 
direction from the scene of combat. It turned out that 
at the moment the two dogs encountered each other, a 
small lap dog belonging to Dr. Park, being very much 
frightened, had fled to the other side of the street for 
safety, and was there standing as a spectator of the fight. 
Its attitude was most peculiar, and it was this which had 
attrai'ted the attention of the artist, and before the lap dog 
had moved he had made a most perfect transcript of the 
position of two of its legs. He then added the other 
parts of the animal and laid the dmwing away in his i)oi-t- 
folio, to be introduced into a picture as he might have 
occasion. Bv this method, he would have a strikin^r 
picture. It would be true to nature, and he told me that 
it was his constant practice to make such sketches and he 
had then only to transcribe them upon canvass, and he felt 
certain that he was right. And so it is with a diary, if we 
put down conversation as it is uttered. We must record 
it at the time, and with the same fidelity that Mr. Fisher 
did in the case of the lap dog. 

Wed., 2« Feb., 1834. 

This evening [there] was a meeting of the (Wncil of the 

A[merican] A[nti(|uarian] S[ociety] at my room. These 

meetings are held the last Wednesday in each month, and 
19 
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are very pleasant. I am sorry to say that the Council spend 
too much time in talking about politics. They neglect no 
business that reciuires their attention. I should wish to 
discourse upon subjects befitting anti(|uaries, who certuinly 
ought to be above politics. 

27. This evening I i)layed at backgammon with the 
Rev. Dr. Bancroft. I plav with him once nearly evei'v 
week. 

I had a visit today from E})enezer Brigham, a native of 
Shrews])urv, Mass., and now residing at the Blue Mounds, 
in the Michigan Territory. This place is one hundred and 
fifty miles northwest of Chicago, (>() north of Galena and 
five hundred noith of St. Ijouis. lie was engaged in the 
war against the Indians in ISHl & 2, and had many narrow 
esca[)es. He knew George Force, who wjis bar])ar()usly 
nuu'dered bv the Sacs before his eves. He was coniincr 
into the garrison from the field where he had been at work 
when he was overtaken by th<» In<lians, shot, skaljwd, his 
arnis, legs and head cut off and his heait taken out and car- 
ried off upon the point of a pole ! They were beyond the 
reach of small arms. This Mr. Force was a native of 
Brookfield, Mass., and, I think, wjis second cousin to my 
mother. A person hy the name of Green, from Shrews- 
bury, was also killed at the same time. 

Mr. Brigham spoke of the Indians in the sanu* manner 
that our ancestors do. lie made use of V(»rv positive 
language. lie gave them no (juartcr. And I have never 
seen anv person vet who had been intimate with the Indians 
personally who had any sent of respect for them. Mr. 
Brigham is the uncle of David T. Brigham, Es(|., an 
att()riu\y in Worcester, and is now about forty-five. 

March 8, M., 1884. 

During the last four days I have been grievously exer- 
cised with the sick headache. 

I find that there are little patches of time which I lose, 
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which might he turned to some profitahlo account. I have 
resolved to apply them to the discharge of an obligation I 
am luider to Mr. [John S. C] Knowlton, the editor of the 
Palladium^ a new pai)er published in this town, having 
lately been erected upon the ruins of the National ^gis 
and Massachusetts Yeoman^ which, a few months ago, were 
united into one. He gives to our libmry seveml files of 
newspapers that he receives in exchange for his own, and I 
have proposed to retjuite the favor, in pail, by furnishing 
him a series of essavs. I have been nmch troubled to find 

ft' 

a name for them, but have concluded to pass them off 
under the name of the '' Reformer." I shall not take much 
pains with them, as nobody will know who writes them, 
not even Mr. Knowlton himself. 

March 5, 1884. 

I attend"* a party this evening at Fred. W. Paine's. His 
librarv contains about three thousand volumes, and amon^r 
them are juany good ))ooks ; that which I most covet is 
Pinkerton's Collection of Voyages, in 18 vols., 4to, Lond., 
))()und in full Russia.^ He has a tine collection of medals, 
which he says cost him five hundred dollars. The object 
of this party was to show off two young ladies by the 
name of Sturgis, from Boston, neices to Mrs. Paine and 
sisters to my classmate, Nathaniel Russell Stm'gis. 

Mar. «, 1834. 

This eveninjT a lecture was delivered before the Lveeiim 
by Emory Wiish])urn, Esc]., on the subject of Slavery. I 
took tea with Mrs. Buit and got badly beaten at backgam- 
mon, which excused me from attending the lecture. 



> This " Cullection '* is now in the Library of the Antiquarian Society, having 
been presented by the Rev. (leor^e Sturj^is Faine. It is in 17 vols., 4to., London, 
1808-1814. 
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Mar. 7, 1834. 

This evening I attended a party at Mr. Salisbury \s. I 
met there a Miss Hubbard, dau<rhter of the Hon. Mr. 
Hubl)ard of Charlestown, N. H., and now a niem]>or of 
(Congress from that place.* He is a warm Jackson-man 
and his daughter is a warm politician of the same kidney, 
but still a very interesting, beautiful & charmin<i: hidv. 
She has passed one winter at the seat of government which 
hjis almost spoiled her. 

Mar. 8, 1884. 

Tempestuous and rains all day, and the snow entirely 
disappears. The weather through the winter has l)een 
very uniform, tho' not remarkably cold. The slei<rhinff 
was uniformly good for three months. 

George A. Tufts, Escf., of Dudley, spent the day with 
me at the Anti(|uarian Hall. He is a member of the Bar 
of Worcestiu* County, and the only son of the Hon. Aaron 
Tufts of Dudley. He is now about thirty-six. His father 

» ft- 

was l)orn in Charlestown, near Boston, about 1772. He 
left there when he was only three or four years old, and 
accompanied his mother (whose maiden name was Stone) 
to Woodstock, her husband haviu": died shortly before at 

' C^ ft' 

Charlestown. At Woodstock she married (/apt. Benjamin 
Lyon, with whom Aaron lived until he was seventeen, 
when he left him and went to Lebanon, Con., where he 
applied himself to study, preparatory to entering upon a 
profession. Upon leaving Lebanon, ho went to Dudley, 
Mass., and commenced the study of medicine under Dr. 

' ft 

Eliot P^aton, a successful practitioner in that place. He 
remained with him until he was ready to ride, when he 
abandoned the idea of practice and went into the business 
of tmde in that town. He went to Dudley about 1791. 



1 .lud^e Henry Hubbard was a prominent Democratic politician of New Hamp- 
shire and member of Conjjfress 1829-1835, U. S. Senator 183&-1841, and Governor of 
N. H. 184-^-3. He died at Charlestown, N. H., Jan. 5, 1867. 
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He married the daughter of Capt. John Barker of Worces- 
ter, who kept tlie public house where the Worcester Coffee 
House ' is now kept, near the Court House. Capt. Barker 
came to Worcester from Sudbury, where Mrs. Tufts was 
})orn. He died about 1800. His sons now reside at 
Bangor, Me. One of them, John, was formerly a paitner 
of Mr. Tufts at Dudle}'. George is now capt. of a steam 
l)oat that runs from Boston t<^) one of the ports in Maine. 
Mr. Tufts has been a member of the Mass. Legislature for 
more than twenty vcars. He has been in the Senate, in 
the Council, one of the Judges of the Court of Sessions, 
and afterwards one of the County Commissioners. He is 
a straightforward, practical man, and, withal, honest and 
sensible. 

His son, George A., was graduated at Harvard in 1817, 
T think, studied his profession with the Hon. Levi Lincoln 
and has always lived in Dudley. He has a good reputation 
as a lawyer. 

March 11, M., 1834. 

Played at backgammon with Rev. Dr. Bancroft and 
})eat him soundly. His wife says that she plays at this 
game with him every night, from 9 to 10, and as he is 
genenilly victorious she rejoices at my good luck. 

March 13, M., 1834. 

1 must account this one of the happiest days of ni}' life. 
I received early in the morning a copy of the *'Bibliotheca 
Britanica," by Robert Watt, in 4 vols., 4to, Edinburgh, 
1824, for which I paid thirty-eight dollars. I purchased 
it for the Libmry, by direction of the Society, and Mr. 
[Samuel] Jennison, the treasurer, gave me money to pay 
for it, and I gave him my receipt. It is an exceedingly 
good book, and I do not comprehend how I have done so 
long without it. I have been in pursuit of it for four 



^ Mow called the Exchange Hotel. 
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montlis. It hjis often occuri'ed to me how imieh wo want 
such a work in this country, and since I have been I^ihi-a- 
rian, I have unifonnlv held out the idea that our Lihi-arv 
was designed to collect all the productions of American 
authors. I shall begin, shortly, to make a sort of Biblio- 
the<*a Americana, but there will I)e no occasion for nianv 
notes because our country is so new. But by makin<r such 
a book, I may get scmie fame, and of all fame in this world 
the fame of a libmrian is the most to my taste. I cnn make 
a work of this description, and a history of American 
printing at the same time. 

This evening I attended a party at Gov. Davis's. He 
was not there, being in Boston. 

I received a lonor letter today from my cousin, Emory 
Force Warren, Es(j., of Kennvdy's Mills, ChatiiU(|ue 
County, X. Y. He is a young lawyer of 23, and is 
already married ! lie is the scm of Peter Warren, Es(|., 
of (Jerry, in the same county, who married the sister of 
my mother. 

March 17, M., 1834. 

I set out, in front of the Anti(]uai'ian Hall, ten locust 
trees, which I procured from the nursery of William 
Lincoln. I broujrht them o\\ my l)ack at two loads. The 
trunks are about an inch in diameter at the irround. I 
have set out all the trees that are now irrowin^: about the 
hall. I had the help of two men one (biy and th(»y planted 
so ))adly that I have been compelled to pull up what they 
put down and supply others in their place. I )>egjin the 
planting of them in November, 1832, but the greatest part 
of them was planted in March and April, 1833.^ 

March 24, M., 1834. 

1 had a visit today from Ko))ert Pcckham, a poitrait 
painter. He now lives in Westminster, where he has 

^ Antiquarian Hall wsm on Summer Street in 1K34. Tart of the building still 
remains, Imt tlie treeH long ago dbappeareU. 
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resi(le<l for the [last] twelve years. lie has also lived in 
Boston and in various other places. He was born in 
Petersham in 1785. His father, William, was born at 
Bristol, R. I., in 1780, and is now living at Petersham, in 
his 84th year. His grandfather, John, was born also in 
Bristol, and went to Petersham about 1708, and died there 
in 179H, aged 79. Robert, the painter, never received 
anv instniction in his art. He is not distinijuished in his 
[uofession, tho' he succeeds tolerably well in obtaining 
likenesses and has always gained his living by the art. 
His portraits arc badly colored and, sometimes, are laugha- 
ble caricatures. His price is ten dollars, and his business 
is almost whollv in the countrv. I have in some instances 
seen the name of the pers(m intended to be painted written 
upon the picture, which was the surest way of identifying 
it. • He is, notwithstanding, a very worthy and devout 
man. 

March 27, M., 1834. 

On Wednesday evening I was invited to a party at Rev. 
Mr. Hill's, but did not attend on account of lameness in 
one of mv tinorers. I thrust a thorn into it about two 
weeks ago, the point of which was left deep in the flesh. 
It now pains me for the first time, and what adds to the 
misery of it, I learn that a person died in the town this 
afternoon from a similar wound. 

I will sav a word here about the Rev. Alonzo Hill, col- 
lea":ue of the Rev. Dr. Aaron Bancroft. He was born at 
Harvard, Mass., June 20, 1800. He was graduated at 
Harvard College in 1822. In 1823-4 he was the P^nglish 
preceptor in Leicester Academy. He studied theology in 
the school connected with Harvard University, and was 
ordained in Worcester, as the colleague of Dr. Bancroft, 
March [28, 1827]. He married Miss Clarke of Princeton, 
neice of the Rev. Samuel Clarke, a Unitarian clergyman, 
then of that place, in 1831, but now settled in Uxbridge. 
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Mr. Hill's father's name is Oliver, who was horn in 
Harvard in 1772. His gmndfather, Samuel, was horn at 
Stoneham, Mass. ; and his father was also Samuel, who 
was born in Leicester, Enjrland, and was the fii'st of the 
famih^ in this eountr}'. He died at the age of about 30 of 
a cancer. Rev. Mr. Hill's mother's maiden name wsis 
Goldsmith, of Harvard, where her father resided. 

March 30, 1834. 

I was introduced todav to Dr. Jonathan Barber, Pro- 
fessor in Harvard Universitv. He is vA^ell-known as a 
convert to the doctrines of Drs. Gall & Spurzheim, and is 
now eminently distinguished as a lecturer on Phrenology. 
His lectures at Salem and Providence have given him an 
established reputation. He is, personally, very communi- 
cative and most furiously devoted to Phrenolo<ry. I went 
with him to the Hospital to see him treat the bumps of the 
patients there, and found him very pleasant and instructive 
in his observations and remarks upon them. He felt of my 
head and (juite surprised me with the infonnation that I 
had the true developments of the anti(|uarian taste, which 
consisted in the organs of veneration, benevolence and 
ac(|uisitiveness. Venemtion made me respect antiquity 
and acquisitiveness gave me a taste to gather and collect. 
The first was proper enough, for T could readih' acknowl- 
edge the truth of it. I have many times wished I could 
be religious, and were it not that I sometimes cany myself 
with a " light carriage,'' I would become a Church member. 
I once doubted the truth of the divine origin of Christian- 
ity, but now I am cured of that, having I'cad the New 
Testament in the Greek and thought enough upon the 
subject to convince nn'self of its truth, and that \\\\ own 
happiness, if nothing more, would be reason enough why 
I should embrace it. The organ of acquisitiveness induced 
me, at first, to declare his science a humbug, because 1 
supposed it to be the bump which predisposes one to get 
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money, which has no connexion with my character. I 
can not persuade myself that money is of any vahie 
beyond present wants, and I cannot get a fourpence half- 
penny ahead. But he said this was the organ that led me 
to collect books and antiquities, and herein I believe the 
bump pei^forms its functions very well. 

April 1, Tues., 1834. 

This day was a busy one with me. I moved my lodg- 
ings from the Worcester Hotel, or, as it is now called, the 
" United States Hotel," kept by James Worthington and 
William [C] Clark, at the south end of the Main St. to the 
Worcester Coffee House,' kept by Farnsworth and Harris, 
which is opposite the Brick Meeting house and near the 
Court House. I pay three dollars per week and have mj' 
washing done, and from Oct. 1 to April 1st am to have a 
chamber on the second floor to myself and furnished with 
fire and lights for the evenings, and through the summer, 
from April 1 to Oct. 1st, I am to have a parlor to myself, 
with fire and lights when I want them. Wine is to be 
charged to me at seventy-five cents a bottle, and to be such 
wine as he furnishes to stmngers at one dollar and fifty 
cents a bottle. 

Yesterdav, came to see me Dr. Thomas Steams of Sud- 
}>ury. He is now preparing a history of that ancient 
town for publication. He was born at Lincoln, Mass., 
Aug. 8, 1785. He was fitted for College, but never 
entered. He has one brother, settled as a minister at 
Dennis, on the cupe, and one at Row, in the western part 
of the stjite. His father was the Rev. Charles Stt^arns of 
Lincoln, who was born at Leominster and died in 182G. 
His father was Thomas, who was born in Suttcm, Mass., 
and his father was Samuel or Ebenezer, — which mav be 
ascertained from the Sutton Records, — who was born in 



Now the Exchange Hotel. 
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Lvnn. He went from L>'nn to Sutton and aftervvartis 
returned, tho' Mr. Anthonv Dike of Sutton, then in his 
90ieth year, told me that he went from Sutt<)n to Brook- 
field. 

Dr. Stearns infonns me that he went to Wiscassett, Me., 
in 1808, where he studied medicine with Dr. Adams, who 
went also from Lincoln, and pmctised in that town one 
year, when, in the lattiu* part of 1812, he removed to 
Mount Vernon in that state, and there remained till 1817, 
when he returned to Lincoln and the same year esbihlislied 
himself in Sudhury as a Physician, where he has resided 
ever since. His seccmd wife, who died in 1833, was the 
daughter of the Rev. Mr. Pi-entice of Medfield.> His fii-st 
wife was from Cohasset, whom he found at Wiscasset, 
teacher of a female academy therq. She died in 1822 or 3. 

I found him very well informed upon the subject of our 
early history, particularly in relation to Sudbury. He 
told me many anecdotes which I had never seen ])efore, 
and I entreated him to publish everything ccmcerning the 
battle at Concord. The account of that skirmish has been 
so abominably mangled by the Rev. Dr. Ripley that the 
true history will be lost unless preserved hy Dr. Stearns 
and Mr. Shattuck in his promised history of Concord. 

Deacon Josiah Havnes was one of those who went from 
Sudbury to protect the public stores at Concord. Dr. 
Stearns says that six companies of militia went from 
Sudbury alone, embi-acing almost every person in the town 
between the a":es of sixteen and seventy. This Deacon 
Havnes was a person of singular courage. He was then 
ei<rhty years old, and when the British be«:an to retire and 
return to Boston, this old veteran pursued them in the road, 
and when he had come up within musket shot he deliber- 
at(»ly drew up his old gun and let drive among them. As 
soon as he fired and began loading again the British turn** 
round & a great number discharged their pieces at him at 

* This was probably Dr. Thomas Freutiss, minister at Medfield, 1770 to 1814. 
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the .same time. He was literally shot to pieces. Fourteen 
wounds were found upon his body. 

There was a Deacon Farrar who was also distinguished 
on the same occasion. He was from Lincoln, and walked 
to Concord upon the news of the approach of the British. 
He was advanced in age, and his gun, powderhorn and 
balls, together with a walk of three miles, had quite ex- 
hausted him. Being much fatigued, he went into a house 
and sat down to rest himself. As he was sitting in a chair 
a British soldier entered the house, and seeing so venerable 
a personage with his musket and powder horn, sung out to 
him, " What are you after, you old Rebel?" "Come to 
fight," was the Roman answer of our Deacon ; whereupon 
the soldier seized the Deacon's gim and, going to the door, 
discharged it. into the air, an<l then cut the ribbon or string 
that swung the powder-horn over his shoulder and threw 
the powder away ; and, upon this, fled. 

He gave me a story which he had from Deacon Moody 
of Mount Venion, which was new to me. It refers to the 
pmctice which was (common to all the New England churches 
to some time between 1750 & 75. I allude to the con- 
fessions made in open church by those who had committed 
fornication. Deacon Moody had lived in the Coos country 
in New Hampshire, where the practice of confession was 
after this manner. The female who liad committed this 
filthy abomination, in the beginning of the exercises of 
the meeting house, went of her own accord and took her 
seat by herself near one of the deacons, front of the pulpit, 
and there sat on a h)w stool. After the exercises were 
over, the minister looked down upon her and asked, " What 
do you sit there for?" "I am on the stool of repentence, 
sir." "Whv?" "For the sin of fornication, sir." "Who 
tempted you to it?" "The Devil, in the shape of John 
French, sir." And so the good minister went on catechis- 
ing her and, finally, concluded with an exhortation to 
irreater chastitv. 
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I believe the common mode of confession was for the 
guilty one to go into the broad aisle and confess the sin 
briefly & there the farce ended. In all our old towns 
there was a part of Church Record devoted to this 
kind of [)ecadillo. And the Record has l)een usually made 

up in this way : Betty , such an one, giving the 

name, " this day, in open church, confessed and bewailed 
the sin of Fornication." 

Dr. Stearns says that the Rev. Mr. [Israel] Loring would 
not baptise children that were l)orn on the sab))ath day, 
because it afforded proof that they were begotten on the 
sab1)ath day ! This doctrine was exploded & the parson 
compelled to retract his error, however, upon his own 
wife, on that day, having presented him with a pair of 
twins ; and, upon this event, all those in the to>vn who 
had been so unluckv as to be born on Sundav were after- 
ward baptised — ^all of which appears from the Church 
Records. 

Dr. Stearns continued with me Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, and, instead of making use of books as he 
intended, we spent most of the time in telling old stories, 
and I do not know when I have passed three days more 
pleasantly. He is a sensible man and a most surprising 
memory, and I have no doubt will make a good histoiy. 

April 3, Thurs., 1834. 

This was the Annual Fast, but I did not know it until 
the bells rang for meeting at half-past nine. I did not go 
to Church. 

April 4, 1834. 

I had a visit todav from the Rev. James Fitton, a 
Catholic Priest from Hartford, Con. He told me he was 
the first native of Boston who had ever preached the 
Catholic faith in New England. He was born in Boston, 
April 10, 1805, and is going to spend his birthday with 
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his mother at Bcston on Thursday next, when, he says, he 
shall he twenty-nine years old. lie was the editor of 
the Catholic Presa^ a newspaper published at Hartford, 
which, he says, run him in debt a thousand dollars. 
Before he went to Ilailford he was among the Passyma- 
(|uoddy Indians. His father's name was Abraham Fitton, 
who came from the County of Lancaster, England, to 
Boston, about 1790. His mother's maiden name was 
Welch, a native of Wales, and is still living. His father 
is dead. 

April 7, 1834. 

Mr. Fitton yesterday assembled the Catholics now in 
this town, and with those who came from the factories at 
Clappville and Millbury, he had about sixty, besides 
women and children. He was subjected to some difficulty 
in finding a convenient place to hold a meeting, but at 
length obtained consent to hold it in the new store erected 
by Mr. Bailey, which is constructed of stone and stands 
on the north side of Front Street, on the west bank of the 
Blackstone Canal. I believe this to be the first Catholic 
semion ever preached in this town. After service was over, 
a subscription was taken, with the view of raising mone}' 
to erect a chapel or church, and, what is very surprising, 
five hundred dollars were soon subscribed. And in addi- 
tion to this, another hundred dollars were procured to 
defray Mr. Fitton's expenses from Hartford here and to 
ena))le him to visit the Catholics in different places in 
Massachusetts and (Connecticut.^ 

April 12, 1834. 

I spent the evening in company w4th Francis C. Gmy, 
Escj., of Boston, who is one of the Trustees of the Lunatic 
Hospital in this town. He is something of a Bibliographer, 

> In 1841 the first Roman Catholic Church in Worcester was dedicated as Christ 
Church, and Father Fitton liecame the pastor, remaining in Worcester till 1843, 
when he removed to Boston. 
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and having visited nlo^st of the large libmriens in Europe, T 
found his conversation very pleasant. He gave me one fact 
which I did not know of l)efore, which was that Daniel 
Leonard, a Commissioner of the Customs at Boston, was 
the author of the essavs over the signature of Massachu- 
settensis, and not Jonathan Sewall, as the elder President 
Adams has affirmed. Having lea-rned that such was the 
fact from his cousin, Judge Cliipman, of Nova Scotia or 
New Brunswick, he procured a letter from Mr. Leonard 
himself, acknowledging that he was the author of Massa- 
chusettensis. Mr. Adams was the author of Novanglus, 
pul)lished in 1774-5, in a Boston newspaper. 

April 17, 1834. 

During this week and the last, I have attended a course 
of Lectures on Phrenok)gy hy Dr. tfonatlian Barber, now 
teacher of elocution in Harvard University. The course 
consisted of eight lectures. He had about 250 to hear 
him at one dollar each. As a lecturer I like him much. 
I am not so well pleased with what he said upon Phre- 
nology as what he said upon subjects which he introduced 
to explain his favorite science. His manner is very good. 
He had nothing written, and I have never heard any one 
speak who had a more perfect command of language. I 
am a convert to his doctrine to a certain extent. The 
weight of evidence in favor of the correctness of the 
doctrine is too crreat to lie thrown down bv ridicule. It 
must be j)ut down as it has been put up, by facts and 
arguments. 

I was visited today by Mr. Lewis Weld, principal of 
the Institution for the Education of the Deaf and Dumb 
at Hartford. 

I have inserted so much in my Diary relating to per- 
sonal history of individuals that I believe, by continuing 
it, I may some day make some use of it. I am much 
troubled to make people talk about themselves, and I dare 
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not let them know what ii.se I make of the information 
they jrive me. Some, if they knew I kept a diary, would 
not say anything, and others would say too much. I found 
one today, Frederick W. Bottom, Esq., of Southbridge, 
who would not mve me any account of himself. All I 
could get out of him was that he was born in Plainfield, 
Con., in 1780, and was graduated at Brown University, 
and that his father died at Newant, near Norwich, Con., 
in 1831. Jesse Bliss, Es(i., told me that he was born at 
Brimfield, Mass. But he gave me this account of Jacob 
Mansfield, Est]., a lawyer, fonnerly at Western, now 
Warren. Mr. Mansfield was born at New Ipswich, N. H., 
and established himself at Western about 1810. He 
absconded in Dec, 1831, and has never returned. He 
attended the Dec. Court at Worcester and went to Provi- 
dence on foot, and being a ])artizan of Gen. Jackson, went 
to Washington in the hope of procuring some post under 
the Government. In this, however, he was disappointed. 
He returned to New York, and went to Rome in that state 
and spent a few days with Dr. Blair, who was a son of 
Lieut. Blair of Western. He was afterwards seen in 
Buffalo, poor & ragged, & it is believed that he is not now 
living. He was intemperate in his habits, and had been 
for some time before he left Western. He was alwavs 
called "Lord Mansfield." Perhaps no man ever wrote a 
more WTetc*.hed <& abominable hand than he did. It was so 
indecypherable that he could not read it himself. Success- 
ful [)leas in almtement have ])een made to his writs because 
thcv could not be read. He married a dauofhter of Gen. 
Cutler. 

April 19, 1834. 

Anniversary of the battle at Lexington. I drank a 
«^lass of wine bv mvself in conmiemoration, of the event, 
and spent the afternoon in [)lanting trees about the Anti- 
(juarian Hall. I have now planted all I designed to in the 
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beginning. I have set out, perhaps, five hundred of 
different kinds. I have dug them up in the woods and 
brought them on my l)ack without the assistance of even a 
boy, except a))out two days' work of one man, and he was 
engaged a j)art of the time in other business. They ^vill 
afford a comfortable shade for my successor, if I should 
not live to enjoy it myself. 

April 22, 1884. 

William Huntincfton called on me today. He is now 
studying medicine with Dr. Josiah Flint of Northampton, 
son of Dr. Austin Flint of Leicester. He was in the 
class after me at Harvard College. His brother, Charles, 
is now settled at Northampton as a lawyer & married a 
daughter of the late Hon. Elijah H. Mills of that place, 
and was graduated at Harvard College in 1822. They 
were both born at Lit<»hfield, Conn. Thev are the sons of 
the Rev. Dan Huntington, who now resides at Hadle}', 
near Northampton. 

Mr. Joseph E. Worcester, the Geogi*a[)her, spent the 
forenoon with me at the Anti(iuarian Hall. He told me 
that, when in London, he saw in the possession of Obadiah 
Rich, the American Bookseller, the correspondence of 
Gov. Bernard of Massachusetts, which had been rescued 
from a person who was going to make use of it as waste 
paper. Rich asked a thousand dollars for the whole 
collection. Mr. Worcester made a calculation of the extent 
of it if printed, and found that it would fill seven or eight 
common octavo volumes. It extended from 17(^5 to the 
peace of 1783, and only a very small portion has ever 
been printed. 

23 April. 

Mr. Huntington, mentioned above, delivered an address 
on the evening of the 23rd at the Town Hall, on the sub- 
ject of slavery. I found by his conversation that he was 
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ii rank alK)Iitioni.st and, not exactiv liking hi.s principles, 
(lid not go to hoar him. 

April 25. 

There came to see me todav Bjirueh Cliase, Es(j., of 
Ilopkinton, X. II. His ol)jeet was to [)roeure my aid in 
hunting up his ancestors. He was ])orn at Sutton, Mass., 
March 27th, 17H4, and is the son of Dudley Chase, who 
died at Cornish, \. H. Dudley Chase was the first man 
who settled in Cornish. He left Sutton, probably, in 
17<U, and went first to Alstead, N. H., where he remained 
1)ut a few months, when he removed to what is now Cor- 
nish. He arrived there with his family in June, 17(>o. 
iVt that time there was no road from (vharlestown through 
C'laremont, and he carried his family & <i:oods from 
Charlestown to Cornish in a boat on the Connecticut. 
They landed near where the Episcoi)al Church now stands, 
lat€ in the afternoon in the fore part of June, 17H5. At 
that time there was no inhabitant in Windsor or in any 
town to the north of it, on either bank of the river. The 
original forest of pine stood in all its primitive grandeur 
and magnificence. 

After Mr. Chase and his family had landed, they inmie- 
diately began to erect them a small hut to afford them 
shelter for the ni<i:ht. It was nearly finished when, as bad 
luck would have it, the hii*ed man felled a tree directly 
aiu'oss it and comi)letely smashed it. This deprived them 
of all kind of shelter, and during the night they were all 
drenched by heavy showers of rain. The next day they 
1)uilt a comfortable shanty. 

It is not certain that it was June, 17()5, that Mr. Chase 

1)egan the settlement of Cornish, ])ut he thinks it was, from 

the fact that he was born in Sutton, and his sister Alice, 

a1)out twenty months younger than himself, was born at 

Cornish. And he is certain that his father arrived there 

in the early part of June, as is above mentioned. 
*20 



294 American Antiquarian Society. 

Jonathan Chase, afterwards General, brother to Dudley, 
went from Sutton to CJorni.sh a vear or two afterwards, 
and also their father, Samuel (^hase, who became a Jud*?e. 
The epitaphs of all three, with many others of the 
family, may be seen in \\\y volume of epitaphs, copied in 

They called the place (Cornish from the circumstance 
that the ancestor of the family, A(|uila Chase, came from 
Cornish in Cornwall, about 1(>4(), and settled at Hampton. 
In my manuscripts relating to Sutton is an account of this 
Aquila and his posterity. 

Hon. Dudley Chase of Rovalton, Vermont, is a brother 
of Baruch, above named, and so is the Rev. Philander 
Chase,^the founder of Kenyon (college, Ohio, now settled 
on the River St. Joseph, in the Territory of Michigan. 
Another brother, Salmon, was settled as an attorney at 
Portland, Maine, as early as 1788, and died in middle life. 
He was a competitor with the Hon.- Daniel Davis, late 
Solicitor General of Massachusetts, and enjoyed a high 
reputation in his profession, and at the time of his death 
was en<raffed in extensive and lucrative business. Dr. 
[John C.] Howard of Boston, married one of his daugh- 
ters. The Hon. Ithamur Chase, ^ late of Keene, X. H., was 
another brother, and the inscription on his monument ma\' 
also be seen in my volume of epitaphs. Baruch Chase 
was graduated at Dartmouth (College, commeiu'ed the prac- 
tice of law at Hopkinton in 17IH), and has been there ever 
since. He married a sister of Benjamin and Timothy 
Wiggin, both eminent and wealthy bankers in London, 
who are natives of Hopkinton, X. H. Mr. Chase was 



^The l>ook of epitaphs referred to, now in the Hhrary of the Antiquarian Society, 
is a quarto volume, containing about fourteen hundred iuHcriptions copied from 
gravestones, in various towns of Massachusetts ami New Hampshire. From grave- 
yards in Claremont, Charlestown and Cornish, N. H., over four hundred have been 
copied, and about the same number in Grafton, Millbury, Templeton and Winchen- 
don, Massachusetts. 

'Bishop of Ohio and afterwards of Ulinois. 

* Father of Hon. Salmon 1*. Chase. 
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formerly president of one of the banks at Concord, X» II. 
He remanied with me at the Anticiuarian Hall a week. 

. April 2(1, 1884. 

Mv father came to see me and staved with me three 
days. He returned to Templeton on the 3()ieth, ])eing 



in good health. 



April 21), 1834. 



La^t evening, I found at my l)oarding house Rev. Sereno 
Kdwards Dwight, son of the lat« Timothy Dwight, Presi- 
dent of Yale College. He went with me to the Anti(]uarian 
Hall, where he remained all day. He gave an account of 
his visit to Europe and of many of the large libraries 
which he saw. He is a brother of Henrv E. Dwi^fht, who 
was in Kurope at the same time, and who published an 
account of what he saw in his travels. He is too dogmatic 
to be ])leasant as a companion, though he is acknowledged 
to possess fine talents and a well cultivated mind. He 
spoke of Jonathan FMwards, the metaphysician, with great 
approl)ation, regarding him as the greatest man this country 
had ever produced, and that he enjoyed this reputation in 
Europe. He has published an edition of his works in ten 
volume>i 8vo., with a valuable memoir of him. He is also 
the author of the Life of Brainerd. I spent the evening 
with him at the house of Stephen Salisbury, Escj., where 
he greatly shocked the ladies hy saving that there had been 
no tolerable female poet since the days of Sappho ! which, 
though it be true, was a very ungallant speech, and I could 
have told him it would have got him into hot water. 

April 80, 1834. 

This evening the Council met at my room, and the}' 
consented to let me purchase twenty-five dollars worth of 
books. Amou": them are the Roval Commentaries of 
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Garcilaso de la Ve<ra, in S[)ani.sh and Enofli^sh, Kaliir.s 
tmvels and Coxe's tnivels in Carolina in 1727, and Old 
Baker's Chronicle. 

May 1, isa4. 

I nuist mention here that it snowed on Sunday last nearly 
all day. The weather is eold and uneonifortable. 

May 2, 1884. 

I had a yery aofreeable visit from Miss Z. P. Gi"ant, 
Principal of the Female Seminary at Ipswich, Mass. She 
formerly had a school at Derry, N. II. Her establiashnient 
at Ipswich is now in great repute, and she is among the 
most distinguished of her sex for talents in New England. 
She is now on a tx)ur to the Western Country, having no 
gentleman with her, hut is to meet four of her pupils, 
young ladies, at Hartford, who are to be her travelling 
companions. 

May 3, 1884. 

Chief Justice Shaw spent the afternoon with me at the 
Anti<]uarian Hall, it being Saturday and the Court not in 
session. He talked, and I listened. He is very corpu- 
lent and yet very comnumicative, and has a fondness for a 
good story. I wish I could report conversation with 
detailed accuracy ; ])ut mv memory is so completely treach- 
erous that I caimot do it. I ought to rccf>rd, at least, ten 
folio pages of what he said to me. Among the interesting 
facts which he gave me was one relating to the Regicides 
of King Charles II. Rev. John Russell of Iladley, who 
entertained and |)rotected Goffeand Whallev, died in 1(>1>2. 
His son, Jonathan, was ordained as the minister of Barn- 
stable, in the old Colony of Plymouth, and the Chief Justice 
informs me that there is a tradition in the Russell family 
and among the successors of Rev. Jonathan Russell, that 
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all the inamiseripts of the Regicides, upon the death of 
Rev. John Russell of Iladley, came into the possession of 
the Rev. ,Tonathan of Barnstable, and were preserved in a 
chest by themselves. But the small pox having been in 
his family, and the purification of the house afterwards 
being necessary, this box of papers was destined to a sad 
end. A hole was dug in the ground somewhere in the 
neighborhood of the house, and the box or chest, papers 
and all, were interred together and have never been taken 
up. And the spot where they were buried is not now 
known. 

How much reliance may ])e placed upon the truth of this 
tradition 1 cannot tell. I have given it as I received it 
from the Chief Justice, who, being an Old Colony man, 
would give the tradition accun-ately. I have never heard 
of but few of the manuscripts of the Regicides. Ezra 
Stiles, hi his account of them, mentions that Governor 
Hutchinson of Massachusetts had the Diarv of Whallev, 
and any one might know this who had seen his note (in 
the History of Mass. ) relating to them, for he has com- 
|)riscd nearly as much in a note of two p^iges as Stiles has 
in a whole volume. 

I have omitted to sav anvthinsr aliout the ancestors of 
the Chief Justice, because he wrot« me a letter two vears 
ago, wherein he gave me a full account of them and of 
himself, too. 

May 8, Thurs., 1834. 

Hon. Calvin (ioddard of Norwich, Con., spent the fore- 
noon with me. He has in his possession seveml bundles 
of manuscripts which belonged to Gov. Huntington. He 
says he will send them all t<» me as soon as he returns to 
Norwich. Rev. William B. Spmgue of Albany, N. Y., 
formerly of West Springfield, Mass., has [)icked them 
over and carried awav many of them. I fear he has taken 
the meat and left me the shell ; for he lias so nmch furv 
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about him in colleotinfr autogi'aphs that ho would carrv off 
everything that had a name attached to it. I aui he^irtily 
glad he haa gone out of New England, for he is so uiueh 
esteemed wherever he goes that people let him into their 
garrets without any difficulty, and, being a Doctor of 
Divinitv, thev never think to look under his cloak to see 
how many precious old papers he hears off with him. 
But I have directed Mr. Goddard to send me box and all, 
lest Mr. Sprague should think he might have forgotten 
something and return to it. 

Mr. Goddard was born in Shrewsburv, and an account 
of his ancestrv'mav be seen in a little book published bv 
William Austin Goddard, at Worcester, in 1833, 12m<). 
He is a brother of the elder Luther Goddard of Worcester, 
and enjoys a very high reputation as a lawyer in (Connecti- 
cut. Asa Child, Es(]., now United States District 
Attornev for Connecticut, a native of Woodstock and 
brother of Linus ('hild, Es(|., an attorney at Southbridge, 
married his daughter. 

He gave me this anecdote about the father of the Rev. 
Doc. Nath' Emmons of Fmnklin. He was a Deacon of 
the Church at East Iladdam, Con., and was remarka1)le 
for credulitv, as well as for his pietv. There lived in his 
neifirhborhood an old maid bv the name of Mcrcv Hosiner, 
and he was often heard to s|)cak highly in her favor; and 
a wag, who knew the good Deacon's frailties, met him one 
(lav and said to him, "Deacon, have vou heard the news?" 
"No," said the Deacon. " What I '' encpiired the wag, 
" have you not heard of the new order of the King and 
Comicii?" "No, I have not. What is it?" " Whv, it 
has just been reported that his Majesty, for the purpose of 
nudti|)lying the population of the C'olonies, has ordered 
and enjoined that every person in the Colonies who has a 
property worth live hundred Pounds, may have two 
wives I " "Two wives ! " said the Deacon. " Yes," replied 
the wag, " and there is no doubt it has been done to enable 
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us to sustain ourselves against the French and Indians." 
The Deacon, looking him in the face, said hastily, " Well, 
well ; I have more than £500." Believing the news to be 
correct, the Deacon hastened home to his wife and told her 
the change that had been ordered bv Government, and, 
l)rotcsting in his loyalty to his Majesty and his detestation 
of the French and Indians, said to her, " My dear ! what 
do you say to my speaking to Mercy Hosmer?" ''Poh! 
Deacon. I have no doubt if vou were to write to the King: 
and tell him that we have added twelve sons to his subjects 
ah'cadv, and that our little Nattv was born when I was in 
mv fiftv-third vear, he would not only excuse vou from 
the expense of a second wife, but settle a pension upon 
us for what we have done thus far." 

May 9, Fri., 1834. 

Henry Rogers came to see me today and, as he has done 
the "state some service," I must give him a place in my 
chronicle. He was born at New London, Con., Aug. 6, 
178(). His father was William Rogers, also born in New 
London, but died when Hein*y was (juite small. Henry 
l)egan to learn his tiade as a printer with [James] Springer, 
the publisher of the Weekly Oracle^ a newspaper printed 
at New London. When he was fifteen he went to Hait- 
foid and entc»red a printing oftice there, where he remained 
five vears. He left Hartford and went to Boston, and 
worked as a journeyman for Samuel T. Armstrong, now 
Lieut. -Governor of the Commonwealth. He remained in 
Boston two months, when he came to Worcester', which 
was in November, 180G, and on the 11th of March, 1807, 
issued the National u^gis in his own name, being then 
publisher and, nominally, editor. Edward D. Bangs, Esq., 
now Secretary of the Commonwealth, was the real editor 
and furnished most of the editorial matter. He continued 
to be proj)rietor and, most of the time, "ditor until 
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Decem1)or, 1824, when the paper went into the hands of 
Charles Grlftin, and he has had no connexion with it siiH'c. 
From that time to the present he has l)een empU)yed as a 
journeyman printer in the different printino; osta])lishjnents 
hi town. 

May 10, 1834. 

I have been enjrafred during the eveninji:s for a few 
weeks past in preparing for tiie |)i*ess the third edition of 
Goodwin's Town Officer. I arninnred the laws the first 
week in February, and have now added a new index. This 
evening I completed it and wrote a short preface. [See 
Feb. 1, 1834.] 

I have had but little time to read during the winter. I 
have so many interru[)tions from invitations to parties and 
numerous calls of one kind or other, that I feel as though 
I did nothing. Yet I keep busy about something ten 
hours of each day. 

I have read during the last two months the Lives of 
John Leiand, Thomas Hearne and Anthony a. Wood. I 
have found great pleasure and j)i-ofit in the perusal of 
them. I find that they all were laughed at as well as 
myself. There were plenty of j)eople in their day, as well 
as at the present, who estimate all goodness and happiness 
by dollars ajid cents. 

I have read, also, Gres well's account of the Early 
Greek press at Paris and lives of the Stephens, the famous 
(ireek printers, and also Reid's Bibliotheca Scoto-C'eltica. 
I have also read some of Dr. S|)urzheinrs Phrenological 
works, and with great satisfaction. 

May 11 (Sunday), 1834. 

Yesterday, which was Saturday, there was a caricature 
niilitjiry pai'ade. It was to have l)egun in the morning, 
but owing to a powerful rain, did not appear until after- 
noon. It originated in a contempt of the present laws 
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i'o<riiltiting the militia. The freneral was Knowlton, 

a native of Shrew8l)urv, and now a .student at law in the 
office of William M. Town[e], Es(i., of Woreester. He 
was dressed in a most <ri*otes(|ue and fantastical manner 
and mounted upon a horse of the very meanest appearance. 
There were about one hundred, horse and foot, with 
musick, l)ji<(gage cart and evervthino: to throw" ridicule 
upon the military system. Some of the soldiers, for 
knapsacks, had common tin-kitchens strapped upon their 
backs, others small churns, and one was tarred and 
feathered. A verv <jood account of the whole exhibition 
was t/iven in the Worcester Palladium. 

But now for my Sunday expedition. George A. Tufts, 
Esq., of Dudley (see March 8), invited me to accompany 
('hief Justice Shaw to Dudlev to spend the Sunday with 
him. The going was so bad, however, that we did not go 
until after meeting. He took me into his chaise and we 
started off about four o'clock in the afternoon. We^went 
to Millbury, then to Sutton, then to Webster and so to 
Dudlev, and arrived at Mr. Tufts' house about 7 o'clock. 
The Chief Justice w^as nuich pleased with the appeamnce 
of the country and was delighted with the hospitality 
shown by Mr. Tufts and his family, and especially at the 
apparently happy and comfort^ible manner in which he 
lived. His father, Hon. Aaron Tufts, lives with him. 

Thcv all make one family. The house is surrounded by 

• » *- 

shade trees and upon one side is a beautiful grove of white 
l)in(». This adds greatly to the beauty of tlu» place. The 
house is well furnished, having silk damask window cur- 
twins 8c other furniture to correspond, which is (|uite 
unusual in the country. (jeor<i:e A. Tufts was married in 
1822 ; his wife was a Kales from Wrentham, near Dedham, 
a fine-looking and sensible lady. 

We left early the next morning, the judge being uiuler 
the necessity of reaching Worcester at i>, having adjourned 
the Court to that hour. There was very heavy thunder 
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(luring the night and the morning was uncomfortably cold. 
We returned by vvav of Oxford and Ward and arrived at 
Worcester preciseU'^ at 9. The judge was full of ane(^dote 
and I had nothing to do but sit and listen. He told nie 
much a])out his early life and of man}^ amusing incidents 
connected with his experience at the Bar. He studied the 
early part of his profession at Amherst, N. H., and began 
pi-actice in Boston, T think, in 1800, and was in partner- 
ship with Thomas Oliver Sclfridge at the time he kiile<l 
young Austin in State Street, which, I believe, was Aug. 
4, 180G. He told me that Selfridge was not profound as 
a lawyer, but that he had a i*are faculty of making the 
most of everything, which gave him great advantages. 

May 14 (Wed.), 1884. 

I attended a meeting this evening at Bonney's pu!>licr 
house, of gentlemen who wishedx to form a Phrenological 
Society. The following gentlemen were present: Dr. 
John Green, Dr. Benjamin F. Ileywood, Dr. Oliver H. 
Blood, Dr. John S. Butler, Dr. Samuel B. Woodward, 
Dr. George Chandler, Stephen Salisbur>-, Es(|., Anthony 
Chase, John Milton Earle, Hon. Joseph G. Kendall, 
Maturin L. Fisher, Esq., Benjamin Fmnklin Thcmias, 
Daniel Waldo Lincoln, Frederick W. Paine, and myself^ 
Dr. Woodward was made President, Mr. Salisburv, Vice- 
Pr(»sident, Mr. Thomas, SecrcUiry, Mr. Paine, Treasurer, 
and Dr. Green, Dr. Blood cSc mvself, Directors. We are 
hereafter to meet monthly, and the first meeting will be 
on the second Wednesday of June. Our object is to 
investiirate the Science of Phrenolo<j:v cVc ascertain its 
nature and the foundation there mav be for it in truth. 
Like all new converts, we arc full of fury and enthusiasm, 
and we may thank oui'selvcs, if we escape being rank 
Pairans. 

Mav 20. 

Mew Pantaloons at $7.50 — drab colerd. 
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Bortt., May 27, 1834. 

Left Worcester at six in the mornino: in the sta<re for 
Boston, in company with William Lincoln, to attend the 
annual meeting of the Antiq. Soc. We had for company 
the Hon. Benj. Russell of Boston, Geni Matoon of 
Amherst, Kdward G. Prescott, Escj., of Boston, and Mr. 
Porter of Sturbridsre, brother of Dr. Woodward's wife ; 
and a Mr. Green from Hartford, son of one Benjamin 
Green of Boston. Mr. Russell entertained us all the wav 
with his anecdotes. He and the geneml gave us sieges, 
campai[g]ns & battles from one end of the Revolution to 
the other. And Mr. Green, having found that I was an 
anti(|uary, was particular in his attentions to me. He now 
resides at Hartford, giving himself wholh- up to literary 
pursuits, having a partial sort of love for ancient printing, 
and has some old books, one, a Bible of 1470, as he says, 
but 1 doubt it. 

Ilow delightful the country looks — everything green 
and beautiful. 

Wednesday, May 28, '34. 

I devoted the forenoon to an examination of books in 
Perkins' Anti<]uarian Book store, to see what he might have 
relating to American history.^ I found many things which 
we had not, and laid out such as we might want and 
asceilained their price. Visited Jos. Willard and attended 
the mcetin«: of vl Society at 12 o'clock. Only four were 
present, viz. : Edward I). Bangs, Hon. James C. Merrill, 
Mr. Lincoln, and myself. We read reports and talked 
miscellaneously, which occupied in all about two hours. 

After this, I met with Mr. [Andrew E.] Belknap, son 
of Jeremy, the historian, \vho obligingly gjive me two Ms. 
sermons of his father, with a promise that he would com- 
plete for me our list of his printed lalxn's. His rocmi, to 



I TliLH was Oliver L. TerkiuH, who was a deiUer in antiquarian bookB, and had a 
store at Nu. 50 Curuhill. 
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which h€* invited me, being a chamber in the south end of 
the Treipont House, commands a view of the Park St. 
Burial (iround, which he has, at his own expense, orna- 
mented with about 500 forest trees. 

Thursday, May 29, '84. 

Spent the day in examining l)ook stores and found very 
little to reward my search. Mr. Willis <mve me five 
volumes of the Recorder, and Mr. B. F. Hallett, editor of 
the Daily Advocate, promised me a great many anti- 
masonic publications.* 

June I, 1834. 

The whole Spring, thus far, has been extremely cold 
and uncomfortable. Kvcry rain since the third week in 
March has been followed with a cold, chilling wind. On 
May 27 1 went to Boston with William Lincoln to atten<I 
the semi-aniuial meetinji: of the Societv. Wc left Worces- 
ter at i\ in the morning, in the mail sUige, and reaehe<l 
BosUm at 12 at noon. Our stage company consisted of 
the Hon. Benjamin Russell, the famous editor of the 
Boston Centinel, (xen. Mattoon of Amherst, Col. Bdward 
(i. Prescott of Boston, Mr. Porter from Sturbridge (a 
brother of Dr. Woodward's wife), a Mr. Green from 
Hartford, whose father was Benjamin Green, a merchant, 
formerly in Boston and now dead, Mr. Lincoln and myself. 
This Mr. Green is an anticpiary, and, having a fortune, 
amuses himself in collecting old books. He is a small 
man with very large and frightful whiskers, and is very 
eccentric. He mentioned that he had two books printed 
before 1500. He appeared to be a modest man, but a 
irreat lover of old thinjifs. Mr. Russell and Gen. Mattoon 
bei uiT Revolutionary soldiers, entertained us with their 
fijrhtin<r experience. They ref()u«rht every battle from 

' Nathaniel WilliH wa« the founder antl editor of the Boston Jiemnl^'r, an in- 
fluential religious newspaper. Benjamin F. Hallett wa8 aft^rwardM a prominent 
leader in the Democratic party. He wa» called by hij* political opponents *' The 
Soldier of Fortune." 
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that at Lexington to the taking of ConiwalliH. Both knew 
fieneml Wa.shington personally, and also Dr. Franklin. 
Russell mentioned several anecdotes of the latter, and one 
which occurred while he was a printer's hoy with Isaiah 
Thomas at Worcester. Dr. Franklin was on some public 
husiness in this part of the country, which recjuired his 
stav at Worcester two or three days. Much of his time 
was spent in the printing office, and Mr. Russell says that 
he gave the men some very useful hints about working the 
press. The press was so constructed that only half of one 
side of a sheet could be pressed at one motion, and the 
Doctor took the apparatus out and in a few minutes 
arranged it so that the whole side of a sheet could be 
printed at one instead of two o))ei'ations. 

Bv referrin<i: to mv letter book, I found that about a 
yeiiv ago I had written Mr. Russell a letter, recjuesting him 
to give me an account of the great men of New England 
lis he had known them, and his opinion of them as to 
talents, and to illustrate with as manv anecdotes as ho 
pleiksed. Not having received any answer, I mentioned 
the subject to him and he began to ajwlogise, saying that 
he had thought of the subject often, but there was so much 
for him to talk about that he did not know wiiere to begin. 
He spoke of things, however, in such a way as led me to 
believe that he had made a beginning, and I do not despair 
of yet getting something from him. He talked inces- 
santly all the way to Boston and relatt»d story upon story, 
and what astonished me was the clearness and precision 
with which he could give the christian and sirnames of 
individuals. He would give the name of John Hancock's 
i;oachman or of an oyst^jr-seller fifty years ago as precisely 
as thouofh thev had now been before him. Althou«:h he is 
now seventy-six, he looks like a man of sixty only, and 
when he begins to tell an anecdote his manner is so earnest 
and the circumstances so particular that the hearer has no 
ground for doubting anything. 
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Gen. Mattoon is now, and has l>een for ^oiiie veai*s, 
totally blind. His mind. is not impaired by a<fe, and he 
makes himself exceedingly interesting in his conversation. 

Mr. Russell and Col. Prescott had been to Worcester as 
a committee of the Ancient and lion. Artillery C-^oiiij winy, 
to see Gov. Davis in relation to the ai)proacliing- ai'tillery 
election. The political year having bec»n altered hy the 
(\)nstitution, there was no necessity for the rxovernor 
to be present, and, he not being a military man, it wvls 
feared he might not be present unless particularly invited 
to attend, and to extend this invitiition was a part of their 
eri-and. 

I stopped with Mr. Lincoln at the Tremont House. 
There were few gentlemen whom I knew. The only one 
among them any way famous was Stephen II. Long of the 
United States Army ; the same* who commanded the expe- 
dition to the Rocky Mountains, an account of which was 
published by Kdwin James, and his expedition- to discover 
the sources of the River St. Peter, an account of which was 
drawn up and published by Keating. He is a small man 
of about ;■)(), and not remarkably imposing either in his 
looks or conversation. 

1 was in Boston five davs, and during: that time the sun 
did not apj)ear. The weather was cold and uncomfortable 
and mined nearly every day. I anuised myself by <roin«r 
among the different book stores and hunting up American 
history. I found some hundreds of vols, which I much 
wanted, that could be ])urchased for a mere trifle. I had 
only 1/) dollars of the Society's money to expend, and this 
I laid out as advanta<reouslv as 1 could. 

On Saturday morning I went to visit the Rev. Dr. 
[William] Jenks. He resides in ('rescent Court, leading 
out of West Street.* He received me very cordially and 
politely, and said that he had designed to talk with me all 



' Dr. Jenks roHidud at 1 (rcMtrent IMace, which led <mt of (ireon Street. 
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the forenoon and wished me to "^ive him an account of mv 
lal)or.s as lihi-arian and of the condition of the institution. 

I related all to him and he particularly commended my 
plan of increasin*:: the library by making it a collection of 
the productions of American authors. I found him very 
cheerful, and no one could l)e in his company without 
pei'ceiving that he is a person of the greatest purity of 
character, and the most profound learning. He inspired 
me with so much new zeal and love for mv vocation that I 
shall return to [my] labors with new ])leasure and satis- 
faction, lie showed some of the maps and charts he 
had made of his family which evinced the most astonish- 
\\vz industrv. He had not connected his ancestor in this 
country with the parent stock in England, but he had 
started the race in Wales and had followed it back for 
more than nineteen hundred years. The subject of the 
English nobility was one of his hobbys and he had pursued 
it with great success. 

He is <|uite a small man, wears breeches, and combs his 
hair back over his forhead. He has a fine head, with the 
organ of Language largely developed. 

I met Jared Sparks at Wilkins' Bookstore.^ I never had 
seen him before. He has no look about him that would 
make one believe he was an author. He is square built 
and inclined to grossness. He is short, with very black 
hair. I spent a half hour with him very pleasantly and he 
in an especial manner commended me for my care and 
lal)or in the collection and j)reservation of newspapers, 
saving that in his different publications he had made great 
use of them and regretted that so few perfect files of old 
papers had been spared from destruction. 

Lieut. Gov. Winthrop, President of the Society, sent to 



1 This was John H. WilkiiiH (H. C. 1818) who in 1828 wa» a partner in the flrm of 
Hillard, (4ray & Co., the predeoessonj of Little, Brown & (^o., and on the same 
premises as now occupied by the last named firm. Mr. Wilkins, at about the time 
referred to by Mr. Baldwin, had gone into business with Charles Bolles in Water 
Street for the sale of paper. 
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have me pay him a visit. He ha.s lieen .sick for H months 
so as not to he able to go out of his house. He i.s hnppy to 
see eouipany, and I spent two hours with him very i)Iea>i- 
antly. He had purchased seveml books for the Society, 
which, when l)ound, he would send to Worcester. 

I left Boston in the mail sta<j:e at 10 in the evening, and 
reached Worcester in the morning l)etween 4 and 5. 

June 4, 18H4. 

William Bentlev Fowle, Es<i., of Bost^m, came to see 
me today and remained with me two davs and a half. He 
is the nephew of the late Rev. Dr. William Bentlev of 
Salem, and was formerly a bookseller in Boston, but of 
late years has been at the head of a school for voun^r 
ladies. Recently he has made himself famous bv his .sue- 
cess as a lecturer on Phrenoloirv. He talked incessantly 
during his stay in town, and I was greatly i)leased and 
instructed by his company. He promised me that some 
convenient time he would present to the Antiifuarian 
Society the manuscripts which belonged to his uncle, and 
also that he would i)rej)ar(» a biographical memoir of him 
for the transactions of the Society. He ffave me this 
information in relation to the painting of Saint John 
which hantjfs in the Libiarv. Some sailors from his uncle's 
parish in Salem were at Leghorn at the time Bonaparte 
was transferring the paintings and statuary from Italy to 
Paris. As these articles were brouirht to Le«rhorn in their 
passage to Paris, these Salem sailors were recjuired to 
render some assistance relating to them, and as they did 
not understand French could oidy understiind by si<rns 
what was doing. When they found out the whole of the 
paintiiiirs and st^ituary had been stolen, one of them crie<l 
out, "by G — d. Parson Bentlev must have some of them," 
and thereupon seized this vSaint John and brought it to 
Salem and irave it to him. And at his decease he beciueathed 
it to the Antiquarian Society. 
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June H. 

Kev. Howard Malcoiu, a (iistin^iii.slied Bjiptist rlergy- 
niaii fioni Boston, spent an half da\' with nie. He was 
horn in Philadelphia and has been settled seven yeiirs. 
His ancestor was from Scotland. 

June 10, 1884. 

1 had a pleasant visit today from Hon. Aaron Tufts and 
his family from Dudlev ; and Hon. James Wilson of 
Keene, X. H. 

Dea. James Wilson of Worcester l)rou«:ht me manv 
pamphlets and newspapers. He has been Post Master for 
about thirtv years. He was the successor of the late 
Isaiah Thomas, LL.I)., who was removed bv President 
Jefferson on account of his Federalism, and Deacon Wil- 
son, who was a good Democrat, put in his place. But last 
fall the deacon was charged with being a Federalist, having 
lost his Democracy, and Jubal Harrington, Esq., editor of 
the Worcester County Republican^ a newspai)er devoted 
to (ien. Jackson, was appointed Post Master in his place. 
The deacon, being old and out of employment, is now 
making arrangements to go to ('incinnati, Ohio, to live 
with his son. His family, consisting of his wife and two 
daughters, Frances and Sarah, are to go with him.' 

Deacon Wilson was born in Durham, County of Durham, 
in England in \liV2, His father was a clergyman there 
and left England in March, 177i>, for this country, with 
his son James, then thirteen vears old. Thev were off 
Newfoundland Bank when the fight at Lexington took 
l)lace. Their vessel put into Marblehead and in a few dajs 
occurred the Bunker Hill affair; and the deacon says that 
so <ri*t3at was the li<jht created bv the burnin«r of Charles- 
town that the time of ni<rht ccwdd be distin<ruished at 



> Deac<ni Janice WilHoii wa** the foamier of the ttrHt Baptist Sot^iety in Worcester, 
often having; meetings in hi8 own house. He died at Cincinnati Febniarv 5, IWl. 
21 
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Marhlehc^ad l)V the \vat<^li. His fatlier was soon aft<^r set- 
tied at Haverhill, Mass., where ho remained as a |>rea<*her 
until 177<n when he obtained permission tc) return to 
Kn*rland to hv\\\\r out his two daughters, whom he had left 
at Durham. But information wjus jLriven, after he ha<l <rone 
on hoard the vessel, then lyin<r in (Tlo[u]eester Harbor, that 
he was returnin<j^ to En*^land to give an account to the 
government of the poverty and distress prevailing in the 
Province, which induced the (\)mmittee of Safetv to 
detain him, together with four British officers who were to 
eml)ark in the same vessel, for examination. They all 
entered a boat to return to the shore, when a sudden .scjuall 
of wind ui)set the boat and thev were all drowned. 

James was then in the store of William White of Havc^r- 
hill, with whom he lived until 178/), when he returned to 
Kuijland to obtain a le«racv left him bv his <»:i'»Hd mother at 
Durham. He remained in Kngland until 17i)2-8, when he 
returned to America, and settled at Worcester in 171>i), 
where he has remaini^d ever since. His wife is the sister 
of William White, Ks(|., of Haverhill, afterwards of 
Boston, and, finallv, of Rutland, in the ("ountv of 
Worc(»ster. 

Mr. Wilson is now deacon of the Baptist Church in 
Worcester, and has always enioved the most unblemished 
reputation. 

June 12, \K\\, 

I dined today at Siiueou Burt's. It was a family party 
to cat a salmon brought from ^h»rrilnack. William Moore* 
Town, Ks«|. (son of (ien. Salem Town of (•harlton), who 
married Frances, and Dr. F^dward Lamb, also a native of 
Charlton, who married Katherine, sisters to Mrs. Burt, and 
all daughtcMs of Dr. Jeremiah Robinson, and Mary Robin- 
son, made up the party. 
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June IH, 1834. 

John Howard Payne^ l)r()u«rlit nie a letter of introduction 
fi'oni Prof. Holland of Washington College, Hartford, 
Con. He remained with me at the Antiquarian Hall all 
dav. Fie came to Worcester from Si)rin<rfield, bv wav of 
(ireenfiold, on foot. He is a small man, about forty-five, 
and very modest and unpretending for one who has been 
so much caressed by the public. He is obtaining sub- 
scribers to a magazine which he proposes to publish in 
London at t^n dollars a vear, and has undertaken the 
laborious task of visiting all parts of the United States to 
obtain patrons to his work. The name of the magazine is 
"Jam Jehan Nima ! " and a very frightful name it is, too. 
William M. Towne and mvself were the onlv subscribers 
found in Worcester.^ 

I spent the whole day and evening in talking with him, 
and found him verv interesting and intellififent. He 
promised to send me a copy of each of his publications 
and some other books, which he made a memorandum of. 

June 20, 1834. 

Mr. Charles J. Sti-atford of Milburv came to see me. 
H(» is the nephew of the venerable Thomas Walcot [Wall- 
cut], F]s(|., of Boston, who has made himself well known 
in Boston as a curious and indefatigable collector of pamph- 
lets.^ Mr. Stiatford told me that he and his brother, Kent 
B. Stratford, a journeyman printer in Boston, would pro- 
bablv inherit Mr. Walcot's collections, and that he should 
be pleased to have all his pamphlets, maps and newspapers 

' Author t»f ** Home, Sweet Home." 

3 The title ot the proposed Journal "Jam Jehan NIma " was taken from the 
Persian, Ijeinj? the name given to a famtmH cup, which was suppose*! to p<»Kses8 the 
property of representing: in it everythinjr which was then <loinK in the Worltl. The 
pri<e of the Journal was to l>e ten dollars, !)ut although Mr. Payne travelled in many 
of the SUtes to obtain 8ul>scril>er« he was finally oMijred to ^ive uji the attempt for 
want of sufficient support. 

•Thomas Wallcut was one of the ten orit^inal meml»ers of the M^sachusetts HIs- 
t.»rical Soticty. A memoir of him by his nephew. Rev. llol>ert K. Wallcut, is in the 
second volume of the Proceedinpi of that Society. 
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sent t<) the Liln'arv of the Anti<|uanan Society, where thev 
might be kept together. The miiuber of them is now verv 
large, he having been colleetiiig them for many yeHr?>. He 
has alsso a respect-able collection of books. A few years 
a<i:o he iTJive five hundred volumes of the most valuable 
amon<r them t/O the librarv of Bowdoin ('olleore. 

Mr. Walcot resided a few years at Marietta, Ohio, in 
its early s(»ttlement, and while there tiwislated some part 
of the New Testament into the Indian language. This 
fact was unknown to me before ; l)ut Mr. Sti^atford siivs 
that he has often seen the volume, and is certain that it 
was done bv his uncle. Ilis name is not in the ti'anslation, 
nor have I ever seen anv notice of the work. 

Ah'. Stratford's father wjis a native of Kngland, and 
came to this countrv immediatelv aft(»r the ])eace of 1 7SH. 
He was a cabinetmaker, and married Mr. Walcot's sister, 
and died about 1804, aged oo. 

Mr. Walcot was never married, and he is now between 
70 cSc 80. He was for a <i:reat manv vears a scrivener in 
the State House. His benevolence has kept him always 
poor, and the main i)art of his subsistence is derived from 
a pension from the (ieneral (iovernment for some ser- 
vices rendered in the Kevolutionarv War. 

June 28, 18^4. 

Dea. James Wilson and his wife and two daughters, 
Frances cVc Sarah, left Worcester this morning for (Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. His son, who resides there, had ccmie to 
accom|)any them back with him. Before Mr. Wilson left, 
I asked him to ijive me an account of his life, and wrote 
him a polite note to that (»nd. He gave me no answer. 

Julv 1 & 2. 

ft 

Today assembled in this town a convention of y(mng 
men from all parts of the State to help on the cause of 
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tcMHperaiue. Over four hundred delo«:}ite.s wer€> present. 
I was introduced to many of them. They were all, so far 
as I could learn, young jjentlemen of jrreat respectAhility. 
Some of them, however, were rather old, being more than 
forty. They l)ehayed yery well, though I could have wishc^d 
they had drank less cyder. But people will never escape 
falling into absurdities, especially reformers. 

The convention sat two days. The members made 
many speeches and voted that no more wine should be 
drank. This was ultimately carried by a .stron«: vot^s 
though it cost many wry faces and some sharp speaking. 

July a. 

I rode on horseback, accompanied by three ladies : Mrs. 
John Putnam, whose husband was of the firm of Putnam, 
Williams ct Co. ; Miss Ellen Bigelow, eldest daughter 
of Hon. Lewis Bigeh)vv, formerly of Petersham, and 
author of the " Digest of the Mass. Reports " ; and Miss 
Klizabeth Truml)ull, eldest daughter of George A. Trum- 
bull, cashier of the (/cntml Bank in Worcester.* We 
had one* mce after we got out of the street, but putting 
horses to the top of their s|x>ed with ladies upon them is 
rather dan*rerous. We «rot back safely. 

July 4. 



The day was celebrated by the Whig party in an im- 
posing manner. Franklin Dexter, Es(|., son of the late 
Hon. Samuel Dexter of Boston, delivered the oiution in 
Dr. Bancroft's meeting house. A national salute of 
aitillery was fired at sunrise, accompanied by the ringing 
of the four church bells, and the same ceremony repeated 
at sundown. Dinner was provided in the Town Hall, 
where three hundred sat at the table. I was unwell and 

> Mr. Trumbull wa« afterwarib cashier of the Citizens Bank at Worcester. 
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did not join in the festivitioH. I took niv dinner at Rojoico 
Newton\s, tea at Governor Davis*, and attended a party 
in the evening at Governor Lineohi's. 

Gov. Lincohi readied town last oveninir from Washins:- 
ton, being a nieml)er of Congress, and made a speech at 
tlie dinner table of an hour and a half, on the affairs at 
Washin<rt<)n, which wjis most favoml)lv received bv the 
audience. 



July 19 (Sat.), 1H34. 

During the month of July, thus far, I have been engaged 
very busily upon th(^ (catalogue of the Library. The 
weather, some of the time, has been so very warm as to 
prevent my working to nuich effect. On one day tiio 
thermometer, which hung on the north side of the house, 
stood at 98 J, which is the highest it has reached for sixt<»eii 
vears. 

Yesterday (18) I was introduced to Mr. Bennett, a 
lawyer from Winchester, N. II., who is a native of Swan- 
zev, and was formerlv at the head Ili^fh School in Keene. 
He was never «rraduated at anv colle<re. This morniuir 
William Lincoln, Joseph G. Preiitiss, with Mr. Bennett 
and myself, went to Ilopkinton Springs. Wc* reached 
there a little after nine, and left at sundown. We spent 
the day in bowling, in which I had good luck. We plave<l 
at bagatelle, at graces, and heard the ladies play on the 
piano. There were thirty or forty boarders at the Spring 
House, and I was told by Mr. Norcross, the keei)er, that 
some of the time he had had as manv as sevcntv sUivini; 
with him at once, which is as manv as his house will 
accommodate. Mv ride cost me three dollars and foitv 
ctmts. 

Mv father was here to see me on Thursdav and l(»ft on 
Friday morning. 
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Julv 12, 1884. 

(Charles Allen and David T. Britrliani, Ks(|s., havin<r 
made aiTan«renients to visit Ilopkinton Sprinjrs today, 
(leor^ro Tilly Rice invited me to take a seat in his chaise 
and accompany them. (>harles (t. Prentiss, Esq., kindly 
offered to remain in char<re of tJie Anticpiarian Hall durin«f 
my absence, nnd so I accepted his invitation. We reached 
the S|)rin<i:s at ten, and rolled nine pins nntil seven in the 
evenin*r, when we return(»d and arrived at Worcester at a 
iittli* ))ast nine. We played for fourpence a game ; that 
is, each of us put that sum into the pool, and he that 
knocked down most pins with the three halls took the 
pool. At night I was twelve and a half cents out of 
pocket, which I accounted rather poor luck, jis I generally 
am a winner. Though I say it myself, I am (juite a dab 
at th(» game. 

July 23, 1834. 

I saw Mr. Benjamin Hale today from Hanover, N. H., 
who is professor of chemistry in the college there. He is 
a native of Newbury poit, Mass., and was formerly con- 
nected with th(» Gardiner Lvceum in Maine, and, for a 
season, tutcn- in Bowdoin (-ollege. He married the daugh- 
ter of Cvrus Kiuii:, who is the brother of Kin*; of 

Maine. He had a brother, Josiah L. Hale, in his c(mipany, 
who is a merchant in New York. 

July 30 (Wed.), 1834. 

There was a meeting of the Council of the Anti(|uarian 
Societv this eveninir, und 1 communicated to them mv 
good fortune in having prevailed u[H)n th<» venerable 
Thomas Waleott of Boston to present to our library his 
collections of pamphlets and newspaj)ers. The Council 
thereupon directed me to pi'oceed to Boston and bring his 
becjuest to Worcester. They gave me also twenty-five 
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dollars to puirhaso such raiv books as ini<rht fall in inv 
way. 

July ai. Thu. 

I left Worcester at 'iS P. M. in the stage for Boston, 
haying first arranged matters at the hall so that I eouhl 
leaye home and not he trembled !)y anxiety durin<r my 
absence. We reached Neculham at 8 in the eyening, an<l 
bein*; atHicted with rheumatism, I stayed here durin^i: the 
ni*rht calculatinjjf to reach Boston ))y the Kail Way at 8 in 
the morning. An intelligent and interesting gentleman 
from Geor<»:ia l)y the name of Jackson, son of a former 
(xoyernor of that State, remained with me. 

Aug. 1, 1884. 

This is my birthday. Alas I how swift the year has 
flown. This day I am thirty-four years old. 

I saw today for the first time a Rail Way Car. AA^hat 
an object of wonder I How maryellous it is in eyery par- 
ticular I It appears like a thing of life. The cars came 
out from Boston with about an hundred jmssengers and 
performed the journey, which is thirteen miles, in forty- 
three minutes. I cannot describe the strange sensations 
produced on seeing the train of cars come up. And when 
I started in them for Boston, it seemed like a dream. 
I blessed my stars that such a man as Robert Fulton had 
liyed to confer on his fellow mortals an improyement so 
yaluable as his application of steam engines to driying 
boats, and that this had suggested the application of the 
same power to moying carriages on land. 

Mr. Jackson would not ))elieye that F'ulton had any idea 
of a Rail Way. I told him that I had seen a descrii)tion 
of a Rail Way Ion": before any such thin<r was known. 
There was a small yolume published in Baltimore in 1813, 
under the title of " Patent-Right oi)pression Exposed ; or 
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Kimverv Detoi'ted." bv Patrick N. I. Elislia, in which a 
Steam Rail AVav was a])tlv and aceiiratolv de.serihod. In 
tho end of the book, the author has a chapter headed 
"Prophecy by the Poet," in which he says, "The time will 
come when people will tmvel in stages mo\;ed by steam 
en<rines, from one city to another, almost as fast as birds 
fly, fifteen or twenty miles an hour. A carriage will set 
out from Washinirton in the morning, the passengers will 
breakfjist in Baltimore, dine at Philadelphia, and sup at 
Ne^v York the same day." But Oliver Evans had enter- 
tained the opinion that ))oth boats and carriages might be 
propelled by steam as early as 1783. But I am digressing 
too much. 

We reached Boston about half past 11. I put up at the 
Tremont House. I wandered about the city during the 
day and arranged bu.siness so as to go to work in the 
morning. I called upon the Rev. Robert F. Walcott, 
nephew of our benefactor, Mr. Thomas Walcott, and he 
airreed to shew me the collections of his uncle in the 



mornniii:. 



Aug. 2. Sat.' 

I called on Mr. Walcott this morning, who lives in 
(■olumbia Street, and he went with me to India Street 
where the pamphlets, &c., of his uncle were deposited. 
They were in the fourth story of an oil store kept by 
V. W. Cartwright & Son, where they had been placed 
about four months ago. They were put in ancient trunks, 
bureaus, and chests, baskets, tea chests and old drawers, 
and presented a very odd appearanc^e. The ext(»nt of 
them was altogether beyond my expectations. Mr. Wal- 
cott told me that I might take all the pamphlets and 
newspapers I could find and all books that treated of 
American history, and that I mio^ht make use of anv of 
the boxes cont4iinin<i: them. I went immediately to work 
to putting them in order for ti*ansporting to Worcester, 
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Everv \X\\\\<i was covered with venerable dust, and as I was 
uiuler a slated root and the thermometer at ninetv-throe, I 
had a pretty hot time of it. Nothing Imt a love of such 
work rould inspire any man to labor in such a place. The 
value of the rarities I found, however, soon nia<le me 
f()r<ret the heat, and I have never seen such happy uionionts. 
Kvery thin<r I oj^cned discovered t^) my eyes some unex- 
pected treasure, (frcat numbers of the i)roductioiis of 
our early authors were turned up at every turn. I c<uild 
hardly persuade myself that it was not all a dream, and I 
a])i)lied myself with all industry to i)acking, lest capricious 
fortune should snatch something from my hands. I 
wcn'ked from ^S in the morning until half past two in a 
heat and dust and stench of oil that would have ])cen 
intolemble in anv other circumstances. When I came out 
to ir<) to dinner I could but lust cniwl. Yet at three 
o'clock, I returned to it again and labored until night. 

Aug. 3 (Sun.), 18;U. 

Mr. William Bentlev Fowie, nephew of the late Dr. 
Bcntley of Salem, called upon me in the morning and 
invite<l nn^ to accompany him to church. We heard Mr. 
[Nathaniel I^.] F^'rothingham, who preaches in the first 
church. I could see no face in church which I had ever 
seen before. Mr. ('harles Ewer, formcrlv a bookseller in 
Boston, was with us. lie is a bachellor, and particular 
fricml of Mr. Fowle. Aft^M- meeting, I went home with 
Mr. Fowle and dined there. His wife's maiden name was 
Moulton, an interestin<r and intellii»:ent ladv. Thev have 
seven chil(b'(Mi. After dinner Mr. Fowle showed me his 
library and his phrenological collections, he being famous 
as a lecturer upon that sul)ject. He has a good collection 
of books, most of which he inherited from his uncle. Rev. 
Dr. [William] Bcntley, besides his uncle's manuscripts, 
which are very immerous, all of which he savs shall be 
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added to the lihmry of the Anti<iuarian Society. These 
maniiseripts are very numerous and his hitters and diary 
are verv vahiable. 

Aft<^r meetinjr, we went, aeeompanied by Mr. Kwer, 
who is a verv modest and sensible man, to the north end 
of the city to pick out and examine the places famous 
in historv. We took in our wav Fort Hill, and so follow(Ml 
alon<r upon the wharves an<l tjilked about old thinirs. 
Tliev were (luite familiar with citv historv, both beinir 
natives of it. Thev showed me the chanws and alt<Ma- 
tions which had been wrought in different (juarters in their 
day. Mr. Fowle's father has been famous as a F^reemason, 
and the son was disposed to defend this pei^secuted institu- 
tion on the father's account. He pointed out the i)lace 
where he formerlv lived and where he himself wjis born. 
It is in what is now called Salutation Street.* It derived it^ 
nauK* from this (circumstance. Ancientlv there was a tavern 
in this street with a sign having upon it the representation 
of two men talking to each other, and the tavern on this 
account was called the "Two Palaverers." The street 
finally fell into bad repute, and its inhabitants petitioned 
that instead of the " Two Palaverers " it might take the 
more dignified name of "'Salutation Lane," alluding to the 
polite attitude of the two men on the sign, who appeared 
with their hats off bowing to each other. 

We went into the north burial ground, which is near 
the street above named, where we saw manv "names d(»ar 
to fame." There we saw the "Tomb of the Mathers," 
which is near the noilheast corner of the vard. I had no 
time to copy the inscriptions, though I saw many that 
J wanted. The onlv one which I took was the followiuir* 
which is in the south wall : 



Here Lyes Interred the Body of John Langdon Aged 82 years, Dec' 
Dec. 1732. 



« Drake Htty» '• Salutation Alley down by the Sahittttlon (Tavern) into Sliiji Street." 
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Here Lyes Interred the Body of Mrs. Joanna Feveryeare, wife to Mr. 
Grafton Feveryeare aged 33 years Dec' April 10. 1727. 

Here Lyes Interred the Body of William Pitman Agree! 45 years. 
Dec' Dec. 17. 1732. 

Here Lyes Interred the Body of Deacon Joseph Lan^don who died 
Nov. 6. 1742 in the 65th year of his Age. 

Edward Langdon obt. 30 April 1755. Aet. 31. 

Nath' Langdon oht. 27th Dec. 1757. Aet. 63. 

Susanna Langdon obt. 21st. Nov. 1705. Aet. 38. 

Dea. Edward Langdon obt. 25 May 1700. Aet. 09. 

Mary Langdon, only child of Edward Langdon Jun. Dec' obt. 8th 
Sept. 1771, aet. 18 

We went also t^) see th(» house built bv Sir William 
Phipps, wliieh is a little way east of the Burial (Troiind. It 
is now used as a charitable institution and is finely shade<) 
with large syeainore trees. We went to the North S<juare, 
where resided formerly Inerejise, (\)tton, and Samuel 
Mather, (iov. Hutchinson and Rev. Dr. Clarke. How 
pleasant it is to visit these memorable places I How 
thickly the events of i)ast days rush upon the mind ! 
How much of fashion, wealth, wit and learning arc now 
buried in oblivion I 

After walking al)out three hours we returned to Mr. 
Fowle's and there took tea. I went afterwards to see u\y 
namesake, Aaron Baldwin, Esq., who, with his lady, had . 
just returned from Nahant, where his family is now staying 
on account of the ill health of his voun<2:t>st dau<i:hter. I 
took tea airain with them and remained there until t^ni 
o'clock. 

Aug. 4 (Mon.), 1834. 

I arose at four, and not finding the store open where my 
painphl(»ts were deposited, I wandered about the city and 
visited different book stor(»s. At seven, I had a(*cess to 
the ijarret of mv ovl-store, and J resumed mv labors with 
fresh furv. One of the first thin^i^s that <rladdened mv 
eves was the fortv first year of the Diarv of the never to 
b(^ forgotten Cotton Mather. It was perfect and in good 
condition and the first pages conta.in an account of a young 
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ladv s luiviii<r asked hiiii to luanv her I After several 
fasts, and plenty of prayers for divine direction in such an 
embarrassment, he wrote her a letter declining her suit I 
1 worked until two o'clock, when the heat hecominii^ so 
opinessive, I j^avo over my work and accompanied Mr. 
Jackson (from (leorjria) to the Athenjvum, Historical 
Society's Rooms, the Market, State House and other places 
of interest.* 

Aug. o. Tues. 

The thermometer was at 93, and I worked upon the 
pamphlets as before. 

Aug. H. 

I i)rosecuted mv labors the same as vest<»rdav and in the 
same heat. 

His Excellency (iov. Davis, Gov. Lincoln, Hon. Rejoice 
Newton and Thomas Kinnicutt, F^st]., from Worcester, 
reached Boston todav on their wav to Salem to attend the 
public dinner there tomorrow as a testimony of respect to 
Ml*. Webster and Silsb\', our Senators in Congress. 

Aug. 7 (Thurs.), 1834. 

I finished packing my things today and help** load 
th(4u and saw them start for Worcester. Their weight 
was fortv four hundred and seventv six ])()unds I I cannot 
but think that it is the most valuable collection of the earlv 

« 

productions of New- Kngland authors in the country. As 
to the mmiber of the pamphlets, I am unable to form even 



■ The (Itarief* of Cotton Mather for ei^ht years are in the library of the Anierii'un 
Antiquarian Society, and for alM>ut fifteen yearH are in the posaession of the MaMHa- 
C'hu8ett8 Historical Society. The one mentioneil by Mr. Haiti win, has on the outside 
leaf, in his handwriting, " 1 found this number of the Rev. ('otton Mather's diary 
among the collections of Thomas Walcott Esq. at Boston, Aug* 7 1834.** Stitched 
into a page of the diary is a small 32^ publication of six pages, entitled "Con- 
version Exemplirted." signed Cotton Mather. On the next page of the MS. are 
the words, *' I composetl a |N)em Kxpressive of Comfort •••*•• which 1 a<ld to a 
little book which I have in press. • * * I have here annexe<l it with my hand sign- 
ing it." 



- " - • 
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a conjecture a.s to their number. There luUHt be ten thou- 
sand of them at least. The newspapers are broken files 
and are of no <j:i*eat vahie. Many of them are from Ohio 
& Kentuekv. After I had made out mv load the Rev. Mr. 
Wakott, who is the a<rent or guardian of his uncle, invited 
me to come to his house and take some books which related 
to American history, that were in his libmry. He told me 
that his uncle had given all his collections to him, but that 
as his intention always had been that thev should iro to 
some public institution, he felt an obligation to see that 
his i)ur{)oses should l)e complied with, and he then showed 
me all the books yfiven to him by his uncle, and told 
me that I might take au}^ which would promote the objects 
of the institution. Was ever such an offer made to an 
antiijuarv before? I told him that he was lush to make 
such an offer, for if he knew mv fury for collecting, he 
could not expect me to leave him so much as a Psalter. 
He answered that he was doing what had long been his 
desimi, and that it was only fulfillinir his uncle's wishes. 
Seeing tiiat there were something like fifteen hundred 
volumes before me, my phrenological development of 
ac(|uisitiv(»ness, not vet satisfied with two tons and a (jujir- 
ter of books and pamphlets, began to enlarge itself and 
sigh for further accunndations. I could not, however, 
take advantaire of his «fenerosity and I told him that we 
would begin with one* end of the cases and as we came to 
books relating to AnuM'ica, we would take them out and 
see what should then be done. This he consented to and 
we soon found volumes enough to fill a hand cart, which I 
laid by and brou<rht them awav. Amonu: them were many 
rare and scarce books, which I had never seen before, 
thouirh I was familiar with their value and titles. Theie 
are not very many i)ersons who would deal so honomblv 
as this clergyman. He is very poor and is now without 
employment, except occasionally. He was at libeitv to 
; dispose of the collection, which would have placed some 
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thousand dollars in pocket, but instead of this, he gives 
the whole up to the Anticjuarian Society. I cannot enouirh 
admire and applaud such a generous spirit. Few heirs 
entertuin so much respect for the intentions of ancestors. 

I took tea with Mr. Walcott and agreed to find him in 
the morning and call upon his uncle. 

In the evening J was invited to visit John Stratton 
Wright, who boards in the house on Beacon Street, for- 
merlv occupied bv (fov. Hancock. He is a widower and 
is the son of Dr. Ebenezer Wright, late of Plain Held, 
N. H. Dr. Wright was born in Rockingham, Vt., where 
his father, Moses Wright, Es<i., resided and died, Moses 
is the same person mentioned in Slade's Vermont State 
Papers. Dr. Wright married the (hiught^'r of the Rev. 
James Wellman, who was settle<l as the minister of the 
\orth Parish in Sutton, Milbury, in 1747, and dismissed 
in 17<>8, and after preaching for a season in (liesterfield, 
N. H., and Springfield, Vt., was finally installed at 
Cornish, \. H., where he died. John Stmtton Wright 
now has a son, Kl)enezer Wright, in Harvard University. 
Mr. Wright was formerly a cashier of one of the banks 
in Boston. I think it was the American Bank. After 
Indping him drink a bottle of claret wine, I went to my 
lodgings. 

Aug. 8 (Frid.), 1834. 

After breakfast, I (tailed on the Rev. Mr. Walcott 
(Robert Folger Walcott), and he accompanied nu^ to see 
his uncle, our Society's benefactor. We went up Washing- 
ton St., south of where the Worcester Riiilway crosses it, 
cVc on the (»ast side of the stn^et turned down a narrow 
passage called Orange Lane, which we followed almost to 
the water, and then turned to the left and, after pursuing 
a crooked and veiv nari'ow walk over loose boards, we 
came to a small house, one story high, in one end of which 
we found our venerable anti<iuary\s habitation. He came 
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in .soon aftxM* our entrance, when I wa.s introduced to him. 
lie is H tall, well-shaped man, ai)pearin«: not uiueh alnive 
sixty, althou^rh I was told he was in his seventy-seventh 
year. He wore a rod woolen eap upon his head, whieh 
looked more like an old stocking leg than anythin<r else. 
The rest of his dress was not uncommon, hut similar to 
the costume of elder people generally. But the furniture 
in his room was of the most anticpie stamp. I saw hardly 
anvthin<>: which was less than two hundred years' old. 
There wore some two or three hundred volumes of books, 
many of which were curious as well as valuable. Ainonir 
them was a volume of i)amphlets by our early Xew Eng- 
land clergy, containing a thousand pages, 4to., .neatly 
bound in calf, with C. M. ujmn the outside cover (Cre^s- 
[cjentius Mathorus). His nephew saw that 1 wanted the 
volume, and said in a low tone that 1 might take it ; hut 
brother anti(|uary suspecting that I was going to ask him 
for something more, complained that he was very poor 
and that he was compelled to hoKl on upon the remainder 
of his library to protect him from want. I saw that it 
might bo unpleasant to him to have anything said about 
takihg more books, and I signified to the nephew that I 
would not take anv from him.^ 



• • • • 



' I'luler tlate of Au^u«t 7, 1834, Mr. Baldwin wrote to Mr. Samuel Jennhiun who 
wiiH in (■hary:e of the Antiquarian Society'8 Library, (luring; his absence in B<«ton : 

'• I have just coinpleted loadini; the Team with Mr. WalrottV donation. It makes 
a nu>8t inipoHinp: appearant-e, l)ein^ about as lar^e i\» a loa^l of liay. It ha«i Atart<Mi 
au4l will reach Worcester on Friday eveninjr or Saturday morning. I have preached 
to the teamster about care and circumspection until I l»elieve he cordially hates the 
si)<:ht of me. and 1 want to preach to you a little. The pamphlets are almost in- 
numerable. I cannot even j;ue»» at their numl>er. There must be seven or 8 
tlious<in<l. I venture to say that there are three times as many as are now in our 
Lilirary— at least four times as valuable. Dr. Jenks informs me that he has been 
familiar with them aiul that they are ex(reedinj;ly rare. Among tliem are rare 
books: Neal's New England, Veneris* California. Colden's Indians, Hennepin, 
Wynne, Mason's Pe4iuod War, Williams' Indian Grammar, Mather's Indian War, 
his Witchcraft, cVc, &c., &c. •••••»• (;ov. Lincoln insisted \\\w\\ my 
seeing Mr. Walcott and thanking him personally. He cannot be seen until to- 
morrow and it will then be too late for me to reach Worcester in season to receive 
the Waggoner." ••••»•• 

With all love & Duty, 
and in a " foam of sweat," 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS BALDWIN. 
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lie is verv iimch broken and dchilitated, thouirli In^s 
nieinorv is verv <r<>()d as to the events of his vouth. AfU»r 
reniaininir with him about an hour we took leave, and I 
niadi* arranirenients to return to Worcester at H P. M. In 
mv wav to niv lo<l<rinir'S I saw the si<rn of a person who 
cut full-len<2:th profiles. I went into his room, where I 
found mv friend Mr. Fowle. He introduced me to the 
profile-cutter, whose name is [William H.] Brown, from 
(Charleston, S. C., and I was amazed to find that he com- 
pleted the profile in about four miimtes. I am no judjre 
of its correctness. Those who have seen sav that it is 
accurate.' 

I reached Worcester at nine in the eveninir, bein<j: in 
company with Gov. Lincoln and Rev. Mr. Anderson, who 
is connected with the American Missionary Society, and 
resides in Boston. 

Aujr. i) (Sat.), 1S84. 
Today mv wairironer came about noon with the donation 



"rr* 



of Mr. Walcott, which was safely lodged in our hall. 

Aug. l(i (Sat.), 18;U. 

I visited mv father at Templeton today. I left AVorces- 
ter at 12 and reached mv father's at five. I invited Andrew 
•lackson Davis, youngest son of Phineas Davis of North- 
borough, to accomi)any. I found my friends well. 

Aug. 17 (Sund.), 1884. 

I spend the day at hemic very pleasantly in reviewing 
the scenes of childhood. How pleasant it is to visit the 
l)lace of one's birth I It always seems as though I should 
one day m) back there to live. I cannot tjet rid of the im- 
pression that I am to die in Temi)leton. 

' For a nuthe of Mr. Hrowu, see an article by < harlex H. Hart, entiUed "The 
Last of the Silhouetti»t*»," in •• The Outlook " for Oct. 6, IDW). 

22 
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Aug. 18 (Mond.), 1884. 

At half-past four iii the nioruing I left for VVorcefster, 
where I arrived about half-past ten, 

Au«r. 27 (Wed), 1834. 

There was a nieetin*r of the Council at my room tliis 
evenin<r. I jun particular to mention it becaihse .some 
thinfrs transpired whieh affected me very unpleasantly. J 
Wits c<)n<rnxtulatin*r mvself that the valuable addition made 
to our Librarv bv Mr. Walcott would be thou<rht verv 
well of bv the Council, and that the a<rencv I had had in 
obtaining:: it would be somethin<r of a feather in my rap. 
But I was amazed to find that insti^ad of thanks for niv 

• 

pains in the accjuisltion, I was like to receive (juite a 
different sort of cntertaimnent. They did not so much as 
utter a single note of irratitude. The only consolation I 
had in such an embarrassment was that Mr. Samuel Jeniii- 
son, one of the (\)uncil, did not happen to be present, 
lie had expressed himself verv warmly in favor of the 
value of the donation, cSc there is no *rentleman amon«r my 
ac(iuaintance whose judgment upon any subject connected 
with American history is to be preferred to his. But I 
am sensible that some person, from hostility to me, had 
represented to the Council that the donation was of small 
value. It was some comfort to me to know that no one 
knew so much of their worth as I did mvself, for no one 
had (examined them. I had the horrors for a few davs, 
but ultimately recov(M'ed.* 

Sept. 1 (Mond.), 1834. 

Rev. Alexander Young of Boston, son of the late Mr. 
[Alexander] Voun<r, who was one of the publishers of the 



'The opinion of Mr. HaUlwin a8 to the j^reat vahie of the jrift of Mr. Wallcut has 
been contirnied In later yean*. It contained many early New Kn^rlanil inii>rints now 
considered »»f p:reat rarity, and the collection as a whole wan a most x-aluable 
acfjiiiNition. 
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y^etf Enr/land Palladiuni, preached for us yestordav, and 
s|)ent today with me at the Anti(iuarian Hall. Ills visit was 
very timely, for he completely dispelled the *i^loom I had 
Imh'ii in from what I related above. His labors in editin<r 
the "Old English Prose Writ<?rs" has imbued him with 
a veneration and respect for the labors of a literary anti- 
(juary, which enabled him t-o give me plenty of consolation. 
He has been personally known to me for ten years. I 
first became accjuainted with him at Barre, in this county, 
in 1M24. r resided there for a month while a student at 
law, keeping the office of Hon. Nath* Hougliton during 
his absence at Boston tis member of the Legislature for 
the June session. Mr. Vounor was there on a courtinir 
visit to Miss Caroline James, second daughter of Eleazer 
James, Ks(j., whom he married in 182;*). 1 used to ride 
on horseback with her everv fair dav, and, occasionallv, 
with her elder sister, Eliza, who was then engaged in 
marriage to Charles Allen, at that time an attorney in New 
Braintree, but who, the next year, married Miss James 
and removed to Worcester, and became the partner with 
(fov. Davis. I will not omit this o[)portunity to bear my 
testimonv to the worth of these two ladies. As maidens 
thev were without blemish, and as wives thev are above all 
l)mise. I know of none more estimable. 

In the evening I found Joseph T. Buckingham, Es(|., 
editor of the Boston Courier^ at my boarding house. His 
>on, who had just graduated at Cambridge, was with [him], 
beinir on his wav to Hartford to conunence the studv of 
law with Mr. El[l]sworth of that place, who has recently 
been a <listinguished member of (^ongress. I carried Mr. 
Buckingham to (iov. Davis's, where we spent the evening. 
I clandestinely stole from Mr. B. some of his personal 
history, which I will give in this place. He was born at 
Windham, Con., Dec, 1779, near the famous pond which 
is the scene of the froir-storv in Sam. Peters' historv of 
Connecticut. In 1 7JM> he went to (ireenfield, Mass., where 
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lie learned the art of a printer in the service of Tlionia^ 
Dieknian, who, at that time, printed the Greeixfield Gazette, 
He remained at that place until 1800, when he went to 
Ho.ston. lie reached the eitv Feb. X, 180O, and heani 
Fisher Ames pronounce a eulogy upon George W».shiii«rt<>n. 
This was the first and onlv time he ever saw that dis- 
tinguished man. From that time to the present he l)a.s 
heen engjiged as a printer in Boston. He w^orked about 
three years as a journeyman, when he went into biLsinoss 
for himself. The first book he jninted with his name to it 
was "Belknap's Hvnms c^c Psalms," 12mo., Bostxin, ISCKH. 
The "Ordeal," an Hvo. periodical, was partly edited by 
him. He also published the " Polyanthos," in 7 12nio. 
vols., and 4 Svo. vols, from 1S()7, I think, to 1814, and 
afterwards the Neiv England Galaxy^ a weekly news- 
paper, which first brought him into geneml notice. As a 
|)ithy cclitor there arc few in the country ecjual to him, 

Sept. -2 (Tues.), 1«84. 

\ saw today my classmate in college. Dr. Joseph Rey- 
nolds. He left college in our junior year, and I have 
never seen him until today. He connnenced practice at 
(\mc()rd, X. H., in 1S2<), but left there in 1829, and 
resumed it in Chester, in the same state, where he remained 
about a year, wIkmi he again removed to (Tlo[uJcester, 
Mass., and is still in his profession. He married the 
daughter of the late Judge Prescott of (iroton, Mass., 
who is the sister of the wife of mv classmate, John 
Wright, Ks(j., who is now at the head of a female school 
in Worcester. 

According to ancient custom, the Judge took his dinner 
at the public house where I board. The name of this 
usage is the " Bar dine with the Court," and was originally 
adopted as a mark of respect. I have this ex])lanation 
from Judge Wild. The Court of Ccmnnon Pleas com- 
menced its session todav, holden bv the Hon. Jud<»:e 



i a 
» • 



Diarij of ChriMopher C. Baldwin. ^529 

WiUhinifs of Taunton. While at table, ho gave me a 
stian<re epitaph, which he copied from a monument in a 
l)urvin<r ground at Kd<i:artoU'n on Martha's Vineyard. The 
epitaph was composed by the defunct when in full life, 
and re<iuired that his heirs should place the inscription 
upon his irrayestone, or otherwise to forfeit his estate. 
1 1 is name was Ripley. This is the inscription : — 

•♦ By the force of vegetation, 

** I was raised to Ufe & action ; 

*' Wlien life and action that shall cease, 

'* I shall return to the same source." 

He was an avowed atheist through life. 1 have seen 
epitaphs that had very little sense in them ; some that were 
silly : and many that were positively ridiculous; but never 
until the i)resent was shown me have I seen one that was 
impious. 

Sept. T) (Fri.), 1834. 

I spent the evening in the company of Chief Justice 
Shaw and Judire Wild. They were on their way to com- 
mence the Fall circuit. »Iud<re Shaw toUl me he had seen 
a notice of a pamphlet on Virginia, sold in London lately 
for Four hundred Pounds ! I 

Sept. 10 (Tues.), 1884. 

I had an agreeable visit from the Hon. F'l'ancis Baylies 
of Taunton. His mother was the sister of the Hon. 
Daniel Leonard, who left the colonies at the beginning of 
the Revolution, a Rovalist, and died in London a few 
years ajro nt the a<re of 90. He was kille<l ))y the expio- 
sion of a pistol. He is famous as the author of the essays 
printed in Boston in 1774-5 over the signature of " Massa- 
chusettensis," which have improperly been imputed to 
.Jonathan Sewall. 

Mr. Baylies told me that his father had always informe<l 
him that Leonard was the author of the essays above 
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referi'ed to ; hut that lie dared not say so openly, Fiecaiise 
the elder Adauit* liad said that thev were written hv Sewall. 
He pointed out a passajre in Truinbull's McF'inoral \vhi<"h 
induced him to think that his father was correct in the 
o])inion that thev were written hv Leonard. Leonnrd was 
famous for his expense and display in his personal a|>j>ear- 
ance and the cost of his ecjuipa^e, and Trnnihull, in 
refiMTin«r to the author of " Massachusettensis," allmles to 
this trait in his character, which I'ould not ai)ply to Mr. 
Sewall. These are the lines from McFinirall : — 

•' Thus far our clergy; but 'tis true 
•* We lack*d not earthly reas'nerH too. 
*» Had I the poet's brazen lungs 
"■ As sound- board to his hundred tongues, 
" I could not half the scriblers muster 
*'That swarmed round Rivington in cluster; 
*' Assemblies, Councllmen, forsooth; 
♦'Brush, Cooper, Wilklns, Chandler, Booth. 
"Yet all their arguments and sap'ence, 
♦» You did not value at three half pence 
" Did not our Massachusettensis 
" For your conviction strain his senses? 
** Scrawl ev'ry moment he could spare 
" From cards, and barl)er8, and the fair; 
" Show, clear as sun in noonday heavens 
•* You did not feel a single grievance? " 

It is manifest that Trumbull did not reirard Sewall as 
the authoi*, for soon after he refers to him and explains 
him in a note. Mr. B, was sent in 1832 as our Minister 
to r^uenos A vies in South America, lie menticmed to me 
;in interestiuir fact (communicated to him l)V the (lovernor 
of that province, who had resided long in the country, 
had travelled nnich in it, and could speak several of the 
Indian laniiuairos. He had visited one tribe livinor betwet^n 
the kin<r<lom of Brazil and Chili, who resembled in their 
personal appearance, their habits, cScc, Knjriishmen. They 
were unlike anv of th(» natives and had little connexion 
with them. Mr. Jfeivlies asked him Avhat the tribe was 
called, and the (iovernor told him thev were called 
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rwolches/' The storv orniiTed to liiin at once of the 
oini«rratioii from Wales in the 9 or lOth (■entury, and 
that this tribe ini<rht be the same race. I expressed my 
re«rret that he had not instituted an incjiiiry upon the spot 
as to the truth of what the (Tovernor had imparted to him. 
In answer to this, he remark(»d tliat the Governor was an 
iirnorant man and had never heard of the Welcli emi^^ration, 
that he was an ol)servin<>: man and that lie placed reliance 
upon what lie communicated. 

I had not time to speak with him so mucli as I could 
upon this interestinjr subje(;t. It occurs to me now, how- 
ever, that some one competent for the undertaking will 
examine into th(» truth of this report and throw much light 
upon the subject. 

The conversation of Mr. Biivlies has suggested to me an 
idea which I have never found mentioned in anv work on 
the origin of our Indians : — it is that the Patagonians in 
South America are totally unlike any of the natives of 
either continent. Thev are taller and more gigantic than 
any other of tlu» hiunan race. And the Ks(|uimaux tribes 
of the most northern regions of North America are, like 
the Pataironians, a distinct race. Thev are short and very 
fat. But I must examine this subject at some future day, 
when I have mon» leisure. 

Sept. 11 (Wed.), 1834. 

1 was introduced to W. S. Pendleton th(» lithogmphic 
piint^u* of Bost<)n. He was the first who introduced this 
curious art into the United States. He exhibited the first 
specimens of it in Boston in 1824. He gave me this 
account of himself. He was born in the City of New 
York in 1795, and at an early age was put to learn the 
tmde of a copper-plate engraver. His father was a native 
of Liveipool, Kngland, and was capttiin of a New York 
and Liverpool packet, whose wife was by Uiith a native of 
Enirland, but at the time of his marriage a widow lady 
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r(»si(linir in X<»\v York. He was lost in a storm at sea in 
1798, leaving two children — W. S., above named, and a 
younger son. William S. (I think his name is William), 
wii^v coming of age, went in 1819 to Washington, where he 
pursned his business as engraver for about a yenr, when he 
was ]oine<l 1)V his brother, and, moimting their packs, they 
started in ])ursuit.of their fortune to [the] unknown West. 
When th(\v reached Pittsburgh his brother returned, having 
been invited by the Peels of PhilacUdphia to mak(» an exhi- 
bition of the "Court of Death'';* and W. S. remained 
there. He could find no (employment in his tmde and, 
being driven to his wits, bet^)ok to teaching music. He 
gave lessons u|)on the flute and pianoforte, and continued 
in this business till 1824 when he returned to New York, 
and soon aftei' wards went to Boston, where he resumed 
the business of en«>:i*avinof. A merchant bv the name of 
Thaxter having brought out from Paris an apparatus for 
jninting lithogniphing circulars, but not being ac(|uaint4Ml 
with using it sufKciently to oi)erate it to advantage, wjis 
glad to dispose of it to Mr. Pendleton, who, by his 
ingenuity, was able in a short time to put [it] in successful 
()])eration. His brother was now in Paris, and having 
conununicated with him upon the subject, they fonned a 
copartnership, and a press was soon established in Boston, 
wIkmc he has continued from 1824 to the present time. 
He is an intelligent and enterprising man. 

Sept. 12, 1834. 

A little before 12 at ni":ht, I was awoke bv the crv of 
fire. It i)r()ved to be the house standing on the north side 
of School Street, and corner of Main Street. It was 
owned by \h*. Andrew March, and occupied as a dwelling 
house. It was built in 1780 by the late Hon. Joseph 
All(Mi of this town and formerlv Clerk of the (\)urts for 

1 TUiti was, uu doubt, for exhibition in Pealu's MuHeiim of Art ami Natural Hie- 
tor>'. 
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this Countv. It was totally burnt down, with a barn, bako 
house, <&(*., and very little of the furniture sayed. • The 

ft 

house was two stories hi^jh, with a kitchen ruiuiin*^ bark, 
and back of the kitchen was the bake house, which was 
ere(*ted a little more than a year a<2:o. 

The building north of Mr. March's house, called the 
(xreen Store '' from its color, was on fire seyeml times. 
It wjis save<l with <rveiit difficulty. This is not a yery old 
house. The lar<re scjuare house next north of the " CTr(H>n 

Store," was erecte<l in 17H()-7 by Pat<*h. This stands 

iuunediat^dy south of the tayern. One of the oldest houses 
now staiuls on the West side of Main Street, a little south 
of lion. William Eaton's.* This was erected in the autumn 
of 1779-80, by William St<»arns, Es(j., formerly an attor- 
ney in this town and father of Lucy and Mary Stearns, 
two ancient yir<rins yet liyin<i: in the street. It is now 
owne<l and occupied by Mrs. Tucker. I haye this infor- 
mation from Sauuiel Bmzer, Es<|., lunv in his eightieth 
year and who remembers very well the events of his 
youth. 

Sept. 13, 1834. 

I ouirht to have mentioned that last week I was visited 
by Mr. Chs. Sumner, son of C P. Sumner, Es<|., sheriff of 
Boston. Ho is a young man of good promise. He came 
to Worcester to be admitted to the bar. lie was admitt^'d 
here, I believe, on the 3rd. I have never seen him before. 
I cannot but believe that he is destined t<> make a con- 
sj)ic(ious figure in his profession. 

I found the Hon. Ilcn'ace Everett of Windsor, Vt., 
Representative in Congress, at the Tempemnce House. I 
hav(» yisited him at his house in Windsor, and remembering 
the kind hospitalities extended to me there, I called upon 
him, and went to the Antifpiarian Hall and afterwanis 
W(Mit to the Hospital, where we were joined by (iov. 



< J'be Eaton houne b still standing. 
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Davis. Me was born in Roxbury or Dorchester, Mass., 
andns a cousin to the Hon. Edward p]verett. 

I have seen the Rev. Dr. Bancroft's wife, who mentioned 
all the buildinfrs now standinjr in the street, which were 
erected l)efore the Revolution, that is f)efore 177/). She 
thinks the house south of the one owned and occupied bv 
Charles Allen, Es<i., to be as old as anv one. It was lonir 
known as a Uivern. The Nazro House, on the south side of 
Pleasant Street, and cornerin<r on Main Street, was built bv 
the Rev. Mr. Burr, the predecessor of Rev. Mr. Maccait\\ 
The house which stood where the brick hotel at the south 
end of Main Street now stands, and which is now on the 
south side of Mechanic Street, was tlie one in which Mrs. 
Bancroft was born.* Her father, Judo^e John Chandler, 
piuchased the estate, the house then standin^^:, of Cornelius 
Waldo, uncle of the present lion. Daniel Waldo. The 
house occupied by Dr. Oliver Fiske was erected by •Jud*re 
•lennison before the Revolution, and before the remem- 
brance of Mrs. Bancroft, who is now seventV. The larsre 
house nearlv west of the South Cliurch was also built 
before the Revolution. It was ori«:inally two stories. 
The north win«: and the third storv were added bv John 
Bush Ions: since the Revolution. One eiul of the dwelliiiir 
house of Mrs. Salisbury was erected before the Revolution. 
The late Dea. Sam. Salisburv of Boston, when the British 
took possession of Boston, came to Worcester and remained 
here until MM, Dr. Bancroft savs that he was here when 
h(^ was settled. Dr. P^'iske savs that his house is undoubt- 
(^dlv the oldest one in the street and that he thinks Judire 
ficnnison did not build it, as Mrs. Bancroft has suggested. 
The doctor savs that manv vears a«r<) in repairiuir it, he 
found that the northwest corner room had been desimunl 
for something different from a dwelling house, and on 
asking the father of the late Sam. Flagg, who was then 



'Thi« was the Worcester Hotel, later the L'nit«<l States Hotel, ami wiu* on the 
present site of Walker's block, Worcester. 
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jjiiito a<r^(l, if he know what that room liad been occupied 
for, ho told him that the first sheriff of the ooimtv resided 

' ft 

there, and that the northwest <*orner room was used as 
a jail and was the first one in the eountv. The road, 
before it went where it now does as the street stands, went 
over the hill hv Dr. Fiske's house, and the house was 
placed to scjuare with the road. I'he town records mi<T:ht 
possibly show when this road was discontimuMl, which 
would afford some li<»:ht upon the probable antiijuity of the 
house. 

Sept. 20, 18^4. 

We make arrangements for our annual Agricultuml 
Ball. I am se1ect<»d as one of the mana^(»rs. The persons 
connected with me in this impoi*tant trust are Frederick 
William Paine, Geor<re Tilly Rice, Pliny Merrick (C(mntv 
Attorn(\v), Thomas Kinnicutt, Escj., myself, Nathaniel 
Katon, cVc Daniel Waldo Lincoln ; the three last unmarried. 
See Oct. 7, 183^^, for an account of ceremonies. 

Oct. 1, 18;U. 

Diu'in*^: the two years past, I hav(» met with many of the 
d<^sc(»ndants of the memorable John Rof^ers, the martyr, 
who have told me that the Bible which belonged to him 
was brouirht to New Knjrland cNc was still in one of the 
bmnchos of the family. This tmdition being so uniform 
among the descendants who were unacfpiainted with each 
other, induced me to make in(juirv among those of the 
name, and happening to speak of the subject at my boai'd- 
ing house one evening, when (\)l. Ednuuid Cushing of 
Limenburgh was present, he remarked that there was 
a neighbor of his who had this very Bible and that he had 
often seen it, and that the account which he gave of it was 
that it wjis brought to Ipswich by the Rev. Mr. Rogers, 
who was settled there in the earlv historv of the Colonv, 

• ft ft 

and had been transmitted in the family and Avas finally 
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presented to him (Thomas Carter) by Dr. O. W. B. Pea- 
bod v of Exeter, N. H., who married the daught^?!- of the 
Rev. .Jolm Ro<rers, who was a minister at Boxford, Mass. 
(father of tlie Rev. Joliii Rogers who was settled at 
Letmiinster in 1743 & died in 1789), and died at I^eoniin- 
ster in 17o4 or 5. Upon my asking Mr. Cushinjr t<> 
borrow the Bible for my examination, he readily coniplieil, 
and this morning I had the hai)piness to take the veiiei-ahle 
relic into mv hands. And I have no doubt that it is 
the very book which the martvr owned. There is no date 
to it, the title page and imprint at the end both wanting. 
It is not divided into verses, whieli shows that it came 
from the press as earl}' as the first part of the reign of 
Klizabeth. It is a small (juarto and in the black letter. 
At the end of the book of Jol>, there is a sort of title page, 
or one [of] the divisions of the whole Bible which has the 
mark of John Cawood. Upon referring to Watt's Biblio- 
theca BritAnnica, I find that Cawood printed but one 
edition of the Bible, which was in 1549 and was a 4to, and 
in Kn^jflish. This is the mark used bv John Cawood. 

There is a part of the im])rint at the end of the New 
Testament, but the date is wanting, and the volume is 
very nuich defaced c^ injured. 

Oct. '2h. 1834. 

This was the anmial meetin<r of the Society. It wjis 
held at the* Anti(|uarian Hall, at 2 o'clock, P. M. Only one 
member from out of town was present, and that was the 
Rev. Thomas Robbins, of Rochester, Mass. He was 
formerly a chM'jrviuan at Windsor, in Connecticut.' He is 

' Dr. RohbiiiH who died in 1850, was one of the orijrinatorw of Uie Connecticut 
Historical Society, a zealous antiquary and a biblical scholar of wide reputation. 
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a bachelor and about sixtv. He i.s .small in his person and 
very neat in his dress. He wears long boots, tlie toi)s 
coming over his pantaloons and almost as high as his 
knees. His hair is white, having l)ecomo so from jige. 
He is distinirnished for his attention to American history, 
and his love of pam])hlets. He told me that he had 
collected five or six thousand and had about twenty thrt^e 
hundreil bound volmnes of choice books, wliich he had 
been a long time gathering. I found great comfort and 
encouragement in his company, and I was the more ready 
to be pleased with him from the sort of impression I had 
that he would some day give us some part of his library. 

We had a fidl attendance of the members of the Society 
living in Worcester, and every thing . was ccmducted 
harmoniously, except a small jar about the publishing 
conmiittee. 

Dec. 1, 1834. 



Today I rode to Templeton to see my father and to 
attend a meeting of a committee of Harris Lodge, which 
assembles at Tem[)let()n on the se<*ond. This lodge by the 
careful and prudent management of its funds, has accunui- 
lated the siun of nine hundred and seventy nine dollars, 
well secured and paying interest. The excitement against 
the Masonic institution having in a great measure subsided 
and its usefulness at an end, the lodge determined to sur- 
render their charter and appropriate the funds to some 
charitable object. My father, who was one of the t*(mi- 
mittee to whom the subject of disposing of the funds was 
committed, wrote to me that he feared there was no 
institution of a religious character u[)on which the com- 
mittee could agree to give them. Si under this state of 
affairs, there would be no impropriety in my asking the 
committee to consider the Anticjuarian Society as a candi- 
date for the money. As it might be useful for me to be 
present, he recommended to me to be where I could go 



before th(» comuiittee and make such stjiteineiits as iiii^ht 
he neeessarv for the hetter inforuiation relative to the 
ol)j<»ets and purposes of the institution. 

Th(» eomniittee met at nine in the mornin<r, and before 
noon they liad failed to agree upon the Bible Sot-ietv, 
to which it had been proj)osed to give it, as well as umny 
other institutions which [had] been named. The Bunker 
Hill Monument Association was then tried, and that failed. 
The chairman of the committee, Hon. & Rev. Charles 
Hudson of Westminster, an intelli«:ent and worthy man, 
tluMi mentioned the American Anti(|uarian Society, and 
that the claims of this institution might be properly 
imderstood, he woidd call me, the librarian, and recpie^st 
me to state generally the designs of it. This I accordin<rly 
did. I must confess, however, I was greatly embari-assed 
in makin<r my address. They iuiiuired how much money 
we had, and when I told them we had twenty two thousand 
dollars, I could see that the impression it produced was 
much against the success of my i)roject. After I ha<l 
finished, I bowed and retired. My father told me after- 
wards that there was a favorable opinion produced by my 
s])eech and answers to the committee's inquiries and that a 
majority of the committee were for giving us a good 
portion of the fund. One of the committ-ee c(nuing in, 
however, who had not sat in the morning, and who was 
for giving the fund to Templeton High School, proposed 
this as the best way of disi)osing of it. But finding that 
he could not get the whole of it, det<»rmined to have 
a part, and to accomplish this proposed to divide the whole 
amonir the towns where the members of the lod«re resi(h*d, 
in proportion to the numbers in each, which was finally 
carried, thouirh not until eveniuij:. So I lost my mon<»y 
for the Anti(|uarian Societv. 

Dec. 3, 1834. 
I accompanied my father, with several other gentlemen, 
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to see Jihoiit a new road to be constnickHl on tlie hank of 
Miller's River from Athol to Rovalston Factory. We 
(lined at Athol and returned at evening, and si)ent the 
evening in |)laying whist at ('apt. Davis's, a neighbor of 
niv father's. 

Dee. 4, 1834. 

I returned to Worcester bv wav of Westminster, and 
got home about two in the afternoon, and to make amends 
for the loss of the fimds of Harris Lodge, foimd a letter 
from the secretary of the American Bible Society, inform- 
ing me that that institution, in compliance with m}' recjuest, 
had directed to be forwarded to our libmry seventeen 
Bibles and twenty foiu* New Testaments, in English, and 
various other European and Indian languages. 

Dec. <), 1834. 

Better luck still. The 3()ieth Aug. 1 wrote a letter to 
Obadiah Rich [at London], the American bookseller there, 
and, among other things, asked how oiu* library ccmld be 
enriched with a set of the works {)ul)lished by the " Record 
Commission." Twenty copies of these works, consisting of 
seventy-four folio volumes to a set, had been presented to a*^ 
many American libraries by the ir^nerous liberality of the 
British «rovenHnent. Our library was not included amon^r 
them and I wanted exceedingly to obtain^ them. And to 
my great delight, Mr. Rich has answered my letter, saying 
that V, P. Cooper, secretary of the Record Commission, 
having seen my letter, gave orders to have a library 
furnished with all the volumes that w(»re not out of print, 
and that we shall receive above fifty of them. The whole 
set cost the British government £800 the set; which is 
near four thousand dollars I Mow very liberal this I So 
much for my begging propensities. 1 took so much 
courage upon this news that I sat down and wrote to Lord 
Viscount Kingsborough, an Irish nobleman, re(|uesting 
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him to irive our library a ropy of the great work prejwired 
l)V Augustine Aglio, and published at his lord.ship'.s ex- 
pense, on the " Anticjuities of Mexico," eonipri.sed in 
seven imperial . folios and costing £175, e(|ual to about 
eight himdred Si fiftv dollars I There's im])udeiu*e with a 
vengeance I And being in a begging humor, I also wrote 
to the British cNc Foreign Bible Society, asking them for all 
the Bibles printed in the Asiatic & Indian languages ! 

Dec. I'l, 1S34. 

I noticed this dav as the anniversary of the Ijandin<r of 
the Pilgrims at Plimouth, by inviting William Lincoln 
to dine with me, and with the help of Charles G. Prenti.ss, 
we drank a bottle of wine to commemomte the dav.* 

Dec. 25, 1834. 

Being (liristmas, 1 was invited to dine with Frederick 
W. Paine, where I met the Rev. Dr. Bancroft, Rev. Mr. 
Ilill, Mr. Swan and their families, with Mrs. Davis, the lady 
of the Ciovernor, and Dr. [George] (-handler, who is 
engaged to Miss Josephine Rose, a niece of Mr. Paine's. 

1 have spent my evenings during the last month in 
transcribiuir the ancient Laws of New Haven Colonv, 
4to, Lond. 1()5(), 80 i)ages. I am doing it in compliance 
with a Resolve of the General Assembly of (Connecticut. 

1 have read in the course of this month mv favorite 
work "The Adventures of Gil Bias of Santillane'' ; this is 
the ninth time that 1 have read it. I shall now read Gold- 
smith's "Citizen of the World" and his "Vicar of Wake- 
field/' which I read once a year. These and Plutarch's 

' ft 

Lives \x\\\ mv favorites. 

Jan. 4, 18;^5. 

Duri n<r the last seven days 1 have been confined to 
the lumse, not once going out of doors. My complaint is 

»Mr. Prentiss wum a])i)oiiit«(l lletjiKter of Probate for Wort-ester County in 1837 
an<l held the ottlce for twenty years. 



Diarij of Christopher C, Bahlwin, 841 

a lameness in my right foot, a sort of rheumatism. I was 
advised to ]>athe it in white ley: that is, take about two 
<|uarts of ashes and two gallons of water and boil tiiem 
together ; — drain off the water and bathe tlie limb while 
tiie lev is as hot as it can be borne. I was directed to 
do this two nights in succession. After the first washing, 
it seemed to produce some relief and I repeated the 
operation. But alas ! the second application played the 
devil with my leg; for the next morning, I found my 
stocking was completely soldered to the skin. The ley 
was so strong or hot that it took off half the skin from 
my ankle to the knee, and then to take the stocking off ! 
() such a remedy for rheumatism I 1 have now, however, 
nearly recovered. 

During my confinement, I finished copying the New 
Haven Colony Laws and have had the transcript neatly 
bound. 

Jan. H, 1835. 

The thermometer this morninjr at smu'ise stood twenty- 
four degrees below zero, the lowest it has been, I am told, 
in this place for twenty years. One thermometer stood as 
low as twenty six. This is Simday morning, Jan. H. 

Solon Whiting, Esij., of Lancaster, told me that there 
were five thermometers in that place which stood at 3(>° 
below on Simday mornino^ last. 

Jan. 11, 1885. 

At 7 o'clock in the evening 1 went to Boston in the mail 
stage. We reached tlu^ Tremont House, my stopping 
place, at 12. It was good sleighing. 

Jan. 12, isa,'). 
1 visited Jo. Willard, now an attorney, and formerly of 

' • ft* 

Lancaster, and made arrangements for bringing off the 

duplicate pamphlets of the Mass. Historical Society and al.M) 
23 
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those belonging to the Boston Athena?um. I spent most of 
the day in the libmrv of the Historical Society, examinin<r 
their mrities. That which struck lue as the pearl of the 
whole collection is a manuscript written on ])archinent and 
dated 1379. It is a treatise on medicine and is in English. 
It is from this last consideration that it derives it** great 
value. It is one of the most ancient specimens of English. 
It is in perfect condition and in a very legible hand. I 
could find no history of it, nor even asceitain how it 
became the property of the Society.* 

Jan. 13, 1835. 

I passed the day in the different stores. At Hilliard 
and Gray's, 1 found a large number of ancient volumes 
that formerly belon<jred to the Bamberg Library, " Biblio- 
theca Bamberga." I have never found any account of this 
institution, though I have seen man}' cart loads of books 
that came from it. Many of those at Hilliard and Gray's 
were printed before loOO. The oldest was of 1495. Most 
of them were folios in hogskin l)indi ng, and could be 
purchased for a dollar a volume. They were, however, 
of small vahie and I had no money, or perhaps, I should 
have l)ought them. 

Jan. 14, 1835. 

Today I walked with Miss HaiTiet Denny to Charles- 
town to visit the ruin of the Ursuline Convent. It is 
a melanchoUy spectacle. Poor New England has never 
before had so deej> a wound ui)on her fair name. It is 
a foul blot upon her chamcter. I fear some dreadful 
judgment must follow such wicked business. 

I was invited to dine with Judge James C. Merrill, but 
declined. I was invited to a party in the evening at 
Ednuuui D wight's and this too I declined. 



^This manuscript wa8 presented to the Ma«sachu8ett8 Historical Society by Dr. 
Jeremy Belknap. 
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Jan. 15, 183/). 

I went over U) (.anibridge, where I found Charles Sum- 
ner, Es<|., an attorney of Boston, but now employed a.s 
an instructor in the Law School. He introduced me to 
Charles Folsom, printer to the Univei*sity, wiio is full of 
black letter and every wav a man after my own heart. He 
went with me to the library of the college and showed me 
all the rarities of the collection. I had not time to ex- 
amine as I wished to, but he showed me the manuscripts 
and such books as were of the greatest value. I retunied 
to Boston in the afternoon. 

Jan. 1«, 1835. 

I dined today wnth the Hon. Fmncis (-. Gmv. I met 
seveml gentlemen there, w^ho it would seem preferred 
eating to conversation, and the dinner was the principal 
part of the entei-tainment. Mr. Gray is a very sensible 
and well informed person. 

Jan. 17, 1835. 
Saturday and Sunday I did very little. 

Jan. 19, 1835. 

I dined today with the Hon. Tlumias 1^. Winthrop, and 
in the evening went to the theatre. 1 have attended the 
theatre every night since 1 have ))een in the city, Saturday 
and Sunday excepted, when it was not open. The princi- 
pal attmction is Miss Fanny Jannan, the wife of ^Ir. 
Tenian. She retains her maiden name. T nuist confess, 
1 hav(» never heard any actress before, who gave me so 
much pleasure. 

Jan. 20, 1835. 

i returned to Worcester, being tired of the city. I 
brought >vith me many books that were given to me for 
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our li))mry. The pamphlets from the Historical Society 
and Atheiijvuiu are in nmnber between three and four 
thousand. 

Feb. 1, 1835. 

The whole of this month was employed by uie in 
arranging the Walcott collection of pamphlets and news- 
papers for binding. Frederick W, Paine, Esq., one of 
the council, came almost every afternoon to assist me, and 
what has given me great happiness is that instead of being 
a pamphlet hater as he was a few months ago, he has now 
beccmie a pamphlet hunter. To what point of fury he has 
attained, 1 can't say precisely. I should not willingly 
expose a pami)hlet to his hands, lest he should bestow it 
upon oiu' library without the ceremony of asking for it.' 

The principal cause or topic of excitement this month, 
and indeed of fFanuary and February, has been the election 
of a Senator to Congress by the Massachusetts Legislature. 
Before the session couuuenccd, the prevailing opinion w^as 
that Gov. Lincoln would be selected. This sentiment 
among his political friends had been of long standing, and 
seemed to have obtained the general ac(juiescence of the 
Whig pai*ty. It was soon rumored, however, tliat he 
would be deserted bv his former friends and a new candi- 
date fixed upon. Mr. Davis, the governor, was mrely 
mentioned or thought of, from the fact that it was believed 
he was the only man that the Whig party could elect. 
Party j)olicy recjuired that he should be kept in the place 
of governor, and some one fixed upon for Senator who 
would be accei)tablc to the i)eoi)le, honorable to the State, 
and withal, an hel{) to the Whig interest. For the accom- 
l)lishment of these ends, J. Q. Adams was the most 
prominent candidate, as his selection would conciliate the 
antimasons and keep them from uniting with the Jackson 



Mr. Paine retained his interest in collecting pamphlets till his death and was a 
ronstant contrilmtor to the librarj* of the Antiquarian Society. 
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pai'ty. When the election of Senator came on in the 
House, Mr. Adams' vote was found hy far the strongest. 
Each county almost had its own candidate. Shaw was 
voted for in Berkshire, Bates in old Hampshire, Lincoln 
in Worcester, Saltonstal[l] in Essex, Baylies in Bristol and 
Adams from all parts of the State. By the first ballot 
there wjvs no choice, nor by the second. At the third 
trial, I believe Gov. Davis had a fair majority and was 
declared elected on the part of the House. The next 
week the Senate chose on their part J. Q. Adams. They 
believed that no man but Gov. Davis could be chosen 
governor, and they chose Mr. Adams, not on account of 
his popularity, but as a measure of policy. The House 
again chose Mr. Davis and the Senate again presented Mr. 
Adams. The House now again chose Mr. Davis by an 
increased majority, and Mr. Adams, very unluckih^ for his 
popularity, having advocated in the Congress, at this very 
time, hostile measures towards Finance, the Senate dropt 
him and concurred with the House in the election of Gov. 
Davis. 

I have no doubt this will be the cause of unpleasant feel- 
ing on the part of Gov. Lincoln towards Gov. Davis. I am 
not aware, however, that Gov. Davis has endeavored to 
obtain the place of Senator against Mr. Lincoln. Politi- 
cians are generally selfish, and the situation of Gov. 
Lincoln was such as to induce many expectants to wish 
him out of the wav. But to elect him Senator would 
effectually extinguish all their hopes of preferment, be- 
cause Gov. Davis would still remain Governor and no 
vacancies would be made ; while, by electing Gov. Davis 
to the Senate there would, of coiu'se, be many changes, 
and in the general scramble for the loaves and fishes, these 
expectants would stand a fair chance for some of them. 

March 2, 1835. 
The thermometer fourteen degrees below zero I 
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March 17, 183'). 

Kden Augustin Baldwin, my nephew, came from Tem- 
pleton today, having been sent here by his gmndfathor, 
with the recjuest that I would put him to the Baptist 
School in this town or send him to Leicester Academv, as 
I might think most for his adv^antage.^ I concluded to 
send him to Leicester, though I was incHned to put him 
to the first named, and shouhl have done so had it not 
been for their regulations about board. No tea, coffee or 
milk are given to the pupils who board in the institution. 
In my judgment, this is a bad armngement. If a boy be 
not treated well at school he will hardlv kiu)w what he 
has a right to expect when he becomes a man. We shouhl 
learn children their rights if we would have them re^pect<^<l 
when thev become men. 

March 19, l«3o. 

I gave him a letter to the j)receptoi*, Mr. Wright, and 
he left me toda}' to join the si^hool. He will be fifteen in 
April. lie is the third son of my oldest brother, Eden, 
who died June 2, 182(), at Templeton. I gave him some 
|)ocket money and plenty of good advice, with directions 
to write to mc, to his mother and his grandfather once e^ich 
week. 

April 1, ISaf). 

This is a dav of excitement. At the March town meet- 
in<; a vote was carried bv the town to instruct the selectmen 
not to approl)ate any iiuiholders for licences to retail ardent 
spirits. This comes of the temperance reform, and is now 
the subject of deep interest. The town is divided into 
three parties, viz. : the rigid advocates of teinj)ei'ance, the 
friends of retailers, and the neutrals, who will not belong 
to either party. Our innholders find themselves closely 



' The BaptiMt School— now the Worcester Academy— was previous to IMfi called the 
Worcenter <'ouiit,v Manual LalKir Hijrh School. 
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pressed by the vote of the town and have had a caucus, at 
which thev determined that thev would not take out licences 
for any purpose, but would take down their signs and close 
their houses on the 1st of Ajn'il. Accordingly, this morn- 
ing, the signs to all the taverns, except the Tem{)ei'ance 
House, nine in number, were taken down and the houses 
all shut against travellei's. I saw seveml ladies sitting in 
the portico of one of the houses, who had arrived in a 
stage ; there were many gentlemen in the same {)light. 
But none of them were pennitted to enter the house. A 
ta}>le was set in the portico, with seveml decanters filled 
with cold water, set upon it, which I took to be an emblem 
of temperance. The travellers looked cross, and the dear 
ladies in particular. The public sympathy was such as U) 
justify the tavern keepers, and this eni^aged the t<?mperance 
f)arty. 

April (), \Mh. 

The town is now more full of excitt^nent than has been 
known since 1812. There is a strong disposition to bring 
temperance into politics. The late attempt to instruct the 
select men has awaked manv fears that the leaders of the 
t^mixn^ance reform design to make it a j)olitical su})ject. 
Several who were members of the Society for {)romoting 
Tem{>erance have directed their names to be withdrawn. 
Wherever two men are seen together, the su}>ject of con- 
versation is temperance. In many inst^mces they have 
become so furious as to almost come to blows. I perceive 
that whoever speaks upon the subject manifests his j)assions 
at once. In this respect the friends of temperance are as 
intemperate as their opponent's. Evi»rv body is getting 
mad, and what is cause of especial madness with me is 
'that I am alre«dv as mad as the maddest, 

I would here give an account of two fights which have 
taken place in the promotion of temperance, were it proj)er 
for me to put such events upon record. I can only give 
the name«< of the (combatants — •Iesse[W.](TOodricli, George 
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Folsom, Daniel Waldo Lincoln, all attorneys at law in 
Worcester ; and Levi Lincoln, Jun., midshipman in the 
U. S. Navy. 

April ](>, 1835. 

1 went to Templeton today to see my father, who has 
sent to have me visit him, he being sick. I went in a 
chaise. I took the road bv wav of Princeton that I miorht 
visit Henry Prentiss, Es(|., who lives in the edge of Hub- 
hardston, next to Princeton. He was concerned in the* 
settlement of the estate of the late Lieut.-Gov. Mose^' 
Gill, and I wished to see him to ascertain whether he ha<l 
not some of the manuscripts belonging to the Rev. Thomais 
Prince the historian. Gill's fii'st wife was the daughter of 
Mr. Prince. Her name was Samh, and she died in 1771, I 
think. She was the only surviving child, and all the books 
and papers of her father came into her possession. Gill 
was a very cautious, prudent man, and preserved every- 
thing ; and at his death, all the papers of Mr. Prince, w^ith 
his books, had been kept. He (Mr. P.) gave his Latin 
and Greek books to the Old South Church in Boston, and 
also his maps, charts and manuscripts that were of most 
value. This I saw in his will, which was in Mr. Prentiss' 
possession. He was very rich, and his daughter rec»eived 
most of his estate. He owned large tracts of land in 
Princeton, Rutland, Holden, Hubbardston & Barre, in the 
Countv of Worcester ; and also at Rochester and MiddU?- 
l)orough in the County of Bristol, and in the Province of 
Maine. I found Mr. Prentiss a verv sensible and intell- 
igent man. He is now sixty-eight. He was born at Ber- 
wick in Maine, where his father was a schoolmaster, who 
was a native, I l)elieve, of Cambridge, near Boston. His 
father died young. Mr. Prentiss had no papers tliat be- * 
longed to Mr. Prince exc^ept deeds, or some memoranda of 
property. These he showed me, and I spent about three 
hours in examining them. J found nothing to reward me 
tor my journey, except, perhaps, the intelligent and 
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interesting conversation of Mr. Prentiss. What I was in 
pursuit of more particularly was the Ms. History of Ply- 
mouth Colony by Gov. Bradford. Mr. Prince had this in 
Ills possession, and it has been said that it perished in the 
(juUinff (jrov. Hutchinson's house. Yet, as it has never 
been found, I entertained a sort of hope that I might find 
it at Princeton.^ 

It began to snow in the morning and W'hen I reached 
Princeton it was seven inches deep. It fell very fast and 
incessantly from 7 in the morning till three in the after- 
noon. I did not reach my father's house until sundown. 
I found him (juite unw^ell and threatened with a lung fever. 
He was not confined to his bed. 

Apr. 17 (Friday). 

The weather is very cold and blustering. I remained 
with mv father durin«: the dav. 

Apr. 18. 

In the afternoon I returned to Worcester. The ground 
was frozen so hard that the travelling was as rough as in 
January'. 

May 2, 1835. 

I had a visit today from Mr. Nahum Capen, one of the 
bookselling firm by the name of Marsh, Capen & Lyon 
ot Boston. Mr. Capen is favorably known as the publisher 
of Dr. Spurzheim's manuscripts. He is a confinncd 
phrenologist. He is a sensible, self-educated man, and a 
good de^l given to metaphysics. He evidently had a 
strong love for this abstruse, and, to me, uninteresting, 
science, and yet what seem'd (|uite pamdoxical, he was 
ver}' superstitious ; for he told me he fully believed in tlie 



>The Bradford Manuscript has since lieen tiiKcnvered in tlie library of tlie Bisliop 
of London at Fnlham, and in 1897, by special decree of the Consistorial and Episco- 
pal Court of London, was returned to the Commonwealth of Massairhiisetts and is 
now in the State Library. A report of the proceedings on the occasion of the 
return of this precious manuscript was published by order of the General Court 
in 1808. 
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vulgar notion that the foetus in the womb may be di.sfigiire<l 
by the imagination of the mother I I denied this non^en.se 
outright, 3'et he undertook to prove that it was not only 
p()8.sil)le but even probable ! I told him that I could not l^e- 
lieve tliat the Deity would l>e so rruel as to sulijeet the foetus 
to the hazard of becoming a monster through the visionary 
and sillv dreams of the mother. He not onlv affirmed this 
doctrine, but added to it a fresh absurditv, which was 
that the child would be affected in its character through 
life by the particular impressions on the minds of its 
parents at the time it was begotten ;♦*♦*♦* 
Mr. Capen is now thirty-two. He was born in Canton, 
Mass., and has resided in Boston several veal's. 

May 10, 1835. 

1 went to Templeton to see my father, whom I found in 
a low state of health. His complaint has been a lung 
fever. He is confined to his bed most of the dav. 1 
believe that he will recover. God gi-ant that my hojK»s 
may be realized, and that he may live and enjoy his health 
for many years. 1 am more unwilling to part with him 
now than ever. This results, undoubtedlv, from the fact 
that I am unmarried and have no one to divide mv affec- 
tions with him. He was sixty-seven in Feb. last. 

Mav 11, 1835. 

I received today the publications of the Record Conunis- 
sion, presented to the Li})rary of the Anti(|uarian Society 
by th<*. British Government ; there arc fifty-two imi>erial 
folio volumes. 

Mav 25, 1835. 

Took the stage this morning for Boston to attend the 
semi-arnuial meeting of the Anti(iuarian Society, which is 
to l>e on the 27th. At Westbo rough I left the stage and 
took seat in one of the cars of the rail road, and reached 
Boston at 10 A. M. There were about two hundred 
l)assengers, nearly half of them being ministers on their 
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way to Boston to attend the various charitable and relisi^iou.s 
societies that were to hold their annivei'saries this week. 
I was surprised at tlieir youthful appearance, none of them 
l>eing above thirty-five or forty. The old ones, I think, 
feel that they are too poor to encounter the expense of 
such a journey ; and, besides, their maintenance from 
salaries is so precarious that they are compelled to exercise 
the most rigid prudence. Formerly the settling of a min- 
ister was a permanent life-matter, and parishes took their 
pastors as men take wives. There must be no backing out 
from the conti'act or impatience manifested unless for 
downright adultery, or some such most flagmnt fault. But 
now ministers are settled for a year or so, and some work 
by the month, and I have known some who job'd it by the 
single Sunday, and glad to work so. There is a great 
change in public opinion in relation to the clergy. The}' 
are treated, as a body, with much less respect than 
formerly. 

I stopt at the Tremont House. I went to see the 
Diommic View of the Departure of the Israelites out of 
Kgypt. The picture was about thirty feet square, and the 
light was admitted upon it in such a manner as to make it 
appear infinitely larger. 1 believe the picture was designed 
by Martin, though I could find no author's name. The 
Israelites are represented as going out of the city of 
Memphis ; they are proceeding through an immense street 
which is lined with the most gorgeous palaces, and in the 
front ground are seen Moses and Aaron upon an elevated 
place directing the march. I had more pleasure in exam- 
ining the picture than any one I have ever seen. The 
illusion was most perfe<'t. I visited it twice a day during 
the four days 1 was in Boston. I went to the theatre in 
the evening. 

May 2«, 183;"). 

I went to see the famous cartoons of Kaffaello. They 
are not the cartoons themselves, but the tapestries wrought 
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from thoiii. There are four of them, each one l>eiii«' 
twenty feet long and fourteen feet high. The groundwork 
or foundation seems to he a coai*se canvas and the figures 
are wrought with sewing silk, with a needle ! The expre^s- 
sions of countenance in all the fimires are to the very life. 
The four pictures are: The " Death of Annanias," "PetAU* 
Curing the Cripple at the Gate of the Temple," '' Paul 
Preac'hing at Athens," and " Christ Delivering the Keys to 
Peter." Peter curing the cripple pleased me most, hut 
why the painter makes the cri{)ple a negro I do not know. 
In the same gallery was a copy of Keul)ens' famous picture 
of the Crucifixion. 

May 27, 1835. 

The Anti<iuarian Society met at 12 o'clock at the Ex- 
diange Coffee House. Hon. Thomas L. Winthroj), Hon. 
Judge [James C] Merrill, Hon. Benjamin Russell, Hon. 
Reioice Newton, Rev. Dr. Charles Lowell, Rev. Thomas 
Robbins of Rochester, Frederick W. Paine, Rev. Mr. 
[Alonzo] Hill and S[amuel] M. Burnside, Es(|., of Wor- 
cester, were the members present. We were all invited t<} 
dine with Mr. Winthrop, President of the Society. The 
Society always dine with him at the annual meetinofs, and 
he gives a prime entertainment. 

May 28, 1835. 

I went to the Athenaeum with Mr. Paine and examined 
the library, picture gallery and divers other things. We 
saw in the gallery a most capital likeness of Gov. Davis, 
bv Alexander. The likeness is admirable as well as the 
))ainting. There was a marble l)ust of Mr. Webster, whi<*h 
is also excellent. 1 went to see " Uncle Toby and the 
Widow Wadman." Was there ever any statuary to equal 
this? Uncle Tobv is inimitable. Such benevolence and 
perfect honesty as appear in his face I How well this is 
contrasted with the wicked looks of the frisky and lecher- 
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OU8 widow I There they are, snug in the sentry box, 
and no one can look upon them Imt with great pleasure. 

Mav 29, 1835. 

In the night 1 was attacked by a rheumatic; pain in the 
(ralf of my left leg, which was so violent as to produ<'e 
great perspimtion. I was in great agony through all the 
next dav and niofht. Mv friend and classmate, Dr. Martin 
(ray, call'* I'cpeAtedly through the day and prescribed for 
me. I was confined to mv bed durino: the day. 

Mav 30, 1835. 

And having found no rest through the night, I ai'ose at 
5 and went to the milway and returned to Worcester. I 
could not put my foot to the ground. I reached Worcester 
at 10 A. M., went to bed, sent for Dr. [John] Green, and 
laid there during eighteen days ; not once leaving my 
room, and hardly sitting up. My complaint was a rheu- 
matic fever. The week before going to Boston I weighed 
one hundred and eighty-four pounds, and the 22d of June 
I weighed, by the same scales, one hundred and fifty-five 
j)ounds ! 

June 25, 1835. 

Since mv confinement I have done nothincr but read. 
The chief medicine I have taken has been opium j)ills, 
which have created an extraordinary wakefulness, so that 
1 have lost very little time in sleeping. The first of my 
reading was the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th vols, of the '' Writ- 
ings of George Washington," prepared by Jared Sparks. 
The reading of these volumes has inspired me with a 
respect for their illustrious author which I had not enter- 
tained l)efore. 1 had a very erroneous opinion of him. I 
have not thought well enough of him. I am amazed at 
his gigantic mind, even when compared with the most 
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famous men of the Revolution. I think I should jirefer 
to have the (»haraeter of Geor«re Washington to any man 
described hv Plutareli. The lettei^s, everywhere, furnish 
the strongest proof of his consummate prudence and sa- 
gacity. But what fills one with perfect admimtion is his 
extmordinarv sense of justice. Tho' he was trusted with 
almost unlimited power by ('ongress, 3'et in no instance 
did he abuse it. I caiuiot describe the j)leasure I have had 
in readin<r the letters thus far. I bless God that I am his 
countryman. 

I read also the first series of the " ( Uiriosities of Litera- 
ture," by D'lsraeli, and his " Literary Chai-acter." I read 
also the '' Vicar of Wakefield," and '' The Citizen of the 
World," both by Dr. Goldsmith, and two volumes of Pope's 
Letters and the " Dunciad," Fmncklin's disseitation on the 
probable situation of the ancient City of Palibothm, 2 vols., 
4to. ; Spix and Mailius' Travels in Brazil, 2 vols., Syo. 
The five })Ooks of Moses ; and Josephus, so far as relates 
to the story of Joseph going to Egypt and the ultimate 
return of the Ismelites to their own country. Mi's. Butler s 
[Miss Fanny Kemble] Journal, 2 vols., 12mo. What i\ 
satyrical little baggage she is I 

I feared, aft^r reading Washington's Letters, that I had 
done injustice to some of the worthies of anticiuity by pre- 
ferring; his chamcter to any of them. To satisfy my mind 
upon this point, I read " Goldsmith's History of the Roman 
Kmpire," 2 vols., 8vo., which embmces the period of about 
twelve hundred years, /. e., from 75« B. (\ to the year 
A. I). 47<>, or the death of Const^mtine, the last of the 
Roman Emperors. ] found no occasion to alt^r my 
opinion. But what a miserable set of mscals were most of 
those Roman Emperors ! 1 had a sort of malicious j)leasure 
in having them find violent deaths. 

I have now read the 6th, 7th cSc ><th volumes of 
Washington's Writings, and my respect and admiration of 
his chamcter increases with my reading. 
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June 30, 1835. 

The Rev. Robert Folder Walcott, nephew of Thomas 
Walcott, Escj., of Boston, who presented to the Anticjiiarian 
Society a vahiable collection of pamplets, paid me a visit 
toda\\ He related to me many interesting anecdotes of 
his uncle, ^ promised that he would furnish me the mate- 
rials for his biography. I omit recording them here 
because I shall have the opportunity of doing [so] in 
another place. Mr. Walcott dined, supped and stayed 
with me all night. He is a sensible and pure-minded 
clergyman, and is worthy of one of the best parishes in 
New England. He was born in the Island of Nantucket. 

Julv 3, 1835. 

The Rail Road froin Westborough to Worcester was this 
day finished, and one of the engines passed over the road 
for the first time. Some of the directoi's of the corpora- 
tion came up in it. 

July 4, 1835. 

The road was publicly opened today, and the first tmin 
of cars reached Worcester at half-past ten in the forenoon. 
The streets were thronged with people from the adjoining 
towns at an early hour, and these, with our own popula- 
tion, presented a larger multitude in the tow.n than I have 
ever before witnessed. Few of them had ever seen 
carriages moved by steam, and their curiosity was very 
great. The sides of the road were lined with people for 
nearly a mile, all equally eager to have a glympse of the 
novel and marvellous spectacle. It being the 4th of July, 
which is, perhaps, our greatest holyday in the year, made 
the collection of people greater than it might otherwise 
have been. The females were almost as numerous as the 
males . 

That I miorht witness the entry of the first tmin of cars 
to the greatest advantage, J invited the Hon. Joseph G. 
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Kendall, Clerk of the Courts, who is iiiv fellow boarder, 
to aceomj)any me in a waggon to a high ground above 
Pine Meadow, where the road mav be seen for near a mile. 
We were told that the cars would arrive at Worcester at 
half past eight, and we accordingly, that we might lose iu> 
j)art of the interesting exhibition, took our station upon the 
hill at ten minutes past eight. I must remark here that my 
lameness is such that I c«n onlv hobble alon<;, and walkiuir 
in anv wav is extremelv painful to me, owMnsj to mv rheu- 
matic complaint. I therefore sat in the waggon and held 
the horse. The dav was a verv warm one, and as I had no 
l)rotection from the sun, I was nearlv roasted. The cars 
came at half [past] ten inst-ead of half past eight ! ! What 
a poor time I had of it ! Mr. Kendall left the waggon and 
sat under the shade of a tree. When the cars came in 
sight, my horse took fright, and I was compelled to get 
out of the waggon and had great difficulty in holding him. 
He reared and jumped most furioush', and when he was so 
far recovered as to permit me to look round, the tmin 
of cars had i*eached their destination I The onlv reward I 
had for sitting in a hot sun more than two hours was to 
run the ris(|ue of having my neck broke, and of irritating 
mv rheumatic maladies in such manner that I was confined 
to mv bed the whole of the next dav ! I 

July 6, 1835. 

This day was appointed for the stockholders of the 
Boston and Worcester Rail Koad t-o visit Worcester and 
partake of a public dinner provided by the citizens of the 
place. A committee, appointed at a meeting of the citi- 
zens, was chosen for the purpose of making the necessary 
arrangements and determining, among other things, how 
the entertainment should be oriven and how the monev 
to defmy the expenses of it should be obtained. They 
consulted among themselves and finally agi'eed that the 
expenses should be met by the sales of tickets to the table. 
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putting them at five dollars each. When this determination 
was made known, a prodigious clamcn* was mised against 
it, as being much too large a sum ; and a new meeting of 
the citizens was called to ap[)oint a new committee who 
would be more moderate in their demands, and thereby 
less exclusive. At the same time the new meeting was 
called, the former meeting's committee assembled, and 
sent a delegation to the new meeting, informing them that 
seeing there had been dissatisfaction manifested with their 
doings, they would resign the a|)pointment made at the 
former meeting ; and they resigned accordingly. This step 
so far reconciled the aggrieved, that all the members of the 
old committee, with the exception of five or six, were 
reappointed, and the tickets to the table w^ere put at two 
dollars instead Of five. But what was matter of great 
surprise was that some of the ultm tempemnce men insisted 
that the entertainment should be wholly without any kind 
of ardent sj)irit and wine I Only think of a public dinner 
without wine I Yet this objection to wine was urged by so 
large a number that at first it was feared it would upset the 
whole affair. 

The iuunl)er of gentlemen who came up from Boston 
and partook of the entertainment was about three hundred. 
I irave my two dollars for a ticket, which I ffave to my 
friend Charles (i. Prentiss, Kscj. The occasion was a 
pleasant one to the company, and [)assed off very ha|)pily. 

This day died John Marshall, Chief Justice of the 
United States, in his eightieth year. He died at Phila- 
delphia. 

July 14, 18;^5. 

J went to Boston by the Rail Way, and thence to IIin<r- 

ham by the Steam Boat General Lincoln^ where I arrived 

betw^een one and two o'clock. The ride among the islands 

in the harbor was delightful. I went to the village in 

Hinofham instead of the Old Colony House. 1 had never 
24 
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seen this vcnemble place before, and having just read the 
Letters of Geneml Washington wherein he speaks often of 
(General Lineohi, who was a native of Hingham, and 
enteitaining a great respect for him, 1 sought out the place 
where he was born, which is in the village, and spent most 
of the afternoon in looking about the different streets. At 
six J returned bv the Steam Boat to Boston, where I aiTived 
about half past seven. 1 found u{)on the boat the Rev. 
Dr. [Thomas] Gray of Jamaica Plain, Roxbury, and Capt. 
( -uitis of the same place. I was' introduced to them l)y 
Mr. John Lane Bo^dston of Princeton. Dr. [Thomas] 
Gray, now of Boston, is the son of this clergyman and my 
classmate. 

Julv 15, 1835. 

This morning at 9 o'clock I went to Nahant in the 
Steam Boat, Sandunky. We had a band of music and 
three hundred and one girls from the Hancock and other 
public schools of the citv. Thev crowded the boat full. 
They were sent down to Nahant to spend the day, and to 
afford them a ))leasant relaxation from their studies. The 
nnisic sounded well when near the city and in passing the 
islands, but at other times there was a singular de^dness 
about it, which greatly diminished its effect. I met a 
gentleman upon the boat with whom I fell into conversa- 
tion and with whom I exchanged cards. He is a Balti- 
morean by the name of Frick, a lawyer by profession, an<l 
now on a northern visit to see his son, who is to gm<luate 
at Cambridge at the coming ( ■onnuencement. He told me 
that he had a sort of respect for New England, growing 
out of his having been a j)arishioner of the Rev. Jared 
Sparks, who wjis formerly settled at Baltimore. He is a 
verv st»nsible man, thou«:h furiously given to Jacksonism.^ 



<Tli(; clmry from Uiis i)oint to the la^t entry, wam made iu a small note lMM>k, in 
the form of brief memoranda, prolKibly with the intention of entering it more 
fully on his return. 
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Saturday, at 4 o'clock, Aug. 15, reached Pittsburgh in 
the Packet Boat. Put up at the Exchange, in Penn St. 
Crossed into Pittsburgh over the acjueduct, which is over 
the Alleghany River. Tlie bridge sustaining it is about 
1500 feet in length, and was constructed by Mr. Lothrop, 
a Yankee. Visited some iron works and saw the process 
of drawing bars of iron. One minute dmws the bar from 
the pig. Making of nails. Sheet iron. 

Sunday, Aug. 1(5. 

Went with Mr. Southgate to Grant's Hill, so called 
from his memorable fight with the Indians. He was a 
Scotchman ; was defeated. The (^atholic Church upon 
Grant's Hill. New (!!oui-t House & Jail on the same hill. 
Wat<»rworks to supply the city. Went up on the high hill 
southeast of the city between the rivers. Ap|)e«rance of 
the city ; smoke & soot. Churches. Nunnery on the 
west side of the Alleghany. Suspicions about it, and 
excitement of the populace. Went over the Alleghany 
bridge, 1500 feet long, ('otton factories. Seminary upon 
Sugar Loaf hill. Scenery. Fort Du Quesne. Fort Pitt, 
obliterated. Not both on the same site. The Garrison 
above Alleghany bridge, erected about 1798-4. Wrote in 
journal. 

Monday, Aug. 17, 1835. 

Went with Mr. Southgate to the Glass Works of Mr. 
liakeweli on the Monongahela ; fine cut glass. He came to 
Pitts])urgh in 1807; liefore that had a brewery in New 
Haven, Ct., to which place he came in 179;^-4. He is a 
Tnitarian. Dr. Bancroft staved with him when he came 

• 

West. Mr. Bakewell an intelligent gentleman ; his kind- 
ness to us ; invited us to take tea with him ; shewed us the 
RoUinor \Iill above the Glass Works, owned by Messrs. 
Leonards, Welshmen. Machinery in the rolling mill ; dmw- 
ing rods from j)igs ; 2 minutes. Saw them roll plates for 
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hoilors. Hercules luiudlinir juncks of iron loO to 2(M) pounds 
for the large trip liaiumer. Crossed the Monoiijrahehi 
bridge and ascended (\)al Mountain. Saw the process of 
digging coal. Bituminous coal — abundance of it. Situa- 
tion ; 4 to T) cents the bushel delivered in Pittsburgh. 
Crossed the Monon^fahela in a ferrv. View of th(» citv from 
the mountain, 400 feet elevation. Returned to dinner. 
Water works. Furnaces for iron <'asting Mills for 
making steam engines. Dam over the Alleghany above 
the city. Pittsburg, Alleghany, Bardstown, & Binniiig- 
ham, 3;) to 40 thousand. Mr. Patterson. Kpitaphs. 

PUESBYTEKIAN Y'AHl). 



In Memory 

of 

JAMES CALDWELL 

who departeil this life 

September the 24, 180:i 

ill the 38th year of his n^e. 

To the Memory 

of 

MR. JAMES IRWIN SENK 

an old and respecta))le inhabitant 

of Pittsburgh; vii» ^ied on tlie 16th 

of July IH25, aged sixty five years. 

In 

Memory 

of 

CAPT. JOHN IRWIN, 

a soldier of the Revolution, 

who died 

May oth A. 1). 1808, 

aKe<i '>(» years. 

In Memory of 

JOHN JOHNSTON ESQ. 

late Postmaster, 

was born near Straimne, Irelan<i, 

June i:>, 1705 & d. .May 4. 1827. 
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Sacred to the Memory 

of 

JOHN CAMERON 

who departed this life 

March 23, A. D. 1822, 

aged 107 years 

He was born in the 

Parish of Kilmorack 

County of Inverness, 

Scotland : 

but for many 

years has been 

a respectable 

citizen of Pittsburgh. 

In Memory of 

JAMES ROBINSON ESQ. 

who died Aug. 16. 

1814, aged 65 years. 

In Memory of 

NATHANIEL GRAHAM 

who departed this life 

Oct. 9th 1830, 

aged 81 years. 

Sacred to the Memory of 

COMMODORE JOSHUA BARNEY 

who died in this City 

Dec. I. A. D. 1818, 

in the r>0 year of his age. 

Sacred 

to the memory of 

the REV. JOSEPH PATTERSON 

the (Irst Pastor of Racoon 
and Montours Run Congregations 
who died on the 4th of Feb. 1832 

in the 80th year of his age. 

This venerable servant of Christ 

who commenced his ministerial labours 

in 1788, was eminently distinguished 

among the Fathers in Planting 

these Western Churches— 

for zeal piety & usefulness 

and his exemplary life 

beamed a practical commentary 

on the text of his last sermon, 

" The path of the just is hs a shiniiif; 

Li«;lit tliat shineth more and more 

uuto the perfect day." 
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IIo wa8 the father of Ueaeon Robert Patterson of 
Pittsbiirofh. 

In Memory of 
CAROLINE LOTHROl* 

Consort of 

SYLVANITS LOTHKOP 

who departed this Life 

Novemher 10, 1829, 

in the 2)0 year of her a^e. 

In Memory of 

GENERAL JOHN WILKINS 

who died 30th April A. I>. I81G 

in the 55 year of his age. 

In Memory of 

JOHN WILKINS 

wlio died on the 1 1 Dec. 1800 

in the 77th year of his age. 

In Memory of 

EBENEZER DENNY 

A man highly esteemed 

for probity & good sense ; 

a soldier of the Revolution, 

who passed, 

with Roman Simplicity, 

a Life without reproach, &c. 

Hon. Mr. Denny, M. C. of this Distrlet, \t< the son of 
the above. 

Tuesday, Aujr. l«, 183r). 

Started at 4 o'clock A. M. for Steu])enville ])v sta<re. Mr. 
Southgate with ine. Crossed the Monong[a]hela l>rid«re, 
passed many furnaires. Stmn^re api)eai'ance of the fires. 
Infernal rejjrions. Smell of coal. Crossed saw mill run ; 
road hilly l»evond all precedent. Montours Run. Pla<'e 
where Parson Patterson labored. Log house church. 
Difficulty of ti-avellins^ after a min from the clav character 
of the ground. Raccoon Creek, another parish of Pai-son 
Patterson. Hills shockinofly bad, and vet the country not 
mountainous. Successive swells, and apparently without 
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valleys. C^oal pits on the wa>'. Agriciiltuml ai)[)eAi'ance«. 
Some fine faims, not many. Land uniformly fertile an<l 
the people as unifonnly shiftless. Few people in car- 
riages. Most of them on horse>)ack. In the morning 
crossing the Monon^rahela saw many females on horseback 
in the bridge going to market, (iate not open, and they 
were all huddled up, 12 or 15 of them. Passed two little 
villages ; one called Florence, and the other Hollydav's 
Cove. Hollyday's Cove is at the foot of a most prodigious 
hill. This is in the county of Washin<rti^n, and have seen 
in the course of the day many large flocks of sheep. Are 
ferried over the Ohio one mile above Steubenville. See 
people loading wool to ])e carried to Philadel[>hia. Reach 
Steu])enville in Ohio at 4 o'clock, distance from Pitts- 
burg 3f> miles I 12 hours ; 3 miles the hour ! Steubenville 
stands on a widening of the interval, high lands back and 
on the Virginia side. Houses of brick and wood, and 
dirty from the use of bituminous coal. Most of the build- 
ings two stories, and few of three. Population four 
thousand. Streets cross at right angles. Shire town of 
Jefferson County. Here we took a small flat bottomed 
steamer for Wheeling ; distance twenty miles. Aft^r we 
had <rot under way was told of the discovery in the 
mountain of an Indian i^mve. Sixty ei«:ht entire skeletons 
found. It was discovered ])y some workmen who were 
searching for building stone, and having removed the moss 
from a large rock upon one side, found a joint or seam, 
which upon examination turned out to be a door of stone. 
Tliis being removed furnished read}' entmnce to a cavity 
in the rock, where the skeletons were found. The rock 
seemed to be dug out. The rock was conical in shape 
from the base, and high enough inside to admit ^ person to 
stjind erect in. The rock outside was a]>out ten or 15 feet 
over. Is [it] not a new fact shewing the analog}' between 
oui' Indians and the Asiatics. The rock was some 150 or 
200 feet above the bed of the river in the mountain. 
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III passing down the river to Wheeling we j>asse(l 
Wellshurgh in Virginia, aiul Warren in Ohio. Siuall 
villaires. Water in the river verv low ; two or three 
places water only 2 feet & half deep. Iteaehed Wheeling 
a little afti^r sundown, and stopt at the Virginia Hotel. 

Wednesday, Aug. IJI, l^J3/>. 

Spent the day at Wheeling, Va., with Mr. Southgatc*. 
Ho had a letter to Dr. ('harles Baker, to whom he intro- 
duced me. He is an ai)othecarv, and native of Philadel- 
phia. He .showed us the Iron Furnace and Glass Works, 
his own establishment for making white lead and the 
process. Visited the public garden ; the property of an 
individual who cultivates plants for sale. And to the 
Waterworks by which the city is supplied with water. It 
is taken from the Ohio and forced up by steam powder. 
80 horse power engine. The wat<»r thrown up one hundred 
& seventy five feet into a bason. Cumberland road termi- 
nates here. Appeamnce of it. Population, 7,000. Busy 
place. Bituminous coal. Court of Justice. The Sheriff 
aft<M* a jury. Women barefoot, with great feet and legs. 

Thursday, Aug. 20, 1«H;). 
Start bv sta«:e on the Cumberland road for Zanesville.' 



■ A short time after this entr>- was made, the stai^^e was overturned and Mr. 
Bal<lwin immediately killed. 



INDEX. 



A. 

Ahlxitt, Rrv. .F<»hii S. <\, 5«, 53. 
Ailams, itou. Benjamin, 9<J. 
Adams, /V^.i. John, '290, 330, 
Adams, /*r*»«. John (iuiney, viii, 344. 
Adams, Samuel, 99. 

Allon, lion. Charles, vi, vii, 5, IS. 58, R4, 
7'i, IM, 166, ;J27. lioeation of his resi- 
dence, 139 n. 
Allen, Mrn. (*harles ( Jam(>s), (VI, 72, lOG, 

327. 
Allen, iifii. Kthan,275. 
Allen. R*'r. (ieorpe, 9. W, i:», 143, 219. 

Notice of, 9 /».. 
Allon. Hon. Joseph, 3.'J2. 
Allen, Rfv. Jo-ieph, 25, 175. 
Allen, Samuel, Jr., 42. 
Alvonl, James ('.. 210, 211. 
American Annual Rtyisfrr, ix. 
Americ^in Anti<iunrian Society, vii, 
xvii. 6 /I., 11, 21 H., 37, 45 «., 50, 98 «., 
H»2 /I., 1»I9, 173. 17H, 188 /i., 194, 2.38, 244, 
279 /I., 282 u., 2m «., 307, 321 n., 324 ?»., 
338. 
CatJiloKue of, 37, ih. n., 197, 215, 240, 245, 

2«9, 314. 
Aimual Meetiuf^s of, xvii, 37, 145, 146. 

240, .'W3, 3;«>. 
Relations with Odd Fellows' Society 

library, .38 41. 
Kuiidin^; forcibly entered, 58. 
Deposits by Won^ester To. Hist. Soc, 

144. 
Accessions to, 170. 198, 210, 212. 224, 253, 
25,9, 279, 2H1, 295, 3iK\, .'KM, 308, 311, 319, 

UMif •MJtf^ •/*rt« <xH'« 

(rrounds laid out in front of buildinp: 
of, 185; ih. set out with trees, 282, 291. 
Newspapers of, 188 rt «r//. 
(Vuincil meetinjfs of, 277, 295, 315, 326. 
Semi-annual meeting of, 350. 
American Asylum kt Hartford for the 
Education of Deaf and Dumb Persons, 

American Bible So<'iety, a39. 
American (-olonization Society, 200. 
Americ4in Education Society, 170. 



.Atnrnrnn Jurist , edit<»rH of, 5. 
American Temperance House. 83 n. 
An<;ient and Honorable Artillery Com- 

pany, ,'J06. 
Anderson, Krr. Rufus. 325. 
Antlrews, Kbenezer T., 14<>. 
Armstrong, Samuel T., 299. 
.\rnold, Nathan, .//•., 86. 
Ashmun, Prof. John H., 77, 210. 
Assalini, Taolo, 195. 
Astndopy, 177. 
Auburn, Mohh.^ originally called Ward, 

139/?. 
Aurora Iwrealis, W>, 87, 89. 
Austin, Charles, .'«)2. 
Austin, Rev. Samuel, 242, ih. n. 

B. 

nuvhdor, 213. 

Bacon, Francis, LorJ Vvrulom, cited, 
23.3. 

•• Bac^on's and Ingram's Rebellion," 170. 

Baily ( Bailey ). Rev. John, 189. 

Bally ( Bailey), Silas. 1.30, 289. 

Baldwin. Aaron. 2K.\ 320. 

Baldwin, Afins Adelaide, 26:). 

Baldwin, Christopher <\, biographical 
sketch of, v-xx. His letters, viii n. 
His purpose to prejiare a bibliography 
of America, x. Has bis books Insured. 
5, 48. Enters justice actions, 5, 9, 12, 
22, 24, 25, :e, 43, 55. Goes to Boston, 6, 
37, 98, 121. 145, 151, 259, 303, 316, 341, 350, 
:y>7; where he visits theatre, 7, 37, 122, 
145, 151, 264, 343. Boarding places since 
182.3, 8, 32, 43, (>$, 80, 285. Makes si>eci- 
flc4itions for lHM>t cutter, 10, 17; ih. for 
setting fractured limlm, 20; ih. for a 
Post Office stamp, 47; ih, for a machine 
for mortising, 54. Solicits for the A. 
A. S., viii, 11, 37, 53, 147, 162, 178, 184, 
189, 207, 'XSd. Reason for not I)eing 
elected Town Clerk, 12. Serves on 
School Committee, xv, 14; declines 'to 
l)e re-elected, 66. Edits ^fCtjin in W. 
Lintroln's atmeuce, 14-16, 28, 29, 36. 
Studies Phrenology, 15. His speech at 



366 



Christopher Columbus Baldwin. 



Latin School ^ives of7dncef 16. Death 
of his mother, 19. Sets out trees, 21, 
22, 282, 291. Goes on journey with his 
father, 2C, 78. Cares for C. Mirick, 
28-31. Contracts to edit Natioiml 
jEffiBf 29; lb. resi|;ned, 47. Buys and 
furnishes pew, Second Con^'l Church, 
32. Corrects error in Hist, of Lynn 
and is attat^ked by the author, 34. Con- 
tributes family records to Xew £nff. 
Rcg.y 36. Gross lil>e1 upon him, 38, 41 ; 
ib. causes much excitement, 39, 40. 
How he spent Thanksgivings since 1823, 
42 et acq. Lectures before Lyceum, 43, 
267, 207. Adjusts concerns with Wor- 
cestfr Moi/azhie^ 63. Moves to Barre, 
63; removes ti> Worcester, 76. I>eliver« 
4th July oration, 68. Moves to Sutton, 
80; removes to Worcester, 149. Tran- 
scribes Sutton records, 96. Copies 
papers in State House, 101. Goes to 
Vt. and N. H., 102, 126; there copies 
epitaphs, 106, 126. Begins History of 
Sutton, 124. Invited to deliver Masonic 
address, 129. Loses his valise cont. 
raluable papers, 129; t/>. recovered, 146, 
149. Chosen to rei>ort proceedings of 
the County centennial, 144. Candidate 
for librarianship of A. A. S., 148; sal- 
ary, begins, 169. Works on catalogue 
A. A. S. library, xiv, 197, 216, 240, 246. 
269, 314. Journey to Greenfield, 201; 
there copies epitaphs, 206. Cured of 
politics, 216. Writes sketch of Lt.-Gov. 
W. Stoughton, 216. Goes to New York, 
216. Elected member Penn. Hist. Soc., 
xvi, 241. Prepares third edition Good- 
win's " Town Officer," 269, 300. Writes 
for Palladium^ xiv, 279. His volumes 
of epitaphs, xili »., 294 n. C4>pies 
ancient laws of New Haven Colony, 
340. His favorite books, 340. Makes a 
journey West, xvi, 369. Death of, 364 
n. 

Baldwin, Ebenezer, 17, 226. 

Baldwin, Capt. Eden, /uther of Christ^)- 
phrr r., V. 26, 40, 69, l«i2, 248, 296, 314, 
338, :i48. 

Baldwin, Eden, brother of Christ4tphcr 

Baldwin, Mr*. Eden ( Force), ?;io//wr of 
Chriiitopher C, <laiig«rousIy ill, 12. 
Her death, 19. 

Baldwin, Eden A., nephew of Christo- 
pher a, 346. 

Baldwin, Henry-, 18. 

Baldwin, Jonathan, f/ramt/ather of 
ChrMopher C, v. 



Baldwin, Jonathan, brother of Christo- 

pher a, 13, 26, 46, 69, 74. 
Baldwin, Joseph, 160 n. 
Baldwin, Roger S., 227. 
Baldwin, Samuel, 160 n. 
Baldwin, Hon. Simeon, 7, 14, 226. 
Baldwin, William, 263. 
Baldwin family, 146, 227. 
Baldwinville, M<isB.t origin of name 

of, V. 
Bamberg, Bavaria ^ old books from, 266, 

342. 
Bancroft, Rev. Aaron, D.D.^ ix, 6 h., 12, 

19-26, 31, 36, 42, 43, 46, 66, 143, 146, 172, 

176, 186, 240, 278. Notice of, 8 n. Por- 
trait of, 200. 
Bancroft, Mrs. Aaron (Chandler), 334. 
Bancroft, Hon. George, LL.J)., x, 8 n. 
Bancroft, Miss Lucretia ( Mrs. Famuni), 

9, 16, 22, 63, 64. Private school of, 16, 

261 n. 
Bancroft, Miss Sarah, 9, 22, 33, 172, 262. 
Bancroft, Timothy W., 71, 134. 
Bangs, Edward, 106. 
Bangs, Hon. Edward D., 146, 299, 303. 
Banister, Samuel, iniiholder, 34, 46, 236. 
Barber, Dr. Jonathan, 284, 290. 
Barker, Christopher, 230. 
Barker, Capt. George, 281. 
Barker, John, 281. 
Barker, Kol>crt, 117. 
Barker, William (Capt. John), 281. 
liarlow, Rev. David H., 108. 
Barnard, Hon. Hezekiah, 244. 
Barnes, Rev. David, D.D., 210. 
Barney, Com. Joshua, 361. 
Bai^, Mass.t statistics of, 88. 
Barry, John A., 249, 263. 
Bartlett, />r. Elisha, 13, 61, 73, 192. 
Bart<m, Edmund M., 144 n. 
Baseom, Rev. Ezekiel L., 67, 73. 
B»ss, Dr. Scth, 162, 163 ?t., 264. 
Batcheller, Samuel, 31. 
Bates, Hon. Isaac C, 24. 
Baylies, Hon. Fnmcis, 329. 
Beecher, Rev. Lyman, 29. 
Belcher, Gov. Jonathan, 99. 
Belden, Dr. L. W., xiii n. 
Belknap, Andrew E., 260, 303. 
Belknap, Rev. Jeremy, />./>., 260,303, 

342 n. 
Benedict, Dr. William M., 121, 122. 
Bennett, Asahel H., 314. 
Bentley, Rev. Williafn, D.D.^ 306. 318. 
Bernard, Gov. Sir Francis, 292. 
Beverly, Mass., First Pari»h^\1 n. 
Bible, X, 214, 224. 232, 312, 336, 339, 340. 

New version of N. T., e^c, 203. 



Index. 



367 



KiKelow, Hon. Ahijah, 46. 68, 183. 

Bif^elow, Rev. A^ahel, 28. 

Bifi^elow, Miss Ellen, 61, 06, 212, 313. 

Uifrelow, Joshua, 166. 

]il;reIow. Hon. Lewis, 61. G3, 212, 313. 

Bl;;elow, Lewis, 7. 

lii^elow, Sarali, 9. 

Ki^reluw, Miss Susan ( Mrs, (ireen), 183. 

Itif^eluw, Hon. Timothy. 166. 

Billiuf^s. Samuel, 72. 

Black, Archibald, (», 73, 70. 

Blat>k, Miss Mar>' ( Mrs. liairy ), 260. 

Black, Rru. William, 260. 

Blackstone Canal, 16, 22. 33. 

illnv.ktrootVs Mogazinv^ 213. 

Blake, Miss Dorothea W. (Mrs. Bloixl). 
268. 

BUke, Klihu. 187. 

Blake, Mrs. Kliza. widow of Hon. Fran- 
cis, 8, 174. Location of her house, 138 
n. 

Blake, Miss Elizal>eth V. (Mrs. (i. T. 
Uice), 8, 18. 

Blake, Hon. Francis, vii, 8, 18, 138, 268. 

Bliss, Jesse, 2!)1. 

BhMMl, fJr. Oliver H., G, 9, 14. 16, 187, 302. 
Notice «»f , 196, 257. 

Blood, Hon. Thomas II., 268. 

Bolles, Charles, 307 n. 

Bond, Jonas, 99. 

Bond, Moses, 193. 

Bond, Thomas, 13. 

Bonney, Z. «& 1>., innholders^ 302. 

Booth, Junius Brutus, 122. 

B<M>ts and Shoes, fashions, 87. 

Boston, Mftss.^ old theatre, 7. Notice of, 
ib. n. Trenmnt theatre. 7, 37, 122, 146 
«., 161, 221. Notice of, 7 n. St. Paul's 
Church. 124. Bur>-inp: f^rounds, :m>4, 
319. Salutation Street, 319 n. Old 
South Church. 34S. 

B4mtfm Athen.'i'um, xi, 162, 362. Dona- 
tions from, 269, 344. 

B(>stf>n (\tduts, 143. 

Iloston Conrirr, 91, 2«5«) n., :i21. 

H tston Ikiily Jtlrorntr, 200, ,104. 

R'isfon Krt'nin'f Post, 98, HW n. 

B«Mt >ii Lyceum for Younj^ I^idics, 17G n. 

Host on Mirror, 4k. 

ItoHton Rt'ronlrr, 1H;», ;jn4. 

Bos well, James, his " Life of Johnson,'* 
27ti. 

Bottom, Frojlerick W., 21H. 

Boudinot, Klias, Chrrokrc Indian^ 171, 
ih. n. 

Bowdoin, James, 14G, 170, 190, 241. Notice 
of, 19t; n. 

Bowdoin Collei^c, 312. 



Boyden, I>wip:ht, innhoh/vr, IM, 200. 

Boyden. John. 260. 

Boyden, .Mrs. John (Fry), 2e»). 

Boyden, Samuel, 2.1. 

Boy<len, Simeon, 260. 

Boylston, John L., 368. 

Boylston, Zabdiel, 99. 

Boynton, .lohn, 21. 

Bradford, dor. William, his Ms. •• llis- 

tor>- of Plymouth," 349. 
Bntinard (Brainerd), /tfiv. David, 212. 

296. 
Braman, Dr. Amasa, 122. 
Brazer, Mrs. James (Mrs. Wm. Kinni- 

cutt), 69. 
Brazer, H*'v. John, 29. 
Brazer. Samuel, :i3.'{. 
Bnizer, Mrs. [Samuel], 36. 
Bri^ham, Dr. Amariah, 217. 
Brif^ham, David T., 278, 316. 
Brij^ham, Dexter, innholdery 187. 
Bri);ham, Khenezer, 278. 
British and Foreii;n Bible Society, 340. 
Brookfleld, Mass.^ Unitarian <"hurvh^% 

n. 
Brooks, Aanm, 203. 
Brooks, Silas, 17. 
Brown, Albert ( W. & A. Brown), 64, 66, 

140, 144. 
Bniw^n, Dr. Buckmlnster, 208 n. 
Bmwn, David Paul, his *' Sertorius," 122 

n. 
Brown, Jenks, 149. 
Brown, William (W. Jfc A. Brown), 64, 

66, 140, 144. 
Brown, William, 40. 
Brown, William H., 326 /». 
Brown Brothers & Co., Messrs.^ 122. 
Bruce, Abij^il ( Mrs. Hunter), 206. 
Bnice, Eli, 206. 
Bruce, .Tosiah, 206. 
Bruce, l/cvi, 79. 
Bryant, <ieorjre W., 76, 169. 
Bnk'ant family, 117. 
Buckingham, Hon. Josc}»h T., 36, 91. 

Notice of, .'<27. 
Hullard, l>r. .Vrtcmas, 80. 
Kullard, .lonatlian, 166. 
Burbank, (iardncr, 17. 
Burbank School, r>. 
Burke, M'tHttr, 161, 162 /*., ir4. 
Burlcit^li. .bdui, 9H. 
Burnett, Lutlicr. 21. 
Burnsi(b>, S;unucl .M., viii, xviii, 11, 

VtH, 14«;, .162. 
Burr, licr. Isaac, .';34. 
Burraj^e, Lowell, 4*1, 
Burt, Simeon, .11, 114, 310. 
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Kurt, Mrn. Simeon ( UobiuBoii ), '279, 310. 

Burton, Itfv. Warren, •Jfi'J. 

Kush, John, X34. 

liutlvr, />/•. John S., 20, '25, 2«, .W, :J02. 

Butiuan, Benjamin, 11. '23, 187, '200. 
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C'alKH, Hon. (leorjre, 2fi«, '2«1. 

Cady & Doolittle, iiuiftohhrs, 14r». 

Cahiweil, James, 3(*i0. 

Calhoun, //<m. William B., 57. 

Cameron, John, 3G1. 

(-apen, Nabuni ( Maruh, Capeu & Lyon, 

MrHsrs.), 349. 
Carti-playinp, 0, 13, 10, 90. 
Carter, Eliiu», 12. 
Carter, Jamefl <•., 31, '252. 
Carter, Thomas, 336. 
Carter, Andrews & Co., AtcMnt.^ 252. 
(lartwri^ht (Charles W.) & Son, Mfssrti.f 

317. 
Cartwri|;ht, John W. (C. W. Cartwrip:ht 

A Son;, 317. 
Catholic Prmfi, 289. 
Caw(N)U, John, printer, his edition of the 

Bible, 336. 
re/i/jn/"/, '235, 304. 
Central Hotel, 45 h. 
Chamberlain, Jacob, 1*26. 
Chaml>erlain, John C, 120. 
Chamberlain, lion. Levi, 1'20, 1*2<;. 
Chamlierlaln, Thomas, 1*20. Notit^e of, 

ill. n. 
Chamller, .Viss Catherine ( Mrs. Parsons ), 

'253. 
(.■handler. Dr. (J^eorpe, 302, 340. 
Chandler, Hon. John, 3:14. 
Chandler, Nathaniel, 252, 25.J. 
Chandler, Samuel, 116, 117. Notice of, 

116 n. 
(Miandler, Samuel W., '25.1. 
Channinjc, Itrv. William E., />. />., 2«V2. 
Charles II., o/ Kiujlnntt, 21H;. 
Charlestown, X. //., epitaphs from, '294/* . 
('hiise, Anthony ^Karle A' Chase, 

Mrssrs. ), '22, 192. :«»2. 
Chase, A<iuila, deseendants of, ir^i ct srq. 
Chase, Baruch, family of, 293. 
Chase, Caleb, 149. 
<.'hase, Wni. Dudley, 107. 
Chase, Harvey, 107, 1*26. 
<'hase, Hon. Ithamur, 294. 
Chase, J<mathan, 108. 
Chase, Moses, 107. 
Chsise, Nehemiah, J»3. 149. 
Chase, IMiilandcr, «*/<r<wj*irW»/ liiKhopof 

Ohio owl of Illinois, '294. 



Chase, Hon. Salmon 1*., '294 n. 

Chaite, Hon. Samuel, 107. 

Cha.se family, 107, 156, '29.1. 

Cheese, 87. 

Cheney, Luey (Mrs. (fnwvenor), 157. 

Cheney, Thomas, IWi. 

Cherokee Indians, 171. 

Chrrokf'f! Phtrnix, 171. 

Chickerin^;, Hrr. .Tesse, 72 74. 

<hild. Asa, 181,2J»8. 

( hild, Mr». Asa (<ioddard). 181. 

Child, John. 156. 

Child, Linus, 21, 180, '298. 

Chilifothf fiaztttr, 189. 

Chipman, .httlgr, 290. 

Chittenden, <2or. Thomas, '268. 

Chojtte. t)r. Charles, 1*24, 152. 

Choleni, 186, 19'2-194, 199. 

Christian Examiner, 214. 

(^hurchill, John, viii. 

Clapp, Daniel. 155. 

i'larennmt. A'. //., epitaphs from. '204 
n. 

Clark, Kdward, 121, 130. 

Clark, John, 155. 

Clark, Myrion, family of, '267. 

Chirk, William C., '285. 

Clarke, Miss Frances M. (Mrs. Hill), 73, 
86, 28,'J. 

Clarke, Her. John, />./>.. 3*20. 

Clarke, Rrv. Josiah, 167. 

i^larke, Matthew St. C., '2.77, •2:«. 

Clarke, Rtv. Samuel, 73, •28;j. 

Clay, Hon. Henry, LL.I)., 182, '242. 

Clay, Mrs. Henry, '244. 

(•oal mine, 18. Notiee of, ih. n. 

Coffin, Joshua, 7, 49, 50, 153, 200. 

Cop*well, Itrv. William, 170. 

Cole, Sumner, 86. 

Coleman (i'olman), Rw. Henrj-, VSSi. 
Not ire of, 210, ih. n. 

Coloniz;ition S«K'iety, si'c American Col- 
onization, tie. 

Coney (Cony), Hen. Samuel, 3<>. 

Con^don, Siunuel, '248. 

Connecticut Historical S<M"iety, 336 n. 
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Ctn)k, Zebeilee, ./r.. 194. 

Coolid{;e. Nathan, 106. 

<'«Mjper, Thoniiis \.,arfnrt 37. 

<'opley, John S., artist, '207. 

Corl>ett, Otis, 50. 

Cornish, X. //., epitaphs from, '294 n. 

Court, aujjmentorial, 17. 

Cowdin, Auf^istus, 32. 

Crane, Col. I(;hal>od B., 70. 

Crocker, Samuel L., m. 

Crockett, Hon. David, anecdote of, 2:{9. 
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Danfurtli, N. A P., IH'Mrf., 130. 
DanJels. ,lcwL'i>Ii,l.')n. 
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271. Itanatlun friiiii, ix ii. 
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D*vls, JoliiiB.,^. 

Davla, Joaeiili, SO. la. ;0. 
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Davis, Samuel, 'IVi. 

Davte, Wendell, 2UH. 
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Day. Dutld, M, »l. Kto. 
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Dean, Aaron, 24C. 
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Denny, Klieneier, 3)12 
Denny, J/Jm Harriet, 



Uexter, Hon. Sanim 



bony, -i 



Dike family, V». 

Dli, «r. Elijah, 103 i.., IW. 

Dix. JfJjM Uar}' (Mrs. Harris), 193 ii. 

Docilittle, K|)hraim, IW, 

I>oolittle, l.uciuH, tnnliolder, 121. I^ 

Durr, Joseph, IKS. 

Dorr & Howlnnd, .l/fwr*., -XO. 

lluriilUti-s, L-iiTi. 



Dudley, »amiiel. 99, 
Dnnmoore, /Jr. WiV 
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DwiKlit, Kei: Tiino 



Yalr I 
'Wight fs 



iiily, « 



i::Hrl, Hezekial 

t^arle.JoliriM 



l-:i>«in 


Wlllliini, !>4, 3,'!. 






K<'lii» 


e.93. 






KdRur 


U.«n,.W..-«.,e|i 


tai.l> fruff 




Kdaiin 






■«(. 




is. Her. Juimth 


HI, W. /J. 


/-«•«. ,v 


Ihr 


V,//..,/.V. J.,-J9S. 




Kliul, 


ffi I-. Anilrcw, / 














Klisba 


l*«triek N. I., 




nl rlRht 






Jesse i>.. 




Klliut 


(Elliott I, <V.Hi 


i*t. 


EllHW. 

Klton 


rth,HenryI..,3 

JV-t/', Riimeo, l 


27. 






un, l-reileriek, 






Kmen. 




W. 








123. 




Emma 


IS, l.lialHHl, 66 






Emmo 




el. />. «., 


142, 2B6. 


li:nim<i 


n«, SKiuuel, Jr., 




relating 



H70 



Ohrislopher Columbus Baldwin, 



Kpitaphs, xlii ?<., 112, 116, 206, 294 n., 319, 

329. 
Kssex rii8t^>rical Society, xvi. 
K8tiibr<>ok, Daniel, 94. 
Kstabrook, Z>r. (feorjje, 94. 
Kstabrook, JameH, i:^. 
Estabrook, Jedidiali, 94. 
Kstabrook, Jones, InnhnUUtr^X^f 236.* 
Kstabrook, Iton. Joseph, 13. 
Kstabrook, MiHsM-Avy II. (Mrs. I. Davis), 

5,15. 
Evans, Oliver, 317. 
Everi'tt, //«/». Alexander H., 70. 
Everett, I/on. Edward, LL.D.^ ix, 36, 

146, 18K, 334. 
Everett, llou. Horat^e, 126, 126, 333. 
Ewer, Charles, 318. 
Exchange Coffee House, Boston^ 146 n. 

F. 

Fairbanks, Eidiraim, 156. 

Fanner, John, 36, 172. 

Famsworth & Harris, Mfanrft,^ innhoM- 

ers, 285. 
Felt, J{t'i\ Joseph B., elTorts to procure 

funds for a Female ('oUege, 198. 
Fessendcn, Thomas G., his " New Eng- 
land Fanner's Almanack,** xix. 
Field, John, 150. 
Fisher, Alvan, artist, 196-201. Family 

of, 190. Anecdote of, 277. 
Fisher, Clam (Mrs. J. (}. Maeder), notice 

of, 146, Ih. n. 
Fisher, Maturin L., 302. 
Fiske, Dr. Oliver, 97, 250, 334. 
Fitchburg, J/oM»., Firnt Congregational 

Church, 30 II. 
Fitton, Abraham, 289. 
Fitton, liev. James, 288. 
Flagg, />r., 24. 
Flagg, Al>el, 30. 
Flagg, Samuel, 334. 
Flet<dier, Joel, 108. 
Fletcher, Richard, 6, 108. 
Flint, Dr. Austin, 176, 246, 292. 
Flint, Dr. Edwanl, 275. 
Flint, Mrs. Edward (Emerson), 276. 
Flint, />r. JoHiah.292. 
Flint, Waldo, 176, 246, 261, 276. 
Flint, Mrs. Waldo (Dean), 275. 
Folscmi, Charles, .'{43. 
Folsoni, George, 187, 251, 348. Notice of, 

188/1. 
Forbes, Abner, 106. 
Forl>es, Al>saIom, KM!. 
Forbes, .Jothani, IMi. 
Fijrbes, Libbeus, 106. 
Forbes, Phillip J., 222 /i. 



Force, Afiss Abigail (Mrs. Baldwin), r. 

Force, (Jeorge, 278. 

Force, Li^^ttt. Jonathan, v. 

Force, Hon. Peter, 237. 

Force family, 164 rt seq. 

Foster, Abner, 54, 59. 

Foster, Alfred D., 51, 79, 201. 243. r..oca- 
tion of his residence, 83 n. 

Foster, Mrs. Alfred D., 51. 

Foster, Jedidiah, 165. 

Foster, Mrs. — , ( Walcott), 113. 

Foxcroft, Miss Charlotte (Mrs. I*hillips), 
249, 262 a., 2<J2. 

Foxcroft, Miss Marj-, 249. 

Fowle, William B., 308. 318. 

Fowle, Mrs. William B. (Moulton), 318. 

Franklin, Benjamin, LL.li., anecttote 
relating to, 305. 

Franklin Mercury, xi, 209. 

Freemasons, 23, 42, 60, 56, 82, 102 }i., 129, 
141, 186, 337. Anti-masonic conven- 
tion, 43, i;>9. 

Frick, Mr., 358. 

Frothingham, Her. Nathaniel L., />./>., 
318. 

Fr>-, Col. James. 260. 

Fuller, Simeon, 96. 

Fulton, Robert, 316. 

Fulton, war-ship, explosion of, 24. 

G. 

Gall, Franyois J.. 146. 284. 

(lardiner, Maine, Lyceum, 316. 

Gardner, />r. Joseph, 99. 

Garrison, William Lloyd, 200. 

(tates, El)enezer, 130. 

(jates. Gen. Horatio, 221. 

<iates. Miss Seraphina, 73. 

Gates. Seth, 71. 

Gay, Her. Ebenezer, 210, 260. 

Gay, Ebenezer, son of the preceding, 260. 

Gay, />r. Martin, 124, 152, 249, 353. 

George 11., of England, 231. 

Gibl)S, Prof. Josiah W., 230. 

Gill>ert, Dexter, 13. 

(liles. Miss Marianne C. (Mrs. Wash- 
burn), 51. 

Gill, Lintt.-iior. Moses, 348. 

Gill. Mrs. Moses ( Prince), 348. 

Go<Ulard, Hon. Calvin, 21>7. 

Goddard, Luther, 181, 298. 

Godthird, WUliam A.. 298. 

Goffe, Her. Joseph, 80, 97. 

<;oire, Col. William, the regicide, 296. 

Going, Ht'v. Jonathan, It. I)., 48, 49. No- 
ti(^e of, 48 n. 

Goldsmith. Miss Molly (Mrs. HiU), 284. 

Goldsmith, Oliver, cited, 287. 
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Ooodale, Rev. William, 47. 

Goodrich, Charles P., 60. 

Goodrich, Jesse W., 348. 

Goodwin, Rev. I). Le Baron, 1.39, 149. 

Goo<iwin, Henry, 183. 

Goodwin, Isaac, 6, 71, 102 n., 14C, 147, 181, 
183. Notice of, 4A n., 209 n. Editions 
of his "Town Officer," ih., 300. 

Goodwin, Mrs. Isaac, 71. 

Gookin, Daniel, 83. 

(torton, Samuel, his " Simplicity's de- 
fence," 193. 

Grafton, Mass.t epiUiphs from, 2m n. 

Graham, Nathaniel, 'Ml. 

Granger, Daniel, 170. 

Granger, Jacic, 170. 

Grant, AHm Zilpah P. (Mrs. Banister), 
198, 296. 

Gray, Francis C, 289, 313. 

Gray, Rev. Thomas, D.D., 358. 

Gray, Dr. Thomas, .IM. 

Green, Mr.^ antUjuary, 304. 

Green, Benjamin, 30.3. 

Green, Dr. Charles, 183. 

Green, ATma Elizabeth, 9, 51, 53, 55, 59. 

Green, James, 39. 

Green, Dr. John, 16, 24, 83, 192, 250, 302, 
353. 

Green, Afra. John, 83. 

Green, Dr. Isaac, 183. 

Green, William N., 39. 

(Greenwood, Isaac, 100. 

Greenwood, Samuel, 100. 

Griffin, Charles (Griffin ^r MorrUl, 
.\feHitrH.),29, 50,300. 

(irrimk<^, /ion. Thomas 8., 241. 

Grosvenor, El)enezer, family of, 157. 

Gun factory, Afillbnry, 20. 

H. 

Hackett, James H., 225. 

Hakluyt, Richard, viii. 

Hale, Prof. Benjamin, 315. 

Hale, Josiiih L., 315. 

Hale, Moses, 156. 

Hale, Mrs. Sanih J., editor " I^idies' 

Magazine," 213 n. 
Hall, .MUi Anne, artist, liW>. 
Hall, Charles li., family of, 105. 
Hall, Uec. David, 172. His tiiary, 148. 

Family record of, 158, 
Hall, Rev. Edward B., 30, ib. n. 
Hall, Rev. Edward H., 176/*. 
Hall, J<matlian, 1(K>. 
Hall, Josiah, 119. 
Hall family, 112, 118, 158. 
Hallett, Benjamin F., 200, 304 7i. 
Hamilton, Alexander, 66. 



Hanson, .Vr., 26, 27. 

Hapgood, Thomas, 163 n. 

Harl)ack, Thomas, 86, 123. 

Harback family, 123. 

Harding, Rev. Alpheus, 64. 

Harding, Chester, artist, 31, 32, 97, 198. 

Portraits by, 31, il>. n. 
Harrington, Jubal, 24, 138, 309. Publishes 

lilKjl upon C. C. Bahlwin, 38-41. 
Harrington, Oliver, 52. 
Harrington, Samuel, 15, 130. 
Harris, Clarendon, 5 n., 9, 193 n, 
Harris, Rev. Thaddeus M., D.D., 146, 147, 

2&4. Noti<;e of, 193 n. 
Harris, Dr. Thaddeus W., xiii, 2M. 
Harris, Toleration, 193. 
Hart, (^harles H., his "Last of the Sil- 

houettists," 325 /i. 
Hartford, Conn., 216. Visit to, 1833, 231. 
Harwood, Rasselas, 193. 
Hassanamisco Indians, 90, 92, 131, 153. 
Hastings, Hon. Seth. 161. 
Hastings, William S., 17. 
Hatch, Estes, 99. 

Hathaway, Samuel, iimholder^ 236. 
Haven, Samuel F., LL.D., xvii, 144 n. 
Hawes, Rev. Joel, 60. 
Hay den, Joel, 120. 
Haynes, Josiah, 286. 
Hayward, Phinehas, 155. 
Heard, Gen. Nathan, 9, 143. 
Henry, John, 109. 
Henshaw, Daniel, 75. 
Henshaw, Joseph, 155. 
Herrick, Rev. Osgood, 80, 126. 
Hewit, Rev. Nathaniel, 10. 
Heylyn, Peter, his " Mikpokosmos," 

263. 
Heywood, Dr. Benjamin F., 14, 24, 192, 

302. 
HiggiuHon, Rev. John, 230. 
Hill, Rev. Alonzo, 6 «., 9, 14, 28, 30, 31, 42, 

45, 49, 59, 73, S6, 249, 352. Notice of, and 

of his family, 283. 
Ilillard, Gray & Co., Messrs., 307 n., 

Hitchcock, Edward, D.D., Pres. of Am- 
herst Coll., 184. His "Geology of 
Massachusetts," 211. 

Hoadly, Rvr. Loammi I., 63. 

Hoar, J/on. Samuel, 61, 77. 

Holbrook, Josiah, 258. 

Holbrook, Sylvanus, 104. 

Hotden, Abner, 154i. 

llolden, Benjamin, 156. 

Holden, Moses, 64. 

Holden, Seth, 72, 121. 

Holland, Prof. William M., 232, 311. 
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iiathan, 1<>. 



I, Z>r. Jahii.2r«. 
IIa|iklnii. Pr-^, Albert. 2M. 
lIoi.klTM, Itti: Daniel, Ii.lK, 2W. 
Huiikiru, fVif. Mark, £Ii». 
Hu|ikliis, .l/m. >lHrk(flet(i«ant),3n9. 
Ho|>klns, Rer. Kamiiel, /',/J., :!5H. 
lot 
Hur 

7G. Its. 



Iliwiuer. Jf J« Mercy. "!». 

Hainicr family ll>T 

lIuURhtun. lion. Nutlianlel. 63, 71, 3^. 

Houutiinlc(Hi>uwati>iiuc). Indlaiui. 200. 

Unrey Jonu A.. Si. 

nuwBrU. Tliomu. IGS, 

Ituwaril iBtnlly. 1E9 ft teq. 

Hnwe, Hammcinil. Vn. 

Ilnwe. l>r. Joelali. ixi ». 

Howe. Lyman, 1». 

IlnwF, Thonuw, 10. IT. 

Hiiyt, <M. Ellliii. :jll. 

llnyti Qpn. E|Hi|>hr)is, hiH '■ Antlriiwrlan 



Hulilmnl 



, ■•». Nock-e 



Hnblunl, .Wiu HuruU !>., atO. 
Ilurlihin, ftri'. <']iarlea, .13a. 
Hull,Jal<«.m. 
Hunt. Ezeklel, lOl. 
Uanter {\iinf ore, 1SM. 
Huntlnelnn. CharlRB, -ga. 
llaiilinpt<iil, Ki-i: DuiIkI. •Hfi. 
Hutitlnt'fin. a'>i-. .SHniue1,»)>T. 
Huntington, WillUin, JWi. 
Iliiti'Iiliiwin. Iter. Auron. lll>. 
HuU'liiiUKUi. (Jul'. Thoniiu, 1»7, XfU. 3U. 



Irwin. . 
Irwia. (V(if..l 



w,, Frinulr Semlniir}', -J 



321. 
Jaeksun Party, no, \W, Mi. 
J-:m Jfhiin Siimi,%\ii,3l\ a. 
James. Eilwln, 306. 
Jamra. Eleaur, IS, «), K, », IIM, 32T. 
Janies. (ieurKe. ini. 
Jamea, .\lla» Mary (Hr». Tliumpsim ), 

se-«i. w, (M-ea, 69, ri, rs, im. i«i. 

Junnan. M'liui Fanny (Hn. Temaii). 

ilarrlA, Dr. [Leiinanl), 1'^. 

.larvlR, «ii-. Samuel F., li,IK,-a:l. 

JelFenon, /'ns. Thnnua. i:o. SM. 

.luirrlea. Uaviil. 101. 

JeRriea, Hon. Jiihn. 101. 

Jenk>. «ev. William. D.l>., IW, jno, 

334 n. 
Jennlaon. Ui*i Calberinr. 240. 
J«niilMin. Samuel. SI, 156. 2«i. ->19, ■2C0, 

■»i, 3M II., XM. Notice uf, 96 II. 
.lenniaon. M>ii. William, »M. 
Jolmitan. Naliiim. 130. 
.InhnH'n. Sainnel, Lr..li., SIG. 
.TuliniHin, Tiinotliy. M. m, IM. 
■IciliQHtAQ, -Inhn. .100. 



Junni, Jniw|ih H., '.!i». 
Jonea, flon. Nathaniel, S 
Jonea family. Ii:!. 
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at, 73. 



KeatlliK. Williaiu H.. 306. 

Keeiie, Will lain, lol 

Keuclall. //uii. .loiciili Ii.. IT. ISI, 30^. 3IU. 

Kenrl<'k.Juhn.l4^. 

Kettell. Daniel. 43. 

Kettell.Johnl"..*!. 

KlnB,C)r™,31S. 

Klni;, Henry. 1U. 

KlUK, Kciliert, Kiirl nf KlapKlnn, hl« 

" Antliiiiltlea of Mexhici," Ix. Mn. 
KiDgabiiroiiKh Vltrouut, are Kim; U., 

Ktirl uf KlHvitOH. 
Ktnnlentt.TlKnuaii.O ii., 9, II, HI, !»-■.». 

m, 34, 61, 143. Im, X!l. 33Fi, 

Kiniiiciitl, .Vm. Th an. at. 

Kliinleiitt, William, m. 

Klnnlentt, .Vn>. William (Hruot). GO. 

Klrklanil. It',-. Juliu T., l.L.It., I'm. ,4 

llarniril Vullrgr, -ilSi. 
Kirklauil. Mm. JohiiT. (CalMt), SHI. 
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LadieA^ Maf/nzin4>, 213 n. 

lAmb, I>r. Kilwarcl, 310. 

r^inl), Mrs. Kdwanl ( Robiiit«oii ), 310. 

Land Bank, 08, 9». 

Laii^<l<>n family, epiUpliM of, 319. 

learned, Et)enezer, 1R5. 

I^chmere'8 Point, 7. 

Lee, Arteman, fio, 70, 70. 

Lee, CharlPH. 71,88. 

Lee, licr. Joseph, 1(57. 

Lee, floneph, the vlder, 250. 

Lee, Joseph, 2r)0. 

I^ee, Saiunel, 107 /t. 

Lee, Setb.03, (»), 73. 

Lee, ThomaM J., his ♦• Si>ellinjr-ho<>k," 

167 n. 
I^^te, Thomas, ISO. 
Lekrester, Monti. ^ First Ctmi/regatioiwl 

t^hurrh, 37 n. 
Leicester Academy, vi, 346. 
Leland, Cynis, IM>, 107. 
Leiand, .lonatlian. ir).'{. 
Inland, .foshua W., 122. 
Iceland, Thtmias, 107. 
Leland family, 12:{. 
I>eonard, ///>/*. I»aniel,21M), ;«0. 
Leonard, Hfr. Georj^e, 107. 
lA^snre, William T., 50. 
Lewis, Alonzo, his ** History of Lynn," 

LitM'rator, 2<K». 

Lincoln, Miss Anne, VJl. 

Lincoln, /^•»'. Calvin, notice of, :» u. 

Lin<?oln, Daniel W., ;«)2, 3.»5, .««. 

Lin<*oln, /////'. Enoch, r»r>r. of Maine, in- 

formation of his death, lUi-XK 
Lincoln, .J«din W., 17, 32, :«, lix, 45, 55. 
Lincoln, dor. I^\i, thv vltlvr^ .'i2. 
Lincoln, 6o»'. Levi, 7, 13, 16, 1I», 26, .'«», ;i5- 

W, 42, 43, 45, 58, 641. 77, •.»7, 243, 244, 259, 

2W, 2«i5, 270, 271, 314, 321 , ;W4. Traits of 

his i-haractcr, 215, 272. 
Lincoln, U*vl, .//•., 28, .•U8. 
Lincoln, Miss Lucy, 201, 212, 249. 
Lincidn, MisH IVnclope, 191. 
Lincoln, William, vi, vii, xviii, xix, 14, 

17, 19, 21. ."{2, .'MJ, :rM5, 5:{, 61, 72, 7r.. 

83, IM, 98, 101, l.tO, I.J4, l.W. 145. 182, 246, 

252, 282, 30:i, :H0. Location of his 

estate, 2.3 /i.,.'J2. 
Lind, Jenny, 152 /*. 
Litho^^raphy, X\\. 
Little, Isa;ic, '.«>. 
Little & Mrown, Mrssrs., .'107 n. 
Livinp«ton, Jlon. Kilward, 241. 
Lombard, Davis. 1^2. 



Lonp, Stephen H., 306. 

Lon^ley, />r. rhineas,93. 

Lon^ley, Miss, 5KJ. 

Lorln»?, Ellis (}., 152. 

I^irin^, lO-r. Israel, 288. 

Lothrop (r^atbrop), lit v. Joseph, />./i., 
19. 

Lothrop, Sylvanns, 'Mfl. 

Lond, Edward, 26, 4<>. 

I/ivell, Joseph, 58, 130. 

Lowell, Rer. Charles, />./>., 14<;, 362. 

Lowell, Mass., factory at, bnrnt, 6. 

Li/Hii Mirror. 34. 

Lyon, ('njtt. Benjamin, 280. 

Lyon, I /oh. Chittenden, 2«>8. 

Lyon, tion. Matthew, noti<?e of, 208 h. 

Lyop, Mrs. Matthew (Chittenden), nar- 
rative of, 269. 

Lyon, Wiiyam, library of, 229. 

M. 

Maccarty, Hfv. Thaddeus, 3:J4. 
j McClellan, James, 92. 
' MacCJrcj^ory, Miss, 180. 
I Makepeace, (Jershom, 15<'i. 
I Malcom, Reu. Howanl, />./>., :J09. 
I Maltby, /{tr. Jidin, 81, i:w, 149. Notice 
of, W /*. 
Manners and customs, 2:m:, 247, 260, 287, 

328. 
Mansfield, Her. Isiiac, 2<»6. 
Mansfield, Isaac, son of thr priveiting, 

2tUJ. 
Mansfield, Jacob, 291. 
Manufactory Bills, 98, 9!». 
Manufactures, failures, 7. l^osses by 

fire, 8. 
Marble family, 107. 
March, Antlrew. :V{2. 
Marsh family, 113. 

Marshall, lion, .fohn, LL.IK, VI, 170, 357. 
Martha's Vineyard, 184. Indian tradi- 
tion of, 185. 
Martin, lion. Fnincis X.,241. 
Mason, Jeremiah, 197. 
Mason, Miij. .lohn, his " History of the 

I'equot war," :r24 n. 
Mason, />r. .lohn, family of, 192. 
MiLson, Jimathan, artist, 198. Family 

of, 197. 
*' .Massachusetttmsis," 290, 329. 
Massachusetts, I^roviiicial Congress of, 
155. MendH'rs of, from Worcester Co., 

//*. ft St'tf. 

Massachusetts Historical Si^K'iety, 148 /(., 
185/1., lim, 311 /*., .321 n. Ilare Ms. in, 
.')42. Donations from, 344. 

Massucht4setts Retjister^ xix. 
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UhriMopher CoJumbuH Jialdwin. 



AfaHHaehustttH .Spy, W, 132 /».. 188, 11»2. 

Massnrh nwttH Yvonmn , 34, 270. 

Massasoit, Womimnong Huchvm^ 145. 

Mather, Hcv. Cotton, />./>., 321). 324. 
Cited, 248. DiariCH of, 321 «. 

Mather, Rev, Increase, J >.!)., 320. 

Mather. licv, Samuel, />./>., :i20. 

Mather house, lioslon, treasures in, 147. 

Mattoon, Gen. Kbenezer, 3U3, :U)4, 306. 

Maynard, A vary, 15. 

Maynard, Harvey, 85. 

Maynard, Iter. Lyman, 84. 

Medford, Mass., Female A<'adeniy of, 274. 

Mendal, Paul, 15G. 

Mvrcurius Politivus, 229. 

Merrick, Hnv. .lohn M.. 67, 72, 73. 

Merrick, Miss Nancy, 22. 

Merrick, Pliny, 22, 24, 38-41, 48, 55, 143, 
146, 176, .')35. Kenounces msisonry, 44. 

Merrick, ThorntiJn A.. 48, 138, 140. 

Merrill, Hon. .Jami« C, 146, 3(»3, 342, aV2. 

Merrimack Manufacturing Co., factory 
of, destroyed by Are, 6 n. 

Metalhic, Indian, 272. 

Metcalf, John, IK). 

Metoalf's tiivern, Chariest own, X. li., 
126. 

Milll>ur>', Mass., arm«»r>' at, 20. Epi- 
taphs from, 294 n. 

Millbury Hank, 102, 125. 

Miller, Hannah (Mrs. Hall), 158. 

Miller, Henry W., 22 

Miller, Her. John. 158. 

Miller, Her. Kodney A., 143. 

Mills, .Mrs. Abij^ail (Mrs. Kmmons), 142. 

Mills. Her. E<lmund. 142, 149. 

Mills. Edmund J., 96, 149. 

Mills, Hon. Elijah H., 292. 

Mills, Richard, 43. 

Mills, Her. Samuel J., eltler, 142. 

Mills, Her. Samuel J., 141. 

MillHt<me Hill, 184. 

Mirick, Charles, illness of, 28-31. 

Mitchell (Mitchill). Dr. Samuel L., anec- 
dote relatin^j: Ut, 219. 

Moen, Philip L., residence of. 32 n. 

Monroe, Dr. Alexander LeK., 141, 142. 

Monroe, Dr. Stephen, 142, 151. 

Monr<K», Timothy, 151. 

Moore, Huj^h, 275. 

Moore, Her. 2^phaniah S., D.D., 142. 

Morgan, (?apt. William, 205. 

Mor^i^an family, 2.'U. 

Morrill, Samuel ((^riflin S: Morrill, 
Messrs. ), 29, 50. 

Morris, (Jouverncur, ix.12:). 

Morris, Gen. L<*wi8 K., 123. 

Morris, Lieut, Kichard H., 123. 



Mi»rse family, 107, 128. 
Morton, Hon. Perez, 174. 
Mort<m, Thomas, his '* New Entjclish Ca- 
naan," ix. 
Mourning customs, chan(|:e of, 48 et seq. 
Mower, Henrj-, 116. 
Munson, Israel, 2:n, 260. 
Music, 11, 61, 92, 143, 192, 237. 275. 



N. 



Napoleon I., Emfteror, 266, 308. 

Nash. Her. William, notice of, 19. 

National .Etjis, vii, 14, 28, 30. 215, 279, 
299. 

Xational Calendar, 238. 

Xational Journal, 238. 

Neal, Daniel, his " History of New Eng- 
land, " 324 n. 

Neal, John, notice of, 213, ih. n. 

Nelson, Her. John. 37. Notice of, ih. n. 

New En{|:land, steam hoat, 217. 

Xeir Eiujlantl Palladium, 327. 

New Hampshire Historical Society, x\\, 
172. 

New Haven, Conn., visit to, 1833, 226. 
Tnimbull Gallerj-, 230. 

New York (City), Park Theatre, 78, 221, 
225. 

New York (City), Phtt'nix bank, 223. 

New York (Cit>), Trinity Church, 218 n. 

New York Historical Society, 12, 188 n., 
223. 

Xew York Magazine, 223 n. 

New York Society Library, 222 it. 

Newburyiiort, society formed to abol- 
ish wearing: mourning, 49. 

Newcomb, Caleb, 21. 

Newcomb, Caitt. Francis, 226. 

Newcomb, Henr>' K., 16, 17, 22, 23, 29, 38, 
42, 51, 52, 138, 201, 205, 209, 216. 

Newc<mib, Horatio G., 205, 209. 

Newcomb, Joseph W., 22, 208 n., 210. 

Newcomb, Mrs. Joseph W.,201, 212. 

Newcomb, Hon. Richard E., 201, 206, 
208 «., 210, 236. 

Newcomb family, 205. 

Newton, Daniel, .'{5. 

Newt«>n, Henry, 26, 46. 

Newton, Hon. Rejoice, 21, 36, 197, 200, 
25<i, 321, 352. 

Newton, Mrs. Rejoice, 33, 173. 

Newton, Her. Ro^^er, 'jm. 

Newt^m family, 208. 

Norris. Miss Elizii (Mrs. Papanti), 191. 

Xttrth Anwrir.an Herieir, ix. 

Norwich, Ohio, xvii. 

•• Novanglus," 290. 
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Noyeft, Rev. George R., 37, 73, 176. Notice 

of, 8 «. 
Noyes, Thoiiia8, 191. 
Nye, Ebcnezer, notice of, 163 n. 
Nye family, 163 n., 160. 

O. 

0<lcl Fellows Fraternity, raeetin^rs of, in 

reference to its library, 38-41. 
Ohio Conii>any, xi. 
Ohio Valley, mounds of, ix. xvi. 
Olmstead, Prof. DennlMon, 'J-iC /♦. 
Osgood, livv. Jonathan, V2S\. 
Osgood, Dr. Jonathan W. 1)., 13, 12f). 
Osgood, Rt'v. Peter, 6(». 
Otis. Hon. Harrison G., LL.D., :»\. 

P. 

Packard, Rev. Asa, 2C*J. 

Paine, Charles, 6, 9, 2i!, '1\. 

Paine, lion. Klijah, l'J6. 

Inline, Frederick W., .'WJ, ;«5, 340, 'X>2. 

Library of, 279. Pamphlet <'ollector, 

314 n. 
Paine, .\fr». Frederick W., 279. 
Paine, Gardiner, 8, 17, 32. 
Paine, Her. George S., 279. 
Paine, Henry, 38. 
Paine, Hon. Nathaniel, 29, 35, 48, M, 73, 

97, 141. Omits mourning ctistoins, 49. 

L4)cati(m of his residem^e. 8(i n. 
Paine, Mrn* Natlianiel, death of, 48. 
Paine, Kolwrt Treat, LL.D., 248. 
Paine, K4>bert Treat, 248. 
Paine, Robert Treat, Jr., 248. 
Paine, Rtn\ Thomas ( Samuel ), 24«. 
Paiuinti, Lorenzo, noti«*e of, 191, ih. n. 
l*ark. Dr. John, xviii, 173. Notice of, 

176 n. 
Park, Mrs. John, 173. 
Parker, Hon. Isiiac, LL.D.^ 17, 35, (X), f>l, 

71. Notice of, 175/1. 
Parker, M\hh Martha, 249. 
Parker, Timothy, I.^hJ. 
Parkman, /^•/•, Fnmj'is, />./>., 140. 
Parsons, Tlie(>i>hiluH, 253. 
Patch, Lu<\v, 9. 
Patridge. Dr. Warren, 120. 
Patterson, Wc/*. .hnseph, 3t)l, 3ri2. 
Patterson, Robert, .'«)2. 
IJayne, John 11. , xii, 311. 
PealKMly. Oliver W. H., .'J3G. 
Peale's Museum of Art and Natural 

History, Xfi. n. 
IVckhaui. Robert, tirti/*t, family of, 28.'i. 
Peirce, Dr. Leonard ^Kbcnczer;, 82, 91. 
Pendleton, William S., 331. 



Pennsylvania Historical Society, xvi, 
241. 

Percival, Dr. James G., library of, 227. 

Perkins, Oliver L., 30.J n. 

Perry, Kmory, 17, 14.'!. Notice of, 51 n. 

Phelps, Azor, 124. 

Phelps, Dr. Azor R., 84, 124. 

Phelps, Mrs. l>el»orah (Monroe), 151. 

Pliel]>s, Dr. [ Francis K.], 107, 126, 127. 

Phelps, Dr. Moses, 151. 

Phelps, Simeon, 85. 

Philadelphia. Chestnut St. Theatre, 78. 
Anth St. Theatre, 79. 

Phillips. Moses I). (Phillips, Sam]is<m 
& Co., Mt'sarH.), 252 n. 

Phillips. Willard,5. 

I'hillips A(>ademy, ICrtfer, 273. 

Phipps (Phips), (;or. Sir Willijim, 
320. 

Phrenolog>-, 15, (H, 97, 217, 284, 290, 308, 
349. 

Pierce, dor. Renjamin, notice «>f, 26 n. 

Pierce, Frfn. Franklin, 'M n. 

Pierce family, 117 ff nvq. 

Pierpont, AVr. John, xi, 184, 214, 263. 

Pigeons. 46, 7«, 168. 

Pittslmrgh. Pinn., visit to, 359. Epi- 
taphs from, 'MH\. 

PcK'umtuck Valley Memorial Associa- 
tion, 211 n. 

Poti/onfhoM, .'ftW. 

Porter, Rrr. Kliphalet, 194. 

I'orter, tJr. Ja(rob, 25. 

I'owcrs, Ner(», 11. 

Pratt, William, 62, <J5, 143. 

Prentice f l^rentiss), AVr. Thonuts, 28i». 

Prentis, Luke. 9<». 

I'rentiss, Charles (i., 315, .'t40 /»., 357. 

Prentiss, Henry, .'t48. 

Prentiss, Joseph (J., 314. 

Prcs«ott, Kilward <i., »»3. 3(H'.. 

Pres«M>tt. Kliziibeth (Mrs. Hall), 158. 

I'rescott, .Iitihji' .lames, Jr., 273, :Ri8. 

Prescott, .r<uiathan, 158. 

I'rince. Ittr. Thomas, 9, :i48. 

Prison l)iscipliue .»<oclety, 190. 

Pun'hius. Samuel, viil. 

Purgatory, Snffon, 84. 

Pursh. Frederick, sR. ' 

Putnam, Kilward, 85, m, 155. 

l*utnani, KliMha, 99. 

Putnam. (Urn. Israel, 117. 

Putnam, Israel, 82, 95. 

Putnam, John (Putnam, Williams <& (^o., 
MfHurs.), 313. 

Putnam, .l//'s. John, 313. 

Putnam, LeHaron. 82, 85, 97, 102, 103, 121, 



Uhnslophi-r Cohuuhii^ Bahhrin. 



Ilitiuiiii family, l< 



({uarlFtly Meitinil Ji-urnnl. 1 
Itnrcphy Ituinriu^turtuic <'•>.. 
Uulwy, M>H J<»Ub,lL.lJ.J' 

ninl riilliift, -. Ilf> I K 

Quliii^. rw..i 



■UltpiTII 



I. Idki!, 



Ratfa^Ilri Aaiitl, taiWBtrlc* of 

toons, 3ia. 
Railmaito. 31U, 3Ki. 
Kam'R-bonir^ml.Slt. 
Han^r, .Vj» niartiittP, TO. 
Rcail, BCTijamln, 1: 



conl <: 



lliHh. don 



rrom 



ml, JolmT.. 'J«i. »irj. 

ICi-xlri<lH>,-J2T, l^M. 

ItHvlvat, rellchiiiH, y-«- 

■teymililH, in-. Jowiih, ■■(». 

Keyn<>l<li>, ilrn. Jf Hut'li ( ITtow'tt ). 338. 

hbodfl iRlanil HlHtorlinl H<H'iety, xvi. 

Rtiv. AlH-l.<iS. 

Ktri-, 4lr<inK T., 7, H. 11, in, IS, 2S. M. W, 
'12, M, U>. Ki. 13K, IHT, ^inii. Huiuiiiuueil 
iMfun AiitCDirnlortal t'lHirt. 17. 



KUv, .tfi-K. tlP'irp- T. ( lllakf 

KIm, HuiiiiwI K., 17. 

Ul'te. .SWiilirii. LW. 

Kli^o raiully. IW. 

ItiHi. Oluiiliuli. X, -UK. XW. 

Rk-h, IVK-r, 11. 

Rfdmra.,tiavl.l,i™. 

iUliley, Hei: Kxia, /(.»., Il 

Rlliley, «.r.tJr»r(n'..Tl. 



KolvrlH. AiuuKi, 1«i. 
K»li<-rti>. AuKiiHtiiK W., 14". 
Iliibiiwuii, Mil- <'utlicrln<-, HI 
KiitiiiHuiu, JMUn>. K\. 
RablnmiD, fv. Jemululi. :nii. 
KiibinHUD, J'lhii 1'., 7:1. 
KnhiiHon, .UJn> Hury. Kt, :il'l. 



Ri'ltp™. Kr,: .lotin. /jwirirh, SK. 

Iti^ent, Itri: .liilin, IhtT/ard.Xti. 
I RuK^n. /"-I'- .lohn, Ln.miutler, SXi. 

RutifH, WllllHin. :»». 

Row. .Wr>. H., 1^. 
, Row, .WiM JoBf|.hLne(Mn.. nianill 
MO. 

Koyi'e, KiHliipy C, liiS. 

RaHMll, .Vxjttr Hen^amin, lU. 'at,, 

Kiusull, .Mrt. Hcnj>iulD{Klc«>,t£». 
Kiuwrll, Hr.i: John, :S«. 
liuiwell, /tr,'. Jiinuthau. 'ise. 
I Kiiiwpll. /foil, .loiutbnn, notice or. -a 
KuwK^ll, .Vri. Jonntlian, .». 



SiiltKliiiry, -Vrx. Kliialwtfa (Tiirl 

^IMmry. Humiii-I, XH. 
8Hlii>liiiry,»t<!|ilien, Ihr rlil-r. 11' 
iif. 'il. Rti|>nli.>il Knlth of. Hi. 

tdillxliiiry, //»». st«|i)irn, LL.It. 



Karj:rnt, lire, SuiuukI, liw. 



»rilKwl»k, Holierl.t!-.!!. 

MeilKwli'k, /A.ii. ThRHlora, :IS1, SH. 
Aprlk'wliik, .Vm. TUtuHlure (iierKeaiiti, 

Srirrliltce, Tliiiiuu i)., \X ii., 3M. 
Mrlklrk. .»h Kurt of. ft lXmglt»,t..m. 
Sericmiit. /(r, Knuilun, 'J!19. 
Scr^MUit, llrr. John, VM. 



ShHiluck, Itr. KeiiJHmlii, VR ». 
8hattiii-k, Krajuulo. niitk'e of, ixr n. 
Htautcui'k. /v. lleorKc •'.. lit n. 
SliattiK-k, »'>i<. I.«nuel, 77, 1113. 206,301, 



SbefllflU rmiiily. 171. 
SliDriuan, ll;ii, Roger. -.»7. 
Hbutllewurtli, tUmuel, lOU. 



hidex. 
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Sible}-, MiM Joanna, A5, 0(t, lao, l.M. 

Hibley, Hon. J(»na8, 12ft, 13i), 270. 

Sibley, Jonas L., vii, 75, 8(), k2, 02, 138, 

148,270. 
Sibley, Mrti. Jonas L., 93. 
Sibley, Lyman, Tl. 
Sibley, MiM Mary Ann, 03. 
Sibley, Keul)en, m. 
8il)ley, Mi its Susan, }<5, 90, l.'K), 154. 
Sibley family. 125, 12H, H5« ^Y ^r//. 
Si^uurney, Charles, 2:rj. 
f^K^ovLTney^Mrs. Lydia (Huntley), 2^(2. 
Sikes, MiHs Klizalieth, (;2, H5. 
Sikes, Henry M., 28. 
Silsby (Sil8l>ee). Hon. Nathaniel, .'{21. 
'* Simplittity's defence," ser (Norton, 

Samuel. 
Slavery, 200. 
Smith. Dr. David S. ('. H., 20, 21, 82, 108, 

1:M. Notice of, 88. 
Smith, Isaac S., lOo. 251. 
Smith, Dr. Jerome V. C, 172. 
Smith, .Jonas, H7. 
Smith. Prof. Nathan S., 20, 10«. 

Southfrate, , .'tfW. 3fi2. 

Sparks, .lared, Ll..h.^ vii, ix. xiv, 70, 

194, ,J07, 358. 
Spraji^e, Rrv. William »., />./>., 2J)7. 

His collection of immphlets, 22. 
Springer, .T.ameH. 290. 
Sprout (Sproat), f.V. Klwnezer, 101. 
Spurzheim, .Fohann F. K., 144i, Wfi, 2^4. 

.'M9. 
Sta^B coaches. 7, ih. n., 12. 
Steadman (Stedman ). William. :v>. 
Stearns. Abijah. 155. 
Stearns, Miha Lucy, 3.'t3. 
Stearns. Afisn Mary, JXi. 
Stearns. Dr. Thomas, family of. 2X5. 
Stearns. William, 3.'». 
SU!rne family, 1(»6 
Steulwnville, Ohio, vij*it U), 302. 
.Stevens, (irn. KlM»nexer, 224. 
Stevens, John A., 224. 
Stiles, Kzra, AA./>., /'rts. of Vnfr Col- 

ift/r, 207, 43«». 
SUMrkwcll, Amos W., 0.'{. 
Sto<"kwell, < 'ynis. hinhntthr, 2."m;. 
Stockwell, John, 140. 
SUwkwcll, Nathaniel, t/it r/th r, 14(». 
Stockwell, Nathaniel, 140. 
Stockwell, Stephen, 125. 
Stockwell family, 128. 
Stoddard, Daniel, loi. 
Stone, Dr. Alpheiis, 203. 
Storrs, licr. John. W, 70. 
StouKht^m. Liruf.'ff'or. William, 210. 
Stratford, Charles J., 311. 



Stratford, Kent B., 311. 

Strouf;. Jiuifffi Solom<m, 12, .'{2, 43, 44, 55, 

84, 2,«. 
Strong:, Hrr. Titus, 2«)0. 
Stu<lley, Zeiuis, 181. 
Sturf^is, Missies, 270. 
Sturpis. Nathaniel K.. 270. 
Sullivan, Ilrr. Thonuis K., «». 
Sullivan, Hon. William, i.L.D.,44. 
.Sumner, Itradford, 71. 
Sumner, Hon. Charles, LL.D., 'X^\, 343. 
Sumner, Charles T., .'KW. 
Sumner, Frederick A., 127. 
Sumner, Dr. Frederick .\.. 124, 127, 152. 
Sumner, f.V/i. William IL, 143, 244. 
Superior, stunnhoot^ 220. 
Sutton, .Mass., contemplated history of. 

124. Revival of religion, l.l'i. 
Swan, Benjamin, IKi. 
Swan, William, 110. 
Swords, .lanu's, 223. 
Swords, T. (Swords, T. & ,1., Messrs.), 

22;{ //. 



Tavern?*. F:;irrs ColTee House, fiosfon.l 
n. Won*ester Hotel, or I'nited States 
Hotel. S, IS, i:{2, 2;W5. 285. Wesson's 
Tavern. MV.s//ioro«f//*, 0, 51. ThoiuiUi', 
or Worct^t*»r Coffee House, later the 
Kxchange Hotel, 11, .U, :«, 275, 281, 2X5. 
i entrjil Hotel, ;h>, 45, 144. 2.3<;. Tremc»nt 
House, /{osfon, 37, 101, 145, 151. 15.3, 2<'»0, 
;w>4, 317. :J41. 351. Bay St^ite House, 45 
//. Ami'rican Teiui>er.inee House, x.3 //. 
Tourtelott's hotel, Sutton, xo. Ihm- 
little's <'ity Tavern, lionton, 121. Har- 
iKick's, llilkinsonvifif, 12.3. Met<alf's 
tavern, Chnrtrntown, I'M. Catly «X: 
Doolittlc's tavern, /lnrlin*/fon, 145 
Kx<'hjiun:e Coffee House. Itoston^ .•i52. 
|j4M'atiou of, 140 //. Brigham's hotel, 
in.ttftortnn/fi, 187. City Hi»tel, A'c*c 
York, 2lx /*. Tontine House, AVm 
Ho rrn , 22<5. < 'ity Hotel, //a rtjord, 2;n . 
Wliitc<inil)*H Tavern, Miltloinj, 252. 

Tayl(»r, .hmathan, 15(>. 

Teni|»crance, 182. 212. 313, .3445. 
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TcMipletou, Mof,H., xiv. KpiUiphs from, 
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fuu<ls, .'}.37. 

Tenuey, lirv. Caleb J., />./>., 241, 242 n. 

Tenney, Daniel, 8.3, 02. 

Thacher, Jnd/jr (reorge, 174. 

Thayer. /^/T. Christopher T., 47. Notice 
of, ilt. n. 

Thayer, AVr. Nathaniel, D.D., 47, 252. 



Christopher Cotumbun Bahhrin. 



Thoiuaa, Ben jam in F., 187, ^im ii., 302 

Tliomas, Mi— Caroline, 00. 
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II. R«ul lleclaratlun at In<le|>riirli 
In Wcirceoler.tte. 

ThoiuM, Rnhen B., hi* ■' Furaier'a 
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e Exvh: 



Homo, It. 31 3S. 
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ThniuiKton, ffcr. .iMue* W., Tl, 7:i. 1(10. 
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Towne, Och. Aulem, MO. 
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Tiiwnc, itn. Wllllain M. < Rohlmion }, 
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Wanl, Jonathan, tsfl. 

Wanl. ^moel KD. l:i:i,2S3. 

Wanl, .ViiiiK., naiue i^bangnl to Auliiirti. 
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Ware, Jtiwe, IM. 
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Warren, ■■eter,»>'i. 
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